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ERRATA. 


Page iS, For Wo. r»ad, -u-^fA ought not only t(ib«;rMi^</ <^ 
men of [irobitv- Pate 3O, For I ftiall bear without ^ffriw. read 


Fof W. telid fwpre rai W'. r.«t. fra/V- -The page aftei -, „_ 
IJ"-Pa).e If. far rule for dmiffian, r»ad, adniifftnn —KUtt pa£a 
■7, fiirl9, read iN;- Pat-e 40. tee note. v>illulty iffeSing an iiKS- 
pacity, lead affeili'-g- 4J, The form^pLlitkar Aila>, read, a polU 
tkal - 44. Vwiferare hiiD 11 lllence, re;..), <«ofilen«---}S, *>■ /<- 
nacioui idhtrence than prinpl in r^Qivn, lead udhertnti ■{« hit 
paitj/, &c. 


NOTE— Tfe'-e 

»rf 6>; /As Authnr rtat ha-ving leijure to lupti inlend Iht punting a) ihit 
Pubtkoiim- •! ktje be'ir.g tqfily SJcirt.tbit, il is hoptd iht r*adtr •aiU 
€Jfclifi thim. 


Page 9, Tnfroduflifin, for iht Avic m mmvin'^icwu, 1 1™ ixc|njii 
of the Committee ill my cafe, when atrelied for ihe Addiefs to ih« 

Votuiiipcis, was for an ohiitnat diflfintjl futpofi lorn euT of the &» 


V of United UiOim 


^b«W^, a 


11 appear in ad Pari of my Apr. 




P R B F "A, Q ^f, 

THE following publication appt«r« aft«r I Mve fortunately 
extricated myfetf from the prolccutioiu* pcttdiogover nie when 1 be- 
gan to writ* it. This «^ap m November, I793i immcdialtly after 
my ekpulfiuii from the Society ofUnited irilhrnen* Thev^hoteof 
the introdu^ory retid^ioiis. and nearly all of the retrpfped %vece 
written and printed before the trial of A. H.. Royvan, Lfq. took 
^ace-^it being 'm\ tirit intention to publiAfr it previous to tha^ evvut, 
Tbisl wasobli^edto del.y by circumftancea, not in my powef to 
afold. In th<? interviil between iny writing it and the prcfent time 
many circumiiances hate occurre^-which niay caufe a pare of n^yrea* 
Coning upon the conduct of p >pular aUociatiflpl to appear unneceflanr,. 
The tMCiety of United Iriltimen, whofe eriorp 1 laboured to re^ify, 
U fatlfcith. Stilt however, I fl tter myCelf the propriety of my ari^u- 
ments will be obvious. Retie^ieg men willdilcdver by what means 
thar Society loU the public confidence. By permitting itfelf to be 
made a pai!ive inflrument inr the hands of an ArfJiocrwy of the 
learned proierrionb-rPhyfic and Law. Tbu$» by. 6nking the ma^y 
into a blind fubrniflion to the/<?w, becomifig kfflf the promoter or 
that evil in the community which it wa« eiprefsly eilablifhed tore- 
inove My principles are fo fuily difjplayed iji thefe pag^, that X 
have ho fear but every real friend to Liberty . will do me juOice oq 
seading them. Perhaps too the Popular Pairtj will in future leant 
to (hull thofe errors into v^bich the welUmea»mg Members, of tha 
U n i ed 1 r i lb men were f o ea fiiy led* 

As a ridiculous attenipt was made on the lato trial of Drennan to 
prove by certain ezpremonsyoi/orv to have been ma<uo ufc of by me^ 
ttiat I had a prevjous malice againft him-^l Oiall point out one cir* 
ciimftance which wilf enable the reader to judge what degieej>ftrutl| • 
there was in this iuiinuation and expreilions. On the 8th of Novem- 
ber, r«;93, I was expelled from the Society of Unite^i Irifhiuen, on 
.u/urmtje, without proof oj any kind^ that 1 had employed my pen 
Ilia pujiic paper to w^t the Society to the meafure of eaonerating 
Siirgeon Wright and Mr. Mathews from »he payment of lool. eac}i. 
in which they were bound when they becan^e bail for my appear, 
ance u> lake my trial for publiihiitg the Aodrei^ of the Society of 
united Irifhmen of Dublin to the Volunteers.. The firU luan to 
move my expu.lion was the Author of ihe Adoreffrta the Volunteeri, 
the very man ^holiaa involved ne in mydiflkultie*. Asthc pricn gho 
hurried the Society into this unprincipled meafure, would ev«:r atief 
prevent the Society from fulfilling its engagemei^tsto fupport.,mey I 
la>v no other prpfpedt but that ot.going into a ptifon for piillilhing 
this Addrefs of the Society of United Iriftimen to the Volunteers* 
or, for ever abandoning my country. The latter 1 could not do with* 
©lit, fl)jng froni my bail, and leaving them to fufier the confequeiu 
CCS. I his I could not think of doing, although Wright and Ma» 
thews^^ who were both Upiited iriAimen, had defcfted me in the j5o- 
ciety, 'and the former had voted for my ezpulCon, A€ircumti<>nco' 
the lefs to beezpe^ed, as 1 was expelled on a furmm th«<t I had 
cnaployed my pen to ferve tbefe two perfons^aod bocaufe. I had with 
iritlexible fidelity difcharged the trutt repofe V in me by them s hav. 
ink Hood by theni when many Mem^rs'of ihatSoeiety* and othc^ 
of , ncL> friends, advifed and prefTed me tofljr titt.lU9|^oin, to^iayji 

myfelf ffom a perpetual imprilonlneat« . 

Bemf 


PREFACE. 

Being; thus hopdefs of procuring the exoneration of Mr. Wrigfit 
and Mr. Marhews from the Society, and determined not to enter U 
' prifon, from which I faw no mean<% of extrication, I Itvice ap- 
plied, immed'tatelv after my expuf/ion^ to a Perfon in Officey 
ai^d offered to fly with my family and obnoxious principles 
to America, if the bail bond would be given up in which Mr, 
Wright and M thews were boun J for my -appearance to take my tri- 
al. I p?iinttrd the (ituation of ihefe two p<»rfons as juftly and forcfblv 
as I coul 1. The one fubje^ to the natural infirmities of a very ac(- 
ya*nced fta^e of Trfe. The other only capable by his profeflRonal xne- 
rit>5 to fupport decency a family of a wife and feven children — and 
bo^h utterly incapable of paying rhe penalty of loql. in which they 
were bound as my btil. The anfwer to all my entrtaties on this 
head was— * that thi^ would be to jj;ran' a favour to nie'^'which no 
part of wy covHuSi as Printer of the National Evening Star entitled 
me to rxpe^^rh^t therefore I could not hope for the exoneration of 
rny feruritirs by any other mode than that of gi-vrng up the perfon 
nxjho hai o*'derpd the public at ion of the Addrefi to the Volunteers into 
my pap^r.** As this (lep, of giving up another to profecuti on, was 
tha.lalt refource, and .indeed only excufable by being a meaTure of 
abioliire necefTity, I 1 ought by my SLui^er to lake aivay the hope of 
my capacity to do ity declaring that / could not pojitfvely recoiled the 
circum/iance of the order. This was in Nov. 1793, after which I ap- 
plied no nf\ore in rhat quarter. Whilt I was thus flru^glingfor Mr. 
Wright and Mr. Mathews, my Appeal, this publication, was fheet 
after (beet hurried t j the Prefs as fall as I had le'fure to write it, as I 
had promifed it to the public in December 1793. or January following, 
1 was her-fore under the necefllry (;»£ taking a'way^ in this publicatir 
t>n, e^ery expeSiiiion of my ha'ving the pmuer to give up the real per-^ 
' fon nvho had given me^ the order to puhlijh the Addrefs to the Volun- 
teers. This I did byindire6Vly attributing the order to another per- 
fon who be'fng then under profecution for the Addref to the Volun^ 
teers couM no\ a$ I was theji informed, legally be profecuted tivice 
for thejame publication^ 

'Khis fa'6l is proved by many perfons with whom I then con- 
verfed, and by the following pa flage which the reader will find in 
the ret rofi^ft— page 27. ** The Addrtfs of the Society ofUnit- 

ed Iriftimen was infertei bv order of the Secretary^ Mr. ^ 

on Tuefdav, the iRth of I^ecemb^r." It is here -implied to have 
been ordered by the perlon who was Secretaty at the time the Ad- 
drefs to the Volunteers was iffued. This gentleman was ihe/i under 
profecution fi^ that publication^ and fince h is been unfortunately loft 
to hi> country The enquiry of Government was thu« turned away 
from th^ Author of that Addrefs to a perfon already in thetr pO'wer* 
This irnplication appears again ir^the note underneath. Thus with- 
out givijig a^y name, 1 endeavoured to fkreen the author of the Ad- 
drefs to the Volunteers*-my wifti to do fo in this manner ca.» be 
proved, as it is a fad^, that the (beet in wh"ch the above pafi^ge 
appears was printed, for that particular purpofe, fo long back as thc^ 
month of December, 1793.— —This, with my waiting 6 months 
afer Drennan moved my expulfion. and 3 months after Rowan's 
fentence,**in which I faw my own fate, and alfo giving a month's 
warning of what I would be forced to do in my own defence unlefs 
my bail were exonerated by t^he Society, are all ciear proofs that I 
had no other view but to do juflice to my bail and to preferve my 
family. 

INTRODUCTION. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THOUGHTS 

OJfl THE 

J&PJECF AND CONFORMATION 


Of 


POPULAR SOCIETIES, 


Examples of ey^ery age and jiadon^gone- 
raidy prove that the paflfeffion of poiorer leads to 
the exerciiie of oppTcffi<m : the fame esuiniples and 
ihe ahkft palidcal writers teach us that the ciiril, 
and religious libjeity of the oomitiunky is cnly to 
J^e prefiarved, by a fpirited refi&ance to the early 
encroachments of aathorky. This fpirited refif- 
tance, having for its oV^eQ. a general good^ can only 
ht made hy a people fenfible of their juft rights, 
feeling their individual importance, reafoniag for 
themdelves, and firm enough to oppofe opprdlion 
le^t Jt attack them jfrom what qnarter it may. 

A pedplb pofleffing thefe eflfential qualities nail he 
ever OQ their guard : they know that a fubmiffion 
to one arbitrary aA creates a pi^ecedexit for the oom- 
jniffioci of a thouland. Acquainted uitb the weak- 
nefs of limnaii nature, they juiftly inccdtate it as an 
axiom, never to be loft fight af-^« THAT IT 16 
THE DANGEROUS (MJALITY OF POWER, 
m a greater or hffer de^e^^ TO CORRUPT 
*TIiQSE WHO JH>SSESS IT.'' They. wifdy caw- 
|iaje it tp'^a body of waters, whidh xmconfmed, is a 

B ' deftnufittve 

•Applying equally to the friends of Refbnn, and totkoCc 
wJiom they fgek to curb/ 


.V , ( u ) , 

deftruftive inundation, but which, in a proper bed,, 
becomes a fource of ornament and benefit, ferti-? 
lizing tl)e cduntry, through whiqh it flows. They 
therefore feel that it is them/elves who are to rejirain 
that authority which ihej bejiow^ and which by nature 
requires to be reftrained within due bounds. They 
know that thefe bounds are liable to be fapped by the 
force which they are formed to confine ; that they 
demand a continual vigilance to keep them in re^ 
pair, and that if not repaired in time, they are lia- 
ble to be undermined and finally fwept away by the 
prevailing influence of overwhelming corruption. 

In an eftahJiflied government inio which abufes 
may have crept which call for a REFORM, it only 
can be peaceably effefted by petition, and remon^ 
(trance -, this mode can alone prove efiicacious, when 
it is the refult of reafon and refleftion ; when it exr 
hibits, in every ftage of its progrefs, the combina- 
tion of talent and integrity ; and when it is fteadily 
fqpported under perfecution and calumny, ' by the 
courage and perfeverance of the great body of the 
people, 

A reform in the reprefentation of the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament, is acknowledged by all par- 
ties in this kingdom to be a laudable objeft. The 
fenfe of the nation now rat her. than its voice y feebly 
calls for it : the minority in Parliamenty^^A/)r echoes 
that fenfe : the minifter and the majority concede 
the point that REFORM IS NECESSARY : How 
far it is to be extended, by what means it is to be 
.obtained, and what time is moft prudent to at- 
tempt it, are points of difagreement which have un- 
fortunately occurred, whenever the queftion has been 
brought forward. The friends of Gavernment 
fear that the attempt will unhinge the order and con^ 
neftionof that efliabliftiment^ which is their fupport: 

the 
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ilat popular party cdnftrues thU fear of the meafurc, 
into a refolutlon for ever to oppofeiit. The former 
are backward to begini what they deem i^ight pro-, 
duce the dangers of ^ popular interference^ which 
they dread : the latter defpairs of the co-operation 
of tlje ruling power, ^hen it beholds the odium 
with which the a^ive friends of reform^ are 
loaded, by thofe who fill every department of the 
ftate. This difference of opinion is the more to be 
lamented, as it feems to preclude the hope of fpeedi-r ' 
. ly accomplifliing this great and defirable objed, * 
even at prefent, when it is knowti to occupy the de- 
liberation and the talents of the moft enlightened 
inembers, of the legiflatUre, oa both fides of the 
houfe, preparatory to difcuifing the qu^ftion, at the 
approaching feffion of Parliament* 

To co-operate in legally effeding a reform in 
Parlianient is the motive ior founding political af- 
fociatiohs in Ireland ; it is the boundary of their 
purfuits; This reform implies a removal of certain 
abufes in the reprefentative fyftem ; from which 
abufes many circumftances of coUeftive grievance 
and individual oppreflion, of which the people com* 
plain, are derived. The objed of aflociation5 is 
therefore laudable, as it aims to produce H general 
goody hy legal means. It feeks to put an' end to 
undue influence , and to the abufe -of power ; to banifh 
corruption from a certain circle ; to pour the public . 
voice more fully into the ear of the fovereign ; to " 
render impartial the adminiftration of juftice ; to 
REMOVE GRIEVANCES, not TO CREATE 
THEM. 

A fingle affociation, though compofed of feveral 
*thoufandmenof property, ahdof commercial confe- 
quence^ however pure its avowsd principles, and 
however dignified by talents, can advance tothisgreat 

^ VnfonuAatelj -we have no fuch affociation in this countr y. 

objed 


( iv ) 

ohjeh, a GENERAL COOD^ by kpi taiwxs^my 
in proportion 2ts it poiffigiTes, what eaiuiot be obtaxiB* 
ed, without beiag dcferved, A CHAR ACTER OP 
mrEGRYTY. this jew«l, wWch is fo eflfemial to 
a privafe individual, i« infimtely more fo ta dfublk 
hcfy^ Ivhhh from rhe nature of i^ inftrctstbix mmSt 
ever have many inveterate and pow^erful enemiies. 
The reptrtatiofi o( talents mafy be ao^ired by dia 
cKfpIay of fuperior abilities^ in eloqixem fpeaking^ 
icrt in fine writiD'g : the fafcinaticn of th«fe qaaHtam 
vnaccontpamed by the n<>bler endowments of mind^ 
ftiay excite admiration roingfed with pity, but cannot 
CtJimnaiid oar te^ft* If is onJy by rfie tmian of 
geniuf and virtue th2Lt u»fuUied pubHe fpirit^ devoid 
of fefififtnefs^ can be produced' : by thk tnrioa ma&Bk 
are taught to think deeply ; to exprefs tisenxfelves 
with fof ce and perfpictrity j to aft anaid danger and 
temptation^ with fbftitiKte and imegricy:: ItcoatiftE- 
tutes the truendfeflity of foul, which inlpircs an indi- 
vid^aP abont to aft, not to queftion himfclf '* how ^ 
It may hcJafe^oT his Inferek to do fo,** bat to confuk 
hrs heart and to enquire of his^ reafon, ^^bowifar it is 
his duty ?— how far it is right ? 

The perfon who is thu& guided by the voice of 
re^fon^ does not exhibit a fluAvKation of prin* 
ciples, with the fluftuation of times. His piiaci- 
ples are not t& be changed by circnmftance&v Ror 
impaared by accident : They flooriih independent 
of fiiccefs or misfortune r they are fofunded m 
truth and. juftice which are immutabte. This man 
abhors^ the feWfli Bttlenefs of party : he looks with 
, equal indifference upon the name of Whig and 
Tory : He gives nothing i& names : He gives tf//ta 
virtue. He is not dazzled by the fplendour of the 
BeeragcJ m the chair of the Friends to the Xoafti- 
turion, Lfberiy and Peace, nor is be impofed upon 
by the wkcherait of the wofd " HONOURABLE'* 


( ♦ ) 

m. tike cMiP df the Society o# United Iriflunen : H^ 
Mvef es the fotmes* ii> public andpivaie, as the firiend 
to his Gidimtry, the h^vHuaae aed indulgeat landord, 
the gGod bttCband and father, tb^ iaflexible honeft 
man : He beholds m the latter a political charadler, 
%ho has (Plained notice in the {mblic fervice; who 
has done niuch good by aflifting to found a^ potriotii^ 
afloGialioft^ btifi i^ho ias iatferfy done much hajsmi 
fay tartii&ilig its chara^r of mtegf ity ; ^bo po£* 
§tttc%i in iirr^e^ no power, but. who was of ibme con* 
iequence by ^be inftaence which he ob^ined over a; 
iBxunber of honeft well liieankig. menl^ and which 
fiadoied lo dj^lviliioa the moipeAt he betrayed a 
: mifh: tsoi abiife it : Hi^Iy as be efteems the former 
£e knows he is liMe to err : Mach a& be cenfures 
the.latlet he does not defpair of bis yet being of fer- 
ifOcsL The naan^ who^ can thus di&rimkiaie between 
jeaf aad iinaginary gciod,,i» iiot a patriot only whea 
the wind Hows from a quarter adverie to govern^ 
jMcsitJ' He is truly cofiiiften^ under the appearance 
.0f mconliflieacy. He will this day fupport Govern^ 
ment in its honeft meafiafes ;, he will to-Bioriow^ 
£eairlersly oppofe it in any a^ of opprei£on> Such 
a man^ were he en;£n, in the mt^t terrihls crifis 
e£ misfortune^ loarked out as aa object of vaiki 
geance by the higher powers whom, be had cen- 
furedj-^-and betraycdj^. abandoned, and viHikd bythe 
f party whofe;&f^^</^ri»cipleshe fiq>ported, refiifing 
to caH on friends. who» unifoticiied ought. to ailift hioi, 
aasd} wholly wsthant refources but wha>C ari£e fr-ouithet 
cxercife of perfonal ac<}»ifements ; f»ch. a man, 
iburfting fiotn the obfc^irity of profcription^. even ia 
tiue. teeth of ptofecutiom and on the bri^ of apri- 
fim^ wcmld ftand forward in defence of hi^ reputa- 
tion, wiidfl&Biayed by th^ power, the talents or the 
xna%nity of bis enemies : calm in the recoUe^ibn of 

* 3Vtoi of thisf cliarader are Eatterlj noii^attrndht-g members 
i«E^'tbtl2rAi<«d{s«&m6iih. . .f ^7 own o»f«« , 

the 
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ihi/ij/?, he would await with courage the iffue of the 
future^ difdaining to owe his fafety to a diflionorable 
capitulation with the ruling power, or to a bafe fub- 
miflioti to Unmerited injuflicfe from thofe who led 
him to danger and ought to proteft him. 

A UNION,-'The UNION of VIRTUE and 
GENIUS ; the ONIT UNION which ought 
to be fought for, is WISDOM, it is JUSTICE, with- 
oiit which talents are a means . of evil and power 
is a cur/e. An aflfociation pofleiling it, never 
fuifers a partial principle to creep upon and (lain 
the purity of its views/ Acjquainted with tb€ 
true maxim that honejtj is the foundefi policy^ it 
never yields an afient to Ayhat might require the 
Veil of f^crecy, to coiKeal its impropriety : thus it 
is enabled tb addrefs the peopk with unaffeiled ener^ 
gy^ as it ftands befote the people, with a CHA- 
RACTER OF UNIMPE ACHED INTEGRITY, 
and it is fedulous to obtain that charaft^r by court- 
ing, for all its proceedings, that PUBLICITY, 
which forms the trueft teft, and thefureft €ulogium> 
of juft and honourable anions. 

By poffefling this honourable charafter, an at 
fociation Obtains PUBLIC CONFIDENCE, the 
cnly organ by which it is enabled to diHFufe juft prini^ 
ciples through the popular mafs ; to become a pa^ 
rent, and to beget aflfociation upon aflfociation, un- 
til the Cumbering powers of the general mind, 
awaken into general exertion ; until a fenfe of com;* 
moll intereft infpires, in one hdur, and one tone 
of unifon, si loud and univerfal cry of REFORM, 
reverberating from the hut of the peafant^ to- the 
palace of the peer ; from the (hed of the mechanic,^ 
and from behind the counter of the citizen, to the 
hall of the fenate: the fenfe of the community can 
then no longer be fmothered. Its powerful petiti- 
on will folicit and obtain a dignified attention from 
the fovereign. The voice of majefty, as on a late 

memorable 


( vil ) 

t 

in^morable occaficn, will be added to the voice of 
the people, and REFORM will unite with EMAN^ 
CIPATION to cement an- immoveable foundation 
for the throne of the monarch, and an impregnable 
barrier for the liberty of the people. 

An affpeiation which poffeffes this elevated union 
of talents and virtue, willorganifeitfelfin a manner 
fuitable to the purity of its principle^. It will ex- 
hibit in all its movements, and in every depart- 
ment, the fuperiority of its aims. To guard againfl: 
the ambitiop, it will ordain that its official powers 
fliall remain but for a fhort and ftated period, in the 
poffeffion of ahj one perfpn ; that the places of 
prefident and fecret^ry, fhall be held in rotation, 
iamd that no perfon^ fhall poflefs either a fecond 
time, until it (hall have paffed regularly through all. 
It may be remarked, that by this mode, men of 
little note, or abilities,' would come into office, and 
of cpnfequeiice refleft little honour oti the affocia- 
tion. Tb this I anfwer, that any man who is wor- 
thy to be a member is alfo worthy to prefide in the 
chair, or to aft as fecretary, and if his ftation of 
life does not refleft honour on the office, it is to be 
hoped that the office, if it be honourable, will f?- 
fleft honour pn him ; if it be mf, it is lefs matter 
who fits in it. I know it will be urged, that riicn 
of rank and talents ought to be always put forward 
in thefe fituations, Why ? to refled honour 
on the fociety : fuch an anfwer can only be 
given by a weak man, or by one who would confine 
honour to a certain clafs. It is folly to fuppofe that 
the charader of an Jiflbciation emanates from its 
chairman or fecretary^ If it were fo, a man of ho* 
nour, in t;he chair, would give an honourable fanc- 
tion to a meeting of men the very reverfe of him- 
felf, whereas it is obvious in fuch a cafe, that he 
could not refleft honour on them, though they cer- 
tainly would refleft difgrace on him. , 

In 
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isk &€ cafe of fecretary, k is plaia A^k is ao|; 
from the man who ivrites, but from that which i$ 
mkten, diat credit is to ibe derived^ and as it mull 
lonly fae ever a r^Mitine bufinefs, ithere is lek rmfosa 
why it fhoul4 not l)e open to all in (ibe jpc>UJ&. If 
Tank and talents confer honour oe an ^Soclation, 
"^hich connefted vith iaiegrity they ever wiU^ 4 
ffijuft be clear that in appearing defijt^Ke of the am- 
hitkoi of official dtuation, uf^k& whem caUed to It 
by juft rotation, they reified iliU fnore honour on ki 
as by fo doing, they approve their H(iotiy.e6 free 
from the tofteatation d£ popularity, and smy other 
felfifh view.*^ No pomp ofdecbratiop aorii^adowr 
of pmfeilion, cam hold up the impaftia^l princi- 
ples jpt a popular affembly, fo much, as a tiaan oj" 
bnfinefs occafionally prdiding GY^r its meetings 
u^here a number of men of rank, and profeffion^l 
talents fit a$ private members : this would be 4x) do 
Ibmething more than to moieh impartiality ; it 
would be to pra-ftice it ; and I repeai it, it is not by 
ifmhiic frofeffions^ that a fociaty is to obtain a CHA- 
RACTER OP INTEGRITY, biat by the INTE- 
GRITY OF ITS Mmom. It is my decked 
xjpinion .that whatever power is cxeg-cifed in a pubr 
lie body^ and whatever credit m:|y accrue to k, 
flaould be an alternate andfommon pcffeffion ; wherever 
this is not the xrafe, ambition flarts for>yard towards 
tjhe goal of abufp : men begin to fufpeO: thefmcerity 
of profefGons, and meh away, as they :lo& confi- 
dence in each orfier ; or on the contrary, they refign 
the privilegtc of thinking for themfclves 2 they blind- 

* (Since writing the alcove,) In the Meeting of the Scotch 
Gottventit>ii, Edinburgh Nov. 19— ^Mr. .(?o«rZ?^ raowed, that 
Jjord Da^r be called to the chair t which was feconded by jtjfie 
Deputy Secretary, but oppofed hy .Lord J>.a^r hm/df^SLii^ bj.J* 
Gerald and C. Sinclair, asj^vouring too much ofafpirit qfarifio" 
sracy* Upon which, Mr. A. CaUender was cajl;;d to the chair. 
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U dnk into the infatuation of LEADERSHIP : 
tniey ereft a few into a fort of political idols j whom 
they implicitly obey : by whom they are alternately 
led into danger, in which they ate abandoned ; or 
to injuftice, of which they muft bear the blame* 
Thefe idols at length become to confid^r them, with- 
fome degree of truth, a portion of their private' 
property, which they have a right to cotnitiand* 

The committees of a well prganized aflbciation, 
Ihould be open ; the members ihould be chofen by 
ballot ; their reports ihould be carefully examined, 
by the body at large, and fhould be fully and faith- 
fully entered upon the journals in which the proceed** 
ings are inferted. * Above all care fhould be taken 
to guard againft men, in the profeffional habit of 
leaking truth appear falfehood, and falfehobd truth* 
A man whofe trade it is to make a Wrong caufe ap^- 
pear right, and to make a right caufe appear wrong, 
fhould be but fparingly attended to. Praftice ren* 
ders him iBiuent in the perverfion of fenfe, and he is 
even more dangerous among honeft men pf common ca* 
pacity, in proporfion to his fuperior endowments* 
It is obvious that I allude to the profeffion of the 
law 5 a profeffion which I refpeft^ and which is truly 
refpe£table, in the hands of men of probity aiid ho« 
nour, but which as it is degraded by indigent and 
unprincipled retainers, is rendered as defpicable, 
as it is injurious to fociety. Such men will be ever 
found in our courts, pennylefs, without a brief, and 
Without charafter: to thefe a public affociatioUi pre- 
ftnts an happy opportunity of obtaining friends and 
notice. Too jealous an eye cannot be had over the 
proceedings of fuch men. He who for a paltry 
guinea or two, undertakes to plead away the guilt 
of a parricide, or to affert the honefty of a high* 

* The report of die Committee in my cafe, for the addrcfsto 
the Volunteers, v/as/or what reafon 1 know not^ ivever inferted 
iptheU. Irifluxien's book. 
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wayn^n, poi^eires too much flexibility of principle^ 
to be any where the objeft of much confidence. It 
i$ not 19 the difgra^eful employment of Newgttte U- 
tigation c^t a delicate fenfe of honour is to be ac- 
quiiped, or confirmed. To guard againft fuch men 
it ought to, be an inviolable rule never to permit 
more <han two lawyers, however refpeSable, on a 
commitrec, evei^i on a committee of conftitution, * 
whofe province, it may be to guard againft dange- 
rous publications. The fociety of United Iriihmen^ 
is a proof that a committee of conlHtution though 
crowded with five or fix lawyers, may miflead a io- 
ciety into the publication of matters, afterwards lia^ 
ble to the nioft dangerous conflruftipn. By fuch in- 
confiderate raflmefs, unfufpefling individuals may 
become Ibble to ruiiious cqnfequences, under which 
if not fupported, they remain^ fo many living re- 
proaches to the body which impelled them on, 
jvflly fix a fl^ain upon its principles, and by being 
deferted, occafioo eve* after^ a fufpjcipn of the purity 
of it^ views. 

A public fpirited affociatipn, ma.t be tfdiapar^d to 
aftate ; it poflefles its rights, its freedom, its folemn 
obligjiticns, thefe it can preferve and fulfill only by 
watcljing over them. It caiv prevent the undue ex- 
ercifeof individual influence ^^ by each member 
thinking for himfelf, and never permitting ai^y man, 
on the ftrength of paft merits to cajole him, into 
a: prefent; injuflice, or to influence him toaffent to 
any meafure of which his reafon does not fully ap- 
prove. This falutary advice is the more necefTary as the 
example lyhich occurred in my cafe, in the United 
Irishmen, proves that by permitting one aft of in- 
juftice, men may be led into another ,l by way of de- 
^^- fending the charafter of the aflembly, to which th^y 
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belong, until by ftruggling to preferve the natke of' 
honefty, they are tempted to ufe the dijhonejl arts of 
party J utterly fubyerfive of the end they feek. I re- 
peat it, they rauft free themfelves from the Jlavifi 
dominion of great mnm, that curfe of leaderjhifj 
which has ever beeu^an unfortunate charaftcrifHc of 
the Irilh nation, and which has deceived them fo 
often into an opinion that they were in purfuit of 
freedom and independance, when in faft they were 
only feeking for a change of opprejfors. 

A wife and patriotic alfociatiou can effedfc its lau- 
dable purpofe, of obtaining a general good by ^ le- 
gal means, only by reafon and argument. The 
mode which moft rapidly and widely diffuffes infof- 
matioii is, that which it will adopt and attend to. 
It is evident then that the prefs is the organ moft 
capable to efFefit this objedt. It is the peaceable ar» 
eillery by which a breach in the citadel of corrup- 
tion is fooneft made. An orator is h^atd only in the 
circle where he fpeaks. A printer who dileminates 
the language of liberty, may be faid to fpeak at 
once in many thoufand places. A printer who is a 
man of principle and ability is to aflbciation, what an 
able engineer is to an army : thfe aflbciation or the 
generals who facrifice either by abandonment, muft 
be miferably deficient in judgement or integrity. 

On this head it might appear almoft unneceflary to 
dwell, becaufe the truth I have advanced muft bfe 
obvious to all. Yet it is a melancholy faft, that i:i 
the fociety of United iriftmen the laft confiicratiori 
has been thefupport of the liberty -jf the prtk : the 
utility and the neceflity of it appears there to be to- 
tally forgotten. The eloquent Erjkine^ in his maf- 
terly defence of Paitie forcibly depifts the great and 

manifold advantages of a free prefs, and as ftrongly 
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Vfers the ill confequence of extinguiftiing its free- 
dom, « TO THE LIBERIY OF THE PRESS 
ALONE*' — ^fays that ornament of theEnglifli Bar, — 
we are indebted for ALL the FREEDOM WE AT 
PRESENT ENJOY, and AND ON IT WE MUST 
FOUND ALL OUR HOPES OFFUTUREFREE- 
DOMt He dwelh on this great political truth with 
all his utmod force and animation, and repeats the 
emphatic expreilion of an arbitrary and fagacious 
minifter. Cardinal Wolfey, fo far back as Henry 
the 8th, who ftrongly urged it on his defpotic maf- 
ter, --« WE MUST DESTROY THE FREEDOM 
OF THE PRESS, OR THE FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS WILL DESTROY US/*— We need not 
more appofite or ftriking argument^ than thefe to U- 
luftrate the fubjeft of my aflertion, 

I am perfviaded that there are few fubjefts tt\cre 
talked of yet lefs underftpod, than the liberty of 
the prefs, I know of no authority which has fo 
clearly defined the meaning of thefe words, as thp 
great law luminary from whqm I have juft quoted : 
in his celebrated fpeech, qxi the above occafion, hp 
endeavoured, tq imprefs upon the mjnds of the jury, 
that the liberty of the prefs confifted in the printers 
being free to publijh whatever fbey deemed likely to pro* 
duce a benefit to the community,*' and on the contrary 
** thattb^ (^ufe of the prefs CQnflfiedinpujbliJhing with 
an int0nt tQ injure Society \^'* on proof of which hein^^ 
ous crime, he very juftly remarked, the printer d^?- 
ferved punifhment in a very high degree. 

Every man in his fenfes rnuft allow that it is the 
intereft, and the firft duty, and the foundeft policy 
of an upright, public fpirited affociation to fupport 
the liberty of the prefs. Men differ in their opi- 
nions, how far that liberty fliould be fupportecj. 

One felicitates himfelf that he contributes to do it 

« 

* On the juft principle that tht motive and not thefa^ confti- 
tutesthe guilt— as iathecafe of killing in/elf' Jefence or by acci- 
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hy taking in a news paper, and another by fubfcri^- 
ing to a magazine : a third fwallows half a dozen 
bumpers to that pailadiuio of public liberty, and 
deliberately walks ofF to expel from an affociation of 
v^hich he is a member, a printer, who had moft 
fteadily devoted himfelf to the public caufe; To 
come at the truth, we muil confider the motives and 
the end in view, in fupporting it ; by this means wtc 
(hall fee how far it ought to extend as ^ fixed and ra-^ 
iional principle. The MOTIVE is, to prevent the 
printer from being filenced by intimidation^ or by fuf- 
fering in his property. The END is, to keep THE 
PRESS OPEN FOR FUTURE POLITICAL 
DISCUSSION. Here then is a principle juft and 
introvcrtible. Let us candidly examine how far 
have the fociety of Unked Iriftimen afted up to it. 
In the cafe of the article copied from the Northern 
Star, that fociety prevented me from employing an 
agent apd counfel, by folemnly engageing itfelf to 
iupport n>e under the profecution commenced againft 
ine, this engagement it totally negleiled during a pe- 
riod of near 1 2 months, leaving me by that ne- 
gleft liable to the heavy confequences of an out- 
lawry ; ihi^ was the encouragement I received from 
them in ihcfirji inftance. In the next I became li- 
able to prpfecution for publifhing the addrefs of the 
Society lb the volunteers, to which I owe the lofs of 
my eftablifliment, and after a year of profcription, 
the temper of the times, giving every reafon to ex- 
"petl that fentence would be pafled againft •me of a 
tedious imprifonment, and perhaps a heavy fine, 
what did the Society for me after all? Did it in-a hu- 
mane confideration of the danger impending over my 
head, make up a compepfation for what I had loft by 
it, and depute fomepf its members to prefent it to me, 
with an advice for jn« tp withdraw from the king- 
dom ? No, — ^Did it make a fingle effort to affift me 
in the difBculties i^^ which it had plunged me, dur- 
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ing a year of danger, whila it faw me ever on the 
brink of aprifon ? No. Did it pay nie any mark of 
attention as a vidim to th^ principles which it prd- 
feffes to promulgate ? No, none ; whatever* What 
did it do ? It faw me forced from my eftablifliment, ' 
and the moment! had loft that, abandoned me at 
once, to ftruggle with ruin : it neither required nor 
regarded, what became of me. and my family. It 
ieemed to confound me with the wooden materials 
of my prefs, which the moment it ceafed to fpeak, 
was configned to fo^getfulnefs, as ufelefs to it, and 
dead to the world* To my afloniihment thofe meni 
who had led me into danger, and who before crowd- 
ed round me, laviflily beftgwing on me the praife of 
ability and public fpirit, gre^y fuddenly cold. Uii- 
jicquainted with my perfonal refources, and incapa- 
ble of appreciaiipg a difinterefted fpirit, to which they 
have proved themfelves ftrangers, the hading men 
deemed that in loling the property of my paper, I had 
loft the means of independence. They chofe to 
forget th^t if it was fq, I had Iqfl; it in an honoura- 
ble caufe. Thpy haftened to throw me at a diftance* 
When oceafionally reminded of the fociety's eilgage- 
ment to fupport me, they ftudied by a wilful want 
of memory and by petty mifreprefentations, to fink 
me into a fervile dependance, afFefting to deal out a 
look as a favour of which I was unworthy^ and a 
word as the higheft condefcenfion which they ought 
to beftow. 

The lermination of this bufinefs, will afford, T 
fear, but little encouragement to future Printers. 
* The Society of United Irifhnlen, fuppofed to be the 
firft political affociation of ci(i;eens in Ireland, and 
to compnfe the public fpirit of the metropolisi,,afttfr 
having ruined pne of its members, the proprietor of 

* A culpable few, dragged the well-meaning matxj tnto thcfe 
diihoiiourable meafiiifes. 

a public 
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a public newfpaper, devoted td the public intereftg^ 
reforted to the meaneft arts of prevarication, as will 
be ken in thefe pages^ to avoid paying tmJy tvjo bun^ 
dred pounds J to exonerate two more of its mem- 
bers, who had bailed bim, when arrefted for pub« 
lifting one of its, addreffes. Nor did ic flop here*. 
Inftead of feeking to extrkate him from the danger 
ii\to which it had plunged him, it laboured to efface. 
frQm the^public mind, every fenfe of his fervic^s ; 
it fought to overwhelm him, by the circulation of 
unmerited calunmy ; it fummoned him to attend a 
meeting, to permit an enemy, under the protedUon 
of the colleSive body, perfonally to infult him^: it 
expelled him within a few days of the time when 
the fentence of a court was perhaps to confine him 
fer years to a prifon, and to a load him with a fine, 
which might perpetuate that confinement to the con* 
clufionof bis life. 

The Society of United Irilhmen by this ill con- 
du£^,/^^tf/&wto^rf the PRINCIPLE of SUPPORT- 
ING THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS : far from 
preverithg the printer frorn fttjfering^ they became the 
eoccfiQU of his ruin. Inftead of keeping the prefs open 
for future political difcujfion^ they have utterly ^ extinguijh^ 
edits Jpirit* The example of what I havq loft, and 
the ill treatment I have received, have fo intimidated 
other printers, that no newfpaper in Dublin, fgr a 
confiderable period, has thought it prudent or fafi?„ 
to infert the publications of the fociety, except 
mer.ely that which announces its meeting,* 

This is not the only ill confequence of fu^h a pro- 
ceeding. The affociation in doing fo, appears deli- 
berately to have committed fuicide upon its 6wJi 
charafter. It will now find it very difficult to. pre- 
fer ve any opinion of its virtue or impartiality. The 

♦ It is not improbable that ?ifafe publication maj be written 
toohfain infertion in the Dublin papers, xodifprov^ this, hcnaftfr* 
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tiputztion of talents it will juftly (ioflefs, but it hat 
ibft what is mtlch more ineftimable, the reputatiott 
of integrity. A lofs more fatal, as that jewel can- 
not eafily be regiined, and without it PUBLIC COI|i« 
FIDENCE, the ONLY ORGAN by which it can co^ 
operiateto obtain REFORM, is forfeited for ever. 

As a public affociation mu/l incur expence, to 
ottain its objeft, it muft be fupported by contribii- 
tions, ftated and occafional t the lighter thefe are, 
the greater number will become members. The 
fame rcafon muft render an exaSl acotiomy abfolutely 
neceffary. How many advocates for freedom un- 
willirigly fubmit to eVen a fmall expence in obtaining 
it. TWO points are therefore effentially to be at- 
teiidfed toi The one, the moft certain mode o( 
forming a FUND : the other its JUST APPRO- 
PRIATION : for the former a committee of finance 
ought to be appointed, who ought not only to be 
mefi of pfobity, but of an aSive turn, polieffed of 
fufficient leifure^ and having the! profperity of th^ 
body (o which they belong, ttrarmly at heart : thefe 
requlfites will ftimiilate exertion which often lan- 
guiihes where felf intefeft is wanting. Experience 
proves whete an affociatioii is numerous, and can 
afford ft, it would be well to employ a perfon who 
cto be depended on, to colleft the arrears at ftated 
periods, allowing a compeilfation for his trouble* 
This would leffeti the fatigue of committees : pay- 
ments would become regular, and the affociatiolt 
would have fomething more to depend 6n than a 
nominal fund. 

The remarks I have juft made, apply to the fbf^ 
mation of a fund, an objed of the utmoft impor* 
tance, (f we confider tliac it is by an eftabliftied fund 
onlyi a fociety can hope to dif<;harge its honeft en-* 
gagements, a cireuraftance upon which its claims oix 
PUBLIC CONFIDENCJE will ever depend. 

a CLER- 
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The FORMATION qf a FUND being an objeft 
of fuch high concern, it follows, it is an.objeft of 
equal concern to preferve it when obtained, or more 
properly [pcvking^ wifely to appropriate it. This 
can 0.7/y be done, by eftabli{hing>^^ PRINCIPLES 
OF EXPiENDItURE, from which never to de- 
part. When the MOTWt. for luhich a fund is coU 
leiledy is duly confidered the END /<? which it ouzht' 
to he appropriated^ will foon be afcertained. The 
MOTIVE IS a PUBLIC GOOD, the DIFFUSION 
OF POLITICAL INFORMATION. The END. 
is to defray tkejvft expences of the affociation : thefe are 
two-fold t the one:, CERTAIN and ABSOLUTE- 
LY NECESSARY; is the charges fo a pi ce of 
;w(?^/72g-«7^/e?r PUBLICATIONS 5 the o/i&^r which. 
\% ACCIDENTAL, and ought, if i ossible, to 
Be AVOIDED, is the difburfements to fupport mem" 
bers under imprifonment^ and to difcharge fines infided 
in cafes of profecution. By faying that this latter ought 
to be avoided, I do not mean that members are to be 
brought into danger, and then abandoned: the pub- 
lic difgrace which has fallen on the men who led me 
into difBculty, and abandoned me, will I hope de- 
ter others from fo abominable a praQice. I only 
wilh by the above exprefTion to imply, that any oc-^ 
cafions of incurring fine or profeCution, fhoutd be 
moft carefully avoided. 

Wifely to confine and regulate expenditure in 
the two channels juft mentioned, examination 
ought to be made how far each is produdive of 
utility. If ^ proper place of meeting be not cho- 
fcn, an affembly cannot be formed : if the prefs be 
not employed, thepurpofeof aflembling is defeated. 
Without thefe nothing can be effected \ with them 
the great end of affociation, ihe diffufion of political 
information, can bq fullv accomplilhed. 

' ' 1> The 
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The choice of a place of meeting Aoatd be regu- 
lated by ceconoitiy, equally diftant from paifimony 
and oilentaliori : commodious and fecurc from in- 
terruption, it fcould confult the contenience of ther. 
members, and oppofe a bar to the intrufion of 
ftrangers* The latter is abfoiutely neccffary to pre* 
fervethe freedom of debite. 

It being incontrovertible thst the prefs is the onfy 
weapon by which alfociation can co-operate, in ob- 
taining REFORM, that mode of publication which 
mod frequently htipreffes upon the public mind, is 
the fitteft to be adopted^ as likely to be moft efficacious. 
A NEWSPAPER, therfefore, being of this de- 
fcriptioTi, dught tc^ be eftablifhed by a piiblie aifixli- 
tlon; or at its command; ITlis, if well condufted, 
will obtain circulation: alppearing daihrj or twice 
or thrice at week, by aftive repetition, it introduces 
d free fpirh of inquiry, in the place of ^ paffive and 
indolent acduiefcence i it inftifes a portion of ener- 
gy into ptbiic opinion, and by exercifing the judg- 
ment cdminually^ teaches men to affett the right of 
thinkmg fot tbemfelves : the happy confeqtiences 
this circumftahce are ob\'ious; the moment men 
iMnk for themfelvcsi they break fiDm the mental 
vaffalage.oi lenderjhipi hitherto the greatfeft curfe of 
the Iriftipeopfe; The moment a nation thinks for 
itfelf it is FREE. Men only are broiight to a£t 
^ainft their colie^'vt welfare by fpHoiSring the paf'- 
tial and Inter^fted opinions of Individuals who abufe 
the. inflttence of rank or fortune, under the apjpear- 
ixict of pubHp virtue. Examples every where occmr 
of thft pefnicioifs confequences of public bodies 
blindly attaching ttreJr political faith to the voice of 
populsiir Feaders; A cornfiderable period back, the 
iienfe of the great majority of Irifli Proteftants was in 
favQur of GathoKc emanclpattion^^ That momentous 
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tneafure would then l^ave been adopted, but far tke 
popular Noblemaa of the day ; his ficigle o{HJiion, 
founded oti an exploded prejudice, retailed three 
millions of Iriflushen in bondage for near tea years. 
In like manner, to compare great things with fnutl, 
the faith of the Umted Iriihmen in Simoa Bufle^^ and 
Eowarij miied them from negh^ to injuJHcey andfrom 
one injaftice to another » to aflent to my exfmllton. 
All this was contrary to their own private opinion. 
But after fix months impTifonment they ikem tluit 
Butler cannot err^ and th^y fancy Aey ftill behold 
the generous protestor of M/frjriViw/, in the, / TCJVtt/^ 
hope, unintentimal oppr^or of the Printer, Carey. 

The matter for publication ought to be fuited to 
the comprehenfion of every capajcity : It ought to 
unite vigour with perfpicuity \ boldnefs with cau- 
tion ; requifites to prcKJuce a general conyiSion of 
tte truths which it conveys. To this braach of ex- 
penditure as the mail ufeful, and that to which all 
the meafures of affociation ought to tend, the great 
porti<wi of the funds ought to he, appropriated. All 
other expences^ought tp be fubordinate to it. 

There are many reafons to defpair of an affocia- 
tion fucceeding in eft^lilhing a newfpaper. The 
€xpencf2s of it ^re too hfiavy to be long fupported 
upon the limited fcaleof c(>nJtribution which prevails 
in all matters of public fpirit in this country. It 
ifbay be faid than ah eftablifeef} newfpaper is a lucra- 
tive fource of en|olument. I admit it : the point is, 
to eJtabHjh, it ; which I am ftroi^ly of opinion will 
never he efefted by the efforts of an aflCbciation. To 
ufe a common phrafe, what is every man's bufiaefs 
il no man's bufmefs, A literary committee jcaay 
poffefs talents, yet jealoufy, vanity, and indolence 
will prevent it from fuccefsful exertion. There muft ' 
be an a&ing Editor of abilities to conduct tlie bufi- 
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nefs, and no man of fpirit will ever fubmit to the 
caprice, the control! and the cenfures of the number 
of perfons who will deem they have a right to inter- 
fere in a matter which their money goes to fupport. 
Attempts of this kind may commence with all the 
eclat of a brilliant pro/pe^us, yet I fufpeft they will 
ever end in lofs and difguft. I ground this opinion 
onlthe fal^ of the National Journal, in fome meafure 
eftablifhed to ftart for public favouF againft the Na- 
tional Evening Star, of which 1 was proprietor. 
The former was eftabliftied by a fubfcription among 
the popular leaders, and it was fupported by their 
intereftf It was preceded by a fplendid profpeftus, 
and had a literary committee fqrmed to contribute 
to its fupport. Public expeftation of its fuccefs rofe 
to the mod fanguine height, yet after a feeble caT 
rcer of three months, going on day after day, from 
bad to worfe, it funk unnoticed, and might be faid 
to be forgotten almoft before it ceafed to exift. 

From the evident truths which I have advahcqd, 
it muft appear to every man of reflexion, that an 
affociation wifliing to aft with effeft, if it cannot af- 
ford to eftablifli a newfpaper, ought to fpareno juft 
means to acquire the commando/ one already eftablijo- 
ed : this can only be effefted by two methods : to 
conciliate the proprietor of a paper whofe principles 
lean towards thofe of the affociation. If fuch a man 
can be found, it would be wife to obtain an in6u- 
ence over him, by adopting him as an honorary mem- 
ber : Or if no fuch opportunity occurs, it would be 
prudent to gain onfe over, by allowing him a fettled 
falary. Fifty or a hundred pounds a 'year, befide 
the ufual rate of advertifing, for inferiing their Of- 
ficial Declarations, would be but a fmall expence 
compared with the utility of the objeft.* Ecpnomy 

^ After my ill treatmei^t, I do riot believe any printer of a 
newfpaper woujd acpcpt of tliis, 

in 
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' in this cafe would be a crime^ One column offjund 
argument does more good, than half a hundred CI* 
VIC FEASTS. 

The reader who affents to the truth of thefe re- 

. marks, will have an opportunity of difcovering the 
real fpirit and principles of the LEADERS of the 

. Society of United Irijhmen^ by comparing what he has 
now read with their treatment of the proprietors of 

- newfpapeirs who belonged to \U^ The one they in- 
fulted by a cenfur^ recorded on their books, for pru- 
dently hefitating tp infert one of their declaratioijs 

. which he deemed might fubjeft him to prpfecution. 
This honeft citizen they neverthelefe involved in 

. danger afterwards^ and from I fuppok a forc/ight of 
what might happen^ he wifely withdrew himfelt from 
the Society. The other who fret;iy inferted every 

. .thing, and who received their thinks for offering 
his paper ^r^//V to publiil:> for them, they brought to 
danger which produced his ruin, and at the very 
moment when he was about to undergo fentencefor 

. an addrefs of theirs, they fought to crulh bim with 
infamy by voting his expulfion !* 

Of the ACCIDENTAL EXPENDITURE, that 
is WHAT REBATES TO THE SUPPORT OF 
MEMBERS UNDER CONFINEMENT AND 
DISCHARGING THEIR FINES, I have already 
given my opinion that all cc^'q/ions of incurring it ought 
to be avo ded : This will appear juft on a confidera* 
tion of its confequences. ASSOCIATION ^o^ymif 
ONLY the POWER OF PERSUASION, mutt 
- ever be weaker than LAW which can enforce obe- 
dience, and punifh by capital infliftion. Affociation 
. therefore as the weaker body, ought never tp be 
committed againft LAW which is the ftronger. *V. 

* In addition to thefe two, tKe proprietor of another paper 
for years, known to be friendly to the caufe of the People, I 
am told, has been twice propofed, and infulted by njeSiion* 

conteft 


tfonteft of this kind ought thij more ftriftly to be 
guarded agaipft, as jt being one of the obj^fts of 
j^ffociatipn to reforQi abufes in the lawsj which are 
louTces of enxolument ' to L<?^ O^r^r^, the hitter 
will ever glacjjy embrace any oppprtunity to crulh 
the fpirit of aJBfociajion by Jedjou^ injprifonmentSy 
and to ipak^ bankrupt their fund§ by heavy fines ^ 
Affociation Gommitted againft law, mgiy tljerefore be 
juftly compajred to a weak ft]^te at war with appw- 
erful neighbour. Mucii fpirit and ajbility may be 
4ifplayed fn the confli^ ; bpt the loiter hayiijg thfe 
choice of its pwn ground to contend upon, pofleff- 
ing infinitely fppcrior force and refources, and ex- 
pending nothing, muft Inevitably fucpeed in over- 
powering th^ y»rw^r. 

I have faid that much fpirit m^y be difplayed in fo 
unequal a conteft, but we too readily applaud wh^t 
igin reality a dangerous and fplendid iUufion. The 
difplay of fpirit which muft «id in defeat i^ rathey 
an imprudence than a virtue. Had the rfew of th^ 
Spartans at Thermopyle exteij^^d np further tfeari 
vainly to fignalize their bravery, it would ha.ve only 
jDeen remembered as an illuftrims rnfanity. Threa 
hundred Grecians coujd never hope to make any 
impreffion upon a milKon of embattled lefnemies* 
In poifeffing themfclves of the difficult paf§ wherq 
they fought and fell they only fought to give time 
to their countrymen to rally and oppofe the invaders. 
We are filled with admiration of men who votun* 
tarily devoted themfelves to death to fave their coun- 
try. It is the great objed tvlicJp they fougljt*io effeii 
which Tendered what would atherwife have been 
ralhnefs, worthy of record as^one of the moft ex- 
alted inftances of heroic virtue. 

When I recommend it as To eflentially neceffary 
that ASSOCIATION ought ever to avoid a conteft with 

LAIV, 
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XiAW^ t^mt9fk jhit the »atur e of ite publkati^f 
ibcmld fifi inofl: cikf efuUy looked into. Thh exatni^ , 
nattoiaoQght Bbt^ asl beloFe urged, lobe entruftcd 
to a committQes ol l^wyors r it ought to be equally 
the dfuty of men.of piMnifenfe from (he mafs of ci- 
ttaens.^ The prtefs that formidabk weapo», may be 
bken^d toa.two-e^ed f^rd j by it dniy^^ the great 
ob}p£k whith b foftght fer can ever be obtained,, by 
itaitfo the greoit dhjed of afibciation may be loft* 

AneJcahipleof^tbel^Fegoiiig tTmhoc;cvir& in the 
cofafcqufinces of the Addrefe to the yoli;inteeni, and 
oftltepiiblieationfot whiehtheHoa. Simon Butler 
and Mr ; Oliver Botid were biKnight before the Houfe 
of Lords. By the former a number of individuaU 
have beeft involved, and are liable to profecutlon. 
Bjrthe lattea: the funds of the Society have been 
made. bankrupt. We appla^ud, as an aft of fpirit, the 
conduS: of the P^efident and Secretary when called, 
to eitamination. How far we can deqm it an zQ: 
<if prudence which' eventually proved fo injurious to 
the Society, ia a tnalter worthy of confideration. 
H&d it occurred to decline furni(hing.proo& ;^ainft 
ihemfeives^ they might like Dar. Reynolds have been 
confined for a cmtmpU but they would have avoid*- 
ed f^ heafvy fine. It is certs^n chat no law exift^ ia 
thcfe realms to enforce a perfon to give evidence 
againft himfelf in any ca fe whateveh 
. There are but twoopini^s held upon ^\% fubjeS:; 
TJbc one apj)f<Jves the conduft ctf the Hon. Simon 
Butler and Mr. Bond, as a manly avowal neceffary 
to fupport the principles of the Society. Thiaopi- 
^ion has latterly loft ground from obvious confldera* 
tions. Another party condemns their open avowal^ 

, * It 19 aae? ror to ilippoi«, that citizepa are not Qualified to 
tliink in fuch cafes.. Itis ^nly alTerted b/ men wno wJfli to 
niake a property of the power and the means oi aflbciation. 

as 
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Gul producing no good purpofe and htivingco^imtted' 
the weaker with the ftronger power.' It maft how-^ 
ever be acknowledged that Mr. BUtler obeyed the 
motion of a decided fpirit in giving bis fan£tion to 
the pttbiicatiori, nor fcould the feveteft judgment* 
have found any thing to leflen the eulogium due Co- 
fuch a conduft, if Mr. Btitlet had ndt'previoufly 
knbwii the ftite of the Sbfciety*s Ranees, We may 
juflly cblicltide; that the independent and public 
fpiritdd dtiien. Mi-. Oliver Bond, copied his ex- 
ample fi-om ari inlpulfe of ecjual fpirit. We may 
alfo coilcludd hfe woiild hzvt 3s readily purfued a 
different cotiduft' had Mr; Simon Butler's judgment 
deemed it right tb haVe adopted it* Men who are - 
ftriick by the ^ergy aftd eclat of prompt and un- 
Ihaken courage will continue to approve the bold 
frankfaefs of the Pfefident and Secretary. * Men who^ 
refleft upon its confequenccs arid who praife aftions 
by the good effefts they ptoduce. will without 
Arowing the fmalleft tenfure on either, wifli that 
their anlwer had b^en dilated by a more fafe and 
prudent policy, which without detfa£ting from their, 
fpirit or (hewing any difrefpefl: to the Houfe, would 
have equally avoided anfwering in the afiSrmative or 
negative.* They might have affignedfora reafonin 
doing fo, what I have already mentioned, that there 
is no law exifting in this realm, to compel a man 
to fumifh matter of evidence to criminate himfelf. 
The Society in this cafe might have had to fupport 

• * If Mr. Rowan was rigbt in declining to give evidence 
againil himfelf when apprehended in Edinburgh, Mr. Butr 
ler muil have erred in criminating himfelf before the houfe of 
lords. In each cafe a fentence was pending. We cannot ap-* 
prove Mr. Butler's condu^ as an adi of fpirit, without indi- 
xt&lj charging Mr. Rowan with a want^ which is, I believe, 
the vcr7 reverie of his general charaAer. 

its 
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its members imder coaiinement during the fittinf 
pf Parliament) but its funds would have been pre. 
ferved. It could hav^ ftnce clofed with the prppo- 
fal to gx2^nt or knd a hundred pounds or even h^U 
that fum^ to a9ift in eftablifliing a npe wfpaper upon 
its own principles. It could alfo have afforded tw^o 
hundred pounds to avoid the opprobrium which it 
noyr lies under of betraying W individual irxto dan- 
ger, ^nd feeking to cru& him with infamy in the 
hour of profecution. 

But profecutions may be incurred by the 
publication of papers, in fpite of every precau* 
tiofi* It is therefore a material queftion how far 
an affockltion is bouiKi to fupport its tncmbers under 
the confequences of fuch publication. 

A public body which debates paragraph by para* 
gra:ph on the fubjeft matter of a written declaration, 
and votes for its being printed, published and dif- 
t}:Sbutied, muft have >an opinion that fuch a publica* 
tipn may fafely t>© ventured on. This opini<Hi is 
too often founded on the voice of its lawyers, 
thefe being by their profeffion, fupptffed to be^ be - 
ter qdalifled J;han mott others, to judge of what 13 
prudent to. adopt, and what ought to be avoided as 
dangerous. The-Society has a faith in its colledive 
deliberation, thai it rtins no ri{k in the publication, 
and, telying on the faith of the Society, that he runs 
Bd riik hi printing er pijiblifliing, the unfufpefling 
Printer prints and publiflies without hefitation. In 
this cafe he is but the injirumenty and the affociation 
is the primary agents and the a6l is incontrovertibly 
the a6l (f the ^ocMon. It muft be clear to every 
capacity thai the Society is in all fuch cafes bound 
in honefty, . to tafee upon itfelf the confequences of 
publication. 

E A Society 
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" A Society 18 bound to employ and to pay Agent 
and Counfel to fupport the Printer in cafe of any 
frofecution incurred by publifliing any of their re- 
folutions. It is alfo bound to pay any fine to which 
he may be fentenced, and to afford him a fupport 
duiing the term of his confinement ; this fupport 
ought to be regulated by an honourable economy, 
equally removed from parfimonioiis negleft and cri- 
minal profufioni A man of a delicate fpirit in fuch 
an imprifonment, will never forget that the leaflk 
worthy purpofes to which the limited funds of a 
patriotic body can be applied, are thofe which con- 
vey the public contributions to the pockets of the 
Cook kiid the wine merchant. Content with a virtu- 
ous frugality, he, himfelf will be firft to fet bounds 
to the generous expenditure of a committee of ac- 
commodation. Such will ever be the provident and 
honourable circumfpeflion of a man in earneji* He 
will defpife the oftentation of revelry, and will 
know that intemperate extravagance, bad at all 
times, but more culpable at the public expence, is 
equally prejudicial to his own charafter and to the 
iiiterefts of the common caufe in which he is en- 
gaged. - ' . 

A Society is bound to afford a •fimilar fupport to 
any of its members who may be fubjefted to a fimi- 
lar fentence, for handing about any of its refoluti- 
dns; The aft of diftributing a paper conflitutes in 
the eye of the law the aft of publifhing it: The 
perfon fo doins; is liable to profecution equally 
with^the publifher.* It muft be allowed that a 
Society which refufes to give this fupport to a Prin- 
ter, or to any of its members under profecution, 
for printing or diftributing any of its refolutions, far 

* The printer of a nev/fpaper runs a douI)U rifi, hy his oath 
at theftamp office^ as will appear in thefe pages. 
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frx^m being a public good is a public nuifance which 
every honeft man ought to contribute to proftrate. 
This is undeniable. Even the Lawyers of the SO- 
CIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN who brought me 
into danger and afterwards occafioned the Society 
to difgrace itfelf by betraying and ill treating nie, 
confefe that a Society is bound as far as I have 
ftated, to give its fupport to thofe whom it may ia- 
yolve in profecution. 

It mufi be obvious that the fupport which a So- 
ciety is bound to give in the cafe in queftion, is not 
folely confined to the particular mode nowfpecified. 
A Society's interfering in fuch a cafe does not arife 
from their opinion that the Printer's circumftances 
require it ; thi^it would make it a meafure of benevo- 
lence which ii would be at liberty to withhold or be- 
ftow* Jfor does it arife from a fenfe of the Prin- 
ter's public fpirit, that would make it ftill an opti- 
onal matter of reward* Its fupport is granted 
becaufe it feels fuch a ftep its bounden duty as a 
debt of bonejiy^ which muft either be difchar^ed or 
its charafter of integrity will be juftly, for e^er, for- 
feited. It would be abfurd to fay that an inflitution 
defigned to do good, is at liberty to adopt proceed- 
ings which may betray unfufpefting individuals to 
their ruin. The conduft of a pyblic body ought 
in fuch cafes not to be guided by the inconfiderate 
and interefted voice of a partial meeting of its mem- 
bers. It ought to be founded on ajiifl: and fixed 
principle, from which no deviation fliould ever be 
made — r" To be produdive of as much ^ood to the 
community as lies in its power y but to avoid doing injury 
to any individual'* — The queftioij then is whether it 
be any injury to a man to be dragged from a bufi- 
nefs which depends on his prefence and exertions, 
^d to he immured in a prifon for one, two or three 

years ? 
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years ? Few men m their fenfes, I l)eUevc, will be 
at a lofs to decide : Few at leafl whatever they may 
aflfefl: to fay, would chopfe to fabitiit to it. It may 
be faid, that it is not ahv^ays in the power of aflbci- 
ation to avoid involving a Printer. I do not aflfent 
to this, but if it were even fo, is not the affociatioil 
ftill bound in principle to free the man whom it has 
involved, from the dangerous confequences, by every 
means in its power. Toilluflrate this I fliall intro- 
duce the following dialogue, in a gr^at meafure 
founded, not verbally^ but in the fp.rit of a'recent 
occurrence. 

PRINTER. Permit me to inform this aAbciatioa 
that I have been arretted fome feven months ijnce 
for publifliing one of its papers. I have been bailed 
by two of your members, who are bound in the fum 
of two hundred pounds for my (landing my trial. 

ASSOCIATION. Well— be under no alarm ; 
we will employ an Agent and Counfel to fupport 
you under the profecurion. 

PRINTER. 1 thank you my friends, but the 
general opinion is that I ftiall be found guilty of the 
matter in queftion, and many found Lawyers have 
declared that they think I fliall be fentejiced to a 
heavy fine. 

ASSOCIATION. Depend on us, we wiH pay 
your fine be it ever fo heavy. 

PRINTER. Well, fuppofe, I have no doubt of 
your fupport, z\xho\i^(' looking round the place of 
meeting Jour meetings have been very tbin^ cf late.-^ 
Yet I may be fentenced to be whipt— or pillored, 
or put into prifon for a length of time, What 
then ? — can you bear thefefor me ? 

ASSOCIATION. '' Whipt ! Impofflble thef I 
never attempt that ! As to the pilbry we will attend 
you there and honour you witn our - huzzas— ^and 

fo 


li 


( xxix ) 

ft>r Newgate, you fhall live famptuoufly there; we 
will dine with you every day, and pay for your 
dinners. 

PRINTER. My friends, fuppofe you may bs 
miftaken. The crifis which in Scotland, fentenced 
a * CLERGYMAN to feven years, and MUiR to 
fourteen years, imprifonnvent ot tranfpprtarion, on 
a fuppofition of feditious intentions, may behold 
fimilar feverities exercifed qpon a Printer in Ireland, 
on a fimilar fuppofition. An Irifti Judge in his late 
fpeech to the jury expreffed his hope to inftid the 
punilhment of any fuppofed feditious intentions, in 
BLQQDY CHARACTERS upon THE BACKS 
OF THE OFFENDERS. What reafon have I to 
fuppofe that a fimilar fpirit may not influence a 
judge againft me ? Have we not fuflScient examples 
in the fate of DUN and DRljE ? 

ASSOCIATION. Dun and Dfie/ why it mua 
be confefled thefe are melancholy examples : but if 
the worft goes to the word, you knpw it is. on/y 
* going to Newgate^ where, as we already faid, we*|l 
fupport ^6nfumptuo'Jly. ^ 

PRINTER. As to my diningfumptnou/ly m New- 
gate, I have (ome peculiar notions of my own. I 
thank G—d I have always a cgmfor table dinner at 
home, in that fociety which is to me the fweeteft in 
the world. I could wifh not to be feparated from 
it. No circumftsmce could attone to my little fa- 
mily for my bein^ torn from it ; vlox could any cir- 
cumftance induce me tp fubmit t® their humbling 
themfelves to refide in a jail with common felons. 

ASSOCIATION. All this maybe very true, 
' but what have we to do with your feelings ? 

PRINTER. I am forry my feelings form no 
part of your cotnftderatioa. I wi(h ih^y did* To 

* The Rev. Jylr. Fyfche Palmer, a fcaior fellow of Quecn'i 
College, Cambridge. 
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he fhort, even ^t^ftu^alrate^ k would coft mor^'^ 
than two hundred pounds to pay fpr an apartment fpr 
me, and to fupport me in Newgate for a year j 
from the temper of the times, I may be fentenced 
to an imprifonment of two, three, or four years,, 
and to a heavy fine, at the difcretion of the judge. 
It is therefore better for you my friends, as it will 
be wifer and cheaper^ to exonerate n^y bail, by en- 
gaging to pay the tw.o hundred pounds }n which 
they are bound for my takir^ my trial, than for me 
to run the chance of imprifonment, and you the 
chancy of having to fupport nie in Newgate, and 
to pay a heavy fine^ 

ASSOCIATION. Two hundred pounds! to 
engage to pay two hundred pounds for your bail ! 
The money of the fociety ought to be carefully atr 
fended to ! --Bedde there are two hundred pounds 
yet due fir wine drank in Newgate * 

PRINTER. I am e?ctremely forry to hear it—r 
but that debt is no fault of mine— I earneftly entreat 
of you my friends, to jronfider my fituatiorj, and 
that of your two worthy members who are my bail, 
I have for twelve months fubmitted without a mur- 
mur, to the lofs of my eftablJAiment, from which 
I was forced by publifhing the addrefs of yours, fpr 
which I was arrefted. If you exonerate thefe two 
men, I fhall bear without pining, the. heavy pu- 
niftment of being for ever driven from my friends 
and my country 

ASSOCIATION. No, no, we'll not exonerate 

your bail, we are only bound to Jupport you in cafe you, 

Jiand your trials and are put into Newgate. We ef- 

teem you very much, but the fociety* s funds are ex- 

haufted! We acknowledge your public Ipirit, but 

* It will appear hereafter when this expreiilon was ufed to 
me* 

two 
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two hundred pounds is agreatfutn! You can fuffer 
• nothing while we fupport you, but in fad we are in 
debt, as we told you, and have not the money to fay. ^ 

It will be obvious to every man what reliance the 
printer ought to place on promi/es of this kind. If 
a man's feelings conftitute his happinefsf, he is cer- i 

tainly the beft judge of what will injure them, with- 4 

out bringing his lofs of property into the queftion. < 

The affociation refufing its fupport only in cafe of | 

his {landing his trial, is unjuft, and arbitrary in the 
extreme. Like the old judgment againft witchcraft, 
it goes to (hew favour only to the man who is willing ' 

to Jink : it is a total violation of the fixed principle 
which ought to be invariably obferved by every pub- 
lic body, " to do as much good as poffiMe, but never 
to do injury to any individual** a principle which, if 
the'latter part bear "any relaxation, ought to be con- 
ftrued into this fenfe — " to do as little injury as poji-* 
ble to any individual^ Now it is evident, the mode 
ado|)ted by affociation, in the cafe alluded to, is nei- 
ther avoiding to do any injury, nor endeavouring to 
do as little as poJJible.-At is not taking to itfelf the 
confequences of its own aft: it is no more than 
taking to itfelf the very unfair authority, to fix what 
fort of injury or injuries it will think proper to con- 
drain the printer to fubmit to, and as whipping, thq 
pillory, tranfportation, orconfinementfor a fewyears, . 
happen to be more to its liking than indemnifying 
a man for his loffes, and exonerating his bail, they 
gravely tell him, unlefs he will (land his chance of 
thQ former, they will abandon him to his fate, and 
as in my cafe, fupport him by the /c«(?arj of e^pul' 
Jion. 

* If the /mail film of 2oo/. cannot be afforded in this cafe, 
Jiow will i)xt greater {\xm for fupporltag the printer fumptu- 
oufly, aod paying his fine be raifed ? , 

ASSO- 
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ASSOCIATION and th^ unfortunate printer 
thu& coupkd, may be very aptly likened to Gold^ 
fmith's excellent ftory, of the giant and the dwarf; 
the latter being enticed out to aflift the former in 
battle againft a powerful enemy. In the heat ot the 
fight^ while the giant fmote all before him^ the poor 
dtvarf felt the whole weight of the enemy's blows 
fall on him, '^ Courage !"— cries the former, 
*« my little friend !" — fee what honeur WE ob* 
tain! — " Alas !"— replies the dwarf—I faintl I am 
hard prcffcd, and feverely wounded."—" Po, po, 
wounded, quoth the giant, "never mind that! 
don't you fee how I bear it,' — ** Yes, but my dear 
friend,*' groans out the little warrior, " my left 
hand is cut off, and 1 have loft my fword ! for 
G— d's fake affift me to retreat from the danger^ 
you know you brought me into it'* — '^ Brought you 
into it ! I brought you out tojight! ^n^^ot t^ retreat^ 
ril [npport you onfywbilfycuftand by me^ and if you 
attem;)t to retreat, you may die and be d — n— d ! 

The cafe is exa^Iy fimilar with alTociation and 
the printer, whom it refufes to fupport, unlefs he 
Hands his trial. The writer of the matter in quef- 
tioti, and the body which iflues it, ftrut about load* 
cd with the honours of patriotifm and a literary repu- 
tation, while the poor printer, after lofing his efta- 
blifhment, and being dragged from his family, is 
thruft into prifon, to fufFer the buflfets of the law, 
as his ihare of the honour arifmg from the political 
warfare. 

It would be abfurd to fay, that a General ought 
never to retreat before a fuperior enemy, whatever 
coitfequences might threaten his attempt to (land 
the field. The fame reafoning applies to ASSOCI- 
ATION, committed againft law; where the Iof$ 
likely to be incurred by flanding a trial, threatens 

to 
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to amount to much more than any advantage which 
can poflibly accrue from doing fo, it mud be obvi- 
ous to every man in his fenfes, that both prudence 
and policy ought to fuggeft, " a good retreat is bet- 
ter than a bad battle." A (kilful general deems it, 
wifer to leave a portion of his baggage behind, 
than to hazard the ruin' of his army by his flay 4 
aflbciation ought, in prudence to it/elf, c^en/etting 
honefty to the printer out of the queftion, to pay his 
bail in a fmall fum, rather than hazard his impri- 
fonment, and payment of a double, perhaps a thre- 
ble fum, for a fine, and for fupporting him, by 
forcing him to (land his trial. 

Apromife in many cafes muft be allowed to be a 
wry good things but I believe there are few men who 
would not prefer performance. Now in the cafe al- 
luded to in the above dialogue, affociation only pro- 
mifes, and, that promife is not always followed by per-- 
formance^ Experience proves in the inftance of the 
fociety of United Iriflimen's folemn engagement to 
fupport me, under the profecution commenced 
againft me, for the articlexopied from the Northera 
Star. Their folemn engagement was neverthelefs 
deliberately violated from day to day, week to week 
month to month, term to term, "during the fpace 
of a whole year, notwithftanding my repeated ap-r 
plications to the diflFerent lawyers of the fociety. 
It is a common remark, and I believe a very juft 
one, that a perfon who fuffers once may blame the 
man by whom he is ill treated, but if he leaves it 
in the power of the fame perfon to ill treat him 
again, he . certainly deferves himfelf to bear the 
blame of the fecond ill treatment : if we apply this 
to a printer, and affociation, the printer muft be 
cgregioufly to blame, who could place a dependence 
on a quarter whofe breach of faith he had already 

F fuffered 
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fuffered by™befides what reliance can be placed up- 
on a piromife of future fupport, and-the payment of 
a fine, when that promife is accompanied with an 
acknorwledgement of owing more than it has means to pay^ 
amounting to an utter incapacity of difcharging 

jfc its jufl debts let them be of what nature they 

may. 

It miift be allowed that affociation undefignedly 
may involve itfelf in profecution. If fuch a want 
oF precaution be cenfurable in a very high degree^. 

L it is lefs fo where the body manifefts an honourable 

promptitude to do every thing in its power, to ex- 

, tricate the man who may be fo unfortunate as to be 

fubjefted to danger by it. But it ought to be an 
cbjeft of enquiry, with every honeft and thinking; 
citizeri, by what means an affociation, whofe funds 

I were known to be limited and uncertain, (hould' 

io exhauft itfelf in a fingle cafe of fix months im- 
prifonnptent,* as not to be capable of affording a 
Ilhiall fum, where the perfonal liberty and future 
welfare of one of its members were at (lake : a. 
man whom it had helped to force from his eftablifh- 
meht, and had involved in profecution, and who 
looked for nothing, but that the fociety fliould dif- 
charge his bail in cafe of an arreft, which he had 
* ihcurred by publifhing one of that fbciety's addref- 
fes. Ought not the leading men, who take to them- 
felves the tnerit of any good that has been done, 
• and who generoufly bellow all the blame of tbeir 
own errors on the mafs of hoheft citizens ; ought 
not they, when direfling the expendirure, to have 
fuggelled fomething like a fyftem of oeconomy ?\ 
They were placed in a fituation where delicacy and 
honour would have gloried in exhibiting that gene- 
rous felf'denial^ which is ever their attendant. 
They had the PURSE of affociation in their hands y 

* This was more unpardonable as k was not known but eve- 
ry member of the fociety who had diftributed the addrefs, ww. 
invplved \jiProJccuf\m* 
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♦1i«y knew its T?ireight, or rather its Ughtnefs : they 
were themfelves in the habits of feverely condemn- 
ing the profufe expenditure of the public revenues; 
ithey knew that profecutions were pending againft 
other members, for afts of the aflbciation, and 
that thefe men might be fentenced to fines and con- 
finement, all of which ought to be paid from that 
purfe which they were exhaufting.* 

I know not by what name we fhould call that fot- 
ti(h infatuation which abufes the facred name of 
public fpirit, and impofes upon the credulity of a 
well meaning people* Under the command of GE- 
NERAL APPETITE, with the cook and vintner 
as aid du camps ^ and the purfe of aflbciation as its mi- 
litary cheft, it takes the field againft the corruption 
of the higher powers. The irregular Marauders of 
the LAW, wrapt in the glorious obfcurity of their 
profeflion, fcour the purlieus of the city, as '^forag- 
ing party in the van : PHYSIC full of tremulous and 
frovident energy^ armed with a pomp of words: 
fcatters her fiimulative manifeftoes m the rcre. 
Thejbanquet is the field of battle: rumps and do- 
zens are the breaft work and artillery : a bumper 
toaft is the word of command, and after a campaign 
of fix months caroufal, Aflbciation fneaks out of 
ncwgate, to difgrace her name in the bankrupt ca- 
lendar : her lawyers take their places at her meet- 
ings, full of their important atqhievements ; fighing 
a requiem to the manes of Xkit fiejb-pets departed \ 
eager to incur a frefh occafion of feftivity, and re- 
fclved to fet their faces againft the exoneration of 
bail, or the payment of any juft debt, which affords 
not a profpeft of a greafy chin,, and plentiful liba* 
tions to the confufion of the common enemy ! 

After 

• • TKis unprincipled pfofujion in one cafe pr(«iuccfd unprinfr 
pled dffertioh in ttc other? 
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After a campaign like this, we need not be afto- 
nifhed if Aflbciation appear to glory in the divorce 
from her hulband, PUBLIC OPINION, by whom (he 
was fo lately efpoufed. We may lament, if intoxicat- 
ed, fcduced, and polluted in the embraces of 
BPJEFLESS LAW, fhe no longer preferve the 
countenance of virttw^ after the lofs of her honour : 
or, if, only attentive to the fupport of her para- 
mours^ and the counfel of her betrayers, flie fhould 
grow incapable of diftinguifliing her friends from 
her enemies, — fhould become forgetful of her folemn 
engagements, and (hould appear deftitute of the 
will and the power to difcharge her juft debts. Sen- 
fible of her fallen charafter, (he may become more 
folicitous to patch and to paint her emaciated beau- 
ty, by the whitewafh of refolutions, uponrefolutions, 
and addreffes upon addrefles, than to retrieve the 
jewel reputation, by the energy of virtuous aftions. 
— Vifibly perverted from the end of her creation, 
and no longer difcerning her beneficent objeft, need 
we be furprifed.at any of her proceedings ; if like 
a taper expiring in the focket, (he exhibit a momen- 
tary flafli, or, like a dying heftic fhe afTume a falla- 
cious appearance of vigour: then we may behold her 
in her laft flruggles, aping the flrut of a maudlin 
ftroller in a barn, attempting to terrify with the 
thunder of the muftardbowl^ and launching the 
SQUIB of EXPULSION in all the mighty indig- 
nation of pantomimic folemnity ! 

What a precious conclufion of the political farce, 
which we have feen played upon the public flage, 
for the benefit of beef-eaters, and the corps of con- 
vivial artillery men employed on the occafion ! In 
every fcene. Indigence and Want of principle, ex- 
hibited with wealthy Egotifm, and Imbecility as 
prime ACTORS : the former fucccfsfally played 

upon 
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upon the latter ; the latter paid the mtiftc to 
excite a clap from the multitude. Folly (houted 
her applaufe, but Honefty fat out of countenance : 
Virtue was conftrained to play the mute, and 
Truth being detefted Ihedding a tear over the 
grave of public fpirit, was fufpefted to be a libeller, 
and unanimoufly expelled the meeting. The whole 
of the piece formed that jumble of inconfiftency, 
where the belly was called on to think for the head, 
and the arguments were drawn from the bottle: 
the bill qf fare was confulted as the volunfie of wifr 
dom, and five courfes were the plenitude of patrio- 
tifm. The art oi Jinking was fo exquifitely ftudied, 
ths^t, fcene after fcene the imagination was wound 
down to the completion of the cataftrophe^ and the 
laft aft happily difplayed the profound powers of 
political fcience, by which good is the refult of 
chance, and error and injuftice the produftion of 
deliberate fyftem. 

The appropriation of the funds of affocl^tion be- 
ing the queftion on which I am at prefenc, the di- 
greffive animadverfion I have juft fallen into, is 
highly appofite. One example has more force th2(,n 
a hundred arguments ; I fhall now refume the ini- 
mediate objeft of enquiry on which I was engaged. 

That " an aflbciation is bound not merely to SUP- 
PORT, but if poffihle to EXTRICATE any per/on 

whom it may involve in the dangers of profecution*^ ? 

is I believe a principle fo clear and juft, that 
every unprejudiced mind will at once admit it. I 
do not think that even the lawyers of the fociety of 
United Irilhmen could have courage enough diredly 
to deny it ; but it muft be apparent that thefe pub- 
lic fpirited men, would be unfit to lead worthy citi- 
zens, if they had hot ingenuity enough to Jplit a 
point of truth, fo as that the half which may fuit 

their 
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fheir purpofe, Ihali be' really, true, though not tht 
whole truth. Their ability in the way 1 ;ilUiJe to, 
is happily exemplified in their defignedly fubftitut- 
ing the word SUPPORT,' where they know they 
ought to ufe the word EXTRICATE. Tell one of 
thcfe, that " aflbciation is bound if poffibleto 
EXTRICATE thofe whom it may involve." The in- 
genious barrifterappears toaflent " Yes — affociatioa 
ig bound to SUPPORT thofewhora it mayinvolve," 
and by putting the word " iffojfthle" before " SUP- 
PORT," there is a moftexceilent loophole for an 
honed fet of logical leaders, afterwards to impel 
aflbciation into a total defertion of its unfortunate 
yiftims. 

I believe the public have a pretty fair notion of 
the jujlke of the fubtle reafoners who have fo fuc- 
cefsfulLy contrived to pafs off a pfoniie of SUP- 
PORT for an a£t of EXTRICATION. I rtiall, how- 
ever, make one remark which will more (Irongly 
paint their real prinripies. SUPPORT is to EX- 
TRICATION, where extricaiion is pojjibk, what 
FIVE SHILLINGS IN THE POUND is to FULL 
PAYMENT, where full payment is pojpble; a com^o- 
fition, or rather z frflud, which afwmdlcr ir,:.y go 
through with, but which a man of intestricy would 
perifli before he would think of attempdng. 

Cafes may occur, where, the perfon involved in 
profecution may deem it lefs hazardous to ftanJ his 
trial, than tb withdraw from it. This fiiould, in 
juflice, be left to his own option : in fuch an in- 
ftance, the employing counfel and agent, ought 
not to be left to the care of the lawyers of the atfo- 
ciation. The fociety of United Irifhmen fell into 
this error, which produced the violation of their 
firft engagement to fupport me, and ail its train of 
difgraceful confequences. 

r have 
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I have before remarked, that the official honours 
of aflbciatlon ought to be a common and alternate 
pojfejfton. This would be unfair, if any trouWc 
which might occur, were to be thrown as a burthen 
upon any particular profeflion.' It is true, if law- 
yers . betray an aflbciation into the adoption of a 
dangerous publication as a fafeone, (this was the 
cafe in the publication which brought Meffrs, But- 
ler and Bond to the bar of the lords, and alfo in 
the addrefs to the volunteers) in common equity 
they ought to exert themfelves to extricate it. But 
as common equity and common law a,re often very far 
removed from each other, a reliance ought not to 
be in any cafe placed upon the latter where it can be 
aivoided. The Ihameful neglefl: I have juft menti- 
oned ought to be a fufficient example. If the 
mafs of citizens can be once taught to think for. 
themfelves, the like will ever be avoided:^ Were it 
even aflured that the lawyers woulS faithfully dif- 
charge the -truft repofed in them, there' is ftill a 
ftrong reafon why it ought to be preferred, to em- 
ploy fuch as are not members of the aflbciation : It 
is proved that lawyers who are known to be mem- 
bers of afTociation, have not the fame weight as 
others would have in a court, on any caufe involv- 
ing the afTociation, or any of its proceedings. 

Juftly to proportion its means tothe^«^ in viev/, is 
the part of wifdom : cecohomy therefore is the fheet 
anchor of aflbciation, as I have already enforced. 
It is neceflary in cafes of confinement, to have a 
fixed principle of expenditure to reforttc* The ob- 
jeft Ihould be to afford fecial chearfulnefs, rather 
than to overburthen the perfon in confinement, by 
a multitude of company. Where cne only is im- 
prifoned, the table fhould never be covered for 
more than four perfons,- to confift of himfelf and 

three 

* This fixed principle fKould form a part of the coriftituiioii' 
Thiough a want of this the XJ. Irifbmcn h^c^mt B.tnkrtLps' 
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three others: he fhould have leave to a(k one of thefc 
himfelf, who, at his option might, or might not, be 
a member of the aflbciation : the remaining two 
ought to be members, as it is proper, that the whole 
of the affociation who bear the expence, ought to 
be invited, according to their feniority on the ad- 
miffion lift. The money to fupport this ought to 
be drawn from th^ funds, not to be levied by arbi- 
trary fum>ro}f.s iflued to the members, informing 
each individual, that on fuch a day he was to cover 
a table and to bring but two of his friends. In the 
mannerl propofe, imprifonment n;iight be fupported 
at a laudable expence : not as was feen in a late in- 
ftance, w here the members of the aflbciation inftead 
of having two friends to fupport in prifon, had daily 
to give a feftival to ten or twelve perfons, and often- 
times to a ftill greater number.* 

I know it will be faid that the mode I condemn 
has the advantage over that which I recommend : 
that it is effeded without drawing on the funds, the 
perfon called on to give a dinner, being taught to ron- 
fider his doingfo^ asadiftinft duty from his contribut- 
Jing to pay the fine, and that in the cafe alluded to, 
it did not leflen any individuars grant, as the lift of 
contribution, with the names of the members and 
thefums, they chofeto give towards the fines, annex- 
ed, were procured before the iffuing of dinner fum- 
monfes was intimated. To this I anfwer, that any 
thing which looks like a fineffe ought ever to be 
avoided: I am of opinion, that there can be no 
mode devifed to induce a perfon in his fenfes, to 
advance fix, eight, or ten guineas, which will pre- 
vent his feeling that he has advanced it.' It is my 
opinion alfo, that many, if not the greater number 
of men, whofe pockets tell them that they have 
given two, three or four guineas, towards a fine^ 

and 

*To produce an oppoCte conduft in future the/fj/? cannot be 
toojirongly reprobated* 
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and thre^or four guineas to cover a table, at one 
part of the year, will be apt to affign that expence 
as a reafon why they cannot contribute a fmgle fliil- 
]ing tQwards perhaps a.fiinibr cafe, . a. few nK>nth8 
afterwards. This is Ip w^eU knqwn by , experience, 
.tha^ it alone ought to be a Sufficient re^ifon to enforce 
the fyflem of. regular oe^onomy, which I. recomr 
mend ^ I dp not. mean as to the^^^^ mode., but its 
principle^ which ought never be loft fight of. 
f The moft important events ar« produced by tri- 
vial caui)ss, an attention to jnitrntia is therefore indif- 
penfibly neceffary. I ani clearly» of opii^ion, that 
the fum to be allowed feu* th^ (uppprt^ot perfons ia 
confinement, ought to be fixed; Perhaps a guinea 
daily ought to be deemed a very fufEcient allowanccf 
for th^ table of two, including fuch as ought to dine 
w^th them,. I am more particular in thi«, becaufe Lam 
confident no perfon of delicacy wpuld wifljx,tq. take 
advantage of his imprifonmentta.liveat^a greater 
^^pence, than he isaccuftomed toat hi« owatsi)le9 
efpecially knowHng the inadequacy of the fuiids 
from which fuppor t is to be drawn. ^ . 

To procure chearful enjoyment foR the confined, 
ougbt to be the obje^ : t^Q drawing tpgethj^ a 
crowdtof company is notneeefTary forthisipurppfe. 
When thvee or four are (;onfined, a t^ble ought not 
to be covered for more than five or fix perfons,, the 
expence to be encreafed in. proportion tp. what I 
have already flated. I mention this becaufq J. would 
not be deemed to infinuate, that if a t^ble for four 
be allowed to one ia confinemienr, the tabljS ought 
to be covered in proportion, where more a.re con- 
fined. Should the perfpns confined wifh to invite a 
greater number of friends than what I have fpccifi- 
cd, tb(5y ought to do it at their own expence^ a cir-- 

G cumftance 
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cumftance which every man of fprit will ii^^andy 
acircdc to, or rafhcr be himfey'y ihefafti^fri^J 

Where \ht indiTidual ifflprifbndcT is lb drcofi^ 
fUnced, that he is depriyed of the means of fnpport* 
ing his femily, by the lofs of his liberty^ a cam* 
inittee coitipofed of hpneft cohsttu^ ought to be 
chofen Yo enquire b(na ^r he is aggrieved, and- to 
encreafe the grant for his fnpporr oc^onBugif. 

For the prefent I clofe my obfervafions on popu- 
lar aflbdations. Wifliout the fmalleft r^ard to 
'^tfiebk crnfu^es which z fallen parly macj endeavour 
toraifeag^nft me, I h^ve delivered my opinioosL 
Opinions not «rtt; to me, fincealmoft every. United 
frifliman^ witK whom I have converfcd thcfe eigh- 
teen months, has heard me deplore the caufes * on 
which they are founded. The mode in which I 
write, haftily detaching flieet after. Iheet, wet to 
the prefs, has prevented that exad arrangeinent, 
which more leifure would have enabled me to bef- 
tow. \i will alfo cxcufe many inaccuracies of ftile, 
which unavoidably Real upon the pages of a man, 
whofe pen tf*avels pofu Tl4e fiim'e. opennefs and 
promptitude which the public did methe honour to 
remark in my condud, when printer of the Nati- 
onal Eveninjjf Star, and the fame wilh to be of fer-i 
vice, willltriift, appear in ihis. The writer who 
thus avows his thoughts, needs not a borrowed fig- 
nature, I have with a determined hand, ftruck at 
the difgraceftil 'pr^Qifes, -which have hitherto ftjgma- 
tized the public fpirit of this country, and gradually 
flung a night of di (honour on the name of an affo- 
ciatibn once fo refpeSable, This fociety has fallen 
by its own errors. A want of fyftem left room foj* 
/pnprincipled and ambitious men, to employ it in 
the moft deliberate afts of injuftice. The mafs of 
citizens with the beft of intentions, - but not 

in 
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in;ft»rJ»feit ^f; thiiikiiigidr tJicihrclyBa^;Qr;rfijii(|rtfi^^ 
ing>ril'^r^<y|iift^|jii»Q«$; are.imkilliagty rnlefl^by^iv 

with t|}erl^-Qf Stpfapttliribofly^ fthrgpD it»:bfehfefi* 
c^ .9^»^ijii[$ prjnci^^p; they :^ forgot :than((siim;> ; 

errors of aHminiftration, conftitUteitiieq&briadidiaiM'- 
ra^g; {jf^a. p^tfi^fc^ :that::t}£er<pim)p['^' w6f4^ wis 
fu(|ipif|if^£{)]^:tHr pfflife c^ paMu fpivit^ c/kisiplaiq^.'i 
th.^ii) taA^^fs ^ire-n)x>n^ifoitc(i to^bchpibfoiesjihaa'^ 
to^ tbejtt#cw?l§ c[T^aritzatioh/afr a. ptAdfiri-bo Ayi^* fo'*ai:C. 
^o '©}ftrA#ig^iftft: Itfotf : faUifag intix/erri^ ( Thsirifltm 
cnce ^hlph\vth^y obtained? %i:profoifibasJ; oft gub&s 
'v^t^A^tj. t.^^/ ^ft^ob for^ Ji k^dbDate:.aiidf(3ri£y^ . 
wbjcho featf^y r i« . pdifi^fffioiL p4 •' ^heyl haflwioA'^ tbr 
abufe.}/^!^rlGeft}u8 of.Iiibertyi'bdidd' bcij. m&M' 
fanftu^fy^ ^ladJr^p^lttited'byfUbe Tkipai8'.pi!af8fioii5 f . 
the inordinate vanity, the collufive tyranny, which 
are moft contrary to her pure principles. She be- 
held an injured man fingled out to be the viftim of 
their imaginary power ; a man whofe condufl: would 
perhaps have met reward, and whofe misfortunes 
would have been his prote£iion, had thofe who at- 
tempted to opprefs hiaij poffeffed either honour, ho- 
nefty^ or manly fpirit. She wicnefled him fummon- 
cd to their petty tribunal, to be infulted by the 
infolent falfehoods of one poffeffing the ferocious incli- 
nation^ of a M AR AT, but deftitme of his talents^ his 
courage, his pJiticalfanat^cifm. She beheld a mock 
trial, which fet every form of jufticeat defiance, and 
would force the accufed to criminate himfclf: where 
without evidence, or the fliadow of evidence, on a 
loofefurmife, hisj^/r/Mj/}^;^^;?2/>j hurried to pronounce 
fentence of condemnation, and toexhauft their whole 
(tore of infliftion upon the objeft. of their ven- 
geance. Fortunately, the merciful Denouncer and 
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bis good friends, had not authority to levy a fine, 
oip to plunge in a prifon ; they could not <:oBMnaiid 
the pillory, the baiter, or the guiUodne ; if they 
could, where the will was fo manifeft, • the tieed 
would have rapidly followed, and the Printer of the 
people would have been hurried to a dungeon, or 
have periflied by the bloody and fummaryprocefs of 
the ad of September. 

The public fpirit at prefent, maybe likened to a 
0up in a ftorm, with feven feet of water in her hold: 
the command ufurped by men ^ually vain, uti- 
ikilful and arbitrary, in whom the CREW have no 
confidence, yet by whom they are blindly impelled, 
wanting fortitude to examine into their own danger. 
I have pointed out the f0//£n timbers whence the 
iiok fprung. Letisvety honeft heart as boldly exert 
himfdf, and we (hall foon fee her fafe moored, in 
thorough repair, in the haven of Public JLiberty« 
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OYOU-^he PSOPLS— you, whofe facred csufiB 
I ptademy firft, ^d filU my deaicft theme : 

^f if^ch I grew enamour'd with my yean; 
At though it were a meant of health and life, 
. More prized than worldly treafore rich aodiiffe, ' 

Wherewitl^to deck, my body in amy, 

-A^d crown- with fame, and fortune all my days !— - 

O YOU-^-the PEOPLE— you, whofe gloriouinanie 

£nkindl'd fpirit in my boytih breaft. 

And to my childhood gavc-^lK prid^ of man.; 

'As With a glowing heart, I fcann^d the j^ge 
>, Slecordingloft Juwrna's iate of old, 

Wheftl>£AC£ affrighted fled, and ruthle£|,^AR 

Spread defolation on ourhaplds idfc |^-J. 

;^ YOU — the PEOPLE !— you for whom r^ paced 

My lonely chamber, the long winter's night, 

. With moiften*d eye ind feclifigs up in arms, - ' 

Mniing upoa your wrongs, aiid cfaoefixig Itrth 

Fit fpeech, to thund*r in Oppreflion's ear : ^^St^' 

What time, the low'ilng tyrant of the north . * 

High o'er the world his gelid fceptre rais'd, - ^ 

finding thefireamt in ice and fadd'ning all 

The face ^ natttrc>. with a wafte of ifiiowj.; 
, Ev'n thenr^-uHheedful of the hiting froft, • 

^e while the ambers in^the lieaith grew cold 

For you the PEOPLE 1 hsre 1 toil'd, my hraii^' 

Kor felt the abience of the fummer heat, ' 
' TiU, to afhnff confum'd, the taper funk, 
^, And darknefs drove me tp a matin flecp i 

.;— Qyou-?^THE PEOPLE 1 you, for whom I cafi 

Mjfilf, my />r«^iA/, and my meam awny, 

jtU but ate h0M^ name/^r-^y is it fit 

That 1 ihouldjield that precious jewel ^p 

To the vile cavilrc^ a hollow crew ? 

Or fliall I— when my. fpvita take the field. 

And firm refblve on cool refloftios' Minits, 

Shall. 1 a daftard leflbn take of fear, 

Wh«n the great PUBLIC CAUSE is tri^rjhjfirau , 

^f>j/J/^ OSTENTATION ?— fliall I ftart 

At Allien, enyioos fliadows ! denfe and foul ! 

Mere hMUi full of ttf^svr, which my breath , 

In brave derifion can difperfe in air ? 
. O never ! never !— this brief fpan of life 

I hold of value-— -only held with hontu?! * ^ 
* JBl(t aot atall i— !— 

W. f . C. 
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T HE PEOPLE, 

6 F 1 R EL A W D* 
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BV^*t»«rtt DtVuJTiE© SEJLVAKT, 

JtJ.E tvho 1s pafliye ijn(f?f '^pi:(5ajtirienf, invites a^rVpfitition 
*^ injury :— who is ftki^t d^ndet unxnerited flarid^Y, be- 



wounds his blood miift^flbJ<tfV'^o awaken his rcfentm<ferit ; to 
excite defence. Mair -iloni?;" riffe^'fu'|)ef ifer ; cqrifclo'iiy of an 
immortal mind, of. t,hje yilue of a^ good naine^ {i^, toils to 
defcrve it ; he v^atches. Qve« lit .with an honouirabie folic!- 

tude; he fets his life Upon- T]^'4ia5iaS^d^ to perifft or defend 
it, when unjuftly attack e,dV. 

\xi this fitua|i9iiiTieel mytelE.*' Fqit tvteWe months I have 
fubmitted in filence .t-o the- ruiw of nny^profp^ais. ; I have 
been driven by profcripHiiri frtprlbciety. Rcrnrerf to fly 
from Dublin, o change!my]najrte, and to c^iincieia! ^nyfelf 
for fafeiy ; I faw day afteXtdatytpafs away, th«:fetttei!fce of a 
court fu<*pended overray^h^fl^^^^t pT<l>ffiaQ'6f a'prffon be- 
fore mc. I witftc(td the* {pl^iYirt'engag^fil'e^^^ 
aflbciation to fupfiprtV^!?*' foKfiif^jigi'tingj ii;s^^ 
ciples, deliheratefy violated. I fffk'"myfcfFJefertcd'by- men 
whofe profeffions I'ifhfdffW^Hy''teli>cl^on^ and wbb were 
bound by every hot>«(^p!.incipte ooth.plibtic and private, to 
fland by me in the cfeilgfiroliSrplsrticanKnt in' \iiihlcte(thcy 
have involved nue. I wasfiUnt under alt t Sir, ncft-becaufc 

I did 
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I .did not deeply k4 it, .b.ut be^p^iife .SLnv puUication nUht 

fiSf up^With a hope that there wi^s enough of courage, and 
virtue in the (^afk df citizens to oBt^inl nne juftjce, irid to 
Vindicate the Society. WHHe I hitl that Tiopfe, I r^jpcat it, T 
wtf/ SILENT, yht ^rafping^ hand 9J monopoly ^ ^nd a Jfirit 
%f deltber^e ihjujfice have c^xt'in^alAied that , hope. A 
^P ARTY, not fatisfied with what I have f^fFered, and inca- 
pable of appreciating the difinterefted motive of my ftlcnce^ 
mifconllrued it into a want of fpirit. Struggling to cover 
their own tiegleQ, thefr v^ant of principle, their incoirfift- 
encyj, they labour to .deepen the cloud which furroapds me; 
to blacken me by the moft odipus and d.e(})icable inventions ; 
not content with dcferting me, they ftir all their powers if 
ppflible to cfulh me with infamy in the very hour of prpfe- 
cution* ' They at jjcngth force me unwillingly upon this de-^ 
fence, which will covei* them with diftionour. It not infre- 
quently happens that the malevolence which is deligned to 
injure an individual recoils upon its aut)iors, and becomes a 
fourceof benefit to the intended vi Sim. I have recently ex- 
perienced the force of this truth. The deliberate oppreiTions 
planned againfl: me by certain members of the Society of 
United Irishmen, have covered thcmfelves with fhame, ^nd 
ftreri^-hened the public feniiment in my favour. Difpaf- 
ftonate and reflefting men beheld with furprife all that fpi- 
rit of fnjuftice which is the profeflfed objeft of reform, real- 
ized upon a confined fcale in the boforh of an affociation 
founded tooppofc injuftice, and toftrugglefor refirm. They 
difcovercd in iis leaders the fame luft of power, and 
the fame pronenefs to abufo it, which thefe men affeSed to 
denounce in the conftitutionnl authorities. With a mixture of 
tftonifliment, concern, and indignation, they witnefled a 
confpiracy fet on foot, if poflihle, to ruin thechara^er of a 
Printer who had loft his eftabiiftiment by devotinor himf'irlf to 
the popular interefl, and who was marked out as an object 
for deftruftion by the ruling power ; this man they beheld ^ 
vilified, infulted, betrayed, and abandoned in the hour o'^ 
trial, by the very men who had led him into danger! by 
a fociety, whofe profeff'ed principles he had zealoufly fup- 
'portcd^—^a Body which was twice pledged Jn his defence, 
iftd whofe public thanks he had received I 

Tl« 
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The revokitton of i688,cftabltilied in th'efe realms the 
right df the colledive body to refift oppreflion. An indivt- 
dual, does not lofe thk right hj entering into an aSbciation 
inftijtuted tq cooperate iu obtaining a ridrf/i of grirvancei^ 
en (he conti'ary^ e^e&ially to fulfil that beneficent obi^d, 
he b called on by his general 'right and his-bounden dur^, 
courageoufly tooppofe ihzahufeej pomer^:vaiA the creatm i^f 
grievances, in |he bpdy of whioi he becomes a member. If 
the common welfare requires him to oppofe injuftice where 
ins fellow is a^ fufferer^ it would he abiurd to fay, that he is 
not to oppofe oppreitibn^ or .that he is to be iilent under it, 
where he is himfelf the ob^ed of injjuftice litthis cafe the 
common welfare and the nril !aw of nature conjmand him to 
ftand up^ to repel ». to vindicate. 

Although the fpirited oppofitioir of the people prevented p 

tyrannical St ewar't from introducing a defpoticgovernment i lUo 
tbefe realms, yet I (hall be told,, <^ that to oppofe the efrocf 
of eftabliflied government tends to treafm • and reheliicn.** In 
Rkc manner I ftiall be told ** to oppofe iKe injuflice of the 
Society of United Irijfhmen, is a treafon and rebollion as^aind 
rts profejfed principles.'*^ This is nonfenle. That Which is 
defisjned for a good purp)ofe, but whiclf is perverted to a bad; 
ought to be oppoftd, and if it contains not the germ ofjfijf 
amendment, it ought to be regenerated by common confetU^^ 
The point which makes- oppofition to any government or af- 
fociation,, virtuous or criminal, i3 the proof whether cither 
are perverted to a bad purpofe or not K In the cafe of the 
United frifhnwn the public are the judges. In the former 
the whole nation only is competent to pdge^^and theprefent 
^ate of FrnMce holds out 3. terrible. warning, that the neceflity 
ftouid be (frong indeed before any thing like a- revolutioii 
lliould l>c aitf mpted in any other country. 

My enemies cannot deny that I have ever been uniform>y 
devoted to the eaufi oj the PEOPER. ' It cannot be juftly^ 
afTertf'*!, tfiat T commenced the TRADE or PROFESSION of 
FATRIOTISVI with the TRADE er PROFESSION of 
NRWSPRIN riNG. or that I made ufe of on^ to/rf/ the 
§tKer, My political opinions have ever been founded on this 
fimple princrpfe, ** that OPPRESSION cjijAf /i|Ar rf/!/7#i^; 

thta 

* Catholic vnfJom obtained the etmmw ewfcnt at King, L^rit «n4 
&«onmrr> for tmancifaiion^ 
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ciple, which incluffes an abhorrence of the ABUSE of POW- 
£R, wherever it exifts, originated with my powers of rca-* 
foB, grew by refledion^ and ftrengthened into irnmoveablc 
conviaion with my years. I have ever aAed confiftput with 
k. Whether the ABUSE /POWER lorded it m the fe- 
Xiate, or ufurped \ht faci cd form of piiWic fpirit^ it was alike 
odioujs to me 5 my ,paffions, my prejudices, my principles 
and my reafon role up in eternal enmity againft it. Con* 
viflion and feefing impelled me to employ the pen and t^e 
prefs .againft the higher powers of corruption ; to attack the? 
fllavifh fyideni of Catholic aridocracy ; (o level the arrows 
of rldicultt at Proteftant afcenilancy. Confident wit)i all the 
tenor of my public condud, I «#«/ rife to oppofethe ABUSE 
of POWER in the Society of UNITED IRISHMEN. ^ ' 

Tor a length of time the^ .public fia? witneflcd this .prinGi- 
ple difplayed in various produSions of my pen, which have 
appeared in the different periodical publications of Dub)in» 
T^en years ago a number of pieces of my writing in favour 
oHiberty were Inferted m the General Evening Poft. I af^ 
terwairds continufed to fend Effay$, &c. to the Evening Pack- 
et, and at different tinoes to almofl every other paper -which 
was open to the VOICE 9F THE PEOPLE. With thefe 
Several detached political pieces came out in fmall pamphlets^ 
which ferved to give me, perhaps^ no unfavourable intro- 
dudion to the public. ^ 

In all thefe early produSions it was eaffly difcove^able, 
that 1 wrot« more from the impulfe of a well-meanmg miini^ 
than from a thirft of literary reputation. I never dev9te4 f»l 
pen as a hirelings for pay, nor veiled the honeft freedom ot 
my fentiments. I drew no intereft from the fuccefs of the 
papers with which I correfponded, nor was I intimate with 
their .proprietors. I may therefore, without any imputation 
of vanity, be permitted to fay, that my conduS was allowed 
to be difinterefted., and my principles approved of by the 
real friends of the people. 

So early was I convinced of the indifpenfible neceflity of 
a union of the Irifli people, that nearly fevcn years ago, du- 
ring the celebrated conteft between Dr. O'Leary, and the 
Biftop of .Cloyne, among other political prints, wliich I de- 
ligned and tngraved, I pubirihed one in which Dr» O'Lcary 
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i>r. Campbell the celebrated PreAyterian clcrgymatt were 
flepided joining hands at the altar of peace. Hibernia was re« 
|>refentcd in the aS of recommending a UNION of the two 
ptrikafions in thefe words—" Forget your paft unfortunate 
oifTentious ; let this meeting be the bond of your UNION, 
and yoy will be iible to obtain from the fears of your op- 
preffors that redrefs which they refufe to the juftice and 
tnildnefs of your petitions.** — In another political engraving 
on the fame controverfy, the following words occur—" Let 
Iriihmen rennember — the freedom of Ireland, her powers of 
combating and defeating the oppreffive fchemes of her foes, 
her connm^rce, pfofperity, and political falvation, all depend 
upon the cordial UNION of her fonj**''^2Lnd in another on the 
fame occaiion — " On the ruinsoffalfehood, prejudice, and 
perfecuting bigotry, the temple of Irifh concord (hall rife, 
reared by the hands of a brave and injured people, whofe 
UNION only is wanting to render them FREE/* — Thefe en- 
gravings are flill in the hands of many peribns in Dublin ; 
they appeared in March, April and May, 1 78 7, and are un- 
equivocal proofs that my political principles have not been 
latterly taken up to ferve a paltry temporary purpofe. The 
Society of United Irifhmen of Dublin was inftituted the 
Jth or November, 1 791. The ProfpeSus of the National 
Evening Star was written by me towards the end of Auguft 
1 791, and it. was printed two months before the Society's 
inftitution. In that it will be found that I ftill preferved the 
fame fentiments of UNION, though expreffed more for- 
cibly than ever in the following fentence, " THE UNION 
OF THE PUBLIC VOICE ONLY IS NECESSARY 
FOR THE PUBLIC FREEDOM ; for, what hjuftly de. 
fnanded by the energy of millions^ ought not i$ be refufed by 
the prudence, and can f^ot be withheld by the reftjlance of a 
Few.**— It is eafy to fee that the grand principle which I 
recommended fo carneftly, was that UNION of talents and 
Virtue by which public confidence mud be conciliated and the 
people United fo as legally and peaceably to obtain that re- 
ibrm.which is their wilh. IDay is not more oppofite to night 
than this principle is to the union, or rather the petty cabal 
of phyfic and law, in which talents are united with, and 
fubfervient to injudice and oftentation; and the pomp of 
W6nfa if <ifed to draw fome twenty or thirty ;plain well- 
meaning 
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nafaning men to a meeting who fit infilence, aflinting ta 
y^hat|rhey condemn, and panic ft 5 uck by impcrioiu ruleri, 
who browbeat and irifult any man prefumptuous enough to 
glance at their felfilh views, or to queftion their di&atorial 
authority. % 

With a decided prepofleflion in favour* of its principles, tht 
National Evening Star was ufhered into notice, at a crifis^ 
perhaps, the mofl important in the Irifh annals ; at a period 
when the Catholic body animated by the efforts of a few in- 
dividuals it)fe from abjeft prollration into public notice. 
The writings of Jones, Mc. Kenna, Tone, and fevcral other 
literary patriots, had recently afforded a candid review of the 
Catholic queftion. Diverted of the loofe drofs of vindiSivc 
falfehood and credulous mifreprefentation, it exhibited a 
melancholy and memorable pi Sure of the evil effcfts of re- 
ligious animofity. The national character emerged from 
the fanguinary gloom of part times in fad but not unamiable 
colours. The Irifti, a brave and generous people, ever well- 
meanings but ever hurried into error by weak and unprincipled 
haders^ appeared for ages the deftined victims of ftern am- 
bition and intolerance. Divided, diftra^ed and fubdued, 
proicribed and driven into exile, their talents abufed, their 
valour fruitlefs, the hard fate of our anceftors awakened the 
compafRon of the liberal Proteftant community, and ferved 
as an example of UNION to tjie Catholics of the prefcnt 
day. 

While the perufal of thefe writings in^ufed a portion of 
refl^dion into the middle clafs of Catholics, a number of 
valuable men of that perfuafion ilTuin? from behind t^e comp^ 
ter, and from the camptinff-houfe^ poflrcfTcd of integrity and 
ability, of zeal and prudence, attracted the public notice. 
Among thete the great charaSer of KEOGH was rapidly 
developed. . His penetration, hislcourage,hisambition, hisun- 
bounded talents, his great powers of perfuafion exerted for the 
public good, provcdafourccotpublicbenefit. Diflinguifhedby 
thefe happy qualities, and eminently fitted for great occafion?, 
he fucceeded in infufing his own fpirit into the torpid mafs 
of three millions of his countrymen. United witli him ap- 
peared that cftimable charaQcr EDWARD BYRNE, 
whofe name is rendered fo confpicuous by the determined 
manner in which he came forward in the common caufe. 

■• Hit 
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IG% influence^ cxitnding through almoft every trading tow« 
and city m the kingdom, wielded at will the comrrxercial in-i 
tercft of the.Irilh Catholics. His known probity, his great 
property and connexions gave inapoitance to the caufc; 
which he efpoufed, and in a great raeafiire'enrured its fucccfe, 
Thefe menj accompanied by a number of p^ljefs caually 
honell and zealous, hadened to decide the laft combat be- 
tween the Catholic ariftocracy and the great body of that 
pesfuafion. The ftruggle was not of long conmuan.ce. 
Scarcely had the influence of the Catholic jpeeraje funk un-, 
ider the nobler afcendancy of reafon and juitice, when firm-* 
ucfs took place of imbecility in the Catholic committee j Je-r 
cifion fucceeded to delay, and meafurcs at once ample an3 
falwtary, vigorous and prudent, led up the Catholic quef* 
tion to dignified difcuffion in the fenate, and to the gracious 
Recommendation of our fovereign. Truth overcame every 
oppofition, and the memorable year which fii fl faw the Ca^ 
tholics break from the fetters of prejudice, /« think/or thrm- 
felves^ beheld them redeemed from the CURSE OF LEAr 
I)ERSHIP, and peaceably emancipated from the gallinj 
fhackles of the^ penal code. 

Previous to this great queftion having aflumed the fliape 
of petition, and while the Catholics of the metropolis cic- 
erted themfelves to excite the co-operation of their brethreq 
in the provinces, the firft number of the NATIONAL. 
EVENING STAR waspubliftied on the loth of November 
1 791, fomewhat more than two months previous to the 
meeting of Parliament. Jqft then a number of pamphlets 
appeared in oppolition to the Catholic daips, and two 
court Journals teemed with reprobation of the friends to 
that caufe. The STAR took at ence fo decided a part that 
the fears of its friends were excited lead a well meant x^eal 
might hurry beyond the bounds of prudence, and lead tp 
danger ; thefc fears were more ftrongly felt by the very few 
intimates acquainted with the circumftance that the STAR 
owed li^fok fupport, excepting a few occafional paragraphs, 
to my pen. This, however, was purpofely held fecret. I 
very well knew that with a ^rtain clafs the doniinion of 
fiamis is too (hong to make it prudent for me to avow my 
writii^s until they fhould have a fair trial before the public. 
Thf event vwificd the propriety qf the cxp^imenfc. A 
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number of jpcn (fomc of whpro arc now my denouncers) 
who would feel hurt to acknowledge any merit in the flilc of 
the Printer Carey were firij. lo point out thebeautirs of JU- 
NIUS HIBERNICIJS. Tiiefe letters at once obtained a 
circulation for the paper, and acquired an encreafing'reputa- 
tion for the UNKNOWN author. The very rcafoning 
which I had heard condemned in my converfation, was ap- 
plauded in JUNIUS HIBERNICUS. Ihadthefatisfaaion 
tp hear daily enquiries made after the author, and they were 
fcy turns attributed to fome of the motl celebrated political 
writers of the day. Some monihs after, when their cha- 
rader was Sufficiently eftabliflied, I did not Iciupieto ^vow 
ipyfelf the writer of thefe letters, "not indeed ihuch to the 
fatisfaSion of many who had been moft loud in their praife 
while they furipif^d theni to be the produftioh^ 'of fome or 
other favourite member of the learned' profe (Rons, 

I know not any words which will more fu^y cdriv^y An 
idea of the trouble which I had in labouring to eftabiilh the 
National Evening Star than the following extra^ from an 
addrefs of mine to the public, on occafion of the firft profe- 
cution commenced againft me relative to an article copied 
from the Nortljern Star, exactly one year Sfter tbe com- 
mencement of the paper, 

ExtraQ-— ** It may not he amifs to ftate that the Star it 
the favourite child and hope of its father the prefent propri- 
etor. To eftablifh it he quitted the cultivation' of the fine 
arts; free from the buftle of a public life, and capable of 
procuring him a genteel competence. For the firft three or 
four months, his pen was employed lo, n, 12, and fome- 
times 13 hours out of the 24, producing four, five, fir, 
and (bmetimes feven columns of original matter, under va- 
rious fignatures, in ev^ry publication. If this feverc appli- 
cation was produdiveof intelledual fatigue, it was not un- 
attended with a rational fatisfadion ; a popular chara£ter 
was eftabllftied, and a hope of the NATIONAL STAR be- 
coming one day the ORGAN OF THE PEOPLE. Sin- 
cerity, afliduity, and an honeft zeal compenfated with a ge- 
nerous public for any defeft of ability. Their candour re- 
cognifed the language of a man in EARNEST, and they 
pverlooked a ragged type atid bad paper in a good intention. 
If they did not often meet with the common topics of me- 
tropolitan 
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Irepolitan fcandal, (hey beheld Tatirc oc<afionalIy employed 
toihe laudabie endofdriving public enemies from tlie Jbre- 
ground of iniolerance to the lefi culpable Aation of inactive 
obfcu.ity; if they rarely met withlhe mean intn^ucjof 
corporaiion fcudt, they were pleaCed wiih the bokl expan- 
fion of femiments which felt for the injuries of eveiy dafs 
oflrilhmen, and embriiced thcintereflsof (he nation. They 
read, and were rot much ofFtndsd. They faiein jud^'ment 
and ihiir veidicl hailed the p.oprietor of the S;jr with the 
honourable appellation of the PRINTER OF THE 
PE(.,iLL." . 

At the end of four months I felt that inienfe ^plicatian 
had impaii ed my heilih, and was conflrained to relai a liitle, 
which I was the better enabled to do, as the reputation of 
the paper had by thai time procured it fome occafional cor- 
refpondcnti. 

The celebrated work, the Rambler of Dr. Jnhnfon, has 
received much additional praife from the ciicumftance of hia 
having wtiiien the papers of which it is cornpofed foi: a 
London newfpaper, in which they regularly appeared twice 
2 week, ! am not vain enough to make this remark as at- 
tempting any other proof than that of the extreme labour 
■which fell on my hands fihly tt fupport a newlpaper by my 
own pen. Rational men will not, however, think it aijy 
improper pride in me to derive pleafure from the redeftion 
that I m'jre than atlfmptid fo very arduous an undertaking. 

My fuccefs was not only beyond my own hopes, but con- 
trary to the eipeSations of all my friend* and rtlativcs. 
That there e jifted flrong grounds for doubt will appear from 
the following circtimftanecs ; 

Tor fonie time previous to the appearance of the National 
levering Star, the adive partifans of reform were ot opinion 
that tbelyftemof theelablifhed papers precluded the publi- 
cation of ir - ^ ■ . - - - ■ 


1 fufficiemly fpiriled to awaken the great 
body of the people (o exertion in purfuit of that grand ob- 
jett. In like manner the friends of etnancipatJon, embar- 
ralTcd hf an unfortunate dlyifion in fentiment, and afTailed 
by a powerful oppofition, felt the necefliiy of having a pub- 
lic paper open to them, and wholly at iheir command, at 
once to check the power of the Catholic ariftocracy, to repel 
the attacks of enemies and to defend the common caufe. A 
coalttioii 
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coalition was founded on this fentiment, and a well-intended 
plan formed by a number of refpeaablc and wealthy men 
tt) cftablifh a newfpaper ^o anfwer thefe laudable purpofes. 
This favourite print was to be fupported by their purfes, 
backed by the influence ard intefeft of all the popular leaders 
and that of alf the popular party. If ever a defign was well 
conceived this was fo. A literary corhmittee was chofen in 
order to pour through this public organ the bold and manly 
eloquence of genitis pleading the caufe of liberty. That. 
Committee was compofed of a number of men reputed to be 
the ableft political writeisin the kingdom. A gentleman of 
acknowledged learning and abilities was fele6ted from our 
College to aS as editor. A beautiful new font of types. 
Dew priedTes and other materials were befpoke^ and ihj^clat 
of every ftage of its preparation fo ftrorigly impreffro the 
public with a favourable opinion of its fucceis, that my mod 
iangiiine friends^ fenfible that it was to (!art for the fame 
goal of popularity as the National Evening Star, gave the 
latter u^ for lo^^ deeming that I muft fihk at once before fa 
deferving and formidable a competitor^ 

The alarm which fuch a profpe3(bmetimesoccafioned to 
nie only tended to infpire me with arefolution of redoubling 
my efforts. I could not command 'iucefs ; I was at leaft deter- 
mined iojlruggleto dekrue it, I deptnded fomewhat on my 
own indefatigable exertions^ much on an honeil intention^ an J 
trnre on a liberal-minded public. I drew a pref^ge, fimiFar 
to that which I draw, on pubUfiing this appeal^ that the peo- 
ple feeing a well-meaning individual likely to be overborne 
by a powerful combination, would efpoufe his caufe ; and to 
be candid, I looked forward, as I now do^ for the hour of tjial 
as an occafion of honour rather than of danger. 
' At length this paper appeared ; it was called the NA- 
TIONAL JOURNAL. The public were difappointed— 
My prefages were verified. The public favour centered in 
the National Evening Star. The proprietors or founders of 
the National Journal became fenfible that the great objeflfs 
for which they inftituted that paper, were purfued with 
morcfpirit, aSive repetition, and infinitely greater efFeS in 
the National Evening Star than in it. They perceived that 
the circulation of the National Star encreafed, and that of its 
competitor was confined, made way heavily, and gave little 

hope 


iiopc of Its ever being a public fiiVountc. fconfidcring dll' 
this, they deemed it wifer to relinquifli their plan^ which was 
abeavy and conftant expence, and tp yield me a temporary 
affiftance. Thus after three months competition the Nati- 
onal Journal fuilk, and inftead of following a party which 
was ever contrary to my nature, I had the honeft fatisfadioA 
of beholding the real party of the people attach itfclf to mci 
The good confc^uencesof fuch a circumftance to m^, muft 
be obvious to every man. It was looked upon as a triumph^ 
and as a proof of a fuperiority of the mod flattering kind. | 
but while I obtained by it no mean degree of reputation, I 
found on the other hand in devoting ,myfelf to the great 
que(lion« of reform and of a Catholic emancipationi that I 
had nnaterially injured the intereft of my paper^ 

The very numerous and refpeSable acquaintance which. 
1 poflefs in Dublin, enabled the National Evening Star to 
commence with eleven columns of advertifemenrs, indepen- 
dent of the pofitive prornife of near forty pcrfons more to 
fend me their advertisements during the winter. With fuch 
a fupport I had of all men the lead ocafion to (lejp into duideH 
principles in favour of reform or emancipation. 1 had no-i 
thing to do but to tread in a beaten path 4 to cry out againft 
the police, and to dwell upon the neceffity of a place bill, a 
penfion bill, and a few lefler matters: thefe, withanalll- 
duous attendance at a few civic fea(ls| and bringing with me 
a frefli manufaftory of bumper tbafts, would have entitled 
iTie to the name and the praife of pati iotifm, without running 
' any riflk. of obtaining enehiies, I knew this, but I wifhed 
to render the prefsof more utility than merely filliiig up the 
fenfelefs cry of interefted qppofition. I devoted the whole 
exertions of the paper to the great queftions then pending as 
objeQs moft worthy of the national pu»fuit. Afltirig upon 
this principle foon procured me a number of enemies. The 
fliafts of JUNIUS HIBERNICUS and of SCRIBLERIUS 
MURTOUGH OTINDAR flew thick, and every publica- 
tion added to the reputation of the paper, but at .the fame 
time added to the number of my enemies. ^ The (ZathoUc 
urijtocracy felt fore, and that numerous party and its friends 
became hoftile to me. The Protefiant afcendMncy received 
every hour a fielh wound, and every hour multiplied the hoft 
of my enemies. I did not know that where public friends 
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f ohtefit . to pntfe,' public enemies fucdeftfully laboured tf 
injure me. Day after day advertifements were withdrawn^ 
^ a;id many advertiiing ac^aitiTance in doing fo, informed me 
that they could not thinjcof encouraging a paper which gave 
offence to fo many of their moft refpe^^le friends and inti- 
mate conneAionsi. ' . . 

, If I had then donfutted my imm intereft as much as fbm^ 
Others have done^ who now affed to talk of a parleying pamc^*, 
Jlruek mifibrify^ I would have parleyed '^vthfe^^ntereji^ and 
have htenpanic^Jlruck by a fenfc of the powerful enemies 
which adtng up to^niy principles created. J« do not affeA 
to fay that I fotefaw the rum of my eftabliifaiirient in fuch gr 
^ondud. I krtew indeec) that it would produce me fbme in^ 
jurj^ but I hoped iitot a. material on^, I decnted that in de- 
votiing myfelfto the fcryice of the public, IH^ouId at lead ob- 
tain as many fi iends ais enemies^'and that the oiie would be as 
X^dy to fupport me as the other to do me injury <• It never 
entered my niind, that the men, who aifeded to volunteer 
on every occafion of public Jpiritj aud vrhp wjcre loijdeft in 
i^ cry of REFORM I would, after daily witneffing my 
affiduiry, and applauding the integrity of my principles, be 
ihefirft to defiri fWr,v When th^ey o.ueht to afford mc protec- 
tion. \iihx\x prof effions deceived me J 1 believe they for a time 
Received others alfo. Indeed it would have required a pene*- 
tration liitle fliort of ^r«phecy, to have forefecn that thefe 
very perfons, who affeSed tp advifenae to caution, would 
<rajole me hup danger, aiid after deftroying mycftablifhment^ 
when a long yearof obfcurky and profcription had rendered 
ijjy i\ameiffynonira.oHs wirh that of misfortune, that they 
would miflead a public Aflbciation into an attempt to cru(h 
me with infamy in the hour of profecution, and (to make 
ufc of the forcible, pcpreflion of, the ^r/c/ WILLIAM 
TELL) " to confign me to a prifm^fpotted and leprous like a 
common /i?Af/."— -Thefe men, however, have only injdred 
thf mfelves : of their views the public, whether juftly, on not^ 
now entertain a miftruft. They cannot help thinking, that 
the men who abiifed their influence in a fmall circle, to. 
commit one aS oi premeditated injuftice^ would if etUrufted 
with power on a larger fcale, abtufe it to commit a thoufand. 
Ilistheaflertion of a'writer acknowledged tobe beil acquainted 
with human nature, ** that the tyrant of a cabbih would be; 
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tyrant on a. throne.'* If this be true, my enemies by their 
flagrant injufike to. me have not injured me, but havegiveir 
warning againft themfelves, and wiU be confided in accot" 
dingly. 

Tu enter on a detail of my condud as a printer is unne- • 
ceflfary. The Catholics do me the honour to remem-r 
bcr it. The friends and family ©f Mr. J. N. Tandy muft 
recoiled that for four or five months I devoted a coiumn>. 
or two in each puhKcationtofupportinghiscaufe^whenthe: 
hand of Power fell heavy on him, and others were perhaps 
not foforward in his vindication- The Public who witnefled 
my ailtduous iittention to their inteiefb on every occafion,, 
k(re not impofed upon by the ridiculous fnverUhm ofa feta 
nien who know no other mode toexcufe their unmerited il( 
treatment of me than thai of aiming the (hafts of calonsny 
at my charaftcr. 

The circumilances. which attended my entrance intp the- 
Society of United Irilhmen being 9 reniackable inftance oi* 
the rewards to be expe£led by a printer who dedicates hint* 
felf to the public, I fliall^here flate them. An unfortunate 
riiflference in fenttment had for (bmetime eyifted between the 
majority of the Catholic committee and one of k^ members^' 
to whom theirilliCathdlics are certainly much indebted, but 
who on that occafion, appeared to me to be in error. From a 
convidion that the meafures of his opponents were well-timed 
and efBcacious, I was, as proprietor ok a public print, un^r 
the unpleafant neceflky ofcenfuring the condud^f thi^ gen- 
tleman ; I did this with n(K>re regret, as I hadfonoeppportu^ 
nrty of knowing his many good qualities in the coUile of 4 
few occaftona) vifits which he favoured me with. This, 
circumilance induced me privately by writing, to exprefs. 
my difapprobation to him of fomepart of his condud which 
fell under my eye, and wkh which I was liable tp be jmpli-" 
CLited. I did this in the mod refpedful ternu, previous to 
nny public notice of it in the STAR, but failing of effeft, I 
i'oumi' myftlf in the d'rfcharge of my duty to the public, fub- 
jeiled to the enmity of a perfon for whom I had previouOy^ 
anhi^h ertccm. 

h was at ihf period when the difpleafurepf the gentleman 
to whom L allude was at the height, that I w|i$ urged to be- 
: Jill- H member of the Society of UNITED IRISHMF;N. 
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I muft own I had at that time no great wifli for this meafi/re, 
as I deemed it, a part of n[iy duty to c^nfure that ibciety as 
well as to applaud it, where occaiion might require either, 
and Iforefaw that I could not.iit equally fieefo to do, after 
becoming a merabetj as I was before. To add to this, the 
gentleman whom i have juft xnentiioned, being a member of 
the fociety, and poflefling confiderable influence not only 
from his acknowledged talents l^ut from his agreeable quali- 
ties as a companion,'! forefaw an oppofition to my reception 
'rtrhich i mentioned to thofq who wifhed to have me enter 
iiito thcfodiety:: my objeSions, however, were over-ruled 
f was jropofed by Mr. Hamilton Aowan^ (then Prefident) 
itid fcconded by Mr. J. N. Tandy, As I forefaw, a power- 
ful oppofition was railed againfl me by the anger of the gen- 
-rfeman in queftion, and when not prefent to defend myfelf^ 
previous to my entering the fociety, the fpirit of party ren- 
ilered my name as much thtCuh)t&of unzvarrant able liberty ,' 
PLs xhcfpirit of party has lately, in that focifity in my abfence, 
and with as little juftice in one cafe as in the other. My 
cpnjeOure was verified ; my friends refting fccure on the 
Icnown propriety of my principles, made no exertion in my 
favour. My adverfary was indefatigable againft.me, fb that 
iUt impartial charader of the fociety wasftained by the cir- 
cttmftance of its being madi^ the indrupent to gratify a pri- 
vate pique; and in this firft jnftance, by being blackbeaned 
Itad an early fpecimen of the reward/ which a printer zea- 
lous in the publie caufe muft expeS to meet with, 
■ I was on 'thai occafion indebted to the polite attention of 
'"Mr. Rowan, who wilhing to preveiit toy meeting a doubt- 
fdl, and what perhaps he deemed a jdifagreeable ilfue, in- 
'^formed me fome days previous to the ballot for my admiffion^ 
that he had ,hear^d it war intended to blad-beanme^ which he 
Ttienrioned to nae.tHat i might have an opportunity of avoid- ' 
ing fhat.circumflance if I thought proper. Being ftfUy con^ 
fpions that Qo juft reafbn whatever could be aifigned for op- 
pofifig fne^ .^nd being ever of opinion that men who nQt un- 
juftly ofily difgrace themfelves, and not die perfen whom 
they injure, I felt cai'elefs at to m:f elf v/hAt the iflue might 
ie,and informed ^Mr. Rowan as much, thanking him at the 
fame time for his well meant intima(ion.*-^It is certain, how- 

• Mr .Rowan?9 propofing me proTCsthat he efteemed mc a proper chairac* 
Iter <o ajhciatefnth Ymich Sic reader oughtto remeinber* 
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£ytx, that on the night of baUoting si mai^tBUvre was i>r4C'^ 
iKtH^SLgTLiii&mt, to Y^ieh the fuccefspf my opponents wiii 
owing. It had not Occurred to the Prefident to count tl^e 
dumber of perfons in tHe rooni previous tp the ballot, an4 afj- 
ter having balloted, fcveral of my fide withdrew, without 
waiting the refult ^ this being noticed from the oppofite fide^ 
after the beans were counted| and it appeared the ballot was 
in my facvour, ah objeOion Was made that there were more 
beans in the "box than perfons in the room : op th\s a frelh 
ballot was d|emaflded, and on th^ iflTue of th1$ flratagem I wa« 
blackheaned by only one, two, or three, I a'm n.ot certain, 
which. U is known that a finnilar (Iroke was "attempted 
againft me afterwaiids, on my being again propo&d a^dbaU" 
loted for at another meeting.' But Nf r. I. N. Tandy, the prefi- 
dent forthat night, hadforefightto^uard^gainftitbyh^vingthe 
ineetifl^ counted previous to the ballot, and by placing a per-* 
fon to count all who came in wRil0 it weiiton, foth^tiit.was 
defeated,' ahhough the &me opj)ofition bein^ imde, I was 
wirhin a. point of beiiig again bfa'ckbeanedV the rule for dr^ 
miffion is one blackbean to jour wh^'e, ' There appeared 
for me 43-^-againft me lo. Majority in my favour 33. I 
have ftated irhis bufinefs exaflly. by way of (hewing the mi- 
ferable fliifts to which my encmies'are reduced in feeking 
for grounds of calumny againft me, fifice my being blac^- , 
beaned when firft propofed in the Society eighteen months 
ago, was afGgned as one forcthk reafon why / ought to he 
expelled, on the night when the omnipotence of the fociety,' 
the lawyers, did me the hommr to will my expuljion, Meiji 
of fenfe and cortfideration will perhaps deem it no very fo* 
lid reafon why a man ought to be iufulted zfecondtimey mere* 
ly becaufe he had been infulted without caufe ow^ before. 
They will view this bufinefs in its^true light, and will confi- 
der the decided majoiity in my favour as a ftrong proof how 
well I flood in the puBlic opinion. My friends were morcthan 
fourto e«(? againft my opponents, and'thie former inc}udedt.hb 
leading charaSers in the fociety; My adverfary is a man of 
refpeSability and talents. Thefe pircumftances of refpeQf 
able friendlhip and enmity would not have attended an indi- 
vidual either obfcure or inconGderable in the eyes of the So- 
ciety. Had I been of tho^/ame confequence as the man who did 
tne the fafoour^ and his friend Mr. jphn Shear es the honour^ to 
fecondhis motion for expelling me^ I might, as clerk to ahttery^ 
>' office^ 
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^ce^ have hac) rhc chances in my favour, oi gliding in unci ot(/ 
bf the Society without being either honored h)\ tKe kUice 6t 
an appoffticjtf or expulfton. ' I mnft alfo /fmaik here that my 
^dverfary was as a raen)her, perfonally known to the whok 
of the fpciety, and that I wasnotpeffonally acquainted with 
fix nnentb^rsof it on the night ^f my' admiflion* Their 
fupport pf me refulted from tfeir knowledjre of my princi^ 
pies a$ proprietor of the National Evcnii>g Star, aqd to the 
generalapprdbation of my condu^ it wasowii^, that the 
whole eflForts bf theadverfe party 'couW mufter only tea 
igainft nie, including their -leadeK Every pdrt of this hii^ 
finefs win forcibly point out to future priifter^ what fort of 
benefits are likely to refult ftora their attemptijng juftjy to 
difcharge th^ir duty to the public caufe^ as in this^Cafe, by 
,<toH)g fo, r gave offence to art individual, who was in the 
^rft injlance allowerl tO make ufe of a popular foci ety as en ixk^ 
Jlrument thdj^ailfnef and was very nc^rsi/econd time employ^ 
mg it to a firnilaj^pijrpofe. Whether the difcredit of thk juftJy 
belongs to the fdciety, or to me, I leave thepublic tojudge^ t 
fhould not have touched upon the matter but to (hew the 
candour oi thofe who have been fq wholly at a lofsfor n[iar- 
•ter againft me i»5 to be tinder the neceiTity of attempting to 
piifreprefent it to my difadvantage. 

- Perhaps~no proof in exiilence could fo forcibly point o\jjt 
the jrijuries' which | have received by ftrug^ling to adhera, 
to the right line of hiy duty, than that which 1 have juft re- 
lated. The matter by which I had incurred the anger of 
the gentleman alluded to, ,^as my cenfuring the Anythinga- 
Viaii publication, wjajich was known to convey a ridicule of 
the Catholic committee and United Jriihmen. Th^t publi- 
cation, and the body from which it iffued^ I oppofed and 
completely defeated, and on "bejng afterwards piopofed ia 
the Society which I had fervecl, I \s^as W^ickb^aiie^ by ^ay ■ 
of reward for my trouble J 

I jiave already ilated that, the' irmltitvide of friends of fhe 
Catholic Ariftocracy, of ProtelU^t Afcendancy, and of the 
his:her Powers, Had early taught me to feel ths effects of 
their ennfilty, by cxerti)ig thejr influence to withdraw from 
hie the countenance of fuch of my adyertifing friends as 
they could prejudice againft me. This evil, which I felt daily 
I faw tot two remedies for. The «ne was to abandon my 
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irtftci^lerf and to render the STAR a neutral paper, fo as to 
jive offeoce to no party ; the other was to devife fomepof- 
fible mode of reducing the Heavy expenditnte of the [ 
It is certain that ^>y•tiolng bbth of Aiefe. i haight have 
myfelf on a foundation fccuf^ from the profecut ions of pow- 
erful enemies, and the more fiamffufferjicution ofaffe^ed 
friends, i hovdcvpt- choferftthcrio attempt to reduce nry ex- 
penditure than ^ to frfence my principlesi* The eftabliihecl 
amount of wages foi^ cbmpofltora, prefs^men^^ clerk and por- 
jher, amounted^o about £.io weekly^ "^ By making fpn^e ad- 
ditional exertions, and by taking in apprentices. I hoj^ed cdn^ 
jRderably to lefien this fum. I accordingly adyenifedtb take 
itpprenticeft without the cuftomaiy fee, ^d by difcharging 
.my clerli added to my former ^weight of bufinefs, his duty, 
)S^hich pei^^ps I wai Jcfs fiitpd"fpr thanl was for any of th(^ 
,j(lther avocations which fcH to my fhate.* t' '' * "; 

'' When confideratc men have fuHy^re'flc&ed on the manner 
jn which 1 have fadifigcd my owft intermit, to ^hat I 
^cmed the public good^ they ^ill fedl an additional concern 
in the/^f offtruggles«#hichmy Uittereftenemiesareforced to 
own wdi% intended for tlieferviceof thccpmmunity. They will 
.jpcrhaps jje riot-ldTs inclined to fay, that my tenacious adhe- 
rence to my principles .merited a different return than th^ 
"Which I havc^ct with. ' ' , ' '^ ^ ' 

Indeed | be^!ievc:it has feldom fallen to the lot of anin#- 
Vidualto go through a 'greattr variety pfcmpld)^nientii daily: 
imViri I had on my .hands. ^ To preferVe"!fhy ifitereft^with my 
ddadvertifing friends and to obtain new, [I had S daily round 
of viiTtattontomake thir^igh the princTpalftreets Qfbufiners4 
To collect in mohey Aie for^dveirtfftmenrs, I had alfo a 
«tumbcr of cdls out in the day.^ ^ As I Had neither editor nof 
Writer, all thelitcrary'labouf devolved on me. Befides efljiys 
to^write, I had to run (h»^ "the ^.^ondon, the Dubtin 'an^ 
counfry Irifh papers 4, todiged the packets^ tiJ%iake eitrj^S^ 
irtid to furnilli articles of domeftic inteltig^nce, ^nd ofegen^-. 
mI obfervarion, I had alfo to riin to' the cdffee-hoiTfes" to. 
pick up the news of the day; to attend the theatre in the: 
feafon^ in order to give an account of the performance, and 
the parliament hcufe, to take down debates. The poetry of 
iTie Minftrel's Afyluni was principally mine, of which I have 
fincefccn many little ptcpi^sfdeacd into Englifh, Irifli, ant 
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Ahoerican publications; ^ V/b^n I add to tl]fjs that rhac! t^ 
eprreft the proofs, to write the letters to country corrcfponT 
dents, and to a3 as my o.wn clerk^ which as I have alreadof 
faid, I a^ddiec^for a k)ng^time latterly to my other labours^ i^ 
wi(l appear that my; hands we»e pretty full> ^nd that the fa- 
tigues I ifniferwent acfrnktcd'hut of littie relaxation. 

. Perfonr acqit^lnted with fhe toutific of a newfpaper wi^ 
nipre .clearly diftrpguilh hate- fpktch F haveJoft by my publle' 
principles by kiipwing Hbw fitted I was for that fituation^as 
my intiinates knio^w that. I, not only weiit rhrbush all I have 
jv^ftrtfentipifcd; with afdegrechof eafe to myfclC but had lei- 
fqf c to vifit ani ta be. yifited by rny friends. The cxtenfi va: 
cixculation of ^he pa^r ahd the r^putatioti' which it obtained 
are proofs by wlwch the pub^c may jv>^Jg^ *^ ^^^* manned T 
acquitted myff^lf in fo arduous a fituation^^^ The knowledge 
of thefe circifmllances^ i|l ,neGeflary to fhcw how much I • 
nfight hav6 e(Fe£led for, ^j^Z/'had 7 thought prop^. to unite 
with fuch a({kiuoi^app%atio{Sthe^ialr/i/y^{^;f^ of play- 
ing injwrith the contending pafties^ahdrehdj^ring noyfelf fej:~^ 
viceaWe to rmsf by wliich I.hiight in.a- gre;at meaf^re hav^e 
fieafedall. It wasithus in my pow^r to hav,c avoided enrnr-^ 
ties and have obtained friends^ . Tlknigh fuch a cojrdud held 
out; to me.the mpft flattering pfofpefts of an independent ef- 
tibliilinrient for life, with all the refpedabiJity attendiiig <pi>* 
the cIrcumAance of its being founded by my own exertion$^ 
yet I could never fo change the bias of my principles as tofi- 
ience that train of thinking, which in hours of folitude and 
refledioh, had ** grown with my growth^ and ftrengthened 
with my ftrength," fo asto become in (bme meafure a part 
of my being, and eflentially neceflfary fot the happinefs of 
liiiylife. 

^ I fhifl now haften to the firft circumftance which pro- 
^iced the inteiferenceof the Society of United Irifhmen iw 
iriy favour, as Ithcrf- deeitfedJt'to be.— On jhc 3dofNo-^ 
Vfember, I792t I copied'out of the Northern -Star, a BelfaA; 
paper, an accotint of the publie rejoicings of the peppie of* 
tliat trtWn, for the fucceffes of the French over the liuke oi 
Bfunfwick, ♦ This matter! inferred word for word in my 
paj^er^ the National Evening ^Star. A, few days after I re- 
ceived a notice from his Majefty*s Attorney Genera!,* of an 
rmcndcd profccutioh againft m? for that infefiion. Oh this 
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errcbrr.ffance being knoWn^ a motion wis made iff the Socr^, 
c'fy pf United IrilVimen tofuppot;t me under the profecntiont' 
about Id be commenced againfl me. This moNon was^ 
grounded on the.gcnersii tenour pf my public candod, ii% 
ftrppoMihs: the great qticftions of CATHOLIC EMAN-- 
CiPATlbN and REFORM, to laixwrfor wliich two mp:- 
* mentOQS objeds the Society was pledged. The motion wa^ 
not oppof^d^' bttt an ainemknent of it wupropofed and ear- 
iried — *' that it (liould be refcrredto the Committee of Con- 
ftitution to take intoconffderation th^ nature of the publica- 
tion for whicli the profecutioiT >«ras intended agafnft me.'*"— I 
'^i^^s not myfi If pi efcnt when this motion wias made, but next 
flajr I was informed of thefe particulars by Surgeon/Wright, 
a mcmber.^f the fociGiy, "^t^ho e/tqnired of .me if 1. had re- 
ceived a rHmmons fiom the committee of conftitution to at- 
tend thtin on the morrow (Sunday) at ;thc Hon. Simon 
Bmlev's houf*^, v>1i?r^ tli^y .Were to meet; J informed 
hjm I ha 1 not : he then told me • I would receive one, as it 
^s their i nteni ion fo to dp. No^t. receiving any fitmmons I 
naited within n.qjrt day until- pa H; ori^ pVlock, and then at-^ 
tended pa»"ade wrthihe Doblin Independent Volunteers, to 
ythich corps I belong, and about 3 oVIock returning honije 
from the Green, I met 4:he Hon. Sitlnon Butler and Siir-, 
geon Wright in, Aungier-ftreet.Theformer enquired whyl had 
i5ot attended theCt)mmitteeof':Conftitution f I told him that 
I h^d not received a fummons fo to d^,W.rihoi^ld have cer- 
tainly attended. On which he obfervedihat I ^ght to have 
received a fummons, and that the committee had made a re- 
port that they had met to confider on the^afe in queftioir, 
6ur that I had not attended to give ihe neceflary information . 
I was on thii advifed to write to the i chairman pf the com- 
mittee,' to inform him tftat the fault of my not attending 
ought not to be.attrihuted/9 ine,but to tie negleil (ffummon- 
iftgme, i\s if I had Heen ^n^moned, I would have moft cer* ^ 
tntnly atteride^d;.: This'ftep waf neceflary, as on the enfuing 
FriJay, wh^nthe report was teiad which ftated my non-at- 
tendance, the eyes of alUthe members prefent were, fixed on 
ipe wirh an ex preifion of enquiry and dtfapprobat ion, which 
wa<^ orrly jdone away by my letter to the chaifman being read, 
wfich pointed out the negUff that had occafioned my ab- 
fwiire. OnthisI was reqiieffedby the Hon. Simon Butler '^ 
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t^ attend the qommittee of cpnftitution fheenfuin^ Sunday, 
which I did, and having given what information was re- 
quired of me relative, to the publication, I withdrew: Oii 
the cnfuing Friday the committee gave in its report to the 
following purpprt, though not in thefe exa£t words — " that 
it appeared to the committee that the profecurion about to 
beconimeiKed agaipft me was for afferting principles Cmilar 
to thofe of the fociety* They deemed it tiieirefore a part of 
the duty of the fociety to fupport me legally and cohflitu- 
tionally under the prqfecution abont to be pcuriraencedagainrt: 
me for the publication copied from, the Northern Star, ani 
infertediin my paper ^n the 3d of November^ 1 79^2.'* — 

, Some time after, I received a notice from l^ord Cfonniel/, 
to appear at law on a time appointed, to anfwer in the above 
cafconthe'charsre of the crown againft me for fai djitelloui 
publication, of which notice I ehclofed a copy to the chairr 
man of the conftmittec of cnnftitution. 

Jn parting the refolulion juil mentioned, the Society of 
United Irifhmeri proved its conviclion of the necjefliry ofrup- 
porting the liberty of the prefs ; iinfortunjitely itsown loole 
and unmcthodifed orgiinixation prevented jt from going a /lep 
further in the bufinefs than what was fuffjcient to difgrace it- 
felf. It folemnly engaged to fupport a printer, and after- 
wards not only deliberate! v deferted him, but premeditatedly 
attempted tocrufli him wiih hifamy in the hour of profecu- 
tion. S 

It is however to be remarked Wmt at the period yvhen that 
refolution was pafled, the meetings of the fociety were nu- 
meroufly attended by refpeftable citizens of probity and pro- 
perty. The very great majority of thefe have long fin<;e 
difcontinued their attendance : yet fuch is the deplorable 
weaknefs of even.fenfifele men, that many of its prefent 
refpeSable, well meaning members, who feel deeply wound- 
ed at this falling off being known, fit down contented with- 
out ever dreaming of making any inquiry into^the puerile 
and unjuftifiablecondu^ which has caufed the defc.6lion they 
wifh to conceal. Thefe worthy men are not aware 'that 
fecrecy is the mother and nurfe of crimes: they ought to reflefit 
on the expreflion of honeji WILLTAM TELL, that patriot 
virtue is a plant which becomes barren, and engenders rot- 
tennefsand worms in daiknefs and obfcurity : it requires the 
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broad light and warmth erf the day to convey fucculence to it* 
^ranches; to mellow its fruit in due fcafon: it feldom 
ihootsimo the coloffal vegetation of Roman grandeur, unlefs 
invigorated by the ftdrms of free dtfcuffionand reftrainedby 
the generous hand df juft and fcarlcfsTeprehcnfion. The me- 
dical members of the fociety know that there arc unwhole* 
fome tumours M^hich cinnot be cured but by fiarifying. Of 
this kind is that unwholefome tumour the proud inflation 
of political inviolability affeQed by certain men who having 
obtained a (hare of popularity, by profeffing a zeal for the pub- 
lic good, are weak enough to f hihk they can retain that po- 
pularity by the commiflion of deliberate injuftice. 

Immediately after, I deemed it proper to exprefs my 
fcnfc of the promifed obligation, in a manner confiftent with 
the general tenour of my condtuSI:. Hearing from feveral 
members that publication was in fome meafurereftrained by 
the expences attending infertion in the public papers, I for- 
Virarded anaddrefs to the Society returning thanks for its in- 
tentions in my favour, and offering the National Star free of 
any eitpence^ to the Society^ for the Infertion of its future de- 
tlarations: This addrefs was referred to the confiderauon 
of a committee and after fome weeks the Hon. Simon Butkr 
reported from that Committee " that they entertained a 
projJer fenfe of the offer which I had made, but deemed it 
juflcrthat the expence of publication fhould be borne by the 
CQlle6live fociety than to fall upon an individual : they were cf 
opinion that the thanks of the fociety were due to me for my 
dilinterefted condu£l and that every member of the fociety 
as far as might lie in his power was bound to encourage and 
ftipport me in my profcfTicn as a Pi inter."— This report Was 
affented to unanimoufly and moji reli^ioujly adhered to as far 
as entering it upon the Society's books, could be called ad- 
hering to it, but beyond that, it turned out, like its other re- 
foliitions, to fupport me, and that in favour of Irilli manu- 
faSures, Vox et preteren nihil ! — Reminding one in fome 
ftieafure of the promifes of Goldfmith's good natured Man, on- 
ly with this difference, that the latter promifed witlwut the 
$bility, but with the hope of performing, whereat, it ap- 
pears, that the adminijlration of the Society, promifed with the 
ability, but without the intention .^of performing, in any 
cafe, fe;5;^ept where the Right PKiFi. Members <rf-its own 
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3Privy Council are f cncerned ; there indeed, peilo: mance 
treads dofe upon thiC heels of promife, and official buUethis, 
at once, extite the aftofiifliment, and affail the feelings of the 
ration, full. 

** Of valorous refolve, and dread emprife. 

From Knights who fet their dauntlefs courage foith. 

By trumpeting a challenge to the MOON, 

For daring to illume its proper fphere 

kn^ jbine fo much above them : — or who tell 

Of calling forth the HILL of HOWTH to fiijhr— 

And boaft it feared their perilous aJfaultV^ 

Although the circumflance of a Public aflbciatien having 
refolved to fupport me under profecution might be deemed 
a fla^feringproof of the Public approbation, I found the evil 
conkquences of the pending profecution almod immediately. 
I have already pointed out how far the fupport of the Nation- 
al Evening Star depended on my perfqnal exertions : this was 
generally known to ail my acquaintance and connedions in 
bufinels : the latter took alarm at a circumdance which 
threatened to involve my perfonal liberty, arid with that, not 
only the profperity but the very exiftence of m^ eftablifh- 
ment : the general opinion was that I (hould be claptintopri* 
fon and that the paper wanting my prcfence, muft fall. 
People believed that, as a printer mod a6live upon the popu- 
lar fide, 1 was marked out to be run down by profccutions, 
and looking on me as already ruined, thofe to whom I (lood 
indebted lent in their demands to me. This was not ail I 
found at the fame time that f had loil a part of the cudo* 
mary ci edits of my bufinefs, from the fame opinion enter- 
tained of my precarious iituation. 

Men of bufinefs will judge how injurious this opinion 
muft be to a man who did not poffefs wealth, though 
deemed to poffefs in himRlf, the means of acquiring it. 
When thefe unpleafant circiimftancts occurred I was after 
having pafled over the heavy expences of the dead fummer, 
which is unprcduQive of advertifements to news-printers, 
ardi had juft come into the advertifing feafon, whieh is their 
cay of profit. J ul then a more ferious evil befell me. On 
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the i8th of December I publifhed for the Society of United 
Irjflimen its Ac^Jrefs to the Volunteers. The circumftances 
which attended the appearance of this celebrated paper are of 
fo extraordinary a nature and tend fo fully to deVelop the 
prepofterous partiality which prevails in the Society ot 
United Ififtimen that they demand a particular ftateracnt and 
attention. 

On Friday the 21ft of December Mr. Hamilton Rowan 
was arretted on a judge's warrant, .By Mr. Oliver Carleton, 
an officer in the police, on a char^^e of hav'ing diilributed 
feditious. papers among an armed aflembly on the preceding 
funday.' It was thajt day rumoured through .town, qn ^fup' 
pofed declaration of Mr. Carleton, that he had fimilar war- 
rants in his hands againft Mr. Thomas M'Donnel Printer 
and Proprietor of the Hibernian Journal, Mr. Randall 
M'Allifter Bookfcllcr and Printer, and W. P. Garey Printer 
and Proprietor of the National Evening Star, all for Printing 
and Publifhing a feditious libel : the firft ftood charged with 
printing it- in the Hibernian Journal on the 1 7th of Decen^ber. 
The fecbnd with printing it on a flying flieet fordiftribution 
on the I 5th of the fame month. The third with printing it 
in the National Evening Star, on the 1 8th of the. fame month. 

On the Evening of the 21ft, at the meeting of the Spqiety 
of United . Iriftimen- the following refolution was paiTed and 
poblirtied in the Dublin Newspapers, I copy it verbatim to 
open the eyes of the well-meaning mem{>ers of that fociety, 
and more forcibly to prove to them, that while they leaft fuf- 
pieCled it, they were made the inftruments of nourifliing an 
odious rpirit of^rifiocracy which covertly aimed at a mono- 
poly of the nuans of proteSion afforded 6y the Society, 
and of the credit refulting from its exertions : a monopoly un- 
juftifiable in any cafe, but more glaringly fo where a body of- 
n^cn embarked in the fame ^aufe^ run the fame hazards^ and 
ought in reafon and equity, to receive the fame public notice 
and prote^ion. 

SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN. 

W. DRENNAN in the Chair. 

Friday the aiftof December 1 792.* 

RESOLVED unanimoufly, that this Society do on its ri- 
fiflg, adjourn to Sunday evening next at eight o'clock^ ill of- 

* It appeared in the N. E. Sta the a^nd. 
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derto receive the report of their committee of conflrtmiont 
on the matters referred to them relative tothe profecution com- 
menced againji Archibald Hamilton Rozvan^ and James Napper 
Tandy:'— 

h is to be remembered that at the time the above refoiu- 
tion was paflcd, only Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan haJ ■ 
been arrefted, l^hat a warrant was out againft any other 
pcrfbn 01 the Society was afcerttiined no other wife than by 
ASSERTION, the on// mod* by which an affocia- 
tion can colleS. evidence, as it c:\nr\otlegally tender^'an oarh, 
in any cafe. Thp Affenion I allude to was that of Mr, 
Rowan, the Hon. Simon Butler, and Dr. Burke, the two latter 
having bailed the. former, aflcrted, with that gcrntleman, 
that he had been arrefted and that they had bailed him, this 
ajfertion was deemed good and fuffi dent evidence to ground a re- 
jojution on, and it pafled without the fl-iadow of an obje6lion, 
from any lawyer in the Society, and an extraordinary meet- 
ing of the Society was fummoned for the enfuirtg Sunday 
evening. It mud be evident that 1 do not mean hereto hint any 
doubtofthe aflertionofMr Rowan and hisfriends. I fimply 
ftatefaSs which fpeak for themfelves. But I am of opinion that 
if the honourable impartiality ruled in the Society of United 
Irifhmen which ought to be inflexibly adhered to in every 
popular aflTembly, the aflertion of thefe gentlemen would 
not be refpecled a whit more than any other three members 
of the Society, or rather that the word of any other three 
member* fhould be refpecled as much as theirs: yet on the 
night when the exoneration of my bail was moved, the af- 
fertionof Mr. Mathews, and Surgeon Wright, that Ihad been 
arrefted and that they had bail>ed me fupportcd by my tefli- 
mony, was rejected asinfufficient evidence toground a motion 
on. Asthereisno^f)t/ia2^W^^'^PRlVlLEGED ORDER, in the 
Society rf United Irifhmen, I aik in the name of common 
lenfe and juftice, why this very unfair diftinffcion, where no 
honed reafon for a preference can be advanced. Three 
United Irifhmen, one of independanc fortune, the other an- 
nexing the. word Honourable to his learned profeflion of the / 
lavj^ and a third being I believe, a learnedDo6kov of Phyjicl^^ 
give in their affei tion as evidence before the Societv of United 
Irifhmen that the gentleman of independant fortune had 
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^^n arrefled and that they had bailed him and their aflcrtiarr 
is di^tm^d good Sindfufficient evidence. Th.ee Oiher United Irifh- 
men, the one a Printer, vi^imated in the caufe of the peo- 
ple, the other a member of a learned profeffion, the third a 
citizen of probity and known patriotifm, give in their evi- 
dence before the fame fociety of United Iririimen that the 
vidimated Printer had beenarrefted and that they had bailed 
him and their affertion is difcredited and rejected ! — Were 
the aflertions of eithei party more true than that of the 
other ?— tNo !— Both are undeniably true !— -What was the 
caufe of the arreds in queftion ? in both cafes the caufe wa& 
the fame, the addrefs of the Society of United Lifhrncnto 
the Volunteers of Ireland. Why then was the evidence in 
one cafe fet afide and in the other received ? The fiSt is 
plain ; in the Society of Iriflimen every fair and impartial 
principle falls proftrate before the unfortunate domination of 
NAMElS, the curfe of Leaderjhip and the little arijlocracy of 
^felfijb party. 

In the rcfolution above mentioned, the name of James 
Napper Tandy appears with an affertion — " that profecu- 
tion was commenced againji him. Mr. Tandy had not then 
been arrefted : he was at that time in the country : on what 
then was it averred and publifhed by the Society of United 
Iriflimen, that profecution was commenced againft James 
Napper Tandv ? Simply on an ASSERTION. Meffrs. 
Rowan, Butler, and Burk, aflerted, that they had ^^tn the 
name of James Napper Tandy, Efq. included, with a (Imi- 
lar charge againft him, in the original warrant, in the hands 
of Mr. Carleton, on which Mr. Rowan had been arrefted. 
Here was no objection made by. the Lawyers of the Society 
to affertion as evidence^ althouejh certainly inadmiffible, if 
judged with that^n^ drawn cafuijlry difplayed by the Law- 
yers on the memorable night'of the queftion of exoneration. 
Mr. Tandv not being then arrefted, when the refolution paflT- 
ed, the affertion \\\^l profecution was commenced againji him, 
was certainly not juftly founded. At leaft I am fure no con- 
fcientious man in his fenfes would venture to fwear it as a 
fa£ty no more than he wpuld fwear that the fiege of Paris was 
commenced^ when the Duke of Brunfwick had only col- 
IcQcd materials for forming the feige, and had juft begun his 
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march to /ay it in aflies. It would be as ridiculous to aver, 
that the attack on St. Maloes was commenced on the day that 
Lord Moira kifled his Majefty's hand, when appointee^ to 
the command, and when the troops were only coIleScd to 
embark at Port fmouth fcr that expedition. All thefe cir- 
cumftances only proving that the Duke intended to lay fiege to 
Paris, and the Earl intends to artack St. Maloes. In. like 
manner, fome overt a6^, cognizable by council^ and calling 
fox legal dffencey is neceflfiry to conftitute the commencement 
cf profecution^ fuch as, the ferving on the perfon againft 
whom charge is made, an official notice or writ of fum- 
mons, to appear at hw at an appointed term, — or, the ar- 
refting his perfon. UnMl either of thefe had happened, al- 
though warrant was affrrted to be ifTued, '\t could only be 
jufHy faid that profecution was intended againfl James Nap- 
per Tandy.* Judge Blackjlone does not admit profecu- 
tion to be commenced even when arreji and bail have taken 
place. In the fourth vol. of his commentaries chap. 21. of 
arrefts, he ftates the regular y?^j^^/ of proceeding in this cafe 
thus — I Arrefi^^2 Commitment and Bail — 3 Profecution Ofr. — 
chap. 22. treats of Commitment *and Bail — and chap 23. of 
Profecution — begins thus, fuppofing arreji and bailtoAave 
taken place — " The next ilep towards ihc punifliment of of- 
fenders// their profecution^ The whole of this clear plea 
niight have been argued with juftite by the lawyers of the 
* Society had it fuited their purpofe, to ftart a wilful doubt 

* The very form obferved on the mode of proceeding by a judge's war- 
rant fhew8 that in the eye oitatv as well as that of reafon profecution does 
wa commence on ifj'u'>fif^ the warrant but on putting the 'warrant into execution* 
On lodging information, the informer is bound over to profecute, if profecu- 
tion was confidered in exijhnce or comf7!enced with his depofition, hcvouldbe 
bound over to continue or pfr/JJi in the propcutio/i. It muft be evident that 
the charge fviorn is only th*; j^rounds on v/liich the w/m^/p^ profecution is to be 
founded and the warrant is the means by which the accitfed perfon is to be 
made anfwerable at law to meet profecution y which clearly does not commence 
until the arreft or furrendcr of his perfon, as, be the warrant out ever fo 
long againft him, he is not anfwerable at law, nor bound to ftand hJR trial, 
until either of thefe circuwfljnc.t have happened. It \voi»ld be both abfurd and 
untrue to aver that Mr. Mendoza on figning a bond to forfeit one hundred 
pounds or to fight Mr. Humphries in three months after, by entering into 
that bond, commenced the battle : the bond being in this cafe only (he 
means of tying the Pugiliftic hero to the future performance of his 
contraA. All this is evident to plain rcax'on but in what cafe will'my in- 
genious opponents be at a 'cCs for a qulUis ip put common frnfe out of coun- 
tenance \ 
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in the cafe of James Napper Tandy, or had they chofen to 
edablifli a fixed principle of grounding the refolutions of the 
Society upon evidence of pofitive faSs. But as it ferved 
their puipofe better to bring forward Mr. James Nappfet 
Tandy's name with that of Mr. Rowan, they gfounded their 
declaration " ihat prof ecut ion was commenced againil Mr. 
Tandy, '^ ^f/orf the fa^ exijiedy on an ajff'enhn that the pro- 
ftcution zd'o/ /«/fftt/(?^ againft him."— 

The only reafcn why the Society of United Iriftimerftook 
cognizance of the arreifl of Mr. Rowan Was a furmife that 
the printed handbills which he flood charged with having 
diftributed, were copies of the addrefsof the Society ofUmt- 
ed Iriftimen to the Volunteers. The Tefolution therefore in 
quedion, it muft be remembered was inoved on 2i furmife 
and paffed on an affertion. This proceeding I do not nrteri- 
tion with a view of condemning it. On the contrary I eC- 
teem it highly honourable, and a juft policy in an aflbciation 
ta exhibit a zealous forwardnefs in the protcSion of fuch of 
its members as may be involved in profecutloh by printing' 
or diftriboting its publications. My motive for dwelling on 
it is, to hold the mirror up to the ahufed men from behind 
their counterf, in which they will difcover a direfl: contrad 
to this hdneft promptitude, exhibited in the proceedings of • 
the Jawyers, in the cafe of other members of the Society, 
men oj hufmefs^ (landing in as hazardous a predicament as I he 
two g€ntiemen, whofe names are made the fubjeS of the 
rcfolution alluded to. A confideration of the following cir- 
cumftances will prove the truth bf this remark. The aid- 
drefs of the fociety ofUnited irifhmen was inferted by order 
of the Secretary Mr. on Tuefday the 1 8th * of 

Dec, 

* It has been aflerted, by men ftrugling to cover the infamy of tht pro- 
ceedings againft me in the United Iriflimen, that the warrant oh which I 
was arrefted, was iffued againft me for matters of my oton writing 
and puhlifhing. To tliis I fliall fimply anfwer, by the fa<5t. I was preftnt 
when the addrefs of the Society of United Trifhmen to the Vbluhtecrs was 
decreed and ordered for publication. The Secretary Mr. — gave me 
the order for inferting it in the Star. I fent in, as is cuftomary with other 
Printers, fome time in March, my bill for advertifing it and fome other 

papers of the Society, to the then Secretary Mr. * irt B e-ftreet'who' 

^vrc an order for payment on Mr. of F — -'s-ftreet the then Trea- 

furer, this latter ftated that he had only juft come into ofBce and had not 

leifure to receive the accompts of Mr in A — he-ftr6et, the former 

Trta/unrj to whom hc referred my mcffsingcr, and by whom he was paia 


^^ 
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Dec. ancirepeated in it on the 20th and 22d4>f thefaificmonrb. 
Jt was inferted on the i yih, and airo(ifI am not mifta- 
k^n) on the 19th and 21ft, in the^Hibernian Journal of which 
Mr. T. M^Donnel is proprietor. It may not be generally 
known that the proprietor of a newfpaper runs infinitely more 
danger in printing and publifhing for an aflbciation than any 
of its members in diftributing. Any member of the Society 
of United Iriflimen might with a little prudence, covertly 
diftribute the Addrefs to the Volunteers* It is not fo with 
the proprietor of a newfpaper who fbrniflies evidence againft 

the amount of my Sill being £11 i^. i^.—My reafons for omitting the 
names of the parties concerned as above muft be obvious. It arifes from a 
faA which happened after. the appearance of my two addrejfes to the feoph* 
I have been for fome months ufed to read the Engliih newfpapers, in the 
Ihop of a refpeftable eitizert, many perfons of confequence and fortune re- 
forting there for the fame purpofe. In Odlober laft, when the celebrated 
letters of Wm. Teli had noifed. in every quarter, the bafe treatment 
which I had received from the felfilh party which fways the United Irifli- 
men, the public prints alfo announced my intention of appedlimg to the - 
people. It was then deemed by many, who did not know me perfonally, 
that a fenfe of unmerited iU-ufage would naturally operate upon tut to 
confult my own fafety, by giving up the perfon or perfons who had or- 
dered that publication into my paper. A gentleman of fortune, the im- 
mediate relative of a noble houfe, and intimately acquainted with fome 
leading men, high in official fituatipn under government, remarked to me, 
that the treacherous abandonment and grofs calumny which I ^ad expe- 
riencedjrom the very men who had led me into danger, warranted upon 
the faireft | rinciples, my confulring my own fafety and that of my family, 
by giving up the plerfon or perfons who. had written the Aderefs to the 
Voluntcrs, or who had ordered it into my paper, or paid for the infer- 
tionof it, by doing which he faid he had pofitive reafon for aflerting tfjat 
I fhoiild wholly exculpate ihyfelf from the predicament in which I iland. 
To this which was fevcral times repeated lo me by the fame gentleman 
and by others, I uniformly made anfwer nearly in thefe words — ^* that I 
was fully fenfible of the very bafe treatment which I had received, and 
perhsps felt myfelf juftified on the principles oi felf-defence^ in adopting 
fuch a part, to men who had been guilty of fo grofs a treachery by mc, 
although it \fras utterly contrary tomj feelings' and modes of thinking, to 
owe my own fafety to the inculpation of aAy other perfon or perfons 
however ummanly or crimitial his or their condu<ii had been to mc : Nor 
did I think the reputed author's choofing to adl as yifcoundrel by me, was 
any reafon why I Jhould Jink myfelf to the level of a Jho'undrel to retaliate a 
'treachery vpon him, merely to gratify a refentment. The inculpating another 
• could only b^ reconcileable to a delicate mind, where in addition to dijho^ 
, nourable treatment received^ no pojj^le alternative of felf-prefervation tvas left. 
All I was felicitous for, was. that jui^ice which I had fought from the ' 
Society, the exoneration of two perfons ijuho had hailed me when arrefied^ 
'for an a^ 'of the Society. If GoVccnment would ^rant that exoneration to 
me, I would eDi;age to carry myfelf and my principles for ever out of 
the country." 

* L himfelf 
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Iiimfelf if/ir/ the fad. No perfon is allowed to commence a 
Newfpaper until he has fit ft fworn himfelf in at the Stamp 
Office as fole proprietor. lie is bound alfo by the (lamp aft 
to lodge with a perfon appointed one paper of each publica- 
tion iii the Stamp Office : on failure of doing fo, he is liable 
to the penalty of one hund ed pounds. This piper fo lodged 
at the Stamp Office is by the rtamp afl: deemed to confti- 
tute fufficient evidence againfl the proprietor, in cafe of pro* 
fecution for perfonal or feditious libel, inferred in it. It mad 
be obvious from a confideration ot thefe circumftances^, that ^ 
if the Addrefs to the Volunteers was fiirmifed without any 
evidence zuhatever of Mr. Rowan haijing dijlributed ity to he 
-the occafton oj the profecution commenced aga:n(l him, and alfo 
of that intended againrt Mr. Tandy, much ftronger grounds 
cxifted for a furmife t'^at a profecution was intended againil 
the printers ot the newspapers who had infeitedit, and who 
if the paper in quellion was liable to dangerous confequencefe 
had no hope to efcape, having furnilhed evidence ao;ainri 
themfelve? before thefa^y by their oath at the Stamp Office^ 
befide their being notorioufly in the prtwer of any or every 
perfon who had purchafed a newfpipcrof the publication iri 
queflion. In the cafe of Meffrs. Rowan and Tandy, two 
points were tobeafcertained, the fa6tof the publication bein^ 
nfiditiouf lihely and the f^Q of thefe gentlemen hiving di{V 
tributed it, both of which rnufl be proved before even a 
packed jury could find them guilty. Though the firft point 
/hould be ever Co fully prpved, unlefs the fecond fhould be 
clearly fubftantiated, the gentlemen mufl be acquitted ^ 
whereas if tl>e Jirji point fliould be proved in the cafe of the 
printers, Meffrs. M* Don nej and Carey mufl be found guihy, 
and fubj?ft to wh'arcver fentcnce the Judge might think 
prppef to inflifb. . 

Thefe indubitabl" proofs (hew that the LEADERS of the 
Society o^ United frijbmen in more cafes th^n' one^ are not in- 
clined to confider the pojf of danger to be the pofl of honour : 
it being certain that the ^r/«?^r/ who run a double danger 
were not deemed worthy of the equal honour of having therr 
names made a popular theme in the fame publication with thofb 
6f Meffrs. Rowan and Tandy. Although it mud be evi- 
dent to every unprejudiced perfon, the grounds were mucli 
ftronger for furmijingy that profecution was intended ^gzit^it 
\h':m for printing the Addrcft to the Volunteers, which was 
'.; t . --' .. "^ cm 
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an incontrovertible fa3, than for furmifing, that theprinred 
hand- bill called a feditious libel, with diftnbuting which, 
Meffrs, Rowan and Tandy ftood charged, was the addrefs 
of the Society of United Iriftimen to the Volunteers, or 
for aflerting, that profecution was commenced againll: M-*. 
Tandy, before the faSi exified. It is alfo to be remarked, 
that Mr. Carleton made no fecret of l>ular warrants be- 
ing out againft the Printers in the cafe in queflion. 

On what this * evident and unjuftiflable parii?ility is 
-i^rounded, we are left to guefs< Whether it was deemal 
that fuffering in the public caufe was m^Titorious only in 
men of a certain privileged order^ fuch as LAW, 
PHYSICK, and their adherents of a particular rank ; 
or, that it was deemed the vulgar ftames of men from be- 
hind their counters^ might refleft difhonour 6n pro/ecution^ 
and that they ought therefore to be kept in the back gro • nd ; 
or that proiecution could rcfleft no honour on fttch men ; 
or that the ftock of honour to be gained by the profecutions 
in queftion, was only juft fufficlent to grace the two names 
in thercfolution; or that thefe two names only could refleft 
honour Vi^oti the public caufe; it has not yet been avowed 
by the parties : the faft fimply as it occurred is here related: 
the public will not fail to exercife their candid judgement, 
in difcovcring the reafon why the poor Printers were for- 
gotten on fo remarkable an occafton^ 

It may befaid in excufe, that the omiffion was per- 
haps accidental, or that it implied or availed nothifig. Its 
repetition, together with other circumftances, prove it to 
have been defigned ; and if it implied nothing, it will be 
feen that it produced fomethingy^yf/y/Zy injurious to the So- 
ciety, nothing lefs than the load of irretrieveable difgrace 
which it has incurred, bygrofsly iil-treatinq; and betraying 
me. A ftrong contraft to the./).'7r/); i^ijuftice which i 
have experienced, will appear in the conduct of the 
LEADERS of the Society to ther feleSi men. It was 
publicly notorious, that I had been arrefted on thp 
threfliold of the place of the Society's Meeting; and after 
my cafe had been referred to a Committee, which had 
reported that I ought to be fupported, and after a year of 
profcription — evidence was given by the two members 
who had bailed me, that. I had been arrefted for the Ad- 
drefs to the Volunteers ; yet the Society of United Irifh- 
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men, with an acknowledged convi6Hon of the truth of that 
arreft, permitted the Hon. Simon Butler, their Prefident, 
to oppcle their general opinion, by an extraordinary da- 
claration of his forgetfulnejs of the whole tranfac- 
tion ! I declare it is with the deepeft regret I find 
myfelf neceflltated tofpeak of this tranfa6lion. I have 
been fo accuftomcd to freely deliver my opinion, that I muft 
either be wholly filent on it, or openly (late it to be what 
I,thir^ ii, a forry evafion, mean and unjuftifiable in any 
man, but doubly fo, in one who had himfelf, received fo. 
liberal a fupport; from that Society, and from another pub- 
lic Body. Every perfon whom 1 have heard fpeak upon 
the fubje(9^, is pf opinion, that the permitting a few imU- 
viduais to domineer over the Society, and openly to force 
every tranfacStion of it to the ag2,randizement of a little 
F^rty, at the expence of the Body, is utterly Lnworthy of 
the name of Public Spirit^ and exactly the reverfe of that 
honeft, open, manly fyftem, which ihould regulare the 
honourable proceedings of men in earnejl for the general 
good. 
' I have faid that the evil efFe(9s of this mode oi feudal 
Aflbciation are now feverely felt by the Society of United 
Irilhmen. Had the humhU names of the Printers been in- 
ferted, even at a reffe£iful dijiance if it were deemed ne- 
ceflary, from thofe of Mefirs. Rowan and Tandy, how- 
ever, fome perfons might have been difpleafed at behold- 
ing thefe gentlemen in the vulgar company of nun from he- 
hind their counters ; yet the Ht>n. Simon Butler, would 
nqt have had an opportunity^ twelve nwnths after, of for- 
getting my being arrefted for the addrefs then fliled 
a feditious libel ; which extraordinary f.rgetfulnefs was 
the only reafon he could alfign for refufmg to put the 
qucftion on the motion, made and duly feconded in form, 
and by tHe general wi/hy to exonerate my bail : that the 
ill confequence I fpeak of, did refult from it is evident, by 
the following refolutions, grounded on that already injerted^ 
and pafled at the adjourned meeting of the Society, the en- 
fuing Sunday, and publiflied in the difFei-cnt Newfpapers 
in Dublin. ' 

December 
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December 23d, 1792, 

UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN. 

fViUirwi Drennan^ Chairman^ Archihatil Humilton Rowan^ 
^ Secretary, , 

« 

RESOLVED. That It appears to this Society, /rfl^n 
the evidence laid before it^ that the printed hand bills, which 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, and James Kapper Tandy 
are charged in t\\Q information fworn againft them, with 
havitig* diftributed, are copies of the addrefs of this 
iociety to the Volunteers of Ireland, falfely called in the ' 
faid information, *^ a feditious libel." 

%. Refolved. That it* is the duty of every member 
to diftribute the public refolutions of the fociety 5 and if 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan and James Napper Ta^idy, 
really diftributed, that Addrefs, t' cy, in fo doing, aited 
agreeably to the fentin^ents, and therefore merit the appro- 
bation of this Society. 

3. Refolved. That if Archibald Hamilton Rowan, and 
James Napper Tandy, are profccuted on account of the 
difcharge of their duty to the Society, they muft be fup^ 
ported, and the profecution be legally and conftituiioaaUy 
'refifted by the Society in every flage. 

4. Refolved. lliat this Society, in fupporting. its 
Rights, will not confine itfelf merely to defejifive mea- 
fures ; but as the faje of the peerage, and of feats in the 
reprefentative houfe of Parliament, and other corruptions, 
are openly and notorioufly pra6Hced by a fhamelers and cor- 
rupt A dm iji ill ration : this Society will, without delay^ 
prepare materials for profecution, againft fucli members 
of the Adminiftration, as have been guilty of fuch eaor- 
pities. 

Refolved. That although we defplfe the paltry Trick by 
wh^ch thofe intereftud in the p-efent unconflitutional Re- 
prefentation of the People, endeavour to fix, as a Stigma, 
the Charadter of Repulphcan and Leveller on every aaive 
promoter of Reform — yet, as we fee, with Concern, that 
fome well-intentioned and fin cere PViends of that iVleafure^ 
have been affected with a Fear artfully and groundlefsly 
excit^ for corrupt purpofes, we think it our duty to de- 
clare, on our own behalf, that the object of our Inftitu- 
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tion is an impartial and adequate Reprefentatic^ of the 
Irifh Nation in Parliament; — and, in order to prove, that 
our views are, and always have been, diredled to that end, 
we hereunto rul:9oin the Tcft, which was adopted on the 
Eftablifliment of this Society, anJ which has been uni- 
formly taken by every membef on his admiflTion : 

I A. B. in the prejence f>f Gody do pledge myfeV U my 
country y that I will ufe all my ahilities and influence in 
the ctttainment of an impartial and adequate reprefentation 
ef the Irijh Nation in Parliament — And as a means irf 
a ff Jo lute and immediate necejfity in the ejlahliftment cf this 
Chief Good of Ireland^ I will endeaifour^ as much as lies 
in my ability y to forward a brotherhood of affeSliony an iden^ 
tity of interejlsy a communion of rights^ and an union of 
power among Irijhmen of all religious perfuafions ; without 
which every reform in Parliament 'mujl be partial^ not 
vationaly inadequate to the wants^ delufive to the wijhesy 
emdinfufftcientfor the freedom and happinefs of this country. 


' Bj the names of Mr. Rowan and Mr. Tandy only ap« 
peanng in the three preceding refolutions of the above, it is 

{)lain that the omij/ion. of the printers names in the refo- 
ution of tlie 21ft. was not accidental. It is alfo clear, that 
had they been inferted in it, as in juftice they ought, they 
muft have been with equal juftice, impartially included in 
the above refolutions. In which cafe, the hon. Simon Butler, 
muft have put the queftion as moved and feconded to exone- 
rate my bail ^twelve months afterwards j) and as the fenfe 
of the whole affembjy, except that gpntleman, and Coun- 
fellor M'Nally (the only lawyers prefent) was decidedly 
in favour of the exoneration, the two worthy men who 
had bailed me, would have been fecured, and the Society 
would have efcaped that deplorable aft of infanity, by 
whiihy Wk being made the inftrument of ftriking at me, it 
has committed an irretrievable fuicideonitsowncharaiter. 
I am av^are that the perfons who occafioned the omiffion 
of the printers names on the former night, will endeavour 
to affert that the omiflion was owing to "the want of poftive 
proof that profecutions were intended againft them. * This 
Kcafon might fcemlfuflScient, but fov the corroborating evi- 
4dcnce afjainft it. of the lecsnd omiffion in the above three 
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rdblations. This jecorid omtjjion cannot be faid to havt 
been occafioned by a want of proof, fince Mr. McDonnell, * 
the printer of the Hibernian Journal, and Mr. M*Alifter^ 
book- feller, had been arretted by Mr. Carlton, and bailed 
«ich by daflerent members of the Society, on Saturday the 
aad. of December, the day preceding that, on w hie n the 
above refolutions paifed ; and it is confirmed that this/^- 
cond omijfion muft have been intentional^ and z part of a 
Jj^em to withhold the vulgar names of men from behind 
their Counters from public notice, fince it is a faft, that the 
printers names were never afterwards honoured by the pub- 
lication of the Society's vote of fupport, under the profe- 
cutions in queftion. The whole ci'thefe receive addition- 
al force from a circumftance, which muft be in the recol- 
lection of a crowded meeting ; that Mr. Tandy came in 
/ate to the Society, on the Sunday night when the above 
iTfolut^)ns pafled— -rhis boots appearing freih fpattered from 
a journey, and he dedared to the Society, that he had juil 
then come up to town to give bail, having rode forty miles 
that dav on receipt of a letter in the country — informing 
him or the wairant being out againft him, by which it ap- 
pears he had not then given bail, altho' his name was again / 
brought forward, while thofe of the printers, aSiually ar* 
rejledy were omitted. 1 have detailed thefe circumftances 
to Ihew that not only impartiality was not thought of, but 
the very appearance of it wholly laid afide. 

The paft remarks on the above relolution, have been 
pointed againft that unjuftifiahle dominion of names^ by* 
v^hich xh& Society of United Iriftimen has been made to 
rcfemble a High-land Clan, under a few ambitious^ arbi- 
trary chieftiansy more than a digiiified affembly of free, 
^lightened citizens. I now ftialj advert to the perniciQu* 
• imprudence refulting from that feudal fpirii^ previous to 
which, I (hall give an autheniic copy of the charge ia the 
warrant on which Mr. Rowan was iirrefted. 


A A 1 ^y ^^ Hon. William Downes, one of the 
w> t Jwftices of his Majefties f Court of King's 
^^^'3 Bench, Ireland, 


* I am not quite certain whether Mr. M'Donnell was aireited or f^I^-^ 
rendered himfelf, whether or not, decs ntt alter the faH of his bcia^ 
held to bail to meet profecuticii, 

■f- Literally copied. 

Wlicreas, 


> 


Whereas I hkve received Inforntat'ton upon oath, that ott 
Sunday the fixtcenth day of Decetnber mi^t, a num- 
ber of men armed with Eayiniets and Swoitis to the 
smoiini of near one hundred perlbns, were aiTeLBbled at a 
houfe ID Copc-flrtct in ihe city, of Dublin, and that 
Archibald Uamilloo Rowan arid James Napper' Tandy 
both of the faid city, tfquires, were among 'he laid per- 
sons fo alTmbled, and then and there diAributed l~e\'eral 
frinttd hanA-bilh., containing a j\:ditioui iibe(^ w feveral of 
the faid perfons To alleinbied. 

Th«fe arc thErefore in his Majefl'it! naine, tochai^ 
and command you, and eveiyof you, immediately oa. 
iight or receipt hereof, to take the bodies of the faid 
Archibald Ham'dton Rowan, and James Napper I'andy 
into your cuflody, and them fo taken, to bring before ipe, 
or any other of his Majellics Julhces of the Court tiS king's 
bench in ireland, to be dealt with accordit^ to Law: fof - 
which this fliall be your fufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand and Seal this 
twentieth day of December, 1792. 

William downks. 

To all Mayors &c. • 

f In the above we fee m mtntien whatevtr^ of the Ad' 
irefi oj the SocUty oj Ui.ud Irijhmin of Dublin to tht /V 
liintttn of IrelanJy and the very wording of tkt firft refo- 
lution affpifs toin^ply that the addrefs to the Volunteers 
was not fpecified in tlie information, which it fpeaks of: 
Upon what then did the Society ground this reiblut'on ? 
" RefoJved tliat il.apj'-ears to this Sociay-,fram the evidence 
laid bffore it, tli.it the printed hand-bitls which Archibald 

Hamilton Rowan &c. &c — ■ ■' ■ ■ ' are copies of 

the addrefs of this Society to the Foluntetts of Ireland, isc." 
X)oes not the plaineil capacity at oiKe read in this reiblution 
a conclufiiJO orceii for lome unknown purpofe ; from which 
conclufion the moft dangerous inference againji Mr Rowan 
aiifes ? Does it not evidently and wantonly tend to a fub- 
Itantiation of evidence, iniplymg thatMr. Rowan, aid dif- 

* Tbit foTm nniwcefliiT heve. - 

■\ It U alTeiti^dbj toirc, vi^o dtfcnd the airbki'it} oF the Erft Refoii, 
luiiun, that tbe -aiarml v.i> tht midmct Imd btfirt tht Cim^Hi; if CmfiU 
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tribute the addrefs tp the Volunteers. The fenfe of it ia 
plain Englifli runs thus "the Society of &c. having.evi- 
dencethat Mr Rowan did diftribute, at a certain place and 
time, the addrefe to the Volunteers, and finding that Mr. 
Rowan is charged with diftributing a printed hand, bill, con- 
taining a feditious libel at faid certain time and place ; it ap- 
pears to this Society that faid hand bill 4s the addrefs of 
this Society to the Volunteers. " * 

If there be any danger in having diftributed the Paper in 
queftiod, the firft refolutipn muft be confefTed to be a 
needlefs and rafh committal of Mr. Rowan, upon the^ngk 
X>oint " whether or not, it contained a feditious libel ?" I re- 
member making this remark to a Lawyer of the Society, 
on the night the refolution pafled ; he replied, that the So- 
ciety's averrinjg and publifhing that Mr. Rowan or any in- 
dividual had diftributed, or was the author of the addrefs to 
the Volunteers, could not injure him or them, finceit was 
not upon verbal^ wrtttetjy (^ printed affirmation^ but upon 
t &ath duly/worn^ that evidence muft be founded in a trial of 
^atkind : whether this be exa<ftly true or not, I will not 
determine; but it is certain, that this very harrijler 
has fince exprefled the utmoji alarm^ at feeing in the 
MORNING ST AJR, the addrefs in queftion, attributed to 
one DOCTOR ENERGY, byaw^ WILLIAM TELL ! 
this alarm was affe£ied only to imply, that one Dodor 
Energy, flood in danger from one William Tell; and after 
to furoufc that William 7>//was William P. Carey, for the- 
$bviou5 bafe purpofe, of carrying a point againft me. 

If there exift an opinion of any danger, to the real or r/- 
pute» author, from an unknown writer, under zjj^itious fig- 
nature, difiributing the addrefs to the Volunteers, to an un- 
known Do£i<ir under a ti;/r/;^ctf/ appellation, that opinion of 

* I atftnded, as the c^mpanhn in arms, of Mr. Rowan, and a&hii^iS&w 
JjUditr, in the Dublin Indifendent Foluntetrsy at the meeting in Cope-ftreet* 
oa. t^ 1 6th o£ December, 1794* The corps which Attended, werefpjecio 
lUd in^e,refotutii>n& agreed to on that day, and publifhed in the different 
0ubUn newipapers afterwards. They were the Liberty ArtiUery and Z?c» 
Mr/ Unimt and the Dublin Iitdependent Volunteers^ 1, for enfy could give 
teftiniony«tha£ during the meeting of that day, I did not f£e any printed 
hand-biUs, diiJlribuiied by Meifrs* Rowan and Tandy, and I have heard 
•dier volunteers declare the lame. 

f la fupport of tliiS) the printed namet of Dr. Drennan as Chairman, 
and Mr. Ronvan as. fecretaiy^ whicb are prefixed to the addrefs to the Vq;- 
lunteers, are n^t legdl proofs, that either of thcfe perfon9 did officiate ^ 
fuch when it pafled the Society. 
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tlan^cr mud be founded on a convi£fion that there is feditious^ 
avd therefore dangerous matter m theaddrefs: iffo, itmuft 
be obvious, that tliere is a ftill greater danger to Mr. Royvan, 
horn the Lavyer's averring by a wanton and forced con- 
ftruaion, that he had dijlributed, the addrefs to the Vo- 
lunteers. For my' own part, I declare 1 atn not difceming 
oiough to fee what legal danger can arife to the r^<7/ author, 
fiom tlie honeft feverity of one William Tell. It muft be 
a very uncommon law fubpana which could compell one 
WtlUamTelU who has no real exifiance^ to appear in 
court againft ons DcxStor Energy^ who is alfo, if I am not 
deceived a mere " Vox et preterea nihil !" It is not fo in the 
cafe of the above refolution of the 23d December, to 
which the names of Dodor Drennan, and Archibald Ha- 
milton Rowan are prefixed. What w.ould have been the 
confequence, had Parliament thought proper to difcover any 
difrefpea of itfelf in the fourth Refolution, where thefe 
cxpreffions occur ? — " But as the fale of the Peerage and 
of feats in the Reprefentative Houfe of 'Parliament^, and 
other corruptions <7r^«/>^«/y andnotorioufly praSiifed^c, &c,'* 
The Houfes of Lords and Commons might both have 
fummoned Mr. Rowan and Doftor Drennan before them, * 
where if thefe Gentlemen copied the condud of Meflrsi 
Butler and Bond, Mr. Rowan muft avow that he did give 
his farHStion to the refolutions, from a conviction that 
they were founded in truth ; and thus by the forced con- 
•ftrudion in the firft refolution, would be dragged in to give 
evidence againft hiwfelf by admitting that to be true, which 
direflJy implies his having difirihuted the addrefs to the 
Foiunteers, 

It being pofitively aflerted by feme friends of the law- 
yers of the committee of conftitution, that on the night of 

* Their not doing fo, was more owing to good luck, than good judgment 
in the writer of the Refolutions. In drawing a conclufion, in this inftanee, 
from a matter which did not happen, I for once^ fight my enemies with 
theii- own weapons. The lawyers with important fhakes of the wrjf, 
ihruggsof the (houlder, and audible whifpers, have 'attempted to infinuatc 
their horrible alarms of the danger in which one Dr. Energy ftands from 
the nvicked^ feditlous, falfe and malicious letters of Wm. Tell whom they do 
me the honoi r to fpeak of as William Paulet Carey. This chicane is wor- 
thy of its precious inventors, who thus for a truly virtuous purpofc, fought 
to extort a condufton from a clrcumfiancc which did not happen, and for 
which, there exifts no ground of ^reMility -vftatcvert but in the valuable 
coinage of tht;ir own brains* 

the 
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the 23d of Deccnlbcr, the committee had «<?/ * procured a 
copy of the information, againft Meflrs. Rowan and Tandy ; 
and that the evidence on which they grounded their refpe^ft, 
was folely drawn from the notice of the information^ con- 
tained in the warrant, I have pointed out the weaknefs 
and folly of the refolutions paffed on the occafion : bUi I 
have fome reafons to beheve, that thefe perfons do not 
fpeak from their knowledge of the fafil \ ^ but from the 
myjierious ambiguity of the firji refolution, which affedlrs . 
to fpeak of the occafion of Mr. Rowan's arrefl as a matter 
o( jurmife and uncertainty ; and yet, at the fame time, 
takes upon it, by a forced conftru£lion, to fay, " that the 
printed hand bills, containing, a feditious libel," as men- 
tioned in the warrant, are copies of the addrefs to the vo- 
lunteers. 

The plaiii queftion. is — was not, or was, the evidence _ 
laid before the committee, a copy of the information, 
fwom againft MefTrs. Rowan and Tandy? If it was not, : 
the committee ftands condemned, for the wanton and 
dangerous fubftantiation oi evidence contained in the firll 
refolution. If it was— -for what purpofe was myfierious 

uncertainty afFedled in th^ fir/} refoiution ? If, on or 

before the 23d December, 1792, the Committee 
had obtained a copy of thd information againft MefTrs. 
Rowan and Tandy, it, as well as that againft W. P. 
Carey, expreffes at large, the contenis of the printed hand- 
bill, called a feditious libel : It fets forth with the title— ^ 
^' SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN OF 
DUBLIN TO THE VOLUNTEERS OF IRE- 
LAND : William Drennan^ Chairman, Archibald Ha* ' 

milton Rowan^^Sec, '^Citizen Soldiers I You fir ft took 

up arms, &c. &c." — *until the whole publication is recited 
word for word literally. Here we fee no room to doubt 
•i^no occafion to affeft a fu^mfe pf a matter which was 

certain-^ 

* If the Committee of Con ftitution procured a copy of the informa- 
tion in Mr, Rowan's cafe, pray how came it, that the Committee of three^ 
oi which Mr. Rowan was oni, could not find a copy of the information in 
the Printer Carey^s cdSt} The informations were alike for the addrefs to 
the Volunteers, and both lodged in one perfon's hands. 

f Whether this be true or not, the foUy of the refolution muft be appa- 
rent. I have heard it affcrted, that the Committee in the cafe of MeflVs. 
Rowan and Tandy, on or before the ajd of December, 1793, had a copy 
of the inf^miation fwom againft thefe gentl«men. I have aifo heard it 

afi'cued 
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certain. The charge againft Meflrs. Rowan and Tandy 
is clear ; and the firft refokition, had it been dictated by 
impaitial common fcnfe would have fpoken as clearly— 
fomewhat to this purpofe. 

Refolved. That Archibald Hamilton Rowan, and 
James Napper Tandy, ftaiid charged by information, 
fwom againft them, with having diftributed printed copies 
of the addrcfs of this Society to the Volunteers, felfely 
termed in faid information ^ a feditious libel." 

Bm 

•flerted they had not, on or before that date. I have confidei ed it in the 
two points : either of which tend to fliewthe tncon^Aency, partiahtj 
and dangerous raihnefs of theLawyevs who framed the r^Tolutioas. 1 am 
decidedly of opinion, that the Committee did not, on or before the 23d 
of December, poflefs a copy of, or obtain accefs to the idformation 
fwom againft MeflrB. Rowan and Tandy. This opinion I ground oa 
an enquiry which I made of the Crowp Solicitor, in whofe hand* 
the informations fwom againft them were lodged, and alfo on the follow • 
ing circumftance : — That in the cafe of information fwom againft any 
perfon, the accufed is not entitled to a copy of the information fwom 
againft him, until afiet the bills have been found againft him.by the Grand 
Jury. Now it is a/a/V that theczaminattonsandindi^hnents were ne^tr pre- 
ferred to a Grand Jury againft Meftrs. Rowan and Tandy, nor againft any 
of the Printers — nor were they fent to the Clerk of the Crown fo late as 
the middle of December, 1793, a year afteiv-of courfe the Committee 
wMre ltd entitled to a copy or to. a ^gbt of them — ^d as the examinatiosis 
tgainft Meflrs. Rowan and Tandy, and thofe againft the Printers were ^jdl 
lodged in me perfon 's hands, the Crown Solicitor, how can it be aflerted, 
that the Committee in Meflrs. Rowan and Tandy's cafe, got a copy or a. 
fight of the examination againft thefe gentlemen, on or before the 43^ 
of December, 179a, only three days after they were fworn, and that the 
CoiAmittee of Tfhree^ nearly a twelvemonth after, could not in the courfe 
pf a whole week, devife any means of obtaining a copy or a (ight -of the 
examinations againft W. P. Carey, though I muft repeat it, both examina- 
//OA/ were lodged in the fame perfon* bands, Befide it is to be remembered 
that Mr. RowanY/VA prefent to give evidence jf bis arreJI. to tie ComniiiUe ap^ 
pointed in his eafiy ^nd that of Mr, TtfiM^-*and Courfeihr M^NaUy vbas one 
•f the members of tbai Committee^ before whom he gave evidencovpf his arreft. 
—To conclude this extraordinary myftery— ^/X Mr, Rowan and Counfellor 
M'Nttliy tvere afterguards members of the Committee of Tbree^ which I 
again repeat, could w/ in the courfe of a nufhole tveek obtain a copy or fight 
•J the eisaminatioBA againfi the Printer Carey ! We cannot fuppofe the Com- 
mittee had accefs to theeiuuninations againft Meflrs. Rowan and Tandy, 
•without the knottfledge of Mr, Rowan who was concerned, and v/as prefeiit 
dmring the Committee** difcujion, aod of Counfellor M^Nailyy ^bo.wai a meoh- 
ker of that Committee. In which cafe both thefe perfons a$ menibefs 
of the Committee of three a|^Qtnted for my buiiners mnft be involved 
in a charge of the moft heinous nature^ that of framing and joining in -a 
report calculated to defea^the motion for exonerating my bail, by wHfitUy 
^i^ng 'an incapacity of obtaining accefs to the examinations againfl me. On the 
«thcr hand, if the Committee in the cafe of Meflrs. Rowan and Tandy 

hail 


( 4^ ') 

* But the men ^ho had ra(hly committed the Society, ftfe 
athamed to acknowledge their w^tit of capacity or want 
of prudence. Had the refolutlon <^/)^w/)' avouued the charge 
againft Meffrs. Rowan and Tandy, the men from behind 
their counters would have difcoverpd the dangerous ground 
upon Y^hich they fto6d : they would have obtained a 
knowledge how little reliance could be placed upon thp 
opinion of Lawyers who had brought in the Addrefs in 
queftion, fancftioned with their declaration that it was ftridtly 
li^gal. Plain fenfe would have warned plain unafluming 
fjien jfbu/inefs of the dar^ger of fuch a publication, then had 
they not been deceived into a contrary fentiment. Com- 
mon Senfe would have informed me, had I not je- 
lled on the lawyers of the Society, that ther^ is a wide dif- 
ference between a proceeding fan6lioned by the law, and 
that which is pnly winked at by the law. 

The Javv twelve months ago, unfortunately confined tlie 
life of arms to a very fmall portion of ^ the people.-^Bqt 
there did not exift any law to fandion the aflembling pf 
this favoured clafs in armed bodiesy alth'.mgh it can ne- 
ver be forgotten, ttiat the generous ardour of her armed 
citizens prevented the intended invafion of Ireland, and 

liad »9f acc^is to the exan\tnations againil thefe gentlemen'— upon whatauf 
tllQirky did thtfvejatVLie to fi^antiiae. evidence* againji thefe gentlemen^ by af^ 
^//j^,-th^ it .appeared to them that the Printed HanjMUi^ alfdy caled 
A/fditiQus libely Mrith diftributing wtich they Aood charged in the warrant, 
yoere colics of the t^ddrefs ofjbe, Society to the Volunletrs 
■■ It is plain they could ndt venture fo extraordinary an aflertldn, uuleik 
they wilhed to betray to the P'ublic> that they had evidence of M«£&s. 
Rowan and Tandy's having dijlribuied tYic Addrefs. to the Voluatecrs, at tit 
time and plac^y when and where they were charged with diiiributing a 
fronted Handbill^ faliely faid to contain a feditious libel. If they really 
\i2^d iuch evhience, 4.bey nvere bound to conceal it 2l.% dangerous. This mufb be 
ohvious to every man of the plaineit capacity, for, if divulging the difiri* 
huttbn of it.be not dangerous to the diflributjur — it /oilowg that divulging the 
•writing of it^ cannot be dangerous to the writer. Of courfe the real writer 
can ftand in no danger from one JViUiam Tell in a Public Mewfpaper, af. 
ferting that one Dr. Energy is the author of it. — On the other hand, if, 
as the Lawyers a&!rt, it be Wiz;7gr«rotf/ to divulge thi di&ributors or wri- 
ter of the Addrefs, that dagger muft arife from feditious matter in it,^of 
tvhich, the iMtjuyers thus acknowledge ^ they have a -eonviBion, As to the 
real author^ there is not a member of the Society who was prcTenc when 
the addrefs was brought in, 'can have a doubt o' him, from tho ootorioiM 
circumftance of his Supporting the wording of a particular part of it ia 
this manner—-" I do not fupport the matter obje<fted to, becaufe Hum 
matttT'of my own wr/V/jvg-— but becauft X think ii right, tS^e^ lift* 
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ffccd her from the tyranny of Brltifli Statutes. A ihor^ 
forcible illuftration occurs in the cafe of the Catholics :— 
Until lately, a law exifted to prevent them, under fevere 
penalties, from poflefling arms for felf-defence ; while that 
law flept^ it being known that Government did not intend fa 
put it in foree^ the Catholics not only openly kept arms 
in their houfes, but appeared in armed hodiesj under the 
facrcd chara6ler of Irilh Volunteers, to defend themfelves 
and their common country from a foreign enemy. — Far 
from being imprudent, this conduct was wife and patrio- 
tic ; it n^erited the applaufe and received the thanks of 
their Proteftant Countrymen. — Government approved of 
the meafure as a ftrong one, rendered neceflary by its 
own unpardonable negledl and imbecility. But had Go- 
vernment viewed the Volunteer force in the proud day of 
Its glor)', as an obieft of Jealoufy, it would have been 
madnefe in the Catholics to attempt the fie\d. Their do- 
ing fo, far from being a fervice to the Public, would have 
been produ<Siye of ruin to themfelves. Here is an in- 
llance of a laudable proceeding in the teeth of an . exift- 
ing law, but that law being made for the convenience of 
Government^ the will of Government fupported the Ca- 
tliolics in their infringement of it. 

Now, at the period wlien the Address to the Volun- 
teers was iffued by the Society of United Irijhmen^ it was 
<lecidedly known that Government had long harboured a 
jealoufy of the Corps of Volunteers then exifting. It was 
even pretty well afcertained that a plaufihle pretext was 
only fought to fupprefs that glorious inftituuon.. 

The fecond refolution reminds us of the Lion and the 
weaker animails entering into partnerftiip, to (hare th6 perils 
of hunting— the former claiming the right to divide 
the prey, found means to appropriate the whole to himfelf. 
It holds out a plan of a number joining ftock, for one or 
two only to fhare the profits. It eftgbliflies as thQ duty of 
every member equally to run the danger of dijiribution^ 
while the mo&. Jhameful partiality was manifcfted in attend- 
ing to the members over whom profecutipn pended. It is 
alfo vifible in it, that the writer felt the improper fuhjlantia- 
tion.of evidence contained in ihtfirji refolution, by his at- 
tempting to do it away in the following paflage — " if A. 
H. Rowan and J N. I'andy really diftributed thataddrefs." 
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The fourth refolution relative to the profecutidns againft. 
Adminiftration on account of the fale of the Peerage and 
of feats in the Reprefentative Houfe of Parliament, will 
naturally give rife to a queftion, was it ferioudy intended 
to be put into execution, ot only palfedlike the refolution 
to fupport me for the article from the Northern Star^ 
merely to catch popularity ? Certain it is, this attempt to 
man a reed againft the firmament of power, might ena- . 
blc forac Lawyers to look important for a few days after 
in the Courts, yet all the threatened preparations for^ 
profecution, without delay ^ were never more heard of iii 
' the Society ! They funk like the refolution in favour of 
Irifli Manufa^ures^ and that of pubjiihing a plan oi Re- 
form^ * having ferved the intended purpofe of making a 
buftlc for a moment without advancing a ftep to the end . 
propofcd ! — When will thefe Refolution Mongers^ thefe 
School- boys of the law, grow alhamed of fuch puerile con- 
' du6l ? When will they learn that it is neceflary to carry 
into a^ion fome part of the juft principles they avow^ in 
order to obtain faith for their profejjions ? — Surely, the 
well-meaning men^^ from behind their counters^ who have 
been blindly impelled by the curfe of leaderjhip^ ought to 
fee that the paper qjr^dit' of the Society, though ifllied 
under the firm of the old ejlablijhed Trader s^ LAW, 
PHYSIC, and CO. has long been depreciated, and is 
liow no where current beyond the limits of the Taylor's 
Hall. Refolutions and Addrefles multiply, and official 
bulletins of triumphs in nubibusy flie about ; mean while 
the Society falls in the public opinion, and in proportion 
is it lofes chara6ter out of doors, it clofes its ears to the 
hearing of its errors, and becomes forely tenacious of an 
imaginary dignity within its aflembly. PHYSIC won- 
dering at its growing importance, wifely learns to ^ppre- 
ciate its own confequence, by fixing its eyes on things 
above \ by diftinguilhing the feleSi f£w to whom it (hall 
appropriate its converfe^ and by aflbming a f adder folemniiy. 
oi ^ifage^ and a hoflower tone of diftance to the enqui- 
ries of the unlearned vulgar with whom it is conjirained 
to unite. LAW, itfelf propped by the permanent Candle-* 
Snuffer oa one fide, and by an independent Country Gentle- 
man on the other, ihoots by a rapid tranfition from zjiarve- 
iing pigmy to a Jlupendous colojjus^ and exhibitsto the afio- 
nilhment of the Four Court s^ m the form ofpolitical Atla^ 
bearing the mightv world of Back- lane upon its fhoulders I 

* A i\3fi of Refonn ha* appeared fincc tliit wa< >viitten> 
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The meeting? crumble away, but Acftwer zfkmhkdy 
Ihe more united the Society ; the le/s oppofition to the will 
' of the ruling potver. Woe upon the head of the luckleji. 
individual^ from behind his counter ^ who attempts- to- 
fpeak> after the authoritative call of (ome great and learv'^ 
gd member — " to order!" \Voe upon him whofe free 
fcifit revolts at the impotent omnipotence of the Lilliputian^ 
sovereignty, or whofe eye flames indignant deriilon at 
the lofty littlenefs of the injolcnt pageant ! — Is he a friend? 
to a perfecuted Printer? ycciferaie him mftlenctl* Has 
he bailed a member under arreft ? Crofs his name from the 
t5ooks of the Society, f — Has he been himfelf arrefted?-*^ 
Let the very writer whofe pen is reputed to have brought 
Kim into danger, rife and move his expulfion ! J Thus do 
. they feek to lift a few into confequence, by the depreiTion of 
the many. Thus are the facred names of public fpirit*. 
. and patriotifitl profaned by the fordid felfiftinefs of party-^-^ 
Thofe facred names, whofe very mention brings frefli 
X,^ fupplies of courage and virtue to the honeft heart, are thus 

fobbed of their nobleft qualities of eftimation, and^ made 
the ^ prey of fcofFers. Thus the great erids of aflbciatioa 
are forgotten, and the fplendor of her talents like the 
I)eauty of aproAitute, far &om commanding our efteetny 
only remihds us of the noble purpofe of her creation, by 
awakening ^ijigh of regret for the deplorable abandonment 
by which (he is abufed. 

If any United Iriflimah fadden over this juft refem«. 
fclance, let him ierioufly aflc of his heart, the caufe of that 
Society's having dwindled into her prefent condition?^— 
Upon the credit of her firft profeffions, flie obtained % 
ftare of popularity and drew numerous and refpediable 
• ikieetings: by ne^e£ling to aft conformable to her pro- 
feffions, (he has excited general difgufl, and produced 

"f^ Otttlic i8th of 0<ftobcr, the' night of the report of the Committee of 
Three Mr. MathtfwS) one of my bail, -was iilenced by the Prefident,th^ 
younger Sheares, and forced to ^uit the room in diiguft^^-the like hap« 
pened to this honeft citizen, oa the night my expuilien was firft movedi 

't' On the 25th of Odober^ the enfuing meetings Do<ftor Drenaaa 
moved that the name of Surgeon Wxight (alfo one of my bail) ihouldbe 
MTofled from the books of the Society. - 

';|: On the lil of Noven^r, Do(%or Drennan, t'he re]^ut6<l^ Author of 
the Addrefsto the Volunteers , for publishing which, I had betnavrflfted, 
and which had been fo injurious to me, rofe and moved my expulfion. 
Some energetic circumflances, which rendered this condu6l of the X>ot 
tar, moft i^iktngly charadberiAic of his mixKl. will be feen hcrtsifter. 
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her own fall. How melancholy the pi6lure which fhe 
now prefcnts to every unbiafled mind. Her weak and 
emaciated figure, in the laft ftage of a confumption, 
finks upon the paper limbs which have hitherto fupported 
her. Her glazed eyes are immoveably fixed upon the 
infcription, " Honourable," which like " the prophetic 
hand writing upon the %vaU^* glimmers upon the fallen 
fragment of a noble column. In the hyjlerical paroxifms ^ 
of the burning fit, (he laughs cit crowns ^ind/ceptresy and 
(hakes the avenging bullrujh of h'er authority over the de • 
voted infidel who que(tions her infallibility, while her 
voice, portending fpeedy difTolution, and hollow as if 
from the vault of death, denounces ruin and infamy up- 
on any who (hall dare to /iep between her and the grave 

of unhonoured extinSfion^ to which (he haftes. What 

then are we to thmk of the men who madly cry out 
againft the healing hand, which, with a generous incifion, 
ftrikes at tiie root of the malady, that if left to itfelf, 
jnuft fpeedily terminate. the exilience of the body^ upon 
which it preys ? 

Of the fifth refolution we may fay that principle and 
praSfice were never more at variance than thefe which it 
frofeJfes-'^?x\6 thofe which are evident in the proceedings 
of the Lawyers of the Society. If, as it juftly obferves, de- 
Jigning men by a paltry trick endeavour to affix as Tijiignta^ 
the character of Republican and Leveller upon every a'3:ive 
friend of reformat fo the adfninijlration of the Society of 
United Iri(hmen no fooner became fenfible of the public 
infamy attached to its unmerited ill ufage of me, than it: 
felt an alarm at my declared intention of a public appeal, 
and fought to (kreen the paji^ by plunging (lill deeper in 
guilt. Too late fenfible that it had hid its hand upon a 
man not to be (haken by the infolent i|ijuftice of its petty 
' power, it fought to prejudice the public mind by endea- 
vouring to affix a ftigma, upon my politics! principles 
and upon thofe of every hbneft man who efpoufed my 
caufe. To perpetrate this manly p"oje6l that cabal could 
not be at a lofs. Rich in the polTeiribn of a I*^ ewgate So- 
licitor, whofe mouth and tongue may not inaptly be called 
the inkftand and pen of dctamatidn, — one, whofe name 
and infamy are fynonimous terms with every man of honour 
at the bar, and who is not more prompt to heap unmerited 
infult where he thinks lie may fafely do it, than notorious 
for his pajjive fuhnijjion to the merited retorts wliich he 
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has publicly received.— This piece of abje^ mfolence and 
of cunning incapacity with an invention fertile ir\ caluin^ 
nies not more groundlefs than defpicable, ^cled as voluntas 
ry miner to the generous and intrepid Leaders^ who levelled 
their combined powers againft the reputation of the perfe- 
cuted Printer Carey. In looking i)a^k this indefatigable 
Therjites faw nothing to bring againft me but a lift of the 
injuries which I had received. He wifely therefore drew 
upon futurity^ for fubiefls of accufation. Aware that my 
appeal would fpeak of the a6^s- of injuftice, which 
the cabal had committed, he whijpered abroad the teri 
rible rr/Wj which he kindly prophefied I was to do, Ps, 
corrupt Minifter knows how to cloak his peculations under 
the name of *♦ Extraordinaries "—to defend his opprejjive 
meafures^ under the title of wife reJlriSlions — :and to digr 
nify a fyftem of error and injujiice^ with the fplendid ap« 
. pellatipn of a glorious conjiitution. He knows how to 
brand with the odium of /edit ion^ any man whp fets him- 
felf in ^ppojition to him, in like manner the members of 
tlie Cabal which fwayed the Society of United Iriftimer^ 
knew how to defend their notorious injuftice. — They had 
the modefty to dignify their treachery^ their want ofhonejiyy 
and their calumnies^ with the name of the Public Cauje^ 
and to implicate themjelves with it, ' Thus they hoped to 
cftablifti an opinion, that whqever dared to cenfure their 
pr oceedings were enejuies of the Public Caufe, Thdt five 
or fix men uridertook by a felf election to reprefent the 
l7n ted Irift^men to the people of Ireland,- and to repre^ 
Jent the people of Ireland in the United Irifl)?nen, I'hey 
cried out " fVe^ the people of Ireland I alias Mefl'rs. 
Phyfic and Law^ againft the Printer Carey 1 "-r-But the 
}>eopIe gave the lie ^to the criers. They deemed that 
the difficulties in which they had previouily involved me, 
would have bowed my fpirit to th. injuries which they 
had in ftpre for me. — ?They hoped eafijy to atchieve the 
murder of my gpod name, after-being themfelves the means 
oftlriving me fi om my eftablifliment, compelling me to fly 
from-tti y native city, and to fecret n^yfelf for a twelvemonth, 
under a feigned name, duringwhich time their fokmn en- 
gagement legally to fupport me was utterly neglected. What . 
could I do to whom they had left no alternative but a 
prijony hazarding to remain as an outlaw at home — or fly- 
ing for ever into exije. — : — They hardly ddemed that a man 
aiSiled by t|ieir calumnies and purfued by their enmity — hi- 
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capable of appearing in public, whilcvthc vengeance of ^o- 
vefnment hung over him, and furrOunded by difficulties in*" 
all of which he was jolely befriended by his perfgnal re* 
Jources^ would have had courage not "merely to infult himfdf 
by a reply to /landers which refute themfeJveSj but to attack 
his oppreflbrs in their ftfong-holds— to drag them forth 
before the public and to ftamp upon their proceedings that 
chara6l:er of infamy which they deferved. 
- The laboured pomp of words which. we find in-* **a. 
Brotherhood of affeSfictn — an identity of intere/ls-^^ii union 
of power and a communion of rights '''—is a freftl inAance of 
the hollow hut founding profeflions which have marked the 
C(indu£i bf the Leaders. How utterly unlike the Arifiocrati^ 
arrogance-^Xht fordid feparation of interejis^^^tht monopoly 
of power — and rhfOiolation of common right vifible in their 
conduft to me. 

I muft remark that on the evening of the 23d of De- 
ceiiiber, after the refolutions were pafTed, including the 
names of MefTfs. Rowan and Tandy, thofe of the three 
men from behind theJr counters^ McDonnell, M'Alifter and 
Carey, were fuggefted as obje6ls of confideration for a 
Committee of Conftitution. 

In the courfe of the difcuffion occafioned by this, fome 
of the lawyers remarked, proofs did not exifl of profecutitm 
commenced ^gSLin& W. P; Carey, Printer of the National 
Star, as he bad not been arrejiedy and therefore his name 
ought not to be included with thofe of the other two prin- 
ters, for the confideration of the committee. Here we fee 
the fame men aSing by one member of the Society, whom • 
they hiijd led into a predicament, in a manner exaSily the 
reverfe of their condud to another. The refolutions hi- 
therto alluded to, were pafled previous to Mr, Tandy hav 
ing entered hail ; yet no objedion was made to referring 
his name to a committee, or to voting him the fupport of 
the Society. Not a (hadow of doubt could be entertained 
of profecution being intended againft me ; becaufe it was 
known that Mr. Oliver Carleion, who had arreft^d Mr- 
Rowan and M'Alifter, had declared that he had a warrant 
againft me; and had (hewed, the warrant to theperfon in 
my office, requefting to know when I would-be pleafed to 
attend him to enter bail. It was Jalfo known tliat, 
Mr. Math ws, who afterwards bailed me, and Mr. 
M'Mahon, the two members of the Society, who had 
bailed Mr. M*Alifter, when arrefted, had fcen at Lord 
C^lonmell's, the name of William Paulet Carey inferted 
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in the bail bond, which was made to ferve for Mr. M'A lif- 
ter, by erafing my name, and inferting that of M* Alifter j 
to add to this, Mr. Carleton mentioned to Mr. Mathews, 
in the prt fence of Mr. M'Mahon, and Mr. M'Alifter, that 
he had a fimilarwairant againft me. Thefe circumftances 
though amounting to a conviftion, were not deemed fuf- 
. ficient proofs, that profecution was commenced againft mc; 
and thus my name was omitted, when thofe of the other 
two Printers, Mr. McDonnell, and Mr. M'Alifter, were 
.referred to a Committee of Conftitution. The Commit- 
tee of Conftitution did afterwards report that — " the fame 
reafoning applied to the cafes of Mr. McDonnell and Mr. 
M' Alifter, which had applied to the cafes of Meffrs. Rowan 
and l^andy ; and that Mr. McDonnell and Mr. M'Alifter 
' were entitled to Jimilar fuppbrt from the Society." The 
fpirit of oftentation, as ufual, operated here. The fyf- 
tem of bringing afew favourite names into notice, and keep- 
ing others in.the back ground, prevented the appearance of 
this refolution in the public papers, it being deemed fuffi- 
cient honour y^r men from behind their counters^ to have 
their names inferted by the' Secretary in the Society's 
bocks.* 

I have to remark, that on th? fame night, of the 23d of 
December, when the rcfolutions in favour of Meffrs. 
Rowan and Tandy, were ordered for publication, and be- 
fore queftion arofe relative to the names of the printers, 
the Hon. Simon Butler enquired of me if I had been ar- 
refted, is a warrant was out agafnft me. I told him I 
knew there was, from the circumftances of my name be- 
ing feen in the bail bond, and from Mr. Carleton's infor- 
mation, and added, I had been advifed not to give bail, for 
fome time, from circumrtances which I fliall now relate, 
and which I alfo mentioned (lightly to Councellor Rice^ 
on that night, but not having Icifure to enter into panicu- 

* Cantraft the arlftocratic fyftcm of diftlnaion in the whole of thefc 
proceedings, wiFth the Declarations of the Society, and we fliall fee that 
•profcffions of popular principles, are like lowlinefs, hut young: Ambition's 
iadder, in too many cafes. The condudl of thefe profeffors fs exadly the 
reverfe of the fokmn teft of the Sodety— a part of which runs thus, 

t" 1 A. B. in the prcfenceof God, do pledge myfelf to my country 

&c. &.C ^tp forward a brotherboad of affeaiony an tdentity 

9/ mUrefis, ^ communhn of rijrhts^ and an union of pq-wer among Irifi,mtn, 
^c. &c.' — Qucre. If this teft partake of the nature of an oatb^ have not 
thefc men perjured themfelves, by ading dirc<aiy iij oppofition to its im 
partial prmaplci. 
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lars then, I requefted the favour of the latter to call on me, 
if convenient, at an appointed hour the next day, for a 
fuller explanation. Although I had not the pleafure of 
that gentleman's acquaintance, I was induced to requeil 
this favour of him, from the fenfible and\)repo{refling man- 
ner in which I had feen him conduit himfelf in the Society: 
neither oftentatioufly officious in the obtrufion of his own 
opinions, nor pajpvely echoing thofe of a profefftonal party^ 
but delivering his fentiments with a modeft firmnefs and 
manly propriety, which appeared to me to refult from a fin- 
cere wifli of promotijig the general welfare. On the occafioa 
in queftion, I experienced from that gentleman a polite at- 
tention, and a ready promife of calling on me the next day. 
The circumftances which I had to explain to Counfellor 
Rice were as follows. About two months before, I found 
in the box through which the literary correfpondence of - 
the National Evening Star was received, an anonymous 
letter mforming me that a profecution was intended againft 
me, by a newly created Earl : the writer cautioned me 
againft felling any News papers of certain dates, which he 
mentioned, as it was intended to buy at my office fome of 
thofe Papers on which to found the profecution. I accord- 
ingly gave orders not to fell any of thofe papers, and I ob- 
ferved they were called for feveral times by aiirerent perfons 
a few days afterwards, which induced me to place a reliance 
upon the intelligence of my unknown friend. It will appear 
that I was not miftaken. Three or four days after pub- 
liftiing the article from the Northern Star, I found in the 
letter-box, 'SXioi^Ci^ anonymous letter, written in ihc Jam e 
hand as the former, informing me that a profecution would 
be commenced againft me immediately for that publication. 
Juft then I received from Lord Clonmel a notitial writ or 
fummons in the • cafe of the intended profecution againft 
me, at the fuit of t!ie new-made Earl, which agreed with 
the preinformation of my unknown friend ; almoft imme- 
diately aftei* this, I received the citation from his Msjefty's 
Attorney General, (already mentioned) in tl'ie cafe of the 
profecution for the article from the Northern Star, agreea- 
ble in like manner to the preinformation of my unknown 
friend, which circumftances prepared me to credit any 
future intelligence from the fame quarter. 

Shordy after this a Mr. St — kd — le, a member of tlie 
Society of United Iriftimen with whom I was not particu- 
lary then acquainted, called on me and informed me that 
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fotne ferious matters were in train againft me, and ihat a 
fnagiftrate of his acquaintance had been applied to, to 
grant a warrant for my apprehenfion, but had refufed to 
have any hand in the bufinefs, conceiving that little credit 
would be gained by his appearing in it. Mr. St — ^kd — ^le 
fpokcof myfituation, as hewas taught tothinkit, one highly 
dangerous and not merely tending to involve property : he 
ftated his information to be, that my doors could be broke 
open to feize my perfon, and fuch was the intention. I 
xnuft own, though highly obliged to this perfon for his 
friendly information, yet I judged that the intereft which 
he app^red to feel in my fituatioii, might have made him 
too cafily credit the account of the danger in which he 
had been told I ftood, and which being magnified fo much, 
gave me reafon to doubt whether his informer was truly 
warranted in what he faid. Indeed although I heard at 
that time a fimilar account from two other perfons, I could 
not be prevailed upon to confider it other, than an unac- 
countable, rumour, which ought not to be a fouroe of a 
moment's uneafinefs to me. Matters flood thus, when I 
went to the meeting of the Society of United Irifhmen, on 
the evening of the 23d of December, where I feperately 
faw the Honourable Simon Buder and Counfellor Rice, 
when I appointed with the latter to favour me with a meet- 
ing to explain the above circumflances, as I have already 

related. 

On going home that night from the meeting, I found in 
the letter-box znoxhtr anonymous letter^ in the fame hand 
writing as the two former^ which contained information 
fomewhat fimilar to that which I had received from Mr. 
St— kd— le, and pofitively aflerted that it was intended im- 
mediately to break my doors, and feize my peifon. It alfo 
aflerted that the file of papers of the NATIONAL 
EVENING STAR was at that moment in the hands of 
Crown Lawyers and that the publication called " Common 
Senfe^'* publifhed by the United Irifhmen, and which was 
printed m the N. Jk. Star, was to be made a fource of pro- 
fecutii n upon profecution againft me. The unknown writer \ 

carneflly advifed me not to furrender myfelf, or give bail for 
the addrefs of the Socie-y of United Irilhmen to the Volun- 
teers, untill I fhould fee how matters would go with others, 
at that moment fubjedl to profecution. 

On receiving thk information from a quarter which had 
twice before proved authentic, I complied with the advice 
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of my friends in fleeping from home for a few nights, and 
ne3^ morning wrote an account of thefe particulars to 
Counfellor Rice, informing hini where I was and begging 
to know whether on confideration of the matter, I ought, 
or ought not, to comply with the requeft of my friends, 
who ftrongly an4 unanimoufly, advifed me not to give bail 
for the addrefs to the Volunteers, until I had more certain 
affurance of the propriety of doing fo : Counfellor Rice was 
fo obliging to call that night to fee me, and bfjing informed 
I was not within, imagined that it might be a precaution 
arifing from the perfon who aqfwered him, not knowing 
hitn ; he therefore fent into Mrs. Carey the letter which 
I had written to him, and agreed that from the circum- 
ftances ii^ientioned in it, it was his opinion that I ought to 
follow the advice of the anonymous letter writer, in keep- 
ing out of the way, and not giving bail ui>til 1 (hould fee 
what might be the iffueof the trials of fomeof the perfons 
arrefted for the addrefe to the Volunteers. I the more 
readily adopted this mode of proceedii^g, as ir was at that 
time every where the public opinion, that I as Printer of 
the National Evetiing Star was pecijliarly obnoxious to 
certai|i mei) in power, and was marked out to \^ run down 
by * • profecution and imprifonment, ar> opinion which 
was likewife entertained by every member of the Society of 
United Irifhmen, with whom 1 cpnvgrfed on th^ fubje<ft, 
aU of whom agreed in ftrongly recommending to me not 
to give bail for the ?iddrefs ^o tl^e Volunteers^ 

A conviction 

' * About this time, I received notice of an intended profecution againU 
mc^ on account of fome papers, fuppofed to have been printed in my 
office, without ftamps. Some remarkable circumftances, which attended 
this, may ferve to point out from whence it fpning : the papers in queftion > 
were not of a number of dates, at Mffgrent periods y as would have been 
the cafe, had the printing without ftamps been pradtifed in my office, but 
were eottfined to tbrfe dates^ regularly Jollqixilng each oiler » While the bull'- 
nefd Tvas pending, two perfons in a public room in Church-flreet, calling 
(«c night for the National Star fron\ a Newfman who ufed to ferve the 
houfc, obferved feveral papery without ftan^s in his parcel. This hap* 
pcned at the time when I ilept from home, as above ftated On hearing 
of it, I felt alarmed as if fon^e treachery had been pradIC d in my ab- 
fence; bit on enquiry, the two perfons who had broug t the paper from 
the Stamp-Office, and two more who had worked it at prefs, attended at 
feveral Magiftrates Offices to make oath that the whole of the publica- 
tion of the National Star, on the evening in qucdion, was printed off 
^Qm a parcel of paper paid for at the Stamp-Office, and brought from 
^nce s« duly ffamped. The Magiftrates, however, on hearing the 
teame of C^re^ ^nd liic, Nat nnml Star ^ thought proper, for what reafon 
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A convi£lion of the utter impropriety ot committing 
a body of men neither recognized nor fanftioned by law 
againft the Legitimate Power, followed fail upon the ar- • 
reft of Mr. Rowan. 

The Lawyers of the Society who had fandioned the 
Addiefs as fafe and legal, and the advifers and reputed 
author feh too much confounded and aihamed openly 
to acknowledge the dangerous fituation in which they had 
plunged the Volunteers and the Society. They fought 
to draw the attention of the men from hehtnd their 
counters^ from the unpleafing profpedt, by reminding 
them that the Volunteers had received the thanks of 
Parliament, and by affeding to brave the field, in threa- 
tening A dminiftration with profccution, in the fourth refo- 
h'.tion of the 23d of December.-— All this failed to excul- 
pate them from the charge of ignorance or rajh prejump- 
tion, Sound Lawyers, not of the Society, gave opinions 
decidedly againft them. The diffindion between the 
civic light of poffeffing arms, and that of affembling 
armed bodies in military array, as I have already ftated, 
became clearly underftood by the general difcuffion of fo 
important a queftion. In the latter cafe men difcovered 
that an Officious Magiftrate, under the proteftion of the- 
Riot A^^ might ftep into cam^e, and embrue his hands 
in the bipod of his fellow- citizens, however unjuftifiable 
fuch a ftep might be by reafon and humanity. Thus 
the Society of United Iriflimen loft its character in the 
firji injiance^ while the PARTY, whofe incapacity haddif- 
graced it, were unfortunately permitted to retain an influ- 
ence to bend it to the ground, under a load of additional 
infamy by their after proceedings. 

In confequence of tl\at unlucky addrefs, troubles mul- 
tiplied around me, and my profpe6ls were rapidly 
ovcrcaft. I difcovered that the Printer who volunteers 
for the people is an enemy to his own inter^ft: He may 
obtain applaufe while facrificing hinuelf, but muft look 

I know not, to refufe tendering the paths as required. On this hufinefs, I 
employed Counlellor Wbitejione with ^'^^. Arthur Meredyfb f^byfe^ as jwy 
agent. I alfo received an offer of attendant e from CouDfellor iVi*Nally, 
M-ho refuelled me to call on Him to fpeak of particulars I <fid fo, and 
not knowing hut his voluntarily applying to me, might he taken in two 
<iiffere.'t fenles, I thought it right to offer him a guinea as a' fraall compen- 
fatioB, which he declined accepting. I however, exprcffcd'myfenfe of 
h« condu<ft on that occafioii hy J)ublic thanks in the National Stat fome 
time after. 
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litrie beyond that; he will be well off, if he experience 
only Jimple abandonment when facrificed. Already many 
political prompter Sy who dapped me on the fhoulders, and 
whofe mouths were filled fome time before with the ex- 
preflions, " Public fulfcription — Public Jupport f — Pub-^ 
Ucfpirit /-—began privately to alter their tone, and to re- 
gret my want of prudent caution /• — They hinted their 
rears, that the raftinefs of >7ry />^«5 which they long had 
dreaded, would prove my deftruftion. Need I add thefe 
worthy men, who like rats^ feem to poflefs only the 
power of working holes in the bottom of the lucklefs 
bark into which they creep, began like thofe fagacious 
vermin^ when their work tvks dme^ to drop off fro in me, 
as from a (inking veffel, and I found the union fo much 
boafled of, liable, like a rope of fandy to be fcattered by 
^he firftblaft of wind, or diflblved by the firft fhower from 
the clouds of adverfity. 

I have already dated how much my bufinefs depended 
on my exertions. I now found hqjiv much it fuffered 
ty my abfence. The want of my perfonal vifitation among 
my ^advertifing friends was daily vifible in the decreafe erf" 
my adverrifemcnts, and the want of my fuperintendance 
was evident in the arrangeiiient of tlie paper. 

I cannot here avoid remarking on the aflertion which 
has been ajffiduoujiy propagated^ that I have brought ruinous 
rojecutionsonmyfelfy by the rajhnefs of my own pen. IT 
S WHOLLY FALSE, and has been invented mere- 
ly to take away the infamy of the bafe treatment which \ 
' have experienced from the very men who have involved 
me. A profecution has not been commenced a^inft me 
in any one inftance, for any matter of my own zvriting. — » 
Every line tl\at came from my pen, however bold it might 
appear to my friends, was-fufficiently guarded to fecure 
me from the ill confequcnce of any law proceedings* — • 
Indeed from the known charadter pf fome of the mea 
whom I have now to deal with, I havb wore reafon to. 
be guarded againft legal worryin^y thao in any of my 
writings which ever appeared before the Public. Means 
have been already taken to prevent the Bookfellers from 
felling this publication in their fhops. Some have been 
threatened that their being in bufinefs fhoyld not prevent 
their being treated as gentlemen. Others are to be attacked 
by profecution from the united Lawyers of the Society, by 
which dne Bookfeficr who had his name inferted by his own 
requeft as an intended publifher. in a thoufand hand- bills, 
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rnd had fent to purchafe paper as a partner in the feJe of it, 
was induced to decline havinjj any thing to do, with Co 
dangercus a publication. All this, howevev, will not 
prevent the publication, nor will it terrify n>c. The 
* guilty confcicnce needs no accufer, and ftarts at enquiry : 
fearlefs innccence demands it as the teft of its purity, , 

To the numerous, i-eaders of the National Evening 
Star, it will afford matter of refle&ion, when they know 
that at this period while I tottered on the point or a pre- 
cipice, my paft exertions for a great body of the people,, 
were produdtive of no exertion whate\'er in my favour. — 
It is certain that all the party who fo loudly httmfer — 
*' the Freedom of the Pr^-/jr"-reither do no| know, or 
do not care what that fentimcnt implies. I had devoted 
myfelf ftrenuoufly to the caufe of the nation and to the 
popular intereft in the City c'uring all the ftages of pro- 
fcription which gradually ihut out the Patriot Tandy froax 
Society. That popular intereft made no effort for me in 
return. Already abandonment ftared me in the fa^?. . Mf 
credit was utterly rumed by the public opinion of tjie 
dangerous tendency of the-Addrefs to the Volunteers, and 
while I was forced to abfent myfelf from my bufjnefs, I 
faw my eftablifliment melting away without a hope of 
retrieval. 

As the occafion on which I have previoujiy mentioned 
Mr. Tandy in thefe pages, may have rendered my 
meaning liable to mifconftruction, I beg leave to remark 
that I do not deem that worthy man blameable, but th& 
/)tfr^^ who brought his iiame forward in h paitial a man- 
ner in the Refolutions of the Society of Un.ted lri(h- 
men. As that refpe<Slab]^ chaiadier owes, his ruin to the 
fame Jet of men who have produced mines I (hall offer a 
few reflections upon the fubje6i. For thiity years Mr. 
Tandy had diftinguifhed hiiofelf by the copiiTtent proprie- 
ty of his condudj he tad oppofed with undeyiating 
firmnefs every attack upon thq rights of his fellow-citizens. 
If his politics were, for a length of time, Ideal and nar- 
roived to the confinement of corporation privileges, it 
ought to be remembered, that his modes; of thinking 
were formed at a period when the fpirit of civil^ and reli- 
glbus liberty' was ill underftood,— when perfecntion was 
eftabli/hed by law, and illiberality efteemed a virtue. — It 
is evident that his mind wa*: prevented from expanfion* 
more from the temper of the times, than from any want 
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of natural tapacity. * No fooner did that wcll-meahfng 
rnan behold the Catholic Caufe aflume the dignified form 
of national difcuHioh, than he frankly gave up tlie preju- 
<^ices of \}\s early' years. He extended his hand to his 
iinfortiinate countrymen, deceived them to his heart, 
nnd fuppoi ted them to the utnrtdft pf his power, at ths 
hazard of his intereft in the city. The trued teO: of his 
fincerity on that great queft ion will be found in the con- 
iideration of the high public character which he enjoyed 
previous to his geni^raliitng his politics, and of the popu • 
larity which he facrificed, by embracing the interefts of 
every clafs of Irithmen. His name, and that of public 
fpirit, were all over the nation confidered fynomoiis terms. 
He was firft honoured with remembrance m every focial 
circle arrtong the friends to public liberty. He had 
been fortunate enough to obtain jJublic confidence in 
feafons when the pernicious infatuation of leader Jbip was 
even ftill more prevalent iri the metropolis, than it is at 
prefent. More fedulous to liierlt the efteem of his fel- 
low-citizens by tenacious adherence, than prompt in re- 
flection, or biggoted to his own opinions, he was rather 
diftinguifhed for hoticftly perfcvering in what he deemed 
right and neceflary, than remarkable for originating mea- 
fures himfelf. Even while nloft looked up to and followed, 
he adled more from the counffels i)f others, than from his 
own.fentitilents; he was ncverthelefs flow to adopt an advice 
until he had reafohed hftnfelf into a convi6bion of its juftice* 
To this habit of being biafled by men d whcJfe know- 
ledge and talents he had a favourable opinion, he owes 
his prefent exile. Whde his political oppofition was li- 
mited to a corporation warfare, he obtained popularity, 
and owed his fafety to a co-opei-atioil with ratknal men 
from behind their counters. His oWn natural prudence 
then fuggefted caution, and his judgment more frequently 
di£tated his conduft. . When the Society of Unitei 
lri(hmen rofe, and his efforts were directed towards Ca- 
tholic Emancipation and Reform,' he unfortunately took . 
counfel of prtfumptuous law and was committed with 
undefined power. His plain and unafluming good fenfe, 
neither fuited nor accuftomed to the difquifition of ab- 
llradt politics or of intricate points of law, became wholly 
fubordinate to the mtentions of thofe with whom he 
a6ied. 
From that moment thePrudctit Tandy no longer appeared 

O 2 himfelf. 


k 

I 


( S6 ) 

himftJf. In the handsof a few ignorant and ui^>rinc'ip]ed 
Lawyers, and of two or three wrifing Doflors, who want- 
ing phyfical practice, were willing to prefcribci for the 
State, the reputation of firm difcretion, which a long life 
had obtained for him, was rapidly fquandered, and the 
public beheld with concern and indignation, that honed 
man rendered the vidim of imprudent and dangerous 
political .experiments* Thefe men whofe fottifh vanity 
rnd oflentation of public fpirit, are only to be equalled by 
their incapacity and want of honour, — ^and whofe eternal 
fyftem is to impel the weak againft the ftrong, hurried him 
into the fruitlefs and memorable fuit againft " John 
Fane"— the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland — and from ftep 
to ftep, from the diftiibution of — ^^ the JJdre/s to the 
Folunteers'' — to that of—" Common Senfe" — ^another 
dangerous publication which had their fandion, until 
he had no alternative left but to tear himfelf fr9m the 
country of his birth, and from his kindred and connec- 
tions, or to abide the ifliie of profecutions which might 
Involve his whole property, and plunge him in a prifon for 
perhaps the remainder of his days. 

Mr. Tandy's fate is a ftrikir^ example of the ruinous 
confequences of permitting the temerity of Law, or the 
Reveries of Phyfick, to fway a political aflbciation. 

It is the opinion of men acquainted with Mr. Tandy's 
natural and habitual circumfpedion, that he would be ftil| 
refident in Ireland, and as much the theme of popular 
applaufe as ever, had he not linked himfelf unfortunately 
Ivith the men who are now combined againft the Printer 
Carey. It may be faid that the particular charge from 
which he is fuppofed to have withdrawn himfelf, was en- 
tirely his own, but it is very well known that thefe wife 
and courageous parttfans latterly direfted all his meafures. 
It is known that befide the charge alluded to, he was on 
the point of ftanding his trial in Dundalk, for a fuppofed 
diftnbution of the paper publiftied under th^r fandiou, 
called « Common Scnfe^ *' for diftributing which, Mr. Patrick 
Byrne of Seaton, near that town, was fined in the lum Qiotu 
thcufand pounds^ and fentenced to a confinement of one year. 
Mr. Tandy had alfo to fland his trial on a charge of diftri- 
buting the Addrefs of the Society of United Iriftimen to the 
Volunteers. 

WithrefpecSl to the publication called "Common Senfe " 
•—the perfons who had advifed its publication in tiie Society 
of United Iriflimen, were no way affeaed with the fate of 
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Mr. Byrne of Se&ton . They neither interfered to &pport 
him^under profecutkHi) nor cpntrft^uted to pay his fine- 
Ahhough the circumftances vibkh had involved him ori- 
ginated with tliem, and were wholly without his intention 
or (concurrence. Mr. Byrne h^d feat an order up to a 
♦Printer, a member of the Society of United Iri(hmen, to 
reprint in a flying (heet a tlioufand copies of one or two 
letters by Mr. Todd Jones, which had appeared in the 
National Evening Star : at the fame time, he reque/led to 
have any new political publications enclofed to him in the 
parcel, when it ihould be forwarded to him, by the Dun- 
dalk Stage. It had be^i recommended to this Printer, as 
his duty in common with every other of its members, to 
tliAribtxte the publications of the Society. When the parcel 
was ready, among other m^jtfeers he, from a belief that the 
lawyers of the Society would not have permitted the publi- 
cation of any paper liable to a dangerous con{hxi6^ion, en- 
clofed a nuni)er of copies of f" Common Senfe " to Mr.. 
Byme« Previous to Mr. Byrne's trial, that gentlemen wrote 
to the Printer, who had been imde the unintentional inftru- 
naent of involving him, requcfting him to ftate thefe circum- 
ftances in writing to him, to ferve as an extenuation of the 
charge againil him before the court. TIt« Printer was 
willing to comply, but by the advice of counfel, was pre- 
vented from doing fo, it being their opinion that any fuch 
oSt on his part, would ,only tend to involve himfelf, with- 
out ferving Mr. Bynie, as although it might prove that 
the paper called — '' Common Senfe " — ^had been fnt to 
him without his order; yet the a6t of diftributing it which 
conftituted the offence, remained in full force. Fortu- 
nately Mr. Byrne's property enabled him to difcharge the 
fine, which would have proved the ruin of many others in 
confined circumftances. What he fuffered., threw. an 
odium upon the charader of the Society, and ferved as a 
warning to the country of the little fupport which could be 
expected firom it. It thus grew to lofe its powers of in- 
fluencing public (pinion, as it began to be deemed a fource 
of danger to unfijfpe6ting men, rather than a fource of 
benefit to the community. While this unfavourable opi* 
nion diflfufed itfelf thro^igh the public mind, a number of 
Valuable men, refpeftable for their property, and diftin- 
gui(hedfpr their found fenfeand i^eady judgment, gradually 
ceafed to attend the meetings of the Society. 

* W. P. Carey 

f Thefe copies were received at a imceting of the Society of Ujoited 
Iiiibmen and printed hy it in a hiJRdSilh * . . 
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To return to tny own affairs — ^feeing no hope of extri- 
cation, and being forced to keep out of the way from my 
bixTmefs, I was neceffitated to fell the National Evening 
Star and its property, undeV* every difad vantage. In doin^ 
which I prefered to difpofe of it on a part credit to a per- 
fon whol had reafon to fuppofe devoted to the public caufe, 
rather than to deal for ready money with a man of oppofite 
principles, who was in treaty with me. Unfortunately for 
me, at the clofing of the agreement, the perfon to whom 
I fold, informed me of his incapacity of, juft then, ad- 
vancing any part of the payment, through fome diftppoint- 
inents which he had not fo»*efeen, and 1 was perfuaded ta 
take his notes for the whole at 6i days, 3, 6, and 9 
months payment^ 

Thus was I forced from an eftablifhment whi^h would 
have afforded me a refpe(5>able permanence for life, had I 
not facrificed my own intereft to that .of the public. For 
that fituation even my enemies are neceffitated to Acknow- 
ledge I was peculiarly fitted. As a native of Dublin, my 
connexions would have afforded a lucrative patronage in the? 
advertifmg line, which they did, until! my wholly devot- 
ing the paper to the popular queftioris of emancipation and 
rerorm, leffened the number of my friends and created me 
a hod of enemies. After the public judgment had fo de- 
cidely adopted the National Star as its favourite, Vvhile 
Aipported only by my own writings, I may without any 
charge of vanity, be allowed to lay, that my pen was 
capable of fupporiing it free of any expence foi literary aid* 
I have already mentioned the various departments which 
occupied my attention, as proofs how feverely I fuffered in 
being compelled from my fituation. I had juft then fuc- 
ceeded in reducing the expenditure in Journeymen's wages 
&c. from between 9/. or 10/. weekly to a medium between 
3 or 4/. I had alfo an immediate profpe^l of making a 
ftill further reduction.— I had taken feven apprentices to the 
bufinefs, and I had an offer from a perfon of the name of 
Beil, who had ferved four years to the trade and was ac- 
quainted with the makirg up of a News-paper, to a^ft as 
Foreman for me, at the low rate of three crowns per week 
for the remainder of his time. Another young man who 
had alfo ferved three years on a country Newsrpaper, and 
is now employed on the lyioming Star, was willing tobind 
himfejf to me for the remainder of his time at three half 
crov>:ns per week. — Tt^efe two with my own boys, who 
were day apprentices, could have printed the Paper for me, 
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xinder my own fupenntendance, at ah expence fo low, that 
I would not only liave had it in my power to make good 
all my engagements in a ihort time, but would have ac • 
quiied funds to extend my views in bafinefs, and to af- 
fure myfelf of a handfome independance by my induftry 
for the remainder of my days. 

Few (ituations can be conceived more mortifying than 
that which I experienced after my retreat from the politi- 
cal field. Although it was the opinion of all, my friends, 
that I fliould be compelled in the end to quit Ireland, yet 
willing to fulfill my engagements as far as in my power, I 
had all thofe to whom 1 was indebted, called to a meeting 
to give up all I was poflefled of to them. Mr. E. C, 
Keane a refpedable attorney attended this meeting, 
with Mr. C. Mathews, both members of the JiPoeiety . 
of United Irifhmen. 'fo each of thefe perfons I owe 
my thanks for the intereft which they have ever ma- 
pifefted in my affairs: The former no fooner heard that I 
was debarred from appearing abroad, than he called on mc, 
to exprefs his concern for the unfortunate dilemma in 
which I was involved, and rcquefted in the kindeft manner 
that I would command his profeffional fer vices as a friend, 
whenever I might have oecafion. His friendly conduct to 
jnejn many inftances, his known integerity, and honour, 
and his fpirited and laudable behaviour on the night when 
the exoneration of my bail was moved, exculpate him from 
any fhare of the'cenfur^due to the report of the Commitee 
of Three. iViy acquaintance with Mr. Mathews, was oc- 
caftpned by the imprelfion ma e on him, by his reading the 
letters which I wrote in my own paper, under the iigna- 
ture of ^'^ Junius Hibermcus " — -vVhat moft particularly 
Aruck him will be found in the following extracSt f iOm one 
of the letters addreffed to the Right Honourable Henry 
G RAT TAN, entreating his co-opera»ion in Parliament, with 
the other friends of tlie Catliblic Petition, at a time when 
that diflinguiflied Senator had not yet openly ftood forward 
ia behalf of the Catholic Claims. 

Extras — '^ There was a day, when your name wa§ a fure 
omen of fuccefs to the popular fide, which you embf-aced : 
—when every queftion v»/hich you fupportcd, was carried in 
defpite'of the oppofing phalanx of corruption, while your 
reputation growing vi^ith the profperity of the nation, ieemed 
firm as the ftable foundations of the Ifland, whole caul'e 
you efpoUfed. 
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We regret ^thc prefcnt incfficacy of your doquence. — 
Wc are not at a lofs in accounting for its caufe. Wfe re- 
cnlle6t your parliamentary importance at the period whiclx 
tffecled our free trade and Icgidativc kxiependeDce. — 
How (hiking the contrail with your late frultleft attempts 
wpcn theciiadelof the Police, and the other yrell known 
c^bjefts which ix>w ieem boundaries to your political pur- 
fuits ! Can vve ever forget our hopes, our emotions at the 
former memorable era ? — At that day, the only day when 
Ireland was capable of ftriking a decifive bkw againfl the 
prevailing Englifh intereft, — How glorious were oor prof- 
p€£ls ! Iriihmen were not then adiamed to be uiuteid. — 
Superftition and prejudice after a reign of fo many agcs^ 
kerned to have loft their power of injuring us : Thofc 
many heeded Hydras of calamity, after having (6 Ibcceis- 
fully fomented difcord among our ill-fated fore-£ithers^ 
and fo cruelly extinguiihed the tendered afiedions of hu* 
manity> at length ilumbered at the feet of Publk Spirit. — 
The diftincElions of Proteftaiu and Catholic were forgot- 
ten. We beheld thofe* two bodies fo Itmg diilevered by 
the (hameiefs policy of their mutual opprci?brs, crowding 
with generous emulation to the National Standard.-^ 
The Proteftant ieeliag his own weaknefs^ let me add^ 
fbftened by the enlightened fpirit of the times, extended 
his hand in friendfhip to his Catholic Brethren. The 
CatholiCy accuAomed to infult^ to humiliation, to oppref- 
fion, heard with joy anddoubt^ the chearing founds of — 
*^ EQUAL FATE and EQUAL FRELDOM ;'* 
-^in thehoneftfimplicity of his heart, he relied on the 
c(]uivoc<)l declaration: he ceafcd to weep over the wounds 
c I his country J over ihofe of his degraded community. — 
Cira^eful for the temporary recogrution of 1ms equality, 
w aimed b^ a hope of liberal emancipation, he forgave, 
he forgot, at once, liis long fufferings, and armed with 
alacrity iu ycur caufe. '1 he banner of freedom was dif- 
p aycd J tliatlacred banner under which tlie Irilh Vdun- 
iccis leiblved lo periili, or to obtain a free Conftitution, 
*iHic country echced vcith the glorious founds— of .'^Deaih 
or Liberty.** 

Tlie Iword was drawn, not b> a band of foreign mer- 
ccnarics— of military plunderers, ailiirft for the " bloody 
fj.oils of lawlcfs invaiion — ^it was drawn by the ailembled 
youth of Ireland— a holl of intrepid patriots, ccmcured 
by the de-JLicil tics of friendlliip and confanguinity, Jn 

that 
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^that day of National glory you aj!)peared in the facrcd 
uniform of a citizen foldier, ourmoft diftinguiftied leader. 
We beheld you go forth to the warfare' of honour, like 
another David, — powerful in your own eloquence, but 
infinitely more terrible to your enemies, in the ftrength 
cf Ireland. Armed with the thunders of the people, you 
fliook and overturned the altars of corruption in the Se- 
nate. Our oppreflors no longer viewed you as the Repre- 
fentative of anobfcure Borough; — they trembled before 
you as in the prefence of the organ of a powerful nation. 
— rYou triumphed, while the Catholic and Prcteftant 
Patriots flood at your back, feccndfng the torrent of 
your eloquence with the energetic refolves of United Mil- 
lions. ' 
' I have not forgot that in that day, my Catholic Kin- 
, dred and my friends flood with you, aiding your ftrug^es 
^ for the benefits of a free conftitution, which, if obtained, 
they were defigned to be excluded trom : Young as I then 
was, my heart joined you. I exulted in the martiaj en- 
thufiafm of my country. — The dawn of freedom appear- 
ed welcome to me, as light to one in darknefs ; a$ the 
breath of Heaven to one fufFocating in a dungeon — it ri- 
pened my faculties to an early maturity, and infufed into 
my boyijh breafl, the principles, jhe energy, and the foul 
of a - man. 

Conflrained,to addrefs you through the medium of a 
free prefs, I am forced to fuit my languagfe to the little 
prejudices of party, and to the peculiar circumflances 
of the timts. Alas, when the flile of honeft truth is 
deemed libellous and criminal^ it becomes neceflary to fink 
the firm refolves of the mind into humble intreaty, and 
to appeal to the feelings as well as to the rcafon of our op-, 
preflbrs', You may judge what were the fentiments of 
others at that memorable crifis, when you fliallhear what 
were mine. — Born a Catholic, tny flavery commenced 
with my exiftence. The firft founds which I heard were 
tiiingled with the complaints of the unfortunate commu- 
nity of which I was a member ; even the early period o£ 
my infancy was. not free from the evil confequences of op- 
preflion. Before I could be fenfible of my degradation, 
the powers of iny mind were limited by th? rigours of a 

P - literary 


( <» ) 

literary profcriptlon : forbad the benefits of a fibcnf 
education, it became n^eJTjry that I Ihould drink bj 
Jle^llh of the fountain of learnjng, over which the iti/armiitjr 
Wolfthiriled for the fpoils of profecution. ThefKogreni 
of mjr childhood ledtoa fenfe of my condition : the expan- 
fion of my reafon confirmed me in the knowledge ot my 
hereditary misfortunes. I beheld ^vemment, origiDall^ 
deligned to rcftrain man frpm oppreHing his fellow, hei% 
'perverted to the purpofes of legal opprefiion : by it I 
IhouM be puniOied, only for doing wiong : by it I felt mC- 
failcd by a fylleni ofinjury, and liable to bepuniOted for 
the exerc'ife of my right. Imagincthen what mull be my 
ideas, when I heard the voice ot ihenationexprcffive ofbul 

. wf femiment— " EQUAL FATE AND EQIJaL FREE- 
DOM!" When I faw the means of fieedom in your hands, 

. I fondly flittered myfelf that they were employed for that • 
end Sanguine in fo glorious a caufe, which had almoft 
become a viral principle of nw exigence, n^ hopes incef- 
f<intly reprefenied to mc that faial Hydra, Che Englilh influ- 
ence, prollrate at yot>r feci. — When oar patriots talked of 
independence, I faw no obftacle to their obtaining it.. A 
REFORM in parliament might then have been effeSed, 
for it wa* the teijb ^fthe people., and it has been with tiath 
declared that a peufili to be free, have only to wilh to be fo. 
Had then* Uaderi been h earnffi, the Englijb influmce 
would have been dellroyed, you would ftill hold your poli- 
tical confequence, and your eountry would be frec.^ 
If thefe glorious profpeSs were foon marred, the caufe is 
• DO fecret. The evil gemus of Iriland fpoke through the lips 
of an illihefal nobleman who had obtained to lead the popular 
opinions more by "ppofing Government, than by any fer- 
viee performed for hii country. From that moment public 
fpirit which before felt the ifland too narrow to contain it, 
was finick with a fatal pally : it (hrunk a prlfoner into the 
dart and miferable recefs of his prejudiced mind. The into- 
lerance of on.'-f- unfortunate man proved deQrudive to the 
iniercfis of millions. 


• Thit letter iris pubiifh-dintheNationdEveDingSur, Febrnarrgtl* 
ViA I8th, 1791; it pruve* I have ever been an nrnj to the /cnuiwuu- 
/ulMUnat Lrti^r/l.t,. andafrrend toth* righisor the Pc^k. 

t Htr« ftccuit 1 r-rcil.ie example of the evil rffciSi of the fpirit 'X 
Lti^'rjif. li i^-ii-i^riv-Jie uniformity of my frntlnientlQB the fub- 
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It mmedia^ciy appeared th^t thefranaers ofoiir intended 
•conflitution had contrafied their views from the broad and per- 
manem feafis of national freedom, to the narrow fcale of un- 
feeling party. They anfwered to the poet's defcription of meii. 
** fVho call it freedom when themfelves are free*^ — they were^ 
willing to fhajkk vfe of the people as far as might be necef 
fary to weaken the government, in 9rder toflrengthen that' 
ariflofracy which they compofed. Their conftitution was to 
be a conftitution of monopoly and of exdufivc privilege. It 

jc<ft. Uc muft be deemed a mail archite<ft who would attempt to invert 
tbf ot4er of the Pyram'.dy by feelcing to build it from ibi point uptvards to' 
the Polygon* Yet fuch is the condu^ of thoft^ who would make afCociated 
bod'ies build upoo the talent, the f ank or the integrity of Ibme one Po- 
litical Leader, to whp.m they are to furrender their powers of thinking, 
-fpeakingj and ading. Such a man, if he unite ability and integrity, 
may fcrv^the PubKc, but being liable to err, the people who are accuf- 
tomcd to admire his opinions, as implicitly follow his errors as his virtues, 
anvParc themfelves the fufferers The confequcpce of this abfurdj)rcjudicc 
is, that men, fo influenced, dp not j,udgeby the ititrinftc merits or deme- 
rits of what is faidor done, but enquire — *ivho faid it-r-^or %ulo did it ? 
and fagacioufly dcc'de according y. ^ A whimfical inflance of this mode of 
judg ng occurred in the Gallery oi the Houfe of Coo.uxl.qq$, fkiritjug^ 
ikit debates on the Catholic BiilTr^a well known refpex^abjle citizen caitto 
in, at a tlme^ when the captivating eloquence of Colonel Htttfhinfon com- 
tnanded a ftifjipaufeAf attention in the Houfe. After liitenjlQg ji few mi- 
nutes with ^parent pleafurc, Jic enquired eagerly what was the Gcntie- 
inap*« name who was fpeakingr— fomc one near him, either through inif- 
takcordefign, anfwered, " iVir. O^/*? " Upon thlstjic enquirer's coun- 
tenance changed inftantly to an exprcflion of the Jtrongtft difgujf^ after an 
.exclamation too coarfe for repeti|tion, he cried — ** Ay,r~Ay, — ^fpeak away, 
wit|i the D 1 at your elbow ! Wc need not be aftonilhed at hear- 
ing of Break'tt'daymen and Defenders^ cutting cach others throats, when ^ 
the like of jpu are in Parliament — from fuch members of Parliament 
the Lord deliver usli!'* — After this he paid no mjorc attention to the 
Speaker, but gx>t into difcourfe with a perfon next him, lamenting the utter 
^ant of difcemment hianifeiled by the people in the chric* of men to repre- 
sent them in Parliament. This honeft man, neverthelefs does not want 
for fenfe, and h;a8 many good qualities, which command the eileem of 
his ;i cquainf ance. He is a United Irifhman, aild w^s one of thofe who 
promifed liie to Tupport the motion for the exoneration of my bail, be- 
caufe he faid — ^** bethought Vibut bonef, that the Society fliould do that 
at leaft for me, as it had occalioned my arreft ;" but meeting him after 
the ilTue of thiit night, I perceived his opinion changed — ^ujtoD which I. 
reminded him of his owb exprcfiions — he anfwered me with fome «em- 
barraiTment — • Why my dear Sir — I — I — I certainly did, fay, that i , 
thought the Society ihould in honefty, pay your h^LW-xand-^ould tbini /• 
fiill^ but I find that is not the Honourable Simon Butler's opinion.*'— 
The great ilrels diis Worthy man laid on the word Honourable, rendered 
any reply unneccffary. This man I do Hot blaihe^ "bnt his Prompter. 

was 
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was apparently todeftroy that Engllfli influence on which it 
fecretly leaned for fupport : like the Daitifli Tyrant com- 
manding the fea — " Thus far (hall thou go— -and no fur- 
ther" — it was to fix boundaries to the liberty which the Al- 
mighty had prefcribed as the indefeafible birthright of man. 

At a period fo (hortly preceding the abolition of primoge- 
niture in France, it fought to eftablilh an iniquitous primoge- 
niture in fociety, bv which the majority of the people 
were to be robbed of their inheritable fhare in the power 
fSLTid honours of the (late. Thus our cities were ftillto be 
fplit into oppofite interefts— arifmg from the fhameful ty- 
ranny of corporation ariftocrates, ^nd the independence of 
Ireland was ftili to be facrlficed at the feel of the Britifh 
Minifter. The little confpiracy for partial liberty, faired, 
ever reflcaing difgrace on men who were willing to apply 
a cure to their own complaints, yet were refolved to k^ep 
the wounds of their Catholic' Brethren open, bleeding 
without a remedy." — See National Evening Star, Feb. i 792. 
It appears, that reading the above, made a ftrong im- 
preffion on Mr. Mathews, who I am informed is a defcendant 
of Ozven Roe M'Mahon, a name rendered memorable by his 
n^isfortunes, being with other of Mr. Mathews's paternal and 
maternal anceftors defpoiled of the family property, ^nd of 
their lives by the fword of perfecution, at a period fataf to foch 
a number of the unfortunate Irilh Catholics. Mr. Mathews 
himfelfwhenaboy,in common wit bother children of thefatne 
pcrfuafion, was prevented by the prohibition of the Iaixs 
from finifhingthat education, for which a good heart and 
ftrong natural fenfe peculiarly fit t €4 him, I have often heard 
him dwell with much feeling on th^ circumftance of him. 
felf and his fchool-fellows, following their unfortunate 
Schoolmafter m melancholy proceffion through t^ie ftreeis 
* of Dublin to prifon, to which- he was dragged from hfs 
fchool for the heinous crime of teaching Catholic children 
to read and write, being himfelf of that Communion. He 
remembers the days when the unhappy objeds of perfecu- 
tion >yere gladto affemble by ftealth, at the firft dawn .of 
twilight, to attend the fecrct celebration of divine fervice 
in old houfes, ftables, and wafte grounds. It was common 
then to hear on a Sunday and holiday, of dreadful acci- 
dents owing to the fall of houfes and breaking down of /oft9 
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by the crowd gathered on theleoccafions. He recoIIeSs the ' 
names of fix or fevcn Clergymen, who in thofe unfortunate 
time?, were confined in Newgate among common felons, 
for excrcifing their facrcd fundion, under the cd^e of the 
penal ftatutes. After having fecn the better part of a life of 
integrity and unfullied reputation pafs away in this ftate of 
deplQiable oppreflion, he at length witntfTed that fortunate 
Era, of which the. above extraa from JUNIUS HIBER- 
NICUS fpeaks. He heard with aflonifhment the found of 
— " EQUAL FATE AND EQUAL FRP:ED0\4*'— 
He beheld the National Banner unfurled, and frifhmen 
crowding without diftin^ion to that glorious iiandard !— 
What a noble fource of gratification to an honeft heart ? 
Wha;t a happy change from the ftate of humiliation which / 
he had experienced a few yeacs before, when his houfe was 
entered and himfelf infulied by a bad hearted neighbour, 
under the pretence of fcarching for concealed arms. He fa vr 
the meek and reverend charafter of the Priefthood emerge 
fiom precarious obfcurity into light and fafety. The cele- 
bration of the Mafsceafed to be a ferviceof danger. The 
odious diftinSion of Papijf, and the reprobation of Popery^ 
were loft in the fraternal name of Injhmaft and the univer- 
fal cry of freedom. The great body of the people no lon- 
ger debarred the ufe of arms, haftened to form a part of 
that memorable army of citizens', which firft raifed Ire- 
land from the condition of an obfcure and pillaged province, 
to the rank of an independent nation.* The Catholic, 
with th: military habit, acquired the countenance — ihe de- 
cifion of a man, and the fpirit of a foldier. * He fur- 
veyed the fair cnclofure of the Conflitution as a pr^mipd • 

* " Is there an honeft Irifliman who will not ever remember, with 
exultation, that aeraof National Triumph, when Ireland, glorying in the^ ' 
fullnefs of her ilrength, and terrible in the Union of her Aiillions, de- 
manded her right ! All was granted which her placable gencrofity was fa- 
tisfied to demand, in that hour fo fplcodid to her, and fo humiliating to 
her oppreflbrs.** 

<* The preceding remark may be faid to have been already the fubjeft 
of repetition. Can a truth be too often repeated which ought never to 
be forgotten ? The conviiftion of the National ftreno;th will invigorate ^ 
the National Councils. The decided fiiccefc of the National Union, at ' 

that aufpicious period, AouJd prove the deftrudion of the National f reju- 
dicc at this." — ExtraB from ihc ProfptBuf of the National Siar, Aug. 1 79 1. 
It ihews tliat my opinions have ev:r been uniform on thisfubjc^. 
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hnd, which Heaven had ordained i\\n\ to enter. . From that 
moment tl^c wilTi of freedom flowly diffufed itfelf among 
the people, and the eye of the dhilolbpher looking forward 
throupih the progrefs of years, tor efaw whenever that wilh 
fhould become 'general,— the great work of Emancipation 
muft be compieated. ' 

Irilhmen will pardon my dwelling on this period, which 
will ever forma (hining epoch in tl;ie annals of their coun- 
try. To this period I have ever been fond to recur, and 
while I contemplate it with pleafure, it enables nie to lool^ 
forward with hope that Reform, which is the laudable ob- 
eSt of purfuit, will be obtained, as Jrijb Independence an<l 
Catholic E^'^ncipation have been, in the bofom of peace, 
by the corrmon and honourabtie confent of the King, the 
Senate,' and the People. 

Mr. Mathews early availed himfelf of the liberty of 
appearing in arms. 1 have been told he was one of the firft 
Catholics in this city who joined the Independent Dublin 
Volunteers. Men who are acquainted with the hurnan. 
mind, will judge that tlie charaQer was not lefs dear tp. him 
for its novelty. After having borne arms fourteen yearsj^ 
it isdill a fource of laudable pride and pleafure to Wis ho- 
ned heart. The citizens who flood up in defence of their 
country, with juftice, attach to their military uniform a 
portion of the glpry acquired by that grand and populaf 
movement. 1 may with truth ^ver, that at prefenf, when 
Mr. Mathews irt the little circle of his frifsnds and family, 
puts on the drefsof the Corps to which he belongs, he re- 
ceives an additional flow qf fpirits, and ftems tQ pnjoy a 
happy renewal of his years. * ^ * 

The letters which I wrote under the fignature of Junius 
Hibernicus, particularly that from which the above extraft 
is made, fo forcibly recalled to^ the methory of this worthy 
man, the fcenes of perfecution which he himfelf had witr 
nefled, asto occafion hisfirfl: vifit to me. He told me he 
wifhed to be acquainted with me as the Proprietor of a paper 
which had fo warmly taken upthecaufe of the People.-— 
He informed me, that when reading that letter he fhed 
tears, on recoHe6iing the times which it fo faiThtuIly paint- 
ed. There are occafions which more than repay a writer 
for the fatigues of ftudy. This was^onc of thofe delightful 
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rftoments to me ; it offered to me the tribute of an lioneft 
hafure, which is ever the more precious 9fi we know it to 
be fincere. Among fach men my public condud hat ever 
procured me numerous friends, ft is to this refpedable 
5:Iafs I addrefs my Appeal. Plain and fenfiWe men, whofe 
hearts are neither chilled by literary pride, nor tainted by //- 
ierary jealoufyy have never deemed it a diminution of their oztm 
ctn/equence to acknowtedge the humble merits of a well-mean- 
ing Printer. Unbiaffed and unacquainted 'with the crooked 
, fubtleties of the law, their lives are a praSice of integrity ; 
and they are ever Open to the convi£tions of rcafon* They 
Kehold m thefe pages a feries of mifconduft by which half 
a dozen weak and un'^rincipled individuals, have palfied the 
public energies, and prcjirated the public caufe.'-^'Vhzx part 
of the United Irifhmen which \ efteem, the honeftmen 
frbm behind their counters will Mufli at the retrofpc^fil— * 
they will open their eyes, to the ill confequences of blindly 
following the opinions of ambitious and incotdijtent leaders^ 
who make ufe of the people merely as ftep-Iadders for 
their own exaltation. The moment they do fo, the col- 
ledive'mihd of the Society will recover its tone. It will 
ceafe to.be guided by a narrow and angry principle of LITI- 
G ATTOiT, becaufe /// attempts in that way have been ever in- 
jurious Xoitf elf ^ and becaufe // // rot by litigation, but by 
CONCILCATION,^ that the great %ids of moderate men cgn 
be brought to vtiiVTl. in feeki^ig reform. It will exchange 
the oUcure inflation of metaphyfical folemnity, and the im- 
pradicabld . threats of Lawyers, for the m6re moderate 
and efficacious language of deinonftrative reafon— becaufe 
a mopient's confideration muft convince refleSing men, 
that almoft every' paper which has been impofed upon the Soci- 
ety by its LEADERS, has only tended to thin its m^eiings-^ 
to diveji it of public confidence and of a chara^er of inte- 
grity, to cafi a colour' of fufpicion upon its vijws, and by a fa- 
tal perverft on of its obje^, to afford frefb pretexts for fet- 
tering the powers of' the People^ and abridging the fhare of 
liberty which they before enjoyed. 

Previous to my feeing Mr. Mathews, I had heard of 

him as a man warmly attached to the Public Calife. He 

had conduced himfelf with unfuHied integrity through 

maiiy fevere viciflitudes of fortune in a very extenfive line 
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rf bti(iDeis> as a Diftiller. His refpedaUe charader made 
ire pleafed with his acquaintance. He appeared to me one 
€»f thofe men who have more claims upon our efleem from 
internal worth, than cxtrinfic fhew, or (ludied profefllons.— 
I found him full of the recglledions of a long life, new and 
interelHng to me. He was intimately acquainted with the 
gradual advancement of the Catholic interefts^from his hav- 
ing adedin the General Committee of the Iriili Cathoiics^ 
»sone of the Deputies from the Parifh in which he lives.-— 
,In that (lation he appeared for nine years, the colleague of 
KEOGH, whofe courage and talents firft gave the impulfe 
of freedom to three millions of Irifhmen, and who originat- 
ed the bold meafure of overturning the Ariftocracy of. the 
General Committee. ToMr. Mathews I am indebted for 
fom^ authentic anecdotes of this extraordinary man, which 
liave been of fervice to me in the hiftorical account of the 
firft inftitution and, proceedings of the Catholic Committee^ 
down tothediflblutionof the Convention, a work which 1 
liave for fbme time been arranging for publication. 

I have been induced to pay a tribute to the charafler of 
Mr. Mathews, becai^fe of the high fenfc I have of his lau- 
dable conduS to me— becaufe of the refpeS which he is 
deferving of, and in order more fully to expofe the realcha- 
vailer of the Cabal who oppofed the exoneration of fo 
worthy a man from the payment of a fum which 'he has 
inpurred. by bailing me, when arreted for publiftiing the 
Addrefs of the Society to the Volunteers; Above all I 
f»ave in view to imprefs upon the hm''Jl men from behind their 
emnterfj the neceflity of vindicating themfelves by coming 
forward and pafling a refolution in the Society to difcharge^ 
the fum of tzvo hundred pounds , in which Mr. Mathews and. 
Surgeon Wright are bound for my appearance to take my 
trial for publishing the Addrefs to the Volunteers. 

I am aware that there is a defcription of men, in and 
mt of the Society of United Iriftimen, which will feel 
hurt at my dwelling on the merits of a plain honejl man 
§fbufmefs. , The eyes of this clafs' are continually lifted up 
for tf/^j/<'J fubjeSs of eulogium. They appear willing to 
endow, perfons of high birtn and fuperior poffeffions, with a 
fort of moral/tnviol ability^ as if they can do no ill. With 
fuch men, courage, talents, integrity, and public fpirit, 
arc only virtuous or eflimabte, according to the rank in 

which 
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which they appear. If they are never /Ir/? to difcovcr the 
merits of adcferving man, and are often ready to depreciate 
him, they make amends by bemg never foremoft to extol 
Mny name alresdy popular. They are willing to be (low as a 
gift of their own creation, every great and fhining quality 
upon any man who can claim the name of an Independent 
Gentleman, or even to fancy them in any infignifitant per- 
fon, who can boaft of a drop of noble blood in his veins. 
Having once obtruded their Idol on the altar of public opini- 
on—they divert him of every human frailty, and from 
that hour he pofleffes the political fcience of a Machiavel 
—the .valorous renown of a hero of romance, and the 
difinterefted virtue of a Roman Patriot, After this the 
faith of the nation in their or^cU muft be Catholic, and the 
heretic who dares to queftion his infallibility'^x^ an enemy 
to the public caufe, and unworthy of public eftimttion. 
Mean while thefe/><7////Vtf/ idolaters zre blind *to that warm, 
but unaffuming public fpirit, that honeft firmnefs of foul, 
-which, in men like .Mathezuf, dignifies the more ufeful, 
but lefs glaring vrzlksot Society. 

I here fliall, for a while, quit that worthy man. I 
havenotvifitedhim fince the cvenijig, after Mr. J. Shcares'g 
motionformy expulfion was carried : my reafon being, that 
any intimacy between him and me, would not tend to 
obtain him the friendfhip of the leaders of the Society, upon 
-wfaofe precarious will, he mtift now depend, for the pay - 
ment of the fum in which he is bound, by their aft, foi' 
xny ftanding my trial. 

Few fituations can be imagined mor^ vnpleafant than 
that in which I ^as plunged, after I had loft my eftablifti- 
ment. • The perfons to whom I was under engagements in 
bufmefs were all willing hut one, to accept the fettlement 
I propofed, namely, that of giving up to them the whole 
of the notes which I received for the newfpaper, and a 
confiderable furn^ due to me, being all I poflefled. The 
perfoni who then, and fmce, has obftiftately refufed to 
come to terms, was influenced by an opiriioD, that the 
party to which I had been fo zealoufly devoted, and by 
which I had fuflFered, would have come forward to repay 
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mc, by a compenf^tion worthy of my acceptance, Thii 
opinion^ which was at that time prevalent, was founded on 
fomething more ihan a furmife. A principal aflive cha- 
Tz&er, whofe influence is equal to his talents^ and whofe 
talents have been fo fuccefsfully exerted for a great body 
of the people, declared to one of the perfons, who fmcc 
became my bail, that he did intend to exert his intereft to 
obtain mc an honourable* compenfation for the injuries I 
hadfuffered. Of thiscircumftance, I was informed^ in the 
prcfence of Mr. Mathews. I likewife received, an af- 
furance from a citizen of known probity and of high re- 
\ fpe6lable charader, in a pubfic body^ that he would alfo 

exert his intereft to extricate me from the difficulties in 
which I was plunged. I feveral times met this gentleman 
to advifeon the mode of ferving me. The matter was fo 
far in confideration,. that it was propofed to me, if I could 
frjl procure any fettlement from my creditors^ a defign 
would be after executed,, to reinftate me in- bufinefs. 
This propofal was, hoy^'ever,. defeated by the pcrfon alrea- 
dy alluded to, ftillrefufing to come to any terms, fuchas 
my fituation allowed. On this, the difficulties in which L 
was involved, were affigned as reafons of all interference 
being declined' by the gentlemenof whom Ifpeak, in whofe 
power it was to influence the great party of the people, to 
whofe caufe I had fo uniformly devoted the National 
Evening Star.— -Thus the bufinefs fell to the ground,— 4 
mention this on two accounts ; the one becaufe 1 think it 
fair to point out every circumftance to future printers 
which may warn them how far a reliance can be placed 
upon thefupport of popular bodies ; the other, becaufe I 
have heard it aflerted, that • on the occafion of which. I ] 
fpeak, the bufinefs took a diflFerent turn^ and concluded 
wholly in my favour. ^ 

At that time fome of my immediate conneSions who. 
had all along warned me of the confequences of relying on 
the leaders of the popular party, pointed out to me the ] 
neceffity of doing fomething to extricate myfelf from the I 
imminent fituation in wbich I was plunged. They declared ' 
it was their opinion that if I remained (llent and inaSivc \ 
myfelf, there who might be expeSed to exc't themfelves | 
for me, would rtmsi'w ftlent and ina^ive alfo. It appeared. 
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to thein that I ought to write to fomc one or other ofthofc 
who poffeffed an influence in the Society of Unitrd Irijbmert, 
whichhadinvolvedme in difficulties, and witnefled the tenor 
of my public condH^. Xhey helped that men who knew the 
value of a FreePrefs, and who profeflld fomuch^^eal for the 
Public Intexcft, would perceive the ill confequence of permit- 
ting afrinter to be ruined by devoting fcimfelf to the public 
caufe. What made them more urgent was their knowledge 
that the public were interefted in.£ny fituadon, as my condu6t 
and principles had been fortunate^aough to Qbtain the gene- 
ral approbation, this induced ;ny immediate fri^ids to think a 
' monient ought not to be loflr— tKe «iattci* needed but the 
interference of one or t>vo honeft rnen pf i^fljuepce. to ejir 
fure its fuccefs. 

It was obferved to me, that i^i a cafe like miiie, the 
Printer is honoured by having deferved to become the ob- 
jeS of public proteQion. He doe? not ftand in the light 
of a man receiving aid on aceount oiunjorefeen mufprtunes : 
— fuch as a citizen hy fire ; or a merchant hy Jbipwreck\ — 
a family by \he fudden death of its Me fupporter -y or by the 
bankruptcy of others : all thefe may happen to the deferving 
as well as to the undeferving, ^'hey are- misfortune f^ not 
merits J and although in fuch calamities it is honourable in 
the public to beftow an aid, yet the public hfes nothing by 
witholdingit, Thefe cafes diflfer as much from that of the 
Printer, as an accidental maim, oi* the contufion received 
. by a highwayman, from the honourable wound of a patriot 

f foldier. It was explained to me, that the Printer^s merit f 

SiVe his mi sfortune^y and his misfortunes slxc his merits. As 
the public iraufe has no advocate fo efficacious as the Free - 
Preis, the public in abandoning a Public Spirited Printer, 
injure themfelves. 'J'hey intimidate other Printers, and 
the Free Prefs, their advocate is filenced : a confequence 
which has followed the injurious treatment 1 received. 
Twelve months ago, the AddreiTes of the Society of United 
Irifhmen, were publiihed in the ^ different newfpapers of 
Dublin, n97v they are neceffitated to circulate thiem by^ 
(Icalth in private, in the form of handbills. 

The whole of this reafoning, except the latter remark 
which arifes out ofthefubjeft, was ftrongly urged tome. 
Men of fenfe, who are aware ^of the high importance of 

the 
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the Free Prefs to a people feeking for freedom, will judge 
of it difpafTionately. 1'hey will perhaps deem that a well- 
meaning Printer, who ileps afide from the fafc line df hii 
hufuKfs, to ferve the public, and thereby looks a danger 
in the face, of which he is aware, ought to (land upon m 
elevated ground, of public conlSderaiion. They will look 
around them and fee in other nations feek'mg pr freedem, 
where rank and ejientatioui parade fell before utility, 
Printeii, the proprietors of Public Journals, were the firft 
obje3s of public notice as moll capable of fcrving the pub- 
lic inierefts. The refulc of their confiderations will, pro- 
bably, not be Tery different from that of my friendt— they 
will think, thu toforefee a hazard, and yet to meet it fir the 
publh good, it a meril, whether fuccefsful or othcrwife, 
entitled to the public approbation and proteaion. 
' A methodical man of bufinefs fpeaking with me on thi« 
fubjeQ, was of opipion (hat the Printer and the Public, or 
the Pubhc body by which he fuffers, Rand as Creditor aaA 
Debior^and that his accompt ought to be drawn thus : 

1792- , 

The Public — orthe Society of United Irifhmcn, 
To the Printer, . , . ^Sr. 

T© injuries fuftained by the lofs of adver-T 

tifing friends, in confequence of devot- 

ingmy newlpaper totheir fervice, and 

to the lofs of my credit by profecuiions J> 

incurred on account of my public prin- 
ciples, and by publithing their pa- 

P"'. J 


S. JD. 


This debt the honeft trader maintains, not being recover- 
able at law, is a iUbt of honour, and as fuch ought to be 
difcharged unfolicited, with a chearfui and rcfpeftful promp- 
titude, and in cafes of the kind, fuch men as cither by rank 
or property, or popular charaSer, claim the honour ot/^u^- 
inf t\\e public, are the perfons who are bound to fee fuch 
debt of honour punQiJalty difcharged. That is, they arc 
bound perfonally, to exert their influence over the Pub- 
lic, to fee it difcharged, and where fuch debt of ho- 
nour ian*/ dilcharged, it is not the Public but iht Leader/ 
who «re chargeable with the fhamc of the tranfaaion. 

On 
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Onth^ occafion of which I fpeak, I faw that I mud cither 
^valk heroically toaprifon, or take the advice of-my friends^ 
by writing to fome perfon of influence in the Society of 
United Iriflimen. I wrote accordingly to Mr. Rowan on 
xhe fubjeft, as a perfon who appeared likely to anfwer the 
end propofed. I had many reafons for preferring to write 
to Mr. Rowan. I ftill preferved the fir (I impreflion wliich 
fiis charafter made on me, and on the Public. His' inter- 
ference in behalf of a persecuted and calumniated child, al- 
ready the viflim of ruffian violence, and marked out (or 
further calamities, formed a ftriking difplay of humanity, 
of courage, and difintercfted generofity. The manly pro- 
priety oF liis conduct on that memorable occafion, exhibit- 
ed a liable contraft to the infamous arts of the con/piracy 
to which he was oppofed, and threw an honourable luftre 
tipon his name, which then firft attracted the public notice. 
At that period I addrefled a letter to the Marqul§ of Buck- 
ingham, the then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in behalf of 
the unfortunate girl, who was the object of Mr. Rowan^s 
protedion. It was written in the courfe of an evening, 
fpent at the hotifc of a bookfeller, who publilTicd it as a 
fixpenny pamphlet, with a complimentary letter of mine t(5 
Mr. RoWan on the fubje£l. — This publication falling into 
the hands of Mr. Rowan, met liis approbation fo far, as 
to induce hi rti to enquire after the writer of^the letter, 
which appeared urtder the fignal\ir<; o^ Scrihlenus Murtoitgh 
0*P/ndar. -He then addrefled the following note to the 
Bookfeller, as he wiflied my letter re-printed for his own 
ufe to bind up with one publilhed by himftlf on that occafi- 
on. 

College-Greeru Mrs. Chamberlaine, 

Madam, 

As I mean to few up Mr. CAREY's letter with fhirtff, 
it would be proper to have fome note to the following pur- 
port—Among the publications of the day, the following 
isfofuperior to all the rejl, that Mr: HAMILTON ROW- 
AN, has, with thepermiflion of Mr. W. P. CAREY, the 
author, attached it to his own'* — Fo|- otherwifie I may be 
fuppofcd to be the author, under an anonyim^us fignaiure. 

I am your obedient fervaht, 

A. H. ROWAN. 
\ Accordingly 
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Accordingly In re- printing my letter for Mr. Rowan^s 
fifc^ a note, sis fpccified in the above, appeared in the 
firft page, and I received from Mrs. Hanultoo, (Mr. 
Rowan's mother) fe vet al copies of the two letters fewedup 
together by hisdefire. I publiftied feveral other letters on this 
occaiion, in which I exerted m3*felf as Mr. Rowan did, betog 
a diftnterejled advocate of an oppreflfed and injured inno- 
cent. After this I refided in London, almoft two years. 
On my return I wrote to Mr. Rowan, to requeft him to 
Ht for his portrait to me, for the purpofe of publifliing an 
engraving from it, as a companion to the Poitrait of Mr. 
J, N. Tandy, which I had juft before painted, engraved 
and publiflied. On this occaGon I received from Mr. Row- 
an the following anfwcr : 
Mr. W. P. Carey, 
Capel-flreet, Dublin. 
Sir, 
Not expeding any letter lb foon after my arrival, I did 
not fend to Maynooth until this day. The very polite and 
flattering terms you have naade ufe of as to myfeif, as well 
as thofe manly patriotic fentiments which your letter 
breathes, demand my peHbnal acknowledgements. I (hall 
go to Dubl n on Monday next, and will call on vou, or if 
YOU are an early rifer, you will find breakfaft at Dominick- 
ftreet, on Tiiefday next, at nine o'clock. 

I am 
Your obedient Servant, 

A. H. ROWAN. 
Rathcoffy, - 

April 28th, 1791- 
At the time when Mr. Rowan wrote (<> coraplaifantly fo 
me, I was an independent man ; unincumbered by difficulties ; 
unindebted to any man ; capable of anfwering every en- 
gagement I contraded, pofleflfed ot fome repute as a Pain- 
ter and Engraver. In the former of thefe arts I had re- 
ceived but a tuition of about eighteen months or two yc^ars 
when a boy, during which I obtained two prizes in the Dub- 
lin Academy— -the latter I had acquired a proficiency in with- 
out the inflnidions of any mafter. It is unneceflary for me to 
add to this that I was known to the Public as a perlbn of fome li- 
Urary chan cler, which Mr. Rowan's note corroborates, and as 
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a man whofe pea had never been proftit.uted for pay. But 
had been uniformly devoted to the caufc of juftice and the 
interefts of the people. Happy had it been for me, if I 
had reftcd content in that fituation, or if in quitting it I 
had enough of prudent felfiOinefs to prefer my own intcyreft 
to that of the Public. 1 then would not have experienced 
the treacherous jeahufy of a cold and barren Metaphyftciati 
and his unprincipled coadjutors : nor would I have to flie my 
native city, marked out as an objeft of vengeance by the 
Government, and a memorable example of the want of 
honour, honefly, and manly fpirit in the Leaders of a party 
by whom 1 have been betrayed. _ 

When I complied with the advice of writing on the fub- 
ica of my fituation to Mr. Rowan— the plan of a public 
lubfcription was fubmitted to me, which I did not take the 
liberty of altering, although I objeded to fome of the term* , 
made ufe of in it. It was drawn up by a refpeaable clcr- 
evman, and correaed by two members of the fociety of 
United Iriflimen. This plan I fent with a letter to Mr 
Rowan fully explaining the intention. It was tiie opinion 
of thofe who advifed me to requeffi the fandion of Mr. 
Rowan's «ww<r, thatw being applied to, he would come for- 
ward decidedly, by exerting his influence perfonally, among 
the popular intereft, fo as to produce a fum, -worthy ot 
themtobeftow.^ and of my acceptance, fuch as might en- 
able me to make fome attempt towards extricaimg myrelf 
from the difficulties in which the Society had involved 
me " Mr. Rowan however, was content, literally y to grant 
my requeft, and to fubfcribe his name to the plan of fub^ 
fcription, which was as follows : 

FRIENDS TO THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. 
We the undernamed perfons feeing with concern ^nutyuJU- 
fiable attempt to crufi a deferving individual, evinced in the 

•Various profecutions ky on ^^'^^^^^^J^^^ 
late Printer and Proprietor of the NATIONAL EVEN- 
ING STAR, and being of opinion that his fpinted exerts 
- ons in the public caufe alone have marked him out as an ob- 

y,a for tie vengeon^e of pozoer ^^^'{'^'^^^^ 

Card to fanaion and invite A PUBLIC SyBS<:RlPTION 

t«. prevent his becoming the vt Sim of his di/mterefied z^L^ 


We -Vrf f:* I i«r r ,.'■ EIC: '.CldTNOIMG TWS 
IJLV'VKi: TO C'-Tl mjjr.-A- C2T12.IS?, ^ha, 
»t rrj?^, -w .' p-rre ::^.l l^rvrr.tr tb rmSfasmr/trir fsfailM- 
tM'ff, •* ':' nt, X TT't 'lOur t--' x,arf^r bt arjrrl i :>i lliole 
• .-i»»:t bT ETfc":'-a:it, itcncri tii-ncBi ir btaiMolencr jd3 

y^t-ftcii ■ reus iitrcrtc lo i:i;jc n-Tji;c /jj i*v-.rr~?-T, and is 

FOR n-JL PLX-LCUIXT* CliiEV •-,; i^brw i£;/-,«p 

ih« sf m'jy^ jfcftsi/ *t\CT LNSlAiL^FD "^ND SPI- 
RITED PRINTER to ■ BE COVSTCTTD V.1TH 
THE UEERT^' OF TjX PRE5?. i-y"- nl^m^rjy 
CEMENTXD WITH THE CAUSE OF THE PEO- 
FLU 

J. H^::.m RjT^oi W. r^WTS 

y,.mrt Si}fiT Tatij HeK-j yjai/m 

r. w. r«f 

p. S. ?tipfCTip:ions wiJJ beiaxi*cd bj ihe ikwe per- 

TIm abtjYe was paUiHiFd in the ?*nk>nil ETtning Star 

t*'ce T. o (kysafier 1 receircd the fcJJowiag ja^tskl 

- p in a piece of fciltd paper, feakJ »iih cn^t 

. ed, ibefaJl fr- J:t:e of the ^/V ft^Jl^ftim. 

• iicxne whtn ii wis iefi for me, I coaJd not tell 

--■ ■ -l came — bui read wnh aAoBiflinKM » W- 

Mj ■]■: , ■ C^atnbm. 

Tt,^ Idler which accompanie* this, w» the lenev 
bf<*j)fl.l n-.c whtD I fiencd my name to what I Tuppofed ■ 
fuf/Ttjipfi^n, to be harded aboot. 1 promifed mit iffifance 
tn m-j power. It cerrainty does fay i public fi^K^fitimi, 
bvifcit, h.;«e*er, I di.l nr.i iindcriland it was lo ti Gazet- 
' '.' pr my oaapari J d-j nst care a farfmiij whit hf 
'.; fiVUttiire, fshe geli fsmttkinght it, yet lam 
p*(fua..<L.I, i!u fome of ihofe Gentlemen, who put ihtir 
^MiBt. loii ih< other ei-ening, did fo withont anT idea of its 
9fmci, but merely a* a pledge for their futoft affift- 
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ance. You were prefent. You handed it to mfe, and it 
you knew .the intention of printing it in the public. Papers,! 
you ihputd h^ve fatd fo, as you declined putting your owii 
name to it particularly^ which delicacy 1 immediately faw. 
— ^Tocutfliorf, howevrer, my opinion is, that thofe Gen- 
tlemen's nanoes who did not, or fhall not permit them to 
be publiihed fhould not be fo. Indeed I think the meafure 
at any rate^ not Kkely to produce any thing by thofe means,. 
as it will be then caft upon the world, and no one will 
thtnk themftlves obliged to countenance it fui t her. I fhould 
adyife feparate copies, being given to different perfons 
whothink Carey has been an a^ivefervant 'of the public cSufe, 
that they may coIle£l as much as they can for him, 2Lvd I 
will i^ndertaike my (hare with pleafurc ; if, however, he 
perfifts in publifliing it, as 1 moved the bufmefs the other 
night, I muft defire, that all the names,, %ned at that 
pcriod> be ft ruck out. 

I am yours, very fincerety, 

Saturday morning. A. H. ROWAN. 

COMMITTER ROOM. 
Cafey^ 
' I fend you the paper which ya* brougilt here this mom** 
ing by Mr. Jackfon, and left with me to inform you, that 
H. Evans permit$ycii, as I have delciibed in this letter, to 
make what ufe you pleaft of his name alfo — I fend ^nciofed 
the eight fubfcription/y paid as marked. 

and wifhyou fucccft, 

Sunday. A. H. ROV/AR 

- The above to^ tetters were written on me piece of paper, 
being a half ihcet of fmall fetter port doubled. The former 
occupying Xh^ three firft fides and a part of the fourth^ the 
leraainder of whichwas taken up with the latter to me. 

I do not intend here to remark on the vtrj friendly end re^ 
fpe^ful fiile ai addrefs in that beginning with-^** My dear 
GAjwi^r/"— contrafted with that to me— beginning with 
the tt«rt</?^«^y abfuptneft of my Sirmme'^^ Caref^^^ 
Nor will I notice the extreme indelicacy of either, or both 
addrcHed to one in myfituation, in fo extraordinary a man* 
ner, It is equally foreign from my wifh to comment on th« 
circumftance of my private tetter being unneceffarily expofed 
iRd handed over t6 a third perfon without any requeft to him not 

R. to 
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lo expofe itina.^ill wider drck, «t vmiid ippurby the firA 
line to Mr. CliinbeTi. The expieffijia — " Akhon^ fot 
•ij own put, I dfmt ea^ * ferthiitg itha he 4»ei ■aith mj 
tiSaMvt, io he geti jimnhivg hy /r." — Wiih ihc wbole te- 
■or of both, forming fototil a dcviatioK froM hn poGte 
fldcofanfwer, when I reqneftril Mr. Rowjs to fe to tnc 
(orhttporiTMi, thu Inuj we]) befuppoMtobc wtwlly 
at a loft in acooOEKing £»' the diff er ence. I vifl TcttnFB 
(boic rcmariu apoa Co ezmordiniT; a circninfluice. 

It wooU be dtxng bin tinle JTiAice to Mr. Rowan, inere- 
tj to faj that he is known to be a Eentieman. Thai appef- 
lation i* now £0 indircrimiTMiIcly affiimcd by e*ery petty fel- 
low iodependcm of bufinefs, and k fa commonly behtwed 
upon vice and fo'ly, ai 10 hare loll it» diilin^ve value. — 
To the naoic of Rowan i hare been accuftomed «d altKh 
fomeiKing more cftintablc than the fupei^il glofs, and 
fit phrafe of anifioal poliienefi. 1 eficemed him a 
man fathiooed by the hand of nature 10 grace and aid 
an honounble canfe ;— one who, had he been [riaced 
behind a coonter at a trader or aiiifin, woold have niciited 
ibe name of gndlem^i in the ncd^eft a c ce ptat ion of the 
word, and who in any fitiuHoa would have been noticed u 
I peifon of fupinioT intelKgoce and hnnaaity. Foil of 
iberecotkction^ whicfafiiAacaMnpained hrs introduCbon to 
public dlinu'i^r, I revered him as a charader of pofifli- 
ed manrere, (^f ■. ^ncroBf fenfibility, of high benMCwoftfa ; 
aione who ikT. cd a joftand dchcate frnfe of propriety^ 
not only in v-'- ■-. icncwns himfcif, bui in what ooncems 
when. I £*3-.t to his courage a damp more exalted than 
thai which figr^i.e^ the difgrjcefbl dueb of the day. It 
appeared to be fmrthing more wonhy than that mecha- 
nical irritalion poJiiccd by conunoii pbce notions of ho- 
nor ^St'tv^ L'p:-i a odd phlegmatic haWt. I deemed it 
e<iual[y di/lar^i Tr. m the rafli ebullition of fiery animal fpi- 
riu: Thcfc a-', -lerefy formal ora>nflitati(i>aleffe&, n- 
iher pTocftdi^/ from a fear of cenfore and a want of 
thought, than from any fupeiior qoaKty of thefool. The 
courage of Roirin feemed to-fpring from a nobler canfe; 
to flarJ upon a more impregnable elevation. I deemed 
" -HS"*'"^ ^/«r>irof his wji^ fedate, firm, dif- 
iotcr«B«I ; <mti,t:;ed by pzflion ; uninflaenced by piejn- 
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fjice ; a calm refolve ; the dighified refult of rcfleQion \ 
jvarm only in the caufe of virtuc-^of helplefs innocence—^ 
pf freedom — anxious for the genera! good. 

With fqch a high ppinipa of Rowan, it will be rieadily 
believed, I could not have rufpefked.tfcat if he addrefled a 
man of bufinefs, of a limited independence, with refpeo: 
and poll ten efs, today^'AiQ would to-morrow difcard all forms 
of refpeSl and poliienefsy in addrefling the fanie perfon, on 
no other account but his having fallen into unmerited or accident 
fal difficulties. To have fuppofed this of Mr. Rovtran, 
would have reduced him in my opinion, to the common 
level of felfifti liitlenefs. It would "have induced me to 
look beyond his anions to his ^0//^/, and I might whh rea- 
ibn fufpe^i him to be impelled by random and irrational 
^ eccentricity without plan or connexion, fave that eagemeis 
of popularity f which if it be often the lource of great and 
virtuous adions, is as frequently found to direS the (inifler 
operations of barren and illiberal OJlentation, I could no 
longer fuppofe his condud to flow from fixed principles of 
truth, from a love of jultice, or an affeSion for the com* 
mon rights of Society, becaufe the needle is not more true 
to the pole, than the tendency of ]uft and manly principles, 
to a juft and manly condud :— Not **.athing of jbreds and 
patches /"—-—to-day a brilliant— to-morrow a fordid peb- 
ble — this hourfhinmg out a proteSor of an oppreflfed and 
innocent victim ; the next leagued with difhoneft men for 
the honourable purpofe of opprefling a perfecuted and in- 
jured individual. No-— the man who poflefles fixed prin» 
^iplesof jufiice will not thus vary from himfclf. He will 
he found uniform in his a£iions, and if he happens to be in- 
fluenced by mifreprefentatioo or by mifconception, to take 
a wrong part againll any man, he knows how to retrieve 
himfelf ; he contemns the feeble cenfures of prejudice ; ^ 
he does not wait to be called on for an apology; he comes 
forward with the generous fpirit of a man ; and he cries out 
— ** My friend I have. done you injury 4 I (houidhave def^ 
pifed}ou^ had you nof refented it,: Forgive me— I am ready 
<o do you juflice."— — — 

I am willing to attribute Mr. Rowan's conduct to me in 
e^very particular, to the influence of others, I knpw not 
how clfe to account for the palpable difference between the 
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i.'/7..(f.r-'r xi'-:t^:^ ;iM". Cf^r^xn i'.c:? ek — rrhich 
•k » w:::'c-T cr i j-'.;l« V P'?«' t.*-*; ^^-: ■!'' !«" 'iikd nor 
ic^iei, b"". * a f :.'■ I'ti j; i c^yrtr, XL-i 1j >^7i:d tome 
by f'jmt'.tner ps;':'^, » i'".e (?:7eX;3 *"» is a ^fEcren 
hk'.d*-:\:'.r.i frcm 1!:. Ri>«i:;'s- 

ll it cc.-tiir. I'r.it she clrcnniitiScrs h: w>.:j'. I laterly 
(U>od wi:h refptS lo Mr. Ruwar*, »ere E-s.'r:,i.'.V riKg*i 
trom thofe in whi.h 1 wm when he wrctt f^ pel:*!}- to loe 
from Rit^^off)'. 1 t;j/ ii.T: >b fc'.-rT.-.r-r-^~J N.ai. Oa 
lhe«.ii'r»;y, Ihid/w^/^a/iiepfed iruo tlttpcLiical field, 
ft-rmifning in ih; ^^n of ih; bi'i!?, « (io repeat fron 
Mr, Rowan'* ncit) un atfivi frrv^J '.' '- f-'"-'-' i"^* \ '" 
(loirg fo I had involved myreif in (iif!i:'j;:;es ; I h>d incurred 
profccutions 1 ard I had finally lc:l ny clUblillmieat by x 
Society^ of which Mr. Rowan is a leading rocmbcr. But 
ihcfe are circumnancet which, if "Wt, Rowan had not 
prnii'jujly known mc as an advocate in ihe caufc of the op- 
prefTcd, and a well-meaning meirtbcr of the Connnunity, 
ought alone to have renilcred me an o!>ie3 of additional at- 
tention and poliltncfs fiom that gtntleman, snj from eve:j 
rM/fricrxl to the public caufe. 

Other circumrtaneesexifled latterly to entitle me, if not 
to Mr. Rowan's exertions in my favour, at leaft to the excr- 
fiTe (if (hat polite attention, which he formtrly deemed 
'Itjc l'> me, I (hall mention Aich as that gentleman mufl 
have been acquainted with when he wrote that note, which 
hy u twvtl kind of parlnfrjhtp, was made to belong to two 

Kirftint m way ormtlieA, and which, of eourfe ought, if it 
trfany fuperrcripiion, to have been direQed to " Mcflre. 
'■' hni and Carey."— I was THEN Mr. Rowan's 
""Uiir in ihc hdependmt Dublin Volimtem. I h»A 
nearly 1 1 months. / am STj LL Mr. RDU,m's feU 
■Joldhrm that Corpt, unlefi to come' off tL-iih honour m Ihh 
„ "-. Cfriainof my opponents may declare that the Va^ 
'"""'"! V '•I'/'wjA-ho are now only under suspension^ 
'^""'fS'rittexiJlnce.-^l was alfo then Mr. Roiuan'r 
''^%'^'X '" '''' ^'Kft ^"'•'^'al RaltalioJt, and his 
»J *»'"'■'"" °^'*'^'^'"'^. in which I/fr/i -p- 
"nd finally pr,,^„^ ^^^ ^^/-„-^^ ^^ ^^^ Jfikirviuf 
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button and cockade, which afForded fo compkte a pre- 
text to the enemies of our glorious Volunteer Inlli- 
tution, to procure its SUSPENSION. I was alfo then, 
Mr. Rowan's ajfociate in the Society of United Iriihmen^ 
in which Society Mr. ROWAN was the perfon who firft 
propofed me to he received as a Member , and Mr. JAMES 
NAPPER TANDY feconded the introduaion of my name. 
•Neither of which Gentlemen would hav6 done fo, had they 
r\o\ known and ejieemed me a man of principh and pra^ice^ 
every way fit and worthy to be tkeir companion and affociats 
in that Society. After my intioduSion into that Society, it 
had unanimoufiy declared- me in one inflance worthy of ^ 
public fupport under profecution ; it had in another inftance 
unanimaupy declared me dejeroing of Us public thanks ; which 
wcie returned tome in full meeting by the Hon* Simon Butler^ 
as Chairman of the Commiitee of Conflttution, It alfo itt the 
fame rime, declared that my condud: entitled me, as Pro- 
prietor of a public paper, t^ the encouragement of ev:ry 
Member of the Society, Finally, I was at the moment 
I received that extraordinary note, and had been for fome 
time befc«'e fiirrounded, or rather overwhelmed by diffi- 
culties. A fearch was making after my perfon, by order 
of the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Lords ; a war- 
rant from Lord Clonmel was in the hands of Mr. Carleton, 
to apprehend me for publiftiing the Addrefs of the Society 
of United Iriflinien to the Volunteers. j1 Capias was alfo out 
againft me through negle6fc of the fame Society. My-afFairs 
were unfettjed, and every perfon who looked for a fetilement 
was coming forward to fnatch from under me the little 
plankrupon which Iftruggledto float after my fliipwreck. 
In this melancholy fituation, not an individual, public or 
private, of any defcription or connexion, came forward iia 
my behalf, except to reproach me with the folly of having 
placed any reliance on the men who had involved m<?.— 
Without a fingle refource in the complete abandon- 
ment which I experienced on every Mc., I was dif^ 
abledfrom perfonal exertion, by being forced to confirup 
ind conceal myfelf fiom the /rigid condolement oi nominal 
friends stud the aSive purfuit of political enemies. Any «/" 
thife circunifiances ftngly^ and altogether more forcibly, w€ 
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might rcafonably fuppofe, would have forroetj (lK>ng ad- 
ditional claims upon that polite attention which Mr. Rotvaa 
deemed, fome time before my difficulties, due, to me. 

I again declare, it is my opinion that Mr. Rowan did 
not in this or any fdrt of the bufinefs r,elative to me, aO: 
wholly from iimfelf 1 think fo becaufc I am unwilling to 
lofe fight of che firft impreffion which Mr. P.owan*s ho- 
nourable condud in the cafe of Mary Neal, made on me. 
It is more liberal to recur to that impreflion pf his charac- 
ter, than to be biaffed by the unhandfome proceedings re- 
lative to me, into which he has been by fome unaccounta- 
ble means, I hope unintentionally, drawn. 

It appears Mr. Rowan was applied to in the morning ; 
hctheu chearf^lly fLzVe hh (igna^ure; promifcd his co-ope- 
ration, and eicprefled his full approbation of the propriety 
of my Gondud and principles. He did not then make any ob^ 
jedion whatever to publifhing his name to the plan of fub- 
fcriptions, although, as his note admits, he certainly faw 
the purpofe of a public fubfcription fully expTeffed to him, 
He.even mentioned that he had beenvvritten toon the fub- 
jk6t of coming forward in my fupport, by a Dr. Kennedy, 
a Gentleman with whom I have not had the pleafurc of 
ever being in company, and with whom I anji wholly un- 
acquainted. 

About 3 o'clock the fame day that Mr. Rowan promifed 

his Co-operation, the Honourable Simon Butler was applied 

to on the fame fubjeS. My friends were of opinion that 

Mr. Simon Butler, as one of the Lawyers of the Society of 

United Iriilimcn, who had fanflioned the publication of 

the Addrefs of that Society to the Volunteers as a legal pub^^ 

lication^ would have felt additionally felicitous m the fate of 

a Printer whom he had contributed to involve in danger. 

Mr. Simon Butler on this occafion, took the matter into con- 

fideration as a point of law. He made fome learned remarks 

on profecution, and concluded with declaring that as a Law- 

yer, he mujl decline interfering in the buftnefs. He was 

however, pleafed to exprefs his approbation as a United 

Iriihman, of my public conduS and principles fo ftrongly, 

as to declare, that — " They (whether he meant the United' 

Iriihmen or the popular party,^ out of that Society, I know 

not) 
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nort ought not only to free me from my^embarraflToients:, hat 
to make up a handfome fomething to put me above the 
v/orli.^^ When thefe etpreffions were reported to me, I 
took a meaning out of them at which I could not forbear 
a fmle. Probably the Honourable Gentleman at this mo* 
iiAent is hot without foitte wifties that the full extent of his 
equivocal expreflion with refpeS to Me, was corripletely ve-^ 
tified, 

A reaforiable fuppotition was alfo entertained, that Dr* 
Drennan would, without waiting for any application to him^ 
have come forward in my behalf As that gentleman isx the 
reputed Author of the Addrefs ef the Society of United 
Irijbmen to the Volunteer t^ for publifhing which Addrefs I 
was then fubjed to a profecution, and a warrant was out 
for niy apprehenfipn. Surgeon Wright informed me that 
he had applied to Dr. Drennan on the propriety and abfo- 
. lute neceflity of his exerting himfelf to fupport me as % 
perfon in whofe difficulties he ought to have an additional 
concern above any other man. 

Dr. Drennan, however, declined interfering in the i>u- 
finefs, alledging that he had an objedion to making his 
i^^me too particular under the eye of Government; On 
this objedion I ihali make no other remark than that if it 
tvas ftncere^ it mud be acknowledged to be utterly incon- 
fifient with the appearance of his name to many publications 
of the Society^ both before and (ince that time. 

A finguUr lad worthy the attention of the PuMic, 
tends to confirm ah opinion that Mr. Rowan's firfi intention 
with refpeS to exerting himfdf in the Public Subfcription, 
was fet ajide by the influence of fome other perfon or perfont^ 
TheJDames of two perfons, both Members of the Society 
of United Irilhmen were printed at the bottom of the p{an 
of the fubfcription^ as perfona authorifed to receive fub- 
fcriptions« Of thef^, one perfon figned his name with 
more profeflions of friendly ;&eal in my caufe, than could 
be expcSed from him. Yet on the fame day on which J re- 
ceived Mr. RoiuarCs extraordinary note, he applied in a very 
altered Jiile of expreffitm, to withdraw his name from the 
plan of the fubfcription, without afpgning any reafon what- 
ever for fo unaccountable a conduft. 

From 
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From this circnmftance, and fiom thc^conduft of the 
Hon. Simon Butler^ Dr, Drennan, and Counfelhr Mac . 
en ihe night of the motion for exonerating Surgeon Weight 
and ^!r."Malht\vs, my bail, 1 again detlare that I think 
Mr. Rowan did not aft WHOLLY from himfelf in any o£ 
ike unhandfome proceedings againji me. 

At the time the plan of a public fubfcription was in agita- 
tion, Cnunfellor Mac ; :' happened to pafs by my lodgings. 
1 fent afier him wifhing to employ him in the cafe of the 
^ information moved againfl me at the fiiit of a new-made 
Ear I, already fpoken of in this woik. After mentioning my 
beiner unable to ftir abroad en accounl of the warrant out 
againft me for pubfifhing the addrefs of the Socie*" of United 
Irifhmento the Volunteers, I begged Mr. Mae . -y to fee 
into what was requifite to be done by me in cafe otthe infor- 
mation juft mentioned. I gave him fzOo guineas and he pro- 
mifcd to let me know what ifleps were neceflary to be done 
and to write to me or to call upon me for that purpofe in due 
timf . I alfo told him I had received information that a Capias 
was out againft me, through a violation of the United Irifh- 
men's engagement to fupport me in the profecution for pub- 
lifhing the Felfaft Rejoicings out of the Northern Star, He 
feemed to make light of this, as he told me the proceedings 
ro outlawry couW be reverfed at any time before \ts final com-- 
pletien, Mr. Mac " ^ Cjr ^hen exprefled the ftrongcft concern 
for my fituationand promifed to exert his influence in the 
Society to further the public fubfcription, declaring that it 
was the duty of the Society of United kifl>rwen, and bf the 
Catholics to fupport me as a Printer, who had fo ^ealoufly 
devoted himfelf to the tnterefh of the people. He beggcij. 
kave to have the honoar of figninf his mmt to the platt of 
the fubfcription with the other gcnttemen whofe niames ap- 
peared to it. I underftand the irobteman alluded to, has 
fince dropped the profecution againft me for obvious reafons* 
Although itiippears that no (Vcps whatetrer were taken ia 
my defence, nor did I overhear a wordmofe of the bufineli 
fromCounfellor Mac ^ "• I have ftated the above triflfng^ 
circumftance, as it vv<s, with that which I have already 
Tnentiotied in which he offered his ferviccs to co-operate t^ith 
CounfellorWhiteftcne and Mr. Arthur Mtredyth Wbyte^ 
the only bufinefs on my ozin account in which lever had any 

Mng. 


( H ^ 

thhigiodo miih Kfe. M^ " 'V-— Th6 weakhersof that Gerr 
tkthaits fhefApr^ teicfiAg hitti fometimes into /mall mifreprie* 
fentotiom at pail occurrences^ the reader will difcover my 
re^fott For ti^is etadnefi. 

Wheft i cohfidered the matter of Mr. Rowan^s extraoris^ 
nor^ Aote, and the manner \nvrK\ch\tctmz to hand, with 
the (teipicable fudi coming from a popular tedder ^ and from 
a puhlU party ^s a public fuhfcriptioh to a man w hofe mint 
that ftody had \Vrought, my eyes opened at once to the irre- * 
tritvable (ifuation in which the leaders of the Society oi 
United Irilhnien had plunged me. Afenfetbat I had me- 
rited a ditferent treatment,— A fplfit tenacious in misfortune, 
afld which gloried in the caufe of my adv^rfity,— wiih a due 
c6iiteiiit>f &f th^ party by which I had beeti To ill treated, 
fuj^poited mfe in fo trying a ritmtion* In the firft hurry ot 
my thoughts i determined to write to Mf. Rdwan, and to 
return the PUfeLlC SUBSCRIPTION to him. But the 
opinion of my friends decided otherwife. It was urg- 
ed to me that the want of delicacy in any other per- 
forij ^as no fault oj »i//if-- tfiat my fituation ousht to pre- 
vent nte from reproaching him with that want. It was ©b- 
f&tvcd that although it woiildhave refie&d more honour on 
Mr. Rowan and his friends, to have n^ade up fom» tiling 
likeatihatuiibmecompenration for me-«-and to have prefent- 
cd ittoine in a manner worthy of them, with (bme expreilU 
ohs of theii* approbation of my conduQ— yet ftiJl if Mr, 
Rowan chbfe {o ferve me in his own way I fhould fmother 
niy (enfebf the manner iii which it was done, fiefide it 
might happen that Mr. Rowan would chofe to mortify me'^ 
for a month together, by fuch affronts oi eight guiheasdaiiy,^ 
which if might not be fo prudent in me to prevent. It was 
alib^ remarked that I had got my hsuid into the. LM$ moulA, 
apd ought to draw it out as feftly. as pofiible; i! I did any 
thing then to give a handle to abandon me, it would be 
ieized on with avidity by certain leading men, who only 
had afTociated fo derive coiife<)uehce to themftlvcs fronx 
leading 6r mifleading a popiilar body. Such men would' 
gladly avail themielves of ail i>pportuhity to depreciate me^ ' 
which tliey weSJe ready to do, bi*t coiild hot at that time. 
$pen^4tltempt^ a(^ my condudL had been too jpubiicfy. wit- 
pdU^dly the nation^ ahcf w^s too recent tQ admit of niin- 
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reprefentation then* I hw the truth of thefe obfervation^^ 
and already perceived that the men who have fince com- 
bined agalnft me in Ihe Society of Unitecf Irifhnien, were 
then inclined to (hut me out from public notice, and to 
hurry me into oUivim, there to leave me to ftruggle with 
ihy fate. They appeared lefs (blicitous to dif^uife their 
abandonment of me as they deemed my pen, being chainedf 
down by m^ difficulties, no longer a lelf defence ; and 
nfy Preisbemff overthrown by their miachinations, no lon- 
ger a vehicfe tor their vanity to ride rn^ My friends being 
of opinion that 1 ought frbni thefe confiderations to cpm-^ 
ply with Mr Rowan's requeft of flopping the plan of the 
Public Subfcription, and to accede to that whicH he' had 
propofed of leaving it to kirn and fonie other leading mem- 
bers of the Society, to exert themfelves in ' private. I 
aj^reed to this, and as there was an accoiint due to me for 
prtmjn|( aCndadveitifmgby Mr. Rowan, I gave &im credit 
for eight guineas and then wrote to Mr. Rowan, fignifying 
in the moil refpedful terms my intention of following his 
diredions. Accordinefy the plan of the Public Subjcrip- 
tibn was withdrawn from the National Evening Siar^ and 
the intention of inferting it in the other papers was dropped,, 
and thus ended the/r/? ACT of the Farce of " THE PUB^ 
Lie SUBSCRIPTION.'* A^buaneTs which was every 
where magnified in^ thofe circfes where the FREEDOM 
OF THE PRESS was toafted. In the public prints and 
private companies, itwasfpoken of as a ym^/? compliment 
of 500I.— 50I. of whicfi was faid to be the patriotic fiib- 
Icription of Mr. Archibald Hamilton Ro-wan^ and the re- 
mainder the gift of the Society of United Irifhmen as a 
compenfatlon for the difficulties in which it had invofved 
mc* 

- Before I quit the FIRST ACT of the FARCE 
p^ THE PtTBLTC SUBSCRIPTION, I beg of the 
reader to collet from Mr. ROWAN's own words, Mr^ 
ROWAN*s opinion of me. In his firft note he fpeaks of 
nie as a WRITER oifuperior ability^ fince on an occafion 
Ql[miich public difcuffion, which employed many pem^ he givea 
my luijly publication a DECIDED SUPERIORITY. In 
iih leiter from Rothcoffy thefe expreffions occur-— ap- 
p«ed to my letter— The MANLY and PATRIOTIC SEW- 
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TiMENTS wliicli IT hreatkesy demand my perfonal acknovu- 
kdgementsV — thefe prove that at a dijlance of more than tuo 
years f, Mr. ROWAN ftill retained the fame refpe^iabk ep'.-^ 
pion of mj principles and -ahility. 

In his note extrpordinary he fpeaks of me at a further dif- 
thnce of more than taxjo years^ as >* AN ACllVE SER- 
VANT bP THE PUBMC CAtJSE.?'™Thus it is unde^ 
ntable from Mr.' Rowan's own words, thjit he efteemed 
me »n indiVidual of MANLY a^d PA'TRlOtlC ' SElsf- 
•rjTlilEfJTS^ and of SUPERIOR LITF4ARy \ApiLI- 
TY, who had both as a frinter<md Writer been didinguifli- 
«d as ap ACTIVE SERVANT OF THE PUBLlfc 
CAUSE* Yf t after all this, his favoqrable opinjon of roe, 
by fome unaccountable inconf^ency^ Mr. Rowan everted h's 
influence no further than to difcfedit himfelf and give me 
fome iinpleaiant reflexions by laying me under the name of 
an obUgation for a BEGGARLY PUBLIC SUBSCRIE- 
^lON.of EIPHT GUIT^EASM after which he was per- 
fuaded to abandon me to all the evils of PPBLlC PROSE- 
CUTION anil PRIVATE DIFFICULTIES, brought on n^e 
by a public bgdy^ of whigh he is a leading member ^ and by that 
very ability and patriot ifm which he was pleafed to fuppofe 
me pofleife^ of and to commend. Good God I is it poilible 
that a map of Mr. Howan's liberal underAanding, imagined 
me pcffeflfed of fome ability and fincerity of ipteption, yet 
knew fipt that thefe qualities were \vorthy pf a dinere^t 
treatment! 

It inay be judged^ hafl I been merely a Printer^ what a 
deplorable fituation I muft have felt myfelf in after thi^. 
The only refpurce I could have had woiild have bceii to have 
fought for employment as a journeyman. But even froip 
this rclburcc I was c\il ofl^, as Lord Clpnm^rs warrant was 
out againft me for publirhing the Addrefs of the Society 
of United Iriftimen to the Voluntects, and a fe^rch was 
making after me as already ftated, I oi courfe muft have 
(\ink into that truly pitiable ftatc— a precarious and morti- 
fying dependence oli ihen deftkute of honour, honefty, and 
generous feeling : on men ^ho had ever ^^me^ thfui ftood 
tfiofidl in the Public View, for tha^ foacc which thi^, wifbed 
themfehes to occupy ^uporf the ground of Popularity. When I 
fay that my dependence *muft have been on thofc who had 
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wrought ray'ruin^ and who afterwai-ds combined to vlllify tOff 
fuch a ^tuation can better be guefled at than pidured. 

Fortunately for me, I poffeffed that which neither tfje per- 
fecution o^ enemies, nor the abandonment of friends; couW 
deprive me of. Refources in myfelf, which maintained my 
indejpenxlenjce, and lifted me above that level of humitiatiQn 
to which the Leaderjsof theUaitedlriflimen^ already fought 
to reduce me. The Pencil, the Graver ftill remained to me. 
My natural attachment to thefi^ charming arts, was carrried 
to a degree of enthufiafn^ Yet I was ever by fome means 
or other, prevent^ from ftudying either of ^hem fufficiently 
clofe, and hav? never received (atisfaSion from' any of my 
own performance. The facility of literary compcrfVtion, 
• tempted me away from the ijower mechanical pfoceft, to 
which the Paipter and Engraver are forced to. fubmit befeve 
they can g've birth to a fingle idea. 

JJlture may juftly bye laid- to make a. Poet. She gives hirh 
fuitable laivguage to hU co^iceptions. It Is. not lb witn tAe Pam* 
tcr. His pencil canuotjl^ai nor give^rw to his conceptions, 
urileft. long prafiUce renftlei^ him'lkilfal and correft in the 
juft deUneation of external appearances : gives him an ac- 
quaintance vdth, the bold and mutable expreljonof the pafli- 
6(\Sy and with the fleeting forms of grace, IbveTmefe and fnbK- 
mity. Thefereafons. op crated to make me cc^inually prefer 
the Pen, which with the pencil Sind graver in the hour of my 
difficulties, weremyefi/y refpnrces* Thefeunder every dif^ 
advantage rendered me buoyant on the ftream of adverfitj 
iVheire others lefs fortunate would have funk for ever. Whi!|e 
the clouds thickened round 'me, the circle of my nominal 
'fnends rapidly narrowed. United Irilhmen — ^CofFee-Houfe 
Politicians, and Toafters of £he Freedom of the Prefs, fell 
ofF by dozens ; reminiding me of a paffage from a Poem 
which I wrote and pMblimed on a flight acquaintance with 
theworW, fome years (fnce: ' '• ; = i. . 

** Put when acrofs the changing ft;y, 

The cioiads <rf, adverfe fortiirie fly .; • 

Wiaen o!ec tfaeproftra&e vi£kim*s head, 

l^e dfeep'ning Ihades of (brrow l^read. 

Then Folly, in his. fall, looks wife^ 

And Slander fronoi h^ ^overt flies, 

^ n:.' . • { t , ^ While 
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.While Envy, fecming to defend. 

Is griev'd to $zffn ^* Sht %^t hia friinif^*^ 

Lon^ Pride and fickle Batt'iy run. 

To hail fomc other riftng Su« ; 

Jn vain the voice of Nature 6ries, 

Then Cunder'd are (he kindred ties ; 

ThjB crowd the rui^d naail dtTqwa^ 

And leave .him to defpair alone . ^ 

I was not a little confofed by f he vifits and unremitting 
attention of the great and good man Mr. ^illiam 
Todd Jones, thefirjfi Proteftiif^ Senator who brought for* 
>vard the<jueflion bt Cathol.c Emancipation. I had early 
iicomr^d bis fricnd(hip by my public condiifik. ft ever rc- 
fnnned unfh^ken, and he exprcflbd'the kinde/l iolj^itude 
for my Cite. This man,-^trufy public fpirited, fince 
iy ofpofin^ ks firmgejt prejudices ^ he hazarded the lofs of 
Ws influenee in that part of the country where he was born, 
andiff 'which he was reycred.-— This mari,— truly worthy of 
the facred char^ffer of a Patriot, fince he preferred the vindi- 
cation of unpopular truths, to the temporifing expedients 
ivhich he faw prafiiced found him.— *-This man,-it«the pow- 
erful and foccefl^fuf advocate of a great national caufe;. — the 
poiittcal precorfor of a people^;* freedoni, rather born to lead 
than to followr public opinions, this nian Ijuftlyprideincalt- 
Jng mj friend. 1^ earfy warned me of the very fnare^into 
^hichlfefl. 'Of him we may with jd^ice fay, * 

^ ^ This is the nobleft Roman qf th«m all, 

For VKhat he did was for the general gooA V ■ ■ 
His mind and manjier s are to be feen in his writings. 
-CprreQ, animated,' and pbiiflicd. — Ea^, yei vigorous; 
.;^lojUs ai^d efevat^d^ yet finsple and per^icuous ; pathetic 
. without artifi<?e ; ' sind reprehenrive, yet courtly and perfua* 
iive ; he pofiefles the rare art at once to conciliate and con- 
vince. It is bis happy talent rather to exprefs lofty thoughts 
in familiar asd etegant language, than to inAate a puny 
caft of thinf^kiia^ t^ a. Inboured and pompous exprefion. 
' (Im* waa 1 forgotten by the . good c^ man, Mr. 
lyjaih^i^'^ by whom I was almoA daily vifited. The 
friendly aiixi^ whi»^4ie faniaied to &el tor my fituitk>n, 
^ •"■ '. • ■ • ' and 
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tntd the afltduous fervices which he fought to render tot^ 
hj applying to different perfons in order to have my affairs 
&uled» entitle him to ihe firft place in my c&eem atad af- 

fediof). 

The fears which he had long entertafnecj of n^y termi- 
nating my career in a prifony were conTiderably augmented 
by his knowledge of the CAPIAS which was out againft 

Ee, already dated, in confequence of the negleA of the 
awyers of the Comrnitte^ of ConAkution in the cafe of 
the profecution aga'nft me for the publication of the Beifafl 
Rejoicings in the National Evening Star, November 3,d^ 
1 792, which was copied frdm the lhrth»m^ %iar> To 
|his was added the difllculty of fettling my affairs^ and Lord 
CIonn>e1's warrant out agai^ift qie for publiftiing the Ad- 
^ drefs of the Society of ^nited UiHin^en to the Volunteers^ 
*l1il^enf^bl<5 concern which Mr. Mathews felt from i| confi- 
d^ation of ^hefe imjpending dangers, induce^ him t<^ Cft(t 
on me with th^ particular ^ign of urging the ablblule ne- 
cefltty of my quitting IreHnd. To induce me to do fo, he 
iiwelt upon the inextricable difficulties which miift fui;- 
round ipe \( once I (hou|d fs^U '^to^he poiyer of fny ene- 
mies. 

l fb fully acceded to th^ propi:tety of hi* re^foning, 
|hat I relu dan: 1y determined to quit the kingdom, but not 
before I h^d firft ftated ray fi.uation to the Society of United 
Infhmcn, to which t principality owed n\y ruin, O9 Fri- 
day, 22dof Mar^h, I792> I acfprjiifigly gave notice in 
the meeting of the Spcieiy, that I wpul4 ^t the enfuing 
meeting, on that day week, (late to the Society the (itua« 
tion in which 1 flood, to fubtnit to its judgment the pro- 
per fteps to b^ taken in fiich a crifis. < 

On the cpth of March, at the enfufng meeting of the 
Society, Dr. Drennan being Prefidenf, and Mr. Matthew 
s Dowling Secretary, previous to my dating nay fituation— 
Mr. Chambers rofe, and having juftfy e3ppatiated on tlte 
merits of Mr. James Nappe r Tandy, as a pubKc fpirited 
citizen, andan adive member of that Society, prpceedetl 
to urge that the unhappy date of pf-ofcrtption into which 
Ire had juft then fallen, defervied the immediate attention of 
the Society, afidfae concluded by moving that he (hoii!d be 
legally and qonftitutionaUy fupported by the Society. 

I. rofe 
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I rofe when Mr. Chambers fate down^ and after obferr^ 
ing on the very great propriety of Mr. Chambers's mo^ 
tion, and paying ei^ery due cofnplinient to the merits of 
Mr. Tandy as a well meaning citizen^ I begged leave to 
lubmit to Mr. Chambers^s good fenfe, whether the hmwmr 
^d impartial cAara^er of the Society was not more inime« 
diately called on^ to take into frur confideration the di<<» 
lemma in which I dood. Asit muft be allowed, my cfaiiii^ 
to prior confideratiw was founded upon the unanfw^rable 
ground of^ my PROSCRIPTION having commenced 
PRIOR to that of Mr. Tandy. An oppofition took place, 
and after fome debate, although it was 119/ denied xhsX my pm^ 
fcriptimi had taken place y^mf mon/^/l^RIOR to that of Mr* 
Tandy, and that J Ji99d committed for the immediate 4i£fofthe 
Society, yet a ^notion " to refer the cafe rf Mr. JAMES 
NAPPER TANDY /• the conftderatim of the CommitUe 
ef Cofjflitution^^'^vrAs put and carried^ It is necelTary to 
meatio^ that this occurred about a fortnight after Mr« 
Tandy had declined (landing his trial at DundalL In this 
the cufiomary precedence of names wasobferved contrary to 
juftice and reatbn as in the other proceedings of jhe So^ 
ciety- 

In reply to fome remarks whxh had fallen from a 
member during the oppofition— I (uily fiated the circum* 
fiance of the fupport decreed to me by the Society in the cafe 
of the profecution fpr the publication of the Belfaft Re- 
joicings from the Northern Star, and mentioned the infer- 
ihatipn which I had received, that a C API AS was out 
againft me, as I underftood, iy negleSi of the Society^ if»» 
lemn engagement in that inflame^ — I added that I had the 
opinion of Counfel^ that from the temper of the times, 
and the nature of the Addrefs to the Volunteers, for whicli 
a wa];i(aht was out againft me, that there was every proba- 
bility of aftntence of heavy ^/i^ and tmprifonment^ for pub- 
Kfhing it ; and having accurately detailed how injurious 
that publication had proved to me, I fubmitted to the con- 
fideration of the Society the propriety of what mcafures k 
ought to adopt for me,^as one of its members whom it 
had involved in fuch a dilemma. ■ On this Mr. LEW- 
ENS moved, that the fuuation in which I (lood, and the 
propriety of, what meafures ought to be adopted ' in my 
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cafe, IhouU be refefrcd lo the CXMiiMITTEE of COf9^ 
STITUTION^ and that they (houid report thereon at the 
next meeting of the Society. This motion was immedi^ 
ately fcconded by Mr. Mathews^ and pafled unanidsoufly. 

It is here to be remembered that on Friday the 12ttd of 
March, I had given notice of my htention to Metid and (izit 
my fituatiott to the Society at the nc%t meeting, being the 
night of which 1 now fpeak. After the bufinefs of the nighr 
ofthe 2Qth was over, I was coming out from the Soc^iety 
ai the breaking up of 'the meeting in the mtdd of the other 
members, and the moment I crofied the threfhold of the 
outfide gate of the entrance to the Taylor's Hall, thM^tace 
of the Socicty*s meeting, ! was apprehended by Mr. darle- • 
ton» an officer of the Police, and his afBftants. This occur- 
rence happened in the ptefeme of the membin conuHg out 
Jroni the meeting along with me. hfumbers of them fol- 
lowed me along Back-lane and up Nicholas*ftreet ifito 
Skinner- re w, in which latter place we overtook Dodor. 
Drennan, the refuted author ofthe Addrefs to the Volunti&ers, 
for publifhing which, Mr. Carteton held me in cuftody at 
that mometit 1 called out to Dr. Di-ennaii by name^ and 
told him I was under arreff. He walked after me dowtt to 
the Police houfe, with fcvcral other United Irijhmen. He 
there requeued of Mr. Carieton to permit htm to read the 
warrant on which he had arretted me. Mr. Carktori com- 
plied, and Dr. Drennan took the warfitnt in his hands knd 
read that the caufe of my arreft was for printing and pub- 
liflltng zjeditious Uhel in the National E*oemng Star^ on Hit 
l8th day of December, 1 792— After reading the warrant, 
I obferved to Dr. Drennan that the iSth day 6fl>ec€mbeiv 
T 792, as noted in the warrant. Was the day in which I £r(r 
inferted the Addrefs ofthe Society ofl7niterfIri(hmen to (he 
Volnnteefs of Ireland,, and that the warrant was dated the 
21ft Dec. two dd}s after that publication. After this, Mir. Car- 
ieton as if wilhing to difmifs the crowd, began with afting 
fhofe who came in with me one after the other, whether they 
chofe to become bail for my appearance to (land my trial foe 
the offence with whichi flood charged* On this, Dr. Dren^ 
nan, xht reputed author of the matter/or wAiVA 1 fiood commU 
ted, mthJhreiv, as did a number of other members ofthe So- 
ciety. I ftood for fome time in an unpleafatit dilecftma. tht 
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Wtiefs of th« hoor rendering it an improper time to call 
on any frieixi. Frohi this I was relieved by Surgeon 
Wrsghf, as already meationed> a member of the Unitedfrifli- 
men^ who caxae m and proffered cheariully to be one of my 
~ fureties. Mr. Mathtws came in (hortly atiter^ and as Chear» 
folly offered himfelf to be the other farety required by the 
law. I proceeded in the cuftody of Mr. C^rfeton and liis 
affiftants, accompanied by Surgeon Wright^ Mr. Ma- 
thews, and a Dr. Walfli^ a member ot the Society ot 
United Iriihmeni to Lord C'onmePs. If any other mem^ 
bersof the Society attended^ it is more than i now recoi- 
led. His Lordfhip refufed to take bail on account nf the late 
hour. 1 was then brought to Anne's Polioe-Houfe^ where 
iwas detained in cudody of a Police Serjeant during the 
remainder of the night. The next morning I gave bail be- 
fore Lord Clonmel, being bound myfelf in the fumof tm(9 
hundred pounds^ and Mr. MMews and Surges ^ri^Ht 
inthefumof one hundred pounds each, for my appearing 
to tifke my trial for the pi^lio^tion of the Addrefir of the 
Society of United Irilhmen to ttie Volunteers. 
Two days after my arreft I wrote an ofiiciai infornuition 
^ of the tranfadion to the HonsurMe Simon Busier, as Chair- 
man cC the Committee of Condiiutioni to whofc confi- 
^eiration my cafe had been referred. The circumillance of 
- my arreft and its- caufe appeared in the different new(pa- 
' persfn town andcountry^ and from the number of perfons 
' ^fent when ii happened^ became every where a matter of 
' public notoriety. 

At this time I received notice that the perfon to whom I 
had fold the Newfpaper and its property, was on the point 
of flying to America. I had not received cafli ibr any 
* of his rtdtet which I had taken in payment, being deter- 
mined to appropriate the whole fum to a fettlement with 
the perfons to whom I was under engagements. Previous 
to coming on treaty with me for the Newfpaper, he was 
on the eve of a bankruptcy, with which I was unfortn- 
nateiy unacquainted, although he had advertifed his ftock 
!n trade for fate, as retiring from buiinefs. The fear of 
alarming his numerous creditors prefented an obftade to 
his removing any of his property from the place of his re- 
iid^nce. This obftacle, however, was done away when 
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bis name appeared «$ Proprietor of the National Evemag 
Star. His creditors were fatisfied^ deeming that he was 
only quitting the houfe in which he lived, to carry on she 
Newfpaper in that in which I had refided^ and which he 
took on my giving up the paper to him. He did nvt, how- 
ever, move his property to the houfe hi Exchange-Court 
in which I had carried on the paper— -but to private rooms iit 
Damc'Cwrtt from whence, without giving any alarm; it 
could be tranfported wherever he pleafed. Some time ^f- 
ter be had the goods packed up in boxes and fecretly fent 
off to Newry and Belfaft, from thence to be (hipped for 
America. All this time the Newfpaper ferved as a /kreen 
between him and his creditors until he ihould be re^dy: to 
follow the goods to the North himfelf, which he did a (day 
or two after my arreil for publifliiiig the Addrefs to the Vo- 
lunteers. I, however, after tracing him to Belfaft, and 
returning to Newry, came up with him at Warren's Point 
on the eve before his intended departure. He th^er^ offered 
to deliver up to me books and other property to the full 
anK>unt of what he owed me, if I would pern^it him to. go 
' off. The iuljb which I had ta prevent Mr. Mathews from 
-hjittg by his flight, induced me to refufe. Mr. Mathews 
had bailed this unfortunate man when ^rTt^tA iox publijbing 
the Addrefs of the Society of United Irijhmem to the Volun- 
teers. My wifli to ferve this worthy man, however, prov- 
ti^ fatally injurious to me, and o£ no Cerv ice to him. I fucceed- 
cd in bringing back to Dublin with me the objed of my puf. 
fuit ; but the law did not permit Mr. Mathews to detain him 
in pri(bn< He was declared a Bankrupt ; went through his 
' three exam'mations before th^ Commiffioners; but in con- 
fequenceof fecretihg a part of his property, and being fworn 
againfiby th^ Affignees on that account, he has fled, and # 
never received a fxperice from that day to this. 

On Friday the 5th of April, the Secretary, Mr. M. 
Dowling being abfent, and having with him the papers of 
the preceding nijghi's proceedings, which he had not en- 
tered upon the Society's Journal, a Secretary pro tempore, 
aSed for the cvenin^j and no report was made from, the 
Committee of Conftitution 00 the cafe of James Napper 
Tandy ; nor was there any report from the faid Committee 
tm^hecafc of W. P. Carey. 

On 
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'On Friday the 12th of April, being the. next iriecting, 
Mr. M. Dowlin^ attended as Se:i*eta:y9 and declared that 
|he Committee of Conftitution was not prepared to report 
pn the cafe of Mr. James Napper Tandy. He alfo de- 
clared that it was not prepared to report on the cafe of 
W. P. Carey, and that Us report on bptb cafe^raufl be pod* 
poned. ' -' 

On .Friday the 19th of April being the next ejifuing 
meeting Mr. MATTHEW Dp\Vl-iNG,the fecretary, 
r&Te and reported fron) the committee ofconftitution^ ** that 
the committee was of opinion that the prxifcription of James 
Napper Tandy, was owing to his ^^ealoiis attachment to thp 
public caufe, which the Society of T7nited Irilhnieh was 
l>ledged to fiipport— it therefore became >i part of th^ Spcie-- 
ty?s duty legally and conftittitionaMyto fiipport James Napper 

Tandy, under the perfecntion raifed againft him** ' O n 

this report the queflion being put by the Prefident — '.t paiT- 
ed unanimouflv. Mr. MATTHEW DOWLING then 
a^ain rofe, anci having firft ftated that Wm, Paulet Carey 
had been arrefted for pubiifhing the Addrefs of the Society, 
to the Volunteers, on the mght of the 29th of March — he 
proceeded to report from the committee of conftitutidn— . 
H That it was of opinion, the fame reafoning which ap- 
plied to the cafes of MeflTrs. Rowan and Tandy, and 
Meffrs. M*Donnel and M*AHifter, the Printers arrefted for 
diftributinsc and publifliing the Addrefs of the Society of 
'United Irimmen to the Volunteers, alfo applied to the cafe 
of Wm. Pauliit Carey, arrefted in like manner, fur pubiifh- 
ing in the National Evening Star, of the i8th December, 
1792, the faid Addrefs of the Society of United Iriftimeri t© 
the Volunteers.'^— The Prefident put the queftion on this 
report, and it pafled unanimoufly— -—— 

On thefirftday ofthencxt'Term, aftcrlhad been arrefted, 
I called on Mr. Mathews, as one of my bail to attend him into 
court 10 ftand my trial. Mr. Mathews was unv(eU» and in 
bed. He begged me to caH to Afr. M. Dowling, as the 
society's agent to know what was requifite to be 
done. I accordingly went to Mr. Djwiing's hoi^fe in 
Longford-ftreet that morning. I fiiw there, as well as I can 
how rccollcft, Mr. Dowftng'S brother, and if I miftake 
not, a refpeSablc citizen, a relation of Mr. Dowling. I 
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waited fomc tiroe, and at laft faw Mr. Dowling himfclF. 
I requeued to knov in what manner Mr. Mathews and % 
were to conduS ourfelvcs relative to my furrendering that 
day to take my trial. Mr. Dowling informed mt that the 
three firft days of Term were employed in Roiitins bufi- 
ncfs, but that he would h^ye fpme notice when my trial 
would come on ; and requefting to know where to fend to 
me I direSed to Mr. Maihcws, who was equally in- 
tercfted with myfelf in the bufincfs. On my return tcj 
Mr. Mathews, 1 mentioned this anf^er of Mr. Dowli,n^s 
and begged of him, as I could not appear abroad with 
fafcty, to call himfelf on Mr:Djwling if he did not hea^. 
from him In a day or two. Mr. Mathews promifed to dp 
fo, and alfo to caHonnie to let me know \yhen he was to. 
accompany me to dourt to ftand my trial. When Mr: 
Mathews called on me, he told me, as well as I can recol- 
left now, that he hadfeen Mr. Dowling, or Counfellor 
Mac Nally, or BoiA of them in Court, arid that either or 
both had told him not to be uneafy, as he would have due no^ 
tice for my appearance to take my trial. 

April 28th, being Sunday, Mr. Mathews accompanied 
XTit'to' CotmJiNqr Emmefs houfc at StephenVgreen. The 
purport of our vifit being to apply to that gentleman as a» 
United Irifliman, and one of the Committee of C^^ftitu-^ 
tion, on my fituation withrefpefk to my two fiireties, Mr; 
Mathews and Surgeon Wright, as I had fears that the pe-- 
jialty might be forfeited through our not knowing when 
" to appear in court. I alfo wifhed to know wheth(6r the com^ 
mittee of conftitution could not procure me by a motion in 
eourt, a proteSion from further arreft, while going to, and 
Coming from my trial, and I was defirous to' inform that 
gentleman of the circunaftancc already mentioned, which I 
was acquainted wjth by feveral perfons, that a WRIT of 
Capias being the firft ftage in the Procefs of Ott^/awrj?— was 
' it that time out againft me, through the Lawyers of the 
Society ncgleSing to fulfil its folemn engagement legally 
and conftitutionally, to fupport n^e, in cafe of the profecution 
againft me for the publication in the National Eveliing Starj^ 
November 3d, 1 792, of the Belfaft Rejoicings, oq ac- 
count of the defeat of the Duke of Brunfwick. We were 
informed that Counfellor Eitimet was not within, and «f 
.i\ '■} courft 
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jGcwitfc we were difappointed in our intention of coo- 
fulting hinn. 

On the 5th of May, the enfuing Sunday, I called on Mr. 
Mathews ip accompany me to CounfeHor Emmet, on the 
purpofe already mentioned. Mr. Mathews not being with* 
in— I called by myfelf to Mr. Ernnict's, and faw that gen- 
tleman. I confuked him oi\ the point already ftatcd— He 
informed me that a motion, grounded on an affidavit, could 
be made in court to obtain me prote^ion, going to and com* 
ing from my trial, and that he would enquire into it-^alfo 
that he would enquire into the circumftance of the CAPIAS 
out againft me, and with refpeQUo my appearing in court 
with iny twofureties, he was of opinion, that other perfons 
being finl to be tried on fimilar charges, I would ha«c 
timely notice, by their being called on to take their trials. 
■ ■ ■ I am not certain thit I did not write on the bufmels in 
qucftion to CounfeHor Emmet, previous to the 5ih of May* 
5^y reafon for (calling on that gentlemail was, that I efteem- 
ed hinitobeaman of integiity and hpnour; one who had the 
charaSer of the Society of United Irilhrnentoomuchathean 
to permit any violation of its folemn engagement \n favour 
of one or any of its members*— 1 was of opinion that if by 
any neglef^, fqch violation hai occurred, he would be thi 
tnoOt zealous to inflitute an enquiry into it, and to induce an 
immediate reparation. This alfo was Mr. Mathews's opi-* 
hibn of Mr- Em'Ti^t* ^* is my opinion dill, but I lament 
that Gounfejior Emmet has been deceived, at lead I am 
willing to think fo. If this was not the cafe, 1 am 
pf opinion he has too much good fenfe not to dif- 
cern, that after J had <mce offer ted ** the Society had vio^ 
lated its engagement in my favour^^^-^ii open enquiry in the foci 
of the Society ought i^inudiately to have been moved— 
Whether' /aid charge was jujily founded or not / This 
tirould have been the jufl mode to proceed. Had the charge 
been provfd well-founded *y juftice muft have taken place Jn my 
fffoour. Had it proved unfounded, I muft have been fo«- 
demned, and the Laivyers of the Society muft have been flr- 
quittid. On the contrary, it will be found that the Law* 
yers who flood charged with being the caufe of the violation 
of the Society*s engagement^ w^re th^ very perfont who op» 
pofed any enquiry into the hufimfs. 
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On the — — — of May, 1793, afmoft FIVE 
MONIUS after CAPIAS had been iltiied againft me, it 
appears a writ of ALIAS, a fecond ft age in the Procefs of 
Outlawry, was iffued out agai?^ me, IN CONSEOJJ ENCE 
Of THE SOCIETY^ OF UNITED IRISHMEN'S SO- 
LEMN ENGAGEMENT, LEGALLY and CON- 
STITUTIONALLY TO SUPPORT ME under 1 HE 
PROSECUTION AGAINST ME, for PUBLISHING 
in the NATIONAL EVENING STAR, of November 
3d, 1 792, an account of the BELFAST REJOICINGS 
/ir ike retreat of the IXJKE or BRUNSWICK, copied 
from the Northern Star, being further continued to be TO- 
TALLY NEGLECTED by the LAWYERS of the 
COMMITTEE OF CONfSTITU TION. 

About this time I might be faidtb be in a fituation dan-? 
gCTOus enough to make any man fly from his ^prcties and' 
country for the f refervation of hlmfeff and family. By the 
failure of the perfon to whom I had fold the Paper, I was 
deprived of every means of fettling with thofe to whom I 
ftood engaged. 1 faw PROCESS of OlJl LAWRY delfl 
herately proceeding againll me, iruconfequence of the vio- 
lated engagement of the public body which had been the 
immediate caufe of my ruin; and the opinion of every 
perfon i?vas, that heavy fine, * imprifon^ient, or perhaps 
tranfp rtation would be the fentence which l rriuflf meet for 
publifhing the Addrefsof that Public Body td ^he Yofun- 
teers. 1 however did not fly— rl "fliU had fon^e reliance on 
the honefty and fpirit of the men of bufinefs in the Society 
of United Irifhmen. I faw enough to triake tne fufpeS the 
honefty of fomeof its Leaders — but ftifl I hoped the general 
fcnfe of the body would vindicate its own chara^er, and 
domejuftice. Above all, I thought of the two worthy 
men who were my fureties, and every alarm for myfelfwas^ 
forgotten. I made it a point to fee Mr. Mathews once or 
twice a weet, to (hew that I was ready to attend him to 
Court when he might think proper. This was neceffary, as 
1 had taken a place in Giaflfnevin, which was too far from 
town for the good old man to call to fee me. In this plea- 
. faht village under the name of Mr. Brown, which 1 had 
taken to elude enquiry — with the fentence of a court hang- 
ing over me — a warrant out againft me—and th profpcft of 
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« f>THbn before fne, utterly abandoned by the party which haii. 
hurried me to mi n, I paOed a fummer of anxiety witliout 
^pe^ and of difBculties, without a fingle friendly refource^ 
but. what arofefrona my pwaexerlion?. 

Ai this time the newfpapers made mention of a motion 
being made, or intended to be made in Court to e^onerae^ 
the bail of Mr.ilOWAN, in the cafe of his arreft, on a 
charge for diftribuiing the Printed HtmdbilU^ faid to contain 
^feditiwsWel^ an^ averred in a refokition of the Society ef 
United Irilhfoen of the a3rd December^ 1 79 Zy to be the Ad^ 
cJFefs of that Society to the Volunteers. I do not know 
what was the iflue of thai nfiotion, but it gave me at that 
limey a hope of prp^uriipg the exoneration of my two friendly 
Mr. MATHEWS and SURGEON WRIGHT, after 
which I faw no other mode of efcaping^c but that of flying 
with my family out of the kingdom* 

Accordingly on the ift of June, \ 79 3^ I called on Mr. 
Mathews, who accompanied me to the hooTe of Counfellor 
SHE ARES in Baggot-ftreet. On our firll rec^efting to fee 
hina-«-we were defired to call in an hour.--- We called twice 
again^ and the third time faw the two Counfellor She»res's. 
I then in thfprefence ^f Mr. Mathews ^ explained my fituation 
to thefe gentlemen, as members of the Society of United Irifb - 
men and Lawytrsy either 0/1, or conned ed with^ and capable 
^finfiuencing the COMMITTEE OF CONSTITUTION. 
I informedthemof a WRIT of CAPIAS having betn iffued 
againft me— *on account of the Society of United Iri/h^eii'$ 
folemn engagement, legally and conilitutionally,^ to fuppon 
me under the profecution, for publifhing in the National 
Evening Star^ oJFNov. 3, an account of the Belfaft rejoicings 
for the retreat of the Duie ofBrmfwici, being utterly neglefi^ 
ed by the committee of coollitution. I proceeded to inforra 
them that a WRIT of ALIAS, the SECOND ftage in the 
PROCESS of OUTLAWRY, had been iffued, and waa 
then.cut agarnft roe.*— I ftated the circumftance of my pub- 
lifhing in the National Evening Star, of the i8th of Dec, 
1 792, The Addrefi of the Society of United Irifhmen to the 
Volunteera— and the cbnfequent lofs of my eftablilliment, 
with the failure of the perfon to whom I had fold the newf,. 
paper, which produced my total incapacity of fettling with 
the perfons ta whom I was und^r engagements— and then 
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pciiig into the purport of my vJfit, I t^intMy thtrttfed ot 
ihtfigtntkmcn to exert their influence iMith the Lawyers 
of the bommittee of ccr^flitution, to have a mot ton made in 
court to exonerate Mr. Mathews add Surgeon Wright, the 
iwoperfoiM who had fikiified me when srreded;- for pdbiifli- 
ing the A(kfre(s of the Society ot United Irifhmen td the Vo- 
hmteers— and if that could not be done, I as earneiliy en^ 
freiied that t^'ey wotild make imiAediate enquiry into tlie 
tiotaiion of the Society's engagerhent to fuppcMTt me under 
the profecution for the publication of th^ Belfaft rejoicineis. 

In fvply to what I had (lated, CounfeAor SHEARES, 
SCNR. declared, that the ill-4reatment which I had receiv- 
^d from the Socrety of United Irlflimen, wad a yf 0/11 of the 
BLACKEST DIE uY^oaits chara^er, and thMtfhehaJ 
recrived fitch bafe and utmerifed ill ufoge from it, he would 
not hefitaU a moment to drag tht Soehty of United Irijkmtn 
Brfore the PubiiCf and that he would give it up to the itifamf 
whieh it dejerv<d^ by fuhUJbing its want of honejly h the jw- 
ffort. He app^aredto C^ax witha flron^degree of feeling and 
« fenie of indignation^ excited againft thoCt who ha^ nrntolr-^ 
ed and abandoned me, and he promifed to exert htmfdf 
fn the Society at the ne^t meeitng-^nd to (lie his influence 
with the Lawyers of ^eCommtfteeof GonRitutioh to in- 
dtice imnfediate en(}uiry into the caufeof tlie ttegledor vi- 
olation <>f the Society's engagement to fupport me wider 
Che profecetioA for the article fiom the Nortlwrrf Star, as he 
feared that the motion to exonerate n^y bail, ehher was iiH 
formal, or Wotifd be unlbccefsfuf, on accettht of the alias 
n^ainft me which 1 mentioned., COUNSELLOR SHKARES 
JIWIOR, agreed irf all i/ie fintimMf of kif irofher', fe^m-: 
ing to feelftill more wAf<m}y nvf ilU4rmtment/ He promif- 
ed to ^xeft himfelf to enquire #heth^roi^ tKSttx motion ooyM 
fee m^de in due courfe to e»>nefate mf hd4 furetiti in the 
traffe of my arreft for the AlJIORESS to the VOLUNl. 
TEERS. He aJfo promifed that he wotifd himfelf at the 
next mt&Hng of the Society be the mover of an enquiry in- 
fo the viofation of the (biemfl errgagemeiitof the Society to 
fupport me utider the profeciition ifor the account of the Bd- 
faft Rejoicings from the Northern Star. And he conclmled 
with a promife to call at 12 o'clock in two days after alt Mr. 
Mathews's houfe, io infarm him of the ifliie of bis en- 
quiry 
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quity relative to the formality ot infcrmality of the motion 
which we wiihcd to have made in Court for the exoneration 
of my two fureties. Mr. |/Iathews left his Addrefs for 
thatpurpofe with Mr. Sheares. 

On coming away, Mr. Matifezuj congratulated me on the 
xeal and fpirit with which thefe two gentlemen entered into my 
buiinefs. 1 alfo felt high fatisfadion from their zealous man- 
ner and the matter which fell from them. I am ftil! of opi* 
nion thefe gentlemen fincerely meant to ferve me, and that 
they felt a ccnvidion tha^ Ihad been moft hardly treated. If 
they have fmce joined the coalitiini againd me, I am willing to 
think tKey were firft deceived by the real authors of my ill- 
treatments—and that they afterwards had not courage^ to re- 
cede from their error, but chofe rather to perfift in treading 
down a man whom they deemed already fubdued by the 
misfortunes which furrounded him. 

On the day appointed by Mr. Sheares, junr. Mr. Mathews . 
(laid within from particular bufinefs to receive his viflt, but 
the hour appointed paflTed away, and Mr. Sheares did not 
come, nor did he come that day, nor the next day, nor 
after. I called on Mr. Mathews, and learned thiscircum- 
ftance, which was an additional difappointment to us both 
from our mutual opinion of that gentleman's zeal and fince- 
rity» 

Some days after I again called on Mr. Sheares accompa- 
nied by Mr. Mathews : Ab before, wcfawjthetwo bro- 
thers. Mr. Sheares junior, made fofne flight apology to 
Mr. Mathews, for having neglected his appointment of 
calling on him.- -I again expatiated on the cruel treatment 
whjch 1 received from the Society of United Irifhmen, and 
declared that the circumftances of the times, the poftporie-' 
ment of the trials, and the political connexions of the > 

T .' ,\. together with the nature of the publication. 
Ibr which I was to be tried, left no room to hope for acquit- 
tal. On the contrary, it was the general opinion that I. 
ibould meet wiih a heavy fentence of fine and imprifon- 
ment, which latter, through my difability of paying the 
former, might only terminate with my life. All I fought 
from the Society was extrication irom the dilemma in. which 
it had involved 'me— after which, I muft, of neceflity, quit 
the country. The elder Mr. SHEARER ^-ain fpoke in 
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terms of the ilrongeft dirapprobatlon of the treatment whicf^ 
I had met with, and agreed with me that there was everf 
probability of my being fentenced to a heavy fine and impri" 
Jonment, for publifbing the Addrep to^ the Volunteer S'^hot 
he repeated his fears^ that the motion to exonerate my two 
fureties^ would prove unfuccersful, on account of the Capias 
and other fucceiTiTe writs of Outlawry out agaioft me, as 
fpecified through negleft of the Society's engagement. He 
promifed at the next meetings to agitate the matter ^ and 
the younger Mr. Shea res alfo pledged hinifelf to move at thet 
next meetings an enquiry inta the violation of the Society^ s 
engagement relative {.o the artkle copied from the Nor- 
' Ibern Star. 

At the next meeting of the Society of United Iriflimen^. 
1 attended with Mr. Mathews. The two Gounfellor 
SHEARES's were alfo there ; but to our aftonifliment they 
did not keep their promife of moving an enquiry info the violated 
engagement of the Society^ nor did they mention a word of it j; 
on the contrary, they (ecmed to wilh to avoid turning their 
eyes to that part of the room where Mr, Mathews and I 
fate, only once noticing us 'by a cald and confirainedfalute 

I could only account for this extraordinary condu^ in- 
tfiefe gentlemen in one way. It appeared to me that when 
they made a promife to me in the prefence of Mr, Ma- 
thews,^they v/tvcftncere. But that Tome other Lawyer or 
Lawyers of the Society, who were for fecret reafons inter- 
efted to induce the Society to defert me,, had by mifirepre^ 
ffntations or otherwife, worked on them to occafion tfreir 
breach of promife to me. 

1 was' at this time enabled to form fome cwijefhire what 
^ok fecret reafom were,, from the nature of the oppofition 
made to a motion which I brought forward-in the fociety 
*— " That the Commit tre, o^ Correfpondence fhould be or- 
cfered to write to the Societies of United Irifhmen in differ- 
ent parts of the kingdom, to requell their co-operation in 
piorrK>ting a fubfcription to be applied to fupport the LI- 
BER lY OF THE PRESS." — This motion was fupported- ] 
by Ccmnfellor Emmet on the general principle of the necejfify ^ \ 
of fapporting the Liberty of the Prefs-^hutl obfervcd that 
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jie enforced the propriety of writing to »/A<r fideties <^ 
the fubjeS, by remarkijpg that the exertions of the fociety 
of United Iriflimen of Dublin muji' be confined to the fullifl- 
ing one engagement which it had entered into of fupport- 
ing its members thea under confinement .——^Couofel- 
jor Mac Nally who oppofed the nfode and principle pt the 
fMtiot^-^agreed with Counfellor EmmH that the foci^ty?« ef- 
forts muft be confined to x\\t fulfilling its engagement to their 
flottourahle and worthy Prefidenf ther? under confinen^ent. 
It will perhaps he a matter of furprife to fome unacquainted 
with the prefent chara^er oi public parties^ to hear that in 
the oppGtfition made to fuch a falutary motion, in a fociety 
founded on tht profeffed principles of xht United Irijhmen^ it 
was obferved by a leading member'^** That the Jupport of 
the FREEDOM of the PRESS was a meafure /ai? en- 
Jarged for the Society."— rNotwithftanding the oppofitim of 
jhe Leaders f the general conviaion of the Society" was fo 
iftrong in favoiir of the rnotion, that on a divifiofi, there 
appeared 17 for the motion, only 18 agcunfi it. Being 
by that time fenfiblcof the pernicious ^nd prejomi^nt fpirii. 
of commiiti^^ the Society in contefts againft I^w, I again 
brought forward the motion at the enfy^ing meeting, only fo 
altered as I hoped would do a^ay Gounfellor Mac NaUys obr- 
]c3ion J fubftituting for the words-^^* to be applied to thfj 
fupport of the JL/^f r/v ©/"M^ Pr<?///'— thefe— ** to be ap- 
plied to the fupport of Juch members of the fociety as are^ ok 
may be involved in profecution ly any of the publications of the 
fociety.^' It met however flill with the oppofnion of the 
Lawyers, Counfellor Mac Nally urging with great forcip 
' that the Society had entered into an engagement too fokmn to 
be violated^ too honourable not to be p^rfifted in with fpirit 
andeffeS, as entitled to />wr conficjeration. This engage- 
ment was to fupport their honourable and worthy preftdent an4 
fecretary. To fulfil that engagement, every effort of this 
ficiety^ and all fubfcriptions which might be entered Jntoj 
ought to be confined. .On a divifionl loft the motion by 4. 
After this I was no longer at a lofs to difcoyer the caufe of 
the (ocietf^ violated engagement. I becanie fenfible it was 
fomething more than neglect and began to form a clear opi- 
nion of the quarter in which it originated^ Thus by the ap- 
plication of every effort of the fociety to: one cafe — the ad- 
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miniftration of the fociety appear very conftjlently to afltgn 
their tender regard for its folemn engagement to the Honoura^ 
hie Simon Butler ^ as a reafon for their violation of its fo^ 
Jemn engagement to the pointer Carey! Another injiance of 
the profejfions hy which a few artful men have contriired 
to make a number of honed welUmeaningcitixens, infome 
meafure their Jilent accejfaries for nearly a twelvemonth, in a 
deliberate fcries of injudice. 

It is to be remarked that when I made the motion to 
** fupport the Liberty of the Preis," I was not then a prin-- 
ter. I prefaced my argument en that night, with an obfer- 
vation— ** That while I followed the buftnefs of a printer^ 
althoQgh I experienced the want of a proper fupport ^ yet 
I had 110/ brought forward fuch a motion through delicacy, 
I did it with confidence Mfw, when J had ceafed to be a Prin- 
ter, becaufe I could not be fufpeSed to have anyfelfifh inte^ 
refl in it," &c. &c. 

The refleSing reader will not fail to notice the circum- 
ftance that the 4blemn engagement of the Society of Unit- 
ed Irifhmen to fupport me under the profecution for the 
article from th^ Northern Star, took place in November, 
1 792, and that the Society's engagement to fuppqrt the 
Honourable Simon Butler, did nqt take place till near five 
months ^after, in March i 793 ; yet we find the printer, 
with every right of priority^ of reafon, and of jufiice, fet 
afide to confine every effort of the Society to fulfil the latter 
engagement, whiletheyirwfr wasnot mtrtly forgotten ; but 
every attempt to induce a due obfervance of it covertly an(^ 
deliberately refifted, mifreprefented and fruftrated, " 

Before tHe expiration of the T'fr/w in June I793> ** * 
meeting of the fociety, I again mentioned to Counfellor 
Emmet, the violation of the Society s engagement to fupport 
ine under the profecution for publifbing the account of the Bel^ 
fafi Rejoicings from the Northern Star, I urged the fliame' 
and 'lofs of public cha,raQer which muft attend the Society 
of United Irifhmen colle^ively and individually fliould (o 
fhameful a conduft be perfifted in.— I declared that although 
very unwilling to harbour an ill opinion of the proceed- 
ings of fome leading meri, yet I was latterly almoft con^ 
firrned in a belief that the violation did not fpring from ne- 
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:glefl, but defign, which gave me many fears led 1 fhouH 
eventually be compelltd to appeal to the public i^i my own 
defence if the violation was perfifted in. I alfo urged my 
wifh and Mr. Mathews'f;, if in due courfe it could be 
done, to have a motion made in Court to exonerate my 
twofuretics in the cafe of my arreft for publiftiing the Ad- 
drefs of the Society to the Volunteers. Mr. Emmet ap- 
-pearecl to me to be much altered in his manner to me, from 
what he was when I firft faw Iiim and fpoke to him pn the 
bufinefs ^t his own houfe. A * cold and negleilful dijiance 
bordering on incivility^ rather the oppofite of his general 
manner fecmed as if calculated to throw at a diftance fomc 
troublefome perfon craving his profefllonal aid in forma 
pauperis. He feemed to eye me while I fpoke to him with 
that kind of fcrutinizing refeive with which a perfon fur- 
veys one whom he deems a complainant without caufe^ or 
whofe ftatemcnt he has been preinformed^ is without founJa^ 
tion. He replied to me in a tone fuitable to his looks and 
manners. Seeming oflFended at my mention of an appeal, 
he faid that " he had been informed^^lht Society was only 
bound to fupport me in me indance," and that ** the Society 
would obferve juftice for its own fake without regrard to 
any other confiderations." The elder Counfellor SHEARI^S 
who w^s a witnefs ta our difcourfe, obferved to Mr. Em- 
Tjiet — ** that Mr. Carey did not fpeak of an appeal, but as of 
a matter which he feared might be rendered ncceflai y as a 
tneafure to extricate himJ*^ This I affured Mr." Emmet was 
lhefa6t; upon which the latter in fomewhat an alteied 
tone, faid be would make immediate enquiry into the foun- 
dation of my complafnt, and there clofcd the converfa- 
tion. 

I have to remark that this was thtfrfl time 1 heard any 
denial made of the Society^s Jecond engagement to fupport 
me. If I was furpri fed at fuch an infinuation I was pleafed 
to find that Mr. Emmet did not aflert it of himfelfy but 
from the information of another. It was to this caufe I attri- 
buted his cool and altered manner. It was ever my opinion 
that this gentleman would not have any thing to do with a 
premeditated a^ ofinjuflice. I think fo dill. It will be ne- 
Verthelefs evident in the fequel that Mr, Emmet's bonoura^ 
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bje principles were not a fufficient guard again(]i (ht artfurmif- • 
xeprefentation of dijbotieji men. They have fucceeded iii 
manning their own want of eflimation with his charaSec 
of probity, as well as with thofe of other men equaHy re- 
l^edable. By what means they fucceed^d^ the Public 
will judge. 

On the" ; 'of June, i 793, almojl 6 months after 

CAPIAS was iffued agalnji me, it appears that'^ a WRIT* 
of PLURIES, a FURTHER STAGE in the PKO- 
CESS of OUTLAWRY ims iffued agalnfi me in confe- 
quenc.^ of the SOLEMN ENGAGEMENTS of the SO- 
CIRTY of UNiTED IRISHMEN to fupport me under ' 
frofecution for tM P^^^^'^^jon of the BELFAST REJOIC- 
INGS from the Noilhern Star, bting further continued 
to Be tjitaUy ncgle^ed by the Lawyers of the Cqm.nittee of 
Conjlituiion of faid fpclety. = ' / T 

Finding that feveral atteippts which I made perfonally in 
the Society to bring on an enquiry relative to its violated 
engagement, were unaccountably oppofed by the mifrepre-^ 
fcntations of the Lawyers of the Society, t felt a lieceiRtj^ 
of my bringing the matter before the body of the Society, 
in a manner more likely to produce the enqniry which I 
fought. In t)rde:r to leaye lio rooni for further mifreprefin^^ 
iation, I took wirh me,' fp^e tinie before the end oftfic* 
Term in June, 1793, the proprietor of the Morning Star 
to a Mr. Rourk, a nismber of the Society oV UNITED 
IRISHMEN, and requeued him to. do nie the favour to 
prefent from me a private note to Surgeon fVright, ont of 
ray bail, and alfo a Upited Irifiman^ as already mentioned.—^ 
In this note which I read to Afr. kourk'm the prefencc of 
th€ Proprietor of the Morning Star, I requefted of Sur^ 
geon Wright to favour me by laving before the Society 
pf United Irifhmen at its next meeting a letter from me ort 
the fubje^ of the Society's violated engagement. This' 
tetter I alfo read to Mr. Rourk in the prefence of the Pro- 
prietor of the Morning Star, and left it unfealed. with Mr. 
Rourk, on his promife that he would, next day wait on 
Surgeon Wright with the private note and letter, amf that 
he would requeft an anfwer from the latter gentleman. 
The following is copied from the original of the letter 
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whfch I gave to Mr. Rcurke for Surgeon Wright to lay 
before the Society. 


Xo the SOCIETY 0/ UNITEB IRISHMEN ^ 
'' DUELIN/ 


Gentlemen, 

In the NATTiONAL EVENING STAR of the 34 of. 
November, i 792^ I nubirth^d an account oJF the BELFAST 
REJOlCrNGS for the French fuccefTes, copied verbatmi 
<?t literatim; from the NORTHERN STAR. On thfe 
8th of the fame month I received a Citation from the At- 
torney General, to (hew caufe before him why an infor- 
mation fliould no/ be -fifed againft me forfaid pubKcation. 
' When thefe circumflances Were publicly known, they were 
referred to the conftderation of the Committee of Confti- 
tntion, on the motion oi Surgeon Wright. The Committee 
of Conftitution reported thefebn to the following purport : 
** That as Taid profecution was commenced againft me for 
fupportifig and difleminatinrg principles (imiiai* to the prin« 
ciples of this Society, it became a part of their duty'ta 
fupport me under that profecution." In confequence of 
this report, the Society itriatiimotifly paflect a refolatton, le- 
gally and conditutionally to fuppbrt me under faid pfofecu-^ 
tion, and relying on the folcmn engagement of the So- 
ciety, and bein^ informed it \jrai5 unneceffafy, 1 forbore to 
engage coun Pel and agent, feelirtg a certainty that the 
Lawyers of the Cqmmiltec of dortftitution of this Society , 
would take every hfieafure needful for my defiance. 

I am concerned to add that \i is now nearly feven months 
fince the above refolution vras pafled, and folemri engage- 
ment entered into by this Society; and it appears, notwitk- 
fianding my repeated applications, that the neceflary ftept 
have Hot been taken for my defence. In confequence of 
which negleS, it appears that from time to time a CA^ 
PI AS and other fucceffive wr/V/ proceeding to OUTLAW* 
RY, have been iffued againft my perfon. If this n^IeS: 
were only injurious to me, it might be deemed of lefs confe- 
< /v ^ * quence 
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^uence, but as it tends to impeach moft materially the ho- 
nour of this Society, and is, as i am informed, etlentiafly 
<onneded with anothgr projecution againd me, I trud it will 
be made the fiibjedof an immediate enquiry. 

The profecution with whidi, as I am informed it is con« 
nested, originated in the following circumftance :— in the 
National Evening Star, December x 8, 1792, I publtihed, 
by order, the Addrefs of this Society to the Volunteers of 
Ireiind, for which publication I was arreded, gave bat), 
and it was decreed by this Society that I was entitled to be 
legally and conftitutionally fupported under this fecond pro« 
fecution by this Society. 

I have fince been informed by many fenfible men, as well 
as by fome Gentlemen of the Bar, and it is alfo my awn 
opinion, from the particular temper of the times, from the 
poftponement of the trials of thofe over whom profecutions 
are pending for publilhing and diftributing the AddreH* of 
the Society to the Volunteers, and from the political con- 
nexions of . , that if L (laud my trial for 

publi(hing the Addrefs of this Society to the Volunteers, I 
(hall be fentenced to a heavy fine and imprifonment, the 
latter of which may end with my life. 

It is jieCeflary that I imprefs upon every member of- this 
Society, that it is my decided wifh to avoid the dangerous 
event of this trial by quitting Ireland, as from my having 
fupported and diffeminated principles fimilar to thefe pro- 
fejfed by this Society, I have drawn down on myfcif the 
powerful enmity bf Government, have been driven from 
my eftablifliment, and became involved in weighty difEcul-- 
ties, all of which circumftances render it abfolutely necefTary 
for me to quit this kingdom; and I beg leave to imprefs it, 
that I am prevented from quitting Ireland only by a princi- 
ple which binds me to meet the ivorft confequences, rather 
than to leave the two perfo^ns who became' my fureties, 
■when I was arretted for publiftiing the Addrefs of this So- 
ciety to the Volunteers,— to pay the forfeit of my non- 
appearance to (land my trial for faid publication. 

I entreat of every Member of this Society fcrioufly to 
reBeft on the ruinous confcqucnccs to me, which muft 
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gwait my imprifonment for faid publication. I fhall be ren- 
dered liable to the confequenccs of the former profecution,* 
and be overwhelmed by other fembarraflments. I earneftfy 
entreat of them ferioufly to confider how far they are fo- 
lemnly pledged to fupport me under an imprifonment for a 
publication coming from the Society, Their fupport of their 
late Prefident and Secretary proves that they feel it cflen- 
tial tp their honour, to their chara6l.r of honefty, and to , 
their claims on public confidence, ,to fupport without dif- 
tindion or partiality, each oi every of their members 
imprifbned for any publication of this Society. 

I therefore mod earneftly requeft of the members of 
this Society that they will be pleafed to order fuch immediate 
fteps as may betieemed neceflary to exonerate the gentlemen 
who have given bail for my appearance to (land my trial for 
the Addrefs of thi$ Society to the Vojunteers" 

I feel it neceflary to add that a report is circulated in the 
Society — " That a motion cannot -be made in Court to ex- 
onerate my bail on account of the CAPIAS and other fuc- 
•efTive writs proceeding to OUTLAWRY againft me, in 
confequence of the negleft of this Society's engagement 
to fupport me under profecution for publifhing the sirticle 
of the Belfaft Rejoicings from the Northern Star," I there- 
fore refpcftfully requeft that this Society will be pleafed 
to order immediate enquiry into the caufes of faid ne- 
glea. 

• I am, gentlemen, and" Ihall ever remain 

a fteady friend to the public intereft, -^ 

W, P. CAREY. 


The above being copied from the £rft (ketch of niy. letter 
to the United Irifhmen, I believe may differ in the wording 
of fome parts from the copy which I gave to Mr. rourk, 
as I never could fornri a habit of literally copying any thing 
of my own writing. It however is the full purport, princi- 
ple and tenour of the latter. If \ miftake not, I took it 
over, ?fier I had finifhed It and read it, for my friend, 
Mr. Mathews, who agreed on the propriety of it in every 

* For the Belfail Rejoicing?. 
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part, and felt the neceflity of cfaiming the attention of the 
Society in thnt manner, from his own immediate knowledge, 
of the dilemma in which I was plunged, and the mifreprc- 
fentations to wh.ch t was liable. 

Some days after I called on Mr. Rourk, and he inform- 
ed me that he did deliver my priva c note, and the above- 
mentioned letter, to Surgeon WRIGHT, and that the lat- 
ter promt fed to confult fome of the lawyers of the Society with 
Tvhom he was intimatey to obtain their concurrence, in lay- 
ing my letter before theSo.iety. — When I heard this an- 
fwcr from SURGEON wright, Iforefaw thatmylctter 
nvauJd not he permitted to come before the Society, I told 
Afr. Rourk that I had a kind of conviSion that means 
would be taken to fupprefs it wholly or to defeat its intenti- 
ons. SURGEON WRiGHT'sdefign of confulting the Id vyers 
of the Society, appeared to me like a Grand Juror's con lilting 
a criminal, whe.her he Ihould prefer bills of indictment 
ag nnft him or not. The letter was intended to defeat a 
combination of certain lawyers in the Society, of which com- 
bination 1 was defigned to be made a viQim. The lawyers 
w!th whom this combination originated, had fucceeded in 
ilrerigthening their defign, by the acceilion of fome of 
their profefllonal brethren, whofe unfufpe6ting integrity 
they abufed by means be > known to themfelves. It was to 
this party th.;t Surgeon Wright meant to apply. To the 
very men who originated thefe unjuftifiable proceedings - 
againft mf , and to others who were unintentional accefla- 
ries in the bufinefs. It required no great degree of political, 
fagacity, toforjfeetherefult of facha confultation. I frank- 
ly-foretold it to Mr. ROURK. This worthy man was willino- 
to think that I migh" he miftaken. He hoped my judgment 
might prove un Founded, becaufe he had hitherto been content 
to take the profeflllons of the lawyers of the Society on trufl:. 
With a good heart, poflefling honefl in:enti<ms, plaia 
found fenfe, juft refle£lions, little leifjre, and much diffi- 
f^ence in public, he had never paid particitlar attention to 
the want of agreement between the profejfed principles of 
the Society, and the conduS of its leadero. A high opinion 
of his probity induced my acquaintance with him, and 
pointed him out as a perfon fit to apply to on cccafion of the 

above-mentionerf 
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above-mentioned letter. His knowledge o: my public con . 
> duGt and principles induced him che.i. fully to undertake to 
do me that fervice. « 

About a week after receiving Surgeon Wrt^ht^s fird an- 
fwer, I called again on Mr. Rourk to enquire the iflue of 
the bufinefs, I found I had not erred in my judgment. 
Mr. Roui'k told me that he had again applied to Surgeon 
Wright to know his deterniiiiation, and that the latter had 
informed him that he had confulted fome of the LAW- 
YERS of the Society of UNITED IRISHMEN with whom 
he was intimate, and that they had agreed in ADVISING 
HIM not to LAY MY ABOVE-MENTIONED LET- 
TER BEFORE THE SOCIETY, 

I'i)elieve my readers will by this time be at no lofs in form 
ing an opnion of the VIEWS and REAL CHARAC- 
, TER of the COMBINATION to which I owe my pre- 
fent difficulties. They muft perceive that the abandon- 
ment which I experienced^ and which a few nrionths be- 
fore might be faid to wear the appearance of UNAC- 
COUNTABLE NEGLECT, now changed to OBVI- 
OUS, though COVERT DESIGN and SYSTEMA^ 
TIC DETERMINATION. A full fenfe of this in 5 
duced me to requeft of Mr. ROURK to fiivour me by un \ 
dertaking to bring forward my letter to the Society' at its 
next meeting, and to move that it (hould be read by the 
Prefident or Secretary. 

This well meaning man who had expreffed and really felt 
for the difficulties in which I was involved, 'was neveri^he- 
lefs^diffident of orginating any meafure in Public^ on the 
fcorcof his being an unconneQed and private mdividual 
in the Society. I did not prefs him becaufe it had oc- 
curred to gie in my converfation with him, that the aftep- 
tion of the Lawyers was roufed by Surgeon Wiight's ap- 
plication to th^m, and that they who oppofed the letter 
mit of the Society, would oppofe it if brought in at that 
time; by which means its intention, which was to in'li- 
lute an enquiry into the negleft of the Society's folemn 
engagement by the Lawyers of the Committee of Confli- 
tution, would be defeated. 

Some 
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Some time before this Meffis. Ridgeway and Symonds 
of London, received fentence of two years imprifonm^nt 
in Newgate f for publilhing the Rights of Man, Mr. John 
Frojl^ an Attorney, of the fame city, received fentence 
of J!x months confinement in Newgate, and to be ftruck ofF 
the roll, for uttering feditious expreffions. On the 30th 
of July, I 793, fome time after the above circumftance of 
my endeavouring to call the attention of the Society to its 
. folemn engagement, Mr. MUlR of Hunters-hill, a Scotch 
gentleman of the bar, was fentenced by the Court of 
Jiif^iciary of Scotland, to he imprifonrd or t ran/ported for 
FOURTEEN YEARS beyond the feas at his Majefty^s 
pleafure, for diftrihuting feditious writings. The principal 
charge againft him being for diftrihuting and reading at a 
public meeting, An ADDRESS from the SOCIETY of 
UNITED IRISHMEN in dvblin, to the DFXE- 
GATES for promoting a REFORM in SCOTLAND, 
dated Nov. 23, 1792, 

-^ The 13 h of September, 1793, the Rev. Mr. FYSCHE 
PALMER wasfeitenced by the Court of Jufticia''y in Scot- 
land to SEVEN YEARSIMPRISONMEN f, or TRANS- 
PORTATION BEYOND SEAS at his Majeji/s pleafure, 
the charge againft him hQin^ t?ie dijiributjon of feditious 
writings. 

In addition to thefc fignal inflances of what I had to ex;- 

peS, if brought to trial, for the Addrefs of the Unitecl 

Irifhmen to the Volunteers, a number of fevere fentences 

took plaae in different parts of England, on charges of 

writing, puhlifbi g, and uttering feditious expreffions. The 

ftrong impreflion which was made upon the public mind, 

by thefe rigorous examples, did not fail to have its due 

fhare of effefit upon me. It was the general opinion that 

I muft appear to ftand my trial in common with others in 

Nov. following. The prifon, which for a twelvemonth had 

appeared a diftant boundary to my profpeQs, already feemed 

open to. receive me, without affording any hope of afpeedy 

terminition of my confinemenr. In this crifis it might be 

expeaed that the REPUTED AUTHOR of the Addrefi 

to the Volunteers, would have felt anxioufly folicitousfor the 

fate of the Printer, whom he had involved in fo dangerous 

a dilemma. It might be expeeted that the lawyers of the 

Committ^p 
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Comm'ttee of Cundiiu ion who had brought forward 
that publication, f'liclioned as leg:.!, would have felt equal- 
ly concerned in my fate. It m ght be expe<5led, even if 
thefe men were by an utter defti.ution of every manly prin- 
ciple, apd a callous depravity of heat, induced through 
felfilli motives '.o a treacherous abandon :ncnt of me, that . 
ftill the great body of the Society, under whofe nam^ that 
pujjl cation had been iflu.d^ wculd have had honerty 
enough to rally round me in the hour of my impending 
peril. If fuch expectations were form:d by the public 
they ware miferab'y difappointed by the event. Far from 
difcharging their duty to me by deyifing fome mode to ex- 
tricate me, the lawyers who had invo'ved me, (enfib'e 
that the ill treatment which Thad met with, began to tran- 
fpire, and would fom be publicly known, felt a conviSion^ 
that they muft either adniit the h& of their having ill treat^- 
ed me, or find out fome excufe for th:ir conduft. From 
that moment it app- ars the very men to whom, in the fiift 
iTiftancc, I owed my difficulties, and who fecretly caufecl 
the violation of the Society's engagem nt, found anecelTtty 
of attcmp'ing to mhifper away my char^^er in their own dt- 
fence Had I been a private inrMvidual they would have 
fucceedcd. Fortunately the publicity of my conduQ and 
principles interpofed a fhield between me and the fhafts of 
calumny employed on ih^ occafion. Difmayed by the ge- 
neral approbation of my character, the cold and timorou> ma- 
lignity of thefe men, never ventured from that darkaefs 
which befriended it— They appeared in the fituation of 
the perfons alluded to, in the following ;fins lines of 
J^^fei ••■■■-' 

^ ** Witting to wmnd, but yet aftaid to ftrike. 

They hint afault'^znd hejitatedijlike ; 
Damn "whhfaint praife — aflent with civil leery 
And wthout fneering^ teach the refl tofnetr'"* 

The mod galling confiderafion which the profpeQ of a 
prifon occafioned . to me, was the unavoidable neceflity 
wliich it would impofe on me, of depending on the leaders 
of the Society of United Irifhmen. As, without ftooping 

to 
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W cbiain ihcir rsvrii, I mud fofFerabindonmcil in Conline- 
ment. Tie f^1ct£X^ or ''allure of any mcafure r^ropof d in 
iheS.ciet^, btinp invaiiabl. determined ^by ihe .npjjort or 
oppofi ion whi'.' it ieteiv<d from them. I fVii much u.iea- 
fintrsfioi.aicfleai n that I <ould not havt- a cenain y of 
acdniinuance o"anv k nd of b'_fincrs in a prifon. At that 
lime ihe li-aders of t!.e Society of United Irilhm n made 
louif com; laims of the want of fprrit in t;e P, inters of [he 
Dublin Ncwfiapers, declaiing that ih.-y could not get any 
one (fihem'o print orpubliOifor them They aifohad'ii in 
ccniem plat ion lo raifc a fubf.rrption of n oil. lo fet on 
foot a rcwfp per under their cw direfl'ii, Theirplan 
wao to fix upon ron;e peifon already confined in Ni-iugate to 
b? the Printer and Pioprietor oT' ihat ,nicii<!ed paper. 
They wtrs of of inion, that a man, -wfa had hft Lit liberty, 
woultl have kfs feait. in printing for them tlian any olhct 

My frif nds who faw a fpcedy pra'pea of my bein ; fcm 
tcnctd lo tonfinement for ihe Addrefs to the Volunteers, 
detmcd [he intention which I have juft rrenti-^ned, might 
afford an opportunity of my fetttng on foot fome perma- 
nent bufinefs, for the fuppoit of my family, previous to my 
impriri.nm'"nt. Thcv did not mean that I (hou'd run atiy 
further riJk by pubiifhing any thin^ contrary to my own 
judgment. But they were of opinion that ih? leaders of 
the fncirty would feel afhamed not to give me the prefe- 
lence in theirphn, and that Icould repay them by printing 
for them, fuch papers, as I might deem fofe, or if -more 
agreeable in caf)>, at my own future convenience, 

1 had purchafed a new Prefs, frames, and cafes, during the 
Turomtr. I had remaining in my pofftffic^n a new font of 
letter, formerly intend, d for the Naiiona] Evening Star. 
With tlicfe and my apprentices, a veiy fmalf fum would 
enable me to commence a newfpap r. Added to mvown re- 
foiirc(8, Ifoundlftiould only want ONE HUNDRED 
POUNDS to publirh the firft number. 

On ihisoccafion I called on Counfellor Rice, who was 
of opinion that Mr, Rowan's influence rendered him the 
PTOpcreft p.Tfon loapplyto, I was myfelfof opinion than 
Mr. Rowan'i influence could haic effeaedagreatermsxfure 
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that which I proposed. But I own I placei! fmall reliance 
on his exei tions, from my knowledge, that he afted lef* 
.frcm his own good fenfe, than from the advice of fome of 
the lawyers who formed his council. My principal rea(<m 
iu writing to Mr.-Rowan at that ti re was, .that I might 
not have any caufe to reproach rayfelf with leaving untrie<l 
any jufl means to free myfelf from any fu.ure dependence 
on the Itaiersof the Society. 

When it comes to be confidcred that the requeft of the 
loan of one hundred pounds from the funds of the Society 
was made by a man who had been fo materially a fufifererby 
that focict^-— and who was about to meet the fentenceof a 
court, of fine and imprifonment, for an a6lof that Society, 
It will perhaps be confideied no very extravagant requeft. 
But when we ac'd to this, that the purpofe to which this 
fum was to be applied> was the affifling to found a popular 
neivfpaper — and alfo when we confider that the leaders of 
the Society of United Iriflimen profefs to fet fo high a value 
on the Freedom of the Prefs, and at that moment complair-- 
ed of the want of a ncwfpaper to infer t their writings in 
— We might be totally at a lofs to difcover the nature of the 
ehje^ion offered by the leaders to fuch a propofai. 

But it appears thar the fame reafcns which were urged 
by Counfellor MacNally inoppofition to the motion which 
I made in the St-ciety, " To fet on foot afubfcription tofup- 
fort the liberty of the Prefs*^ — f rmed an infurmountabc 
oWhicIe to the propofai which I fubmi ted to Mr. Rowan, as 
will appear by Mr. Rowan's anfwer to my letter, whicK 
Counfellor Rice did me the favour to deliver to him. The, 
fuperfcription of that gentleman's repiv was direSed to 
W. Browne, (the name by which I then went) GlafTnevin, 
near Dublin. The contents of it were literally as follows : 

Augufl%, 1795, 

When I received your letter, or rather before I received 
it I met Counfellor R'ce, who imparted to me the ftib- 
jeS ; I thfen &id that I Jbould not he at the meeting of the Unit- 
ed Irijhmen, and that OTHF.R EXERTIONS taking 
^laceatthis moment^ I feared, as he feemed to fear alfo, that 
ay other propofiticn might be inejfe^ual, 
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It ii VAIN to hold Bul a HOPE of attraainf. tht PUBLIC 
AITEN r^ON, oracju.Wn^ihe PUBLIC SUPPORT^; the ■ 
frrftnt feafon, / think it impo§ibli. The PE'.")PLE arc iWapa- 
thyottirror, and i/c not fee in nlhcr' i profecuHoni thiftreioiing 
farm to themfehet. I will call on you when 1 go lo town, 
which will be in about a foilnight or perhiips Tooner. 


In Mr. Rowan's notf extraoriinar^ I have remarked on 
the difference between the ref/itflful adJreft, " My dear 
Chatnhtri" anJ the uncafamary abruptnefs of" the fiinatne, 
" Ciwcj'."— Here ! have no fuch fault. To the above let- 
ter Mr. Rowan did not fubrcribes^/ own name, nor pre- 
fix mine. Thefe remarks are not metelv fafidioui. From 
the context of this lift note and that of the noie extraordi- 
nary, fovery oppofiie to Mr. Rowan's former and cuftom- 
ary ftile, I confefs 1 thooghi Mr. RoWan hot very warm in 
my caufe. The total departure from his general politenefs 
to cold and negligent, incivility, was tome unaccountable. It 
proved to me that previous to the memorable Tiight 
of exoneration, in Mr. Rowan I had no friend. " The 
other exertions," which he mtntioneH, and his feurr of the 
ill fuccefsof my propofal, added to the decifive expredions, 
" It is vain lo hold out a hope of altraliing the public atten - 
/ion, or acquiring public Jupparl," pointed out to me clearly 
Ihal I could not rely on any fupport from the body which 
had involved me. As I faw it evident that the fame reafon 
would ever be aHigned in order to appropriate the fundt of 
the fociety lo the fupport and aggrandifement of a favoured 
few. I am willing lo think that Mr. Rowan's y?ar/ of my 
propofal failing, did not oiiginate with himfelf, but were 
canfed hy the fuggcllions of othe s on the fubjeS. Perhaps 
the individuals iinmeiHaiely concerned in the '• other exer~ 
lloni," were the perfons by whom he was in6uenced. 

In the above letter Mr. Rowan alTians as a reafon againfJ 
my exertion on my propofal, " that OTHER EXERTIONS 
WFUF. TAKING PLACE AT THAT MOMENT, and 
twn (In« bwer he declares. " IT 'S VAIN TO HOLD 
V ^ HOPE OF ATTRACTING THE PUBLIC 
urln^^II"^^'- ''' '^'Oy R'NG THE PUBLK- SUP- 
, ^IT,/^/^^*^ ^J^ESENT SEAS^ON. / thini it im~ 
f-y-bU. Are not thefe afferiions contraiimons of each 

other 
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other. Mr. Rowan and the kaders of the Society of United 
Iriflimen have too much good fenfe to make exertions without 
hope — where it would be vain to entertain a hopr, and 
above all, where exertion muft be attended with an impojj^bi'- 
lity of fuccejs. It is therefore to be prefumed that hopes of 
a public fupport were entertained by thefe gentlemen in the 
Qther exertions ^hxch-vi^xt taking place at that moment. I 
confefs it appears to me a proof that> /'/ was not from his be* 
Kef of the abfolute impofpfility of obtaining a public fapport^ 
that Mr. Rowan feared to bring forward my propofal, but 
frtm his knowledge that whatever public fupport' could be ob* 
tamed was deftgned to be appropriated to OTHER EXERTU 
ONS taking place AT THAT MOMENT. 

Were I to write to the PRIME MINISTER to foUcit a 
trifling favour from government, and to receive in anfwcr 
from him, ** That he feared it would be vain to hold out a 
hope of atUaSing his Majefifs attention^ or acquiring the 
fupport of tJovernmient at theprefent feafon.*' 1 (hould not 
.be a moment at a lofs to underftand his real meaning. It 
.would be a folly to fuppofe that the great perfenage whofe 
(peech is decifivein the*cabinet, and who has the dirc&ion 
of the ftate, is deftitmc of power to obtain a trivial favour 
for a man whom he has a wifli to befriend. In fuch a- cafe 
^were I. matter of the wooden fivord of Harlequin T'ouchfi^inif 
. which is fuppofed to poflefs the ^ower of compelling every 
one whom it touches to fpeak the truths I would inflantly 
make the minifter ufe a different language. . He mufl: an- 
fwer in honefl EngUfb thus—** / kave the power but not the 
inclination to obtain your wifh— I did not choofe to appear 
myfelf the obfiacle to it, and when I talked of my fears that 
you would not fucceedf my onJyfiars were, that if I brought 
forward your memorial^ from your known charader^ you 
would prove fuccefsful.^^ 

Now every l/nited Iriftman knows what a weight aay 
propoGiion brought forward by Mr. Rowan in that Society 
has had. 1 know of none in which he has ever been unfuc* 
cefsful. 

We ought not to fuppofe that Mr. Rowan aSed from any 
want of feeling, when he fo decidedly cut off every hope of 
a public fupport from the printer Carey, then touering on 
the verge of a prifon^ with' the fent^nce of a court pending; 
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ovcphim. No, Mr. Rowan's feelings, and his Buminiry a^re 
acknowledged. He had at that very peiiod approved hi»^ 
feelings and manly fympathy in the cafe 6( the unfortunate 
viQim, Mr. MUIR, the Scotch Gentleman, who was fen- 
tenced to fourteen years tranfportation to Botany Bay. It 
appears this devoted man had written a letter to Mr. Rowan^ ' 
which / am informed, contained fentiments worthy of an in-^ 
trepid advocate of freedom. It had nothing artificial, no- 
thing of the pedantic energies, the turgid and folemn obfcu- 
rity which didinguiih other produdions of the d^ay. The 
writer poflefled a calm and refolute fpirit, and his peq did 
jiiftice to his thoughts. He did not aifeS to brave the ter- 
rible, fcntence which he inly deplored. He did not conceal 
his fenfe of fo irretrievable a calamity. He neither boaded 
of himfelf, nor placed his refburces in his own courage. He 
defpifed that miferable trick of aflumed infidelity by which 
weak minds fometimes deceive themfelves in the attempt to 
deceive others— that poor device by whrch they feek to eiW 
Mifh an opinion of their fuperior ftrength and difcernment^ 
Scnfiblc that man was created to be depreffed by misfor-^ 
tune, to be elevated by profperity, in his own adverfity he 
fpoke of his reliance on his God. In adverting to his pa/i 
condud with firm adherence to hb principleb, he looked 
forward without defpairupon the rigorous deftiny of his^- 
ture life, mingling the glories of a fuffering patriot with the 
pious reiignation, the humble hope, and the generous forti- 
tude of a believing chriftian.* 

I have faid Mr. Muir's letter was addreffed to Mr. Row- 
an. But I ha\e fome recolledion that it was dired^d to 
him as a leading member of the United Irifhmen, to be 
read to the Society. Of this I am not now certain. Nor 
was I prefent at the meeting when Mr. Rowan obtained fa 
much credit by the Angular propriety and feeling witb 
which he read it. I have been informed, that Mr. Rowan 
not only fenfibly efFeQ:ed his audience on the occafion, but 
was himTelf fo deefify affeSed by the fentiments and fevere 
fate of Mr. Muir, that he was at times fcarcely capable to 
articulate diftin£tly through exceiEve emotion. At thefc 
moments it appears the more eloquent filence of his expref- 
ftve eye, fpoke that concern which his tongue refufed to utter* 

* See anocher Utter of Mr. Muirs' publlflicd in the nnvfpapeVs 
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^tticre is no man more ready than I am to dohonour to tlit 
tympathy expreffed by Mr^Rowan in the cafe of the unjortu^ 
>nate Scotch Gentleman^ Mr* Muir, but I am aftoniftied, and 
know not how to account for his apathy, in the cafe of the 
irijb Printer f Carey, Is it poffible that the libeial nxind of 
Rowan could be influenced by any fuppofed dijlln^ion of 
4'anky between iht.publicjpiritcd advocate, and the well- mean-- 
^ng Printer. Surely it was not merely becaufe he was a 
Scotch Gentleman and an advocate , that Mn Rowan ft it for 
-hi no— but becaufe he had fallen under the fentence of the law 
in his firuggles to ferve the public caufe. But the Pri)Uer, 
Carey, was alfo a fufFerer in the fame c^z^— he had been 
for fome eight ox ten months in a ftate of profcription.^— 
His Majefty''^ Attorney General was faft proceeding" to 
Outlawry z^SLind him in one cafe, and the heavy fentence ot 
a court hung over him in another. This fentence might 
or might not end in tranfportation, or fine and imprifon- 
mcnt for a number of years—and For what was fill this ftorm 
againft him ?— Mr. Rowan and his friends have acknowledg- 
ed ifc- was for the Printer, Carey's having ftr-uggled to ferve 
the public caufe.— After all perhaps Mr. Rowan himfelf 
would be at a lofs lo affign any juft rejifon for the diflFei'ence 
of his conduQ on two occafions fo nearly fimilar. 

Whether the caufe of this apparent inconjUiency in Mr. 
Rowan's feelings was an arifiocratic prejudice or not ; I fliall 
leave it to my readers to judge. I do not think it a difficult 
taik clearly to define it. I (hall venture to remark on its 
^jfe^s.— Mr. Rowan's fympathy in the cafe oj Mr. MUIR 
could produce no beneficial effe^ whatever, to that ill-fated 
man, k coald not recal the terrible fentence of the law. 
That was paft. It was dm], irrevocable. Mr. Rowan's 
fruitlefs fympathy therefore partook of a double fentiraent— 
jikeMn^forthefujferings to which Mr. Muir was doomed-^ 
and aforrowfar his own UTTER INCAPACITY to ^;f/r/- 
cate him. But while he obtained fuch honour by lamenting his 
own INCAPACITY in that Cafe, how could Mr. Rowan be 
come blind and infenfible to the perilous fituation of his bro- 
ther United Irijbman and fellow -foldier^ the printer Carey ? 
Had his feelings taken a turn in favour of the man ofbufinefs., 
he could hzve extricated him. I was not yet brought to trial. 
The fentence of the law was hanging over me, not yet pro- 
munced. U might as I have already (lated^ end in heavy 

• ■ . ' fine 


( XM ) 

fine and hng imprifonmeni^'^v in fentence oj tranfportation for 

I a term of years beymdth^feas^ at Ah Majejly*t pleajurd. It 

wascxpeded by the lawyers of the Society that it would be 

fevere^'Yet iris evident the misfortunes impending over the 

Printer, Carey, had not power to excite Mr. Rowan's 

Jympathy. He made no effort in my favour ; ahhough it 

muft he evident that his interpofition and influence could 

|: have procured the exoneration of my bail, and enabled me 

to cfcape the evils which threatened me. 

Mr. Rowan's feeling for Mr. Muir— wj/ a kind of weeping 
. roer the dead, whom he could not reflore. His apathy in the 
cafe of the Printer, Carey, was a negleSi of the livng fick 
man, whom^he had it in his power to cure. 

By what name would Mr. Rowan call the perfon who, 
with the power of curing, fits by a ftck man without affifi^ 
ing him, l^ut who afterwards weeps over the dead cgrfe 
with the mod pailionate exclamations of forrow f 

Whatkindof fympathy is this which is only excited when 
misfortunes become irretrievable, and when it can be of na 
ufe,'^^vjhich fleeps when it might be of fervice ? 

After all perhaps Mr. Rowan himfelf would be at a lofs 
to define his own principles : not as they appear in theory, 
but as they apply to his particular practice. 

Mud not Mr, Rowan's candour confefs that he cannot 
anfwer me here unlefs with an unpopular argument, exaSly 
the reverfe oj thefpirit and tenour oJ his pr of effed principles as 
u United Irijbman, 2ind out of the peopJc, 

** Let honefi eandour fpeak and own the truth. ^* 

Is it not clear that the whole united powers of phyfic and 
law itt the ibciety cannot fupport Mr. Ronran in anfwer, 
nnlefs they fupport him by an arijlocratic argument, diredfy 
the reverfe of the brotherhood of affe&ion"^^* the identity of 
intereflsy^^^ht commumon oJ right s^^ and the union of power ^"^ 
which every United Irifliman pledges hinifelf, by a folemn 
iefl, to ufe all his abilities and influence to eftabliih. among 
' , every clafs of Irifhmen. " 

It is certain that the bed of men are at times too little 
acquainted with their ^t£/ff motives ^ too indolent to . onf^ilt 
fixed prim^pifs, t^ conftant recurrence to which only can 
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prefsnl to the difcerntng eye of c^idour, that umform pro* 

pri*^:t) which conft.-ures an exemplary chara^ier. How- 

often -lo we miftake that vanity which does guod in order 

to hive its men:s made n popular theme, for that fu^lime 

and ben volcnt patriotifm, which has no other vie but 

tht' pleaftire of ferving the community. The one performs 

in ihe meridian fplendor which it courts. It flies to the 

high places of the city where it loves to exhibit to the croud. 

It deals much in the white handkefchief| the burfting (igh, 

the woful look, and the loud lament^ with all the pathos oi 

fiage tricky all the affeded fei'vour of declamation, fo im- 

preffive upon the multitude. The latter filent, delicate 

and fincere, is didinguifhed by a majedic fimplicity,- an ho* 

norable confiflency. Its impartial fpirit, is not fwayed by 

perfonSf bqt hy principles of juftice from which it never 

fwerves. A ftranger to oftentation, and averfe to parade. 

it feeks not popularity, it ihuns obfervation. In the mid- 

night hour it wakes for the PUBLIC CAUSE— in the ftilL 

nefs of feclufion it plans the PUBLIC WELFARE. Far 

from hunting the bubble reputation as .a reward^ it retires 

within itfelf. It finds in its own nieditations^T-^in the proud 

confcioufnefs of integrity— in the reflediop of talents well 

applied, the nobleft reward which human nature can enjoy 

*— which birth or rank and titles cannot befto^— that pure 

and exalted delight which is ever attendant on the felf*ap- 

probation of a virtuous mindf 

I confefs it is this truly noble charader which I would 
ever wifti to perceive in Mr. Rowan- I repeat it, it is thit 
I firft conceived of him. Byt I grieve that Mr. Rowan un- 
der the direSion of others is not always himfelf. 

There are always to be found a number of mighty good 

fort of patriots, with_their mouths filled with popular griev* 

ancesy and their hea^s with plans for their own confequence. 

Thefe men arc ever firft to decry the reigning prejudices of 

' ariftocracy, to which they are themfelves moft wedded; 

On proper occafions, to men who are not of thf privileged 

orders^ they know how to expatiate upo^ the pernicious 

confequfnce of privileged, orders in the irate. They declare 

that a radical form ought to include an abolition of all unjair 

- diftin^ions, or in their own words, ^.\ A REMOVAL 
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of ABSURD and RUINOUS DISTINCTIONS"— or in 
the demolition of ABSURD and OPPRESSIVE FORMS 
agrainft the COMMON SENSE and COMMON interefis 
of MANKIND/* without which every reformin Yarliamettt 
mujl be partial^ not national ^ inadequate to the wantSj delujive 
to the wijhes^ and infujfficient to the freedom and happinefs of this 
country. (Sec firft declaration and teft of rhe United Ixiih- 
men.) All this folcmnity of proftflion anfvvers very well 
to draw a number of plain and well-meaning men to form a 
club. A more fpecious theory could not be well devifed for 
the purpofc, but in practice it appears thefe men only wage 
waragainJlYORM^, not againft OPPRESSIVE PRINCI- 
PLES, they oppofe^ POWER, in order to obtain it. 
They know how to decry injuftice, and when to adopt it. 
** Abfurd prejudices and ruinous diflindtions^* arc falfe and 
criminal /n oMrrrbut not fo in thenijhes. 

Thus they can call upon fenatorial wifdom to confider the 
MONSTROUS and IMMEASURABLE DISTANCE 
which SEPARATES in THIS ISLAND, the RANKS of 
SOCIAL LIFE*'— ffee circ^ilar letter of the Society of 
United Irifhmen of Dublin. The honorable S. Butler in 
the Chair, 30th December, 1791.) yet after having, as a 
meafure of honour ^ laid alide iha fuppojed dijlance between 
the arijfocratic gentleman and the man of bufinfs ■ they 
Icnow how to flie to it as a meafure of fafety^ in order 
to excufe their fubmitting to a deferved aflFront, which pafftve- 
ly,to endure ^ wouW othcrwife prove a death to their character . 
(See my letters to the leaders of the Society of United irifli- 
men,')— Itfurnifhesoccafionfora triumphal bulletin, that aper- 
fonagein hi^h official ftation chofe to aft as became his dig- 
nity, by refufing to make the difcharge of his official duty a 
perfonal affair with a man no way his irftimate or companion ;s 
but it is highly fowrj^^w// and manly in thefe champions of li- 
berty to ihrink under the RETORT PERSONAL, given by 
an injured man, received and acknowledged by a folemnteft,* 
as their EQU A L, their political aflbciate and military compani- 
on. ( See Simon Butler* s bulletin on occafion of his mejfage to 
a certain nobleman^^sind again fee my letter to the leaders of 
theSociety of United Irifhmen.) It is a daring afluroption 
of power, and a dire ft violation of the liberty of thefubjeft 
in the Houfe of Commons, to proceed againft a* man with^ 
§utfummoning the party c$mplained of to anfwerin his d fence, 

(See 
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(See publication of the United Iriflimen, March 30, 1792.) 
But it is no crime in one of thefe Partifanc, the reputed author 
of a publication which had been the prim€ caufe of a prin- 
ter's ruin, to move the expulfion ftf that printer, on a 
merefunnife of a matter in itfelfhigWy meritorious, without 
fummoning him to anfwer in his own defence. (See Dren- 
nan's motion for my expulfion, Nov. ift.) It is heinous jn 
a fccret committee of the HOUSE of LORDS to attempt 
to queftion a man, or to de/ive evidence from him in his 
own caufe-— but it is exceedingly praifcwor^thy in thefe very 
confiftentpatriots to attempt this pra6kice againft an injured 
man, whom they had combined to infult, vilify, and de' 
grade in the face of the community. (See the publication 
for which Meflrs. Butlfr and Bond were committed to 
Newgate, and again fee the attempt of the two CounfelJor 
Sheares's, and the other lawyers of the Society, to ex- 
tort evidence from me againft myfelf on the night of my 
expulfion.) . His refufal to give evidence againft himfelf, is 
taken as fufficient proof againft an ill-treated printer— the 
rcfufal of others to give* evidence againft themfelves, is ap- 
plauded as highly prudent and public fpirited. (See my 
conduQ on the night of expulfion> and that of Mr. Rowan 
^ before the magiftrate at ^Edinburgh, and that of Dr. Rev- 
nolds before the fecret committee of the Hofue of Lords.) 
In ihort are not the principles and praBice of thefe men 
eternally in oppofition f In what do they difter frpm the po- 
Ktical ihftruments which they affeQ: to declaim fo loudly 
sigainft ?— In their V RTUOUS PROFESSIONS— in their 
fx^>ant of POWER — In what do they refemble them ?— In 
all the pvomintrM^e^ituTes of political Jlmulatian^ if ari/lo- 
eratic infolence without the fhadow of pretenfions to it — if a 
rapacious fpirit of monopoly and unprincipled profufion of 
the public money — of unjuftifiable oppreffion and of child^ 
ifti ambition — of unmanly, cruel and .cowardly caluntny; 
if thefe great qualities conftitute theftatefman, are not fome 
of thefe leaders ill' treated in not being permitted Ipng fince 
to hold a diftinguifhcd pkce in the adminiftration of their 
country. 

Thefe are.the political pharifees who are delighted to hear 
the trumpet of oftentation blowing about in evjry quarter, 
ta extol their public fpirit, their hunrranityand me wtf^«//«^<r 
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of the ohje^ which excites it. A trivial misfortune to a per- 
fon of any rank is to be made a fubjed of general lamenta- 
tion, while the totd ruin and irretrievable calamities of a 
perfon in bufinefs, or father, according to their private Ian- 
guage, of one of the vulgatf are unworthy of the fnulleft 
Confide ration. 

-Thcfe are 1 he political pharifees, who, to lift themfelves 
into confequence upon the fhoulders of the people whom 
they abufc— Cry out ** Wc gladly look forward to brighter 
profpeas— to a PEOPLE UNITED in the FELLOWSHIP 
of FREEDOM*'—" We agree in giving POLITICAL 
VALUE and STATION to the great majority of the peo- 
ple'*-— «- We call upon you therefore to build your argu- 
ments and your anions on the broad platform of the 
GENERAL GOOD"— It is ncceffary to /roW out your hand 
and open your heart to your countryman, townfman, neighbour,*^ 
—Can you form a hope for political redemption, and by 
political penalties or civil excommunication, withoJd the 
rights of nature from your^ brother'*''^** Away from us and 
from our children, thofe peurile antipathies f fo unworthy 
of the manhood of nations, which irfulate individuals, as 
well as countries, and drive the citizen back to the favage."^ 
What do all thefe expreflions mean ? or if they have any 
meaning, is it not ti/iill atid undemable recognition o€ the prin- 
ciple of EQUALITY in each and every member of the So- 
ciety of United Iriftimcn ? Does not the country gentleman 
who becomes a member of that Society, and who fandions 
thefe public declarations, and others fttll fironger in private 
converfations, does he not ftep from the little mount of arif- 
tocracy to the level of Democratic equality ? Does he not 
lay afide 2^ny fuppofeddi/iin^ion which the ufage of this coun- 
try has eflahlifbed between the meer gentleman and the man of 
bufinefs ? Does not the gentleman of phyfic, and the gen- 
tleman of the bar— the honourable gentleman, and the gen- 
Oeman not h(5ttourabIe— Do they not all extend their hands, 
and open their hearts, laying afide every artificial diftin^ ion, 
to their countryman^ tozunfrnan, neighbours and brothers ? Do 
they not abjure all thofe prejudices which divide man from, 
man, and create ** the monftrous and immeajurable difiance, 
which feparates in this ifland, the RANKS of SOCIAL 

* Thefe extract arc copied from the publications of united irisbiiek 
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LIFE ? Ought^ thcfe gentlemen^ wilh any ch^raSer of ho- 
nour or manly fpirit, or confiftency, attempt to refume theji 
diftinSlionSf to fneak behind them as a bulwark^ and to Ihelter 
themfelves by a contemptible and creeping plea of INE- 
QUALITY, when perfonaly committed with a man of buft^ 
nefs, A man approved the friend of libe[ty---receivedas 
their brother, and acknowledged their EQUAL —in that 
folemn tefl: by which they pledged themfelves in the prefence 
^ fi/GOD, to their country to endeavouf tofor\<>^ard a brother- 
hood of affeSion. (Have I experienced it ? j An identity 
of interefts, (In which part of their aftions is this vifible ?) 
a communion of rights, (How comes it that it fliall be 
rtght in the honourable Simon Butler — I\Ir. Rowan — the 
Counfellor Sheares's, &c, &c. to refent what they deem ill- 
treatment, and to expofe a fallliood in the public prints, and 
that it fliall be counted wrong in the Printer, Carey, td do the 
fame under fimilar circumflances.) And a union of power 
amonglriflimen of all religious perfuafions." Of this lall I 
again repeat it that I know of no abfurd prejudice of their own 
rank, which they have laid aftde in their own perfons. 
And their inconfiftent conduct would tempt one to think 
that the union of power which they feek for, is only to ena- 
ble them to tread upon the abfurd prejudices ol a higher order 
to get into a ranky and to obtain a power from which they 'are 
themfelves excluded. 

They praife the faults they have a mind to. 
But damn for thofe they're not incIinM to. 

Thefe are the Pharijaical friends of the People, whofe 
elevated minds require elevated ohjedis to excite their brother- 
hctod ofaffe£iion and fympathy, Thefe are th^y who deem 
courage as crime, and public fpirit of no value, and lofles 
imprifonment, profcription or exile — no misfortune to a 
man of buftnefsy while any of thefe qualities or circumftances, 
or even their appearance in 2i gentleman or an honourable man , 
is to attraS the attention, the applauie, the commmifera- 
tion and the reverence of the multitude. 

What would the leaders of the United Irifhmen fay of a 
few gentlemen under the Firm of " Integrity , National 
Stcurityy and Commercial benefit at tempting to fet up a bank 
upon the principle of parting their own gold coin upon the pub- 
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lie at the full current value, and of allowing but one-twentieth, 
of the current value forallgold coinofFered to them by the pub- 
lic in the courfe of bufinefs ? Can it be imagined that wealthy 
men would fly to lodge their money in fuch a bank, however 
boafted the fecurity might be for the property placed in it ? 
No. The public would immediately fee the tranfaSion in 
its true light. They would change the names of the in- 
genious par;ners in the houfe, Mcffrs. Integrity, National 
SfcuritVf and Commercial Benefit into thofe of Meflrs. Kna- 
very, Infamty, and Impudent Impojition, who would find 
it difficult to perfuade a Angle individual to become a dealer 
on fuch eligible terms. 

Is not this the farce attempted by the leaders of the 
United Irifhmen, who attempt to pafs off the virtuesand no- 
bler qualities of the mind as o«/y eftimable in their $wn perfsns^ 
wh.le theyuverhok or depreciate them sis'if of no value in ot^erf F 
It is in vain thatthefe traders In patriot i/m have opened their 
WAREHOUSE, under ihefirm of UNION, EQUALI- 
TY, and PUBLIC SPIRIT— tiieir befi cujlomers have 
ceafed to vifit the (hop in Back-lane, and the printer, 
Carey, in derifion of their petti jogging chicanery has written 
over their door, the real names of the partners in he firm — 
not « UNION, EQUALITY^, and PUBLIC SPIRIT"— 
but « The JUNTO, LAW, PHYSIC, ARISTOCRA- 
CY, INDIGENCE, and AMBITION." 

But perhaps it may be fald that thefe men who afFefl: 
ftill to embrace the people with one democratic hand, and to 
ftrike them down and repel them to an arijiocratic diftance with 
the other, are themfelves deceived. That they a6l fo from 
the force of prejudice without being aware of it. 

This is only ailigning a caufe for their anftocracy, which 
ftill proves them to be artjiocrats. 

The men who hive fouecht to dift'nsjuifli themfelves by a 
crie of LIBERTY and EQUALITY undefined, and as 
it is applied, imprafl:icable, will be the firil to cry out 
a^ainft a MORAL EQUALITY, whfch is praaicable.— 
What to make virtue equally eflimable in all men ^— -is 
not this to make all men of equal eftimation ? This inference 
is ridiculous. The llandard value otgold being equally fix- 
ed in the hands of the poor and the rich has not made all 
men equally r/V^-— it only make3 every man labour to ac- 
quire 


( «^7 ) 

quire riches. In like manner a ftandard eflimationof public 
virtue being equally fixed, it might not make every man 
public fpirited, tut it would create a powerful incitement 
to public virtue in every man. 

If money were only of v^kie in the hands of the higher 
orders ; the pcafant, the' artifan, t-he jrader, and the mer- 
chant would ceafe to toil for it. Their views would not 
extend beyond the neceflaries of Jife— the lich would be 
punilhed for their monopoly- 
While public fpirit isdifregarded in men of bufinefs, they 
will be defl:i:uteof public fpirit. They can have little Oi- 
mulus'to run a hazard for the common caufe. If, on thi* 
con'^raiy, public fpirit be encouraged and applauded 
in the mafs of the people. The mafs of the people 
will become emulous of the "cliariifler of public 
fpirit. 

I' again repeat it, the very men who cry out, *^ We 
agree therefore in the neceflity of giving political value and 
[iatioh to tht great majority of the people'*'* — and who de- 
clare, ** that unlefs the rights of the whole community be af- 
ferted anarchy (we cannot call it government; muft conti- * 
nue to prevail, where the y?ro«^ tyrannize, ther/VA oppr^ff, 
and the mafs are brayed in a mortar.'*'* Thefe very men^ 
who cry otit, ** If you raife up tl prone people y let it not be 
merely to their \neesy let the nation ftand.^^ Thefe men now / 
as ftrongly oppose this principle of moral equality. They 
fay if isimpoflible!— ^* It can never pervade the mafsof thf5 
people." I aik of them " have they not called upon fenatori- . 
al wifdom, to build their arguments and 'htir atlions upoa 
the broad platform of general good^^ that is up(jn juft princi- 
ples, and I aflc of them is it not a jufl | rinciple— -That 
every man ought to be valued according to the integrity of 
his anions. They muft acknowledge it is fo. Is not ths a 
moral equality ? From whence then lifes the impoflib'litv 
of enforcing it, but from the ^^ abfurd and ruinous diflin^i^ 
msy from the puerih antipathies, unworthy of the manhood 
of nations,^ which ihfulate individuals as well us coun- 
tries, and drive back the citizen to the favage ?" Is not 
the Society of United Irifhmen founded expreflly, to re- 
move thefe abfurd and ruinous prejudices ? How then are 
we to account for the leaders "of the Society oppofing their 
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removal within the pale of the meetings at the Baylor's Hall ? 
Smply becaufe they appear to have nothing at heart but 
to obtain 2,jelfconlfquence^ and thatobjeft would be defeat- 
ed if ^thtir profeflions were o exprefsly defined, as to ne- 
ceffitate them to fetan example to the nation, by removing 
*' all abfurd and ruinous diJUnSlions," within t'iie circle of 
their own meetings. 

Do not thefe men know tha ** the recognition of Irifh iri- 
dependc.ire was declared to be an impoffible attempt ? Was 
not Catholic E- ancipation declared to be impoffible ? Is 
not reform oppofed as impoffible ? Has not every great truth 
been oppofed as impoffible ? 

If ih!s principleof a moral equality be oppofed as impof- 
fible, I a(k what do my opponents rnean by equality ? They 
do not mean a levelling of property. They cannot produce 
an equality ot talents. They do npt mean a political equali- 
ty only for the reputed writer o: the addrefs to the volun- 
teers in that and other of his papers, fpeaks of ** rights'— 
which can neither he bought nor fold y granted by chart er, nor 
f (ft eji ailed ly monopoly— hui which Nature dilates as 
the birthright of all ^ and which it is the bufyiefs of a con- 
llitution to. define, to enforce, and to eflablifli."— (See 
addrefs to the Scotch delegates from the Society of United 
Iriaiir:en) Are not thefe the RiGH IS of NATURE by 
which all men are equal P Yet the fame writer, eternally 
at variance with himfelf, iclls us in the c-.rcular letter of the 
Society of United Irifhmen—- ** Government isinftituted to 
pemedy^ not to render more grievous the natural inequality of 
fhankindj*^ What are we to underftand from thefe contra-^ 
didlory pofitions ? Nothing ; but that political diffimulation 
will ever be inconfii^ent not only in its profeflions and a£ti- 
ons, but that it is impoffible for its profeflions not to con- 
tradiS each other^ Is it not evident to the plaineft capaci^ 
ty, that the writer in queftion has too much elevation of 
mind to confine himfelf to fixed principles, or that his 
fluctuating principles have been laken up to ferve a tempor 
tary purpofe F Another inftance of the fame writers hap- 
py talent at reconciling con trad iStions occurs in the addreft 
to the volunteers---" If our conftitution be imperfeQ:, no- 
thing but a reform in reprefcntation will reflify its abufes ; 
*f it be pcrfeft, nothing but the fame reform will perpetu- 
f ate 
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ate its bleffings/* What fort of a reform is this to l;e 
which is firft to reduce impcrfef^ion to perfection, and then 
to go on reforming as before ? What are we to think of this 
man's intelleQs, who has devifed a plan of reform equally 
neceffary for evil and good? Yet^is' kind of quaint and 
unintelligible pedantry is termed fine writing, and it is by 
politicai reveries ftulied withfuch fublime abfurdijies, that 
the Society of United L iflimen of Dublin, has been reduc* 
ed to its prefcntfituation. 

The DoQor would be de?med a madman who wouU 
gravely tell his friend, ** If your health be dangeroufly 
impaired, nothing but l^leeding and bliftering can remove 
yburmalady ; if you are in perfe6t health, nothing but the 
fame bleeding and bliftering, will perpetuate your health." 
Or, ** If your limb be dangeroufly fractured, nothing but 
amputation can preferve you; and if your limb be not frac- 
tured ; nothing but the fame amputation can preferve you. 

Again the fame writer in the circular letter of the- United 
Irifhmen has the following phrafe, " Are we for ever to 
walk like beajis of prey^ over fields which thofe ance/lors 
gained with blood?" Here the unfortunate Irifh, who have 
ever been preyed upoti^ are co-founded with the ferocious 
people who preyed upon them. And in the fame publication 
^e meet with this fingular mifapplication of terms, ** We 
ee a mutual intoferance and a common carnage of the moral 
emotions of the heart." A carnage of the moral emotions f 
What would the writer fay of a moral fra^ure of the Jkull^ 
or 2L moral murder of the human hodyf Yet thefe expreilions 
are not mpre improperly applied t4ian thofe which I have 
quoted from his own produftion. Are we to wonder 
if this metaphorical ambiguity, has in two years 
done fo little for union, or reform, as to force the 
author himfelf to ^ confefs th?t he is in common with 
the other friends of thefe que(}ions, looked upon by 
the nation as an ** ^ff^d^^ and incendiary ?" (fee addrefs to 
Bond and Butler.) The reafon is, rhetorical flour ipjes 
Were loft upon the multitude, and being liable to many in- 
terpretations, the enemies of leform had an opportunity 
of interpreting as they pleafed, and of affixing the charader 
of republicans and levellers upon the members of the fociety. 

Perfpicuity, which is fo much beneath this gentleman's 
notice, is as eflential to fine writing as truth nndjuftice 
are to morals, and animated expreffion and fymmetry^ of 
proportion, to beauty of countenance and form. To fill the 
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Tn'mJ wiih ideas fuccinctly branching as it were from the 
trunk of a fingle thought is not thj quality of every wiiter. 
We find it in the fimple purity of AdJifon, and the manly 
vigour of Swift. W^ are never at a lofs tor th.^ir meaning. 
Junius, Knox, Blair, Beattie, and Robsrtfon are equally 
fortunate. In our own country and time, Todd Jones and 
Coun ellor lone are happy examples. If the e men are 
worthyofthe praTeof fine writings the author of the papers in 
queflion is unworthy of that repu ation. If he be entitled 
to the praife^f a fine writer, the naiies I have juft men- 
tioned mud defcend to pofterity naked of that applaufe which 
they now receive. They fludied by the graces of compo- 
fi.ion to render lelevated ideas familiar to the plained capa- 
city* On theconrary, in the wrltifigs of the reputed au- 
thor of the Addrefs to the Volunteers, we find obvious prin- 
ciples continually hidden by a cumbrous pomp of orna- 
ment^ and plain thoughts fludioufly elevated into abfcurity. 

To thofe who^affert that it is impofTible to influence the 
NATION to the obfervance of moral equality^ I anfwer, 
that it is perhaps impofliole to make all men true, honeft, 
and virtuous. It do( s not however follow, that th€ Senator 
is to ceafc his druggies for the public liberty, the Magiftrat^ 
no more to punifh dillionedv, or the Divine to neglect incul- 
catirrg the precept* of religion. Although I am fully fenfible 
of the difficulty of influencing the nation by the principle I 
fpeakof, yet, I know tliat the obda iesdo not arife from the 
people \ and, at any rate, I know of no jud reafon to oppofe 
fo fair a principle in the Society of United Irijbmen^ which 
was founded to remo^je ahfurd dijlin^iomy and which has no 
other power but that of redfoH and perfuafion to influence the 
public. If the Members of that Society refufe to lidento rea- 
how can they expeS to influence the public by it ? At 
Court a man of rank may claim fuperior confequence ; or a 
man of family and fortune among his domedics ; and property 
mud ever command a preference in the market for the conve- 
iniences and luxuries f>f life. But in a popular Society, where 
the man of rank, family, and fortune, on becoming a member, 
takes Tifolemntefi of equality^ all other conliderations ought to 
give way to judice ; and every Member in delivering his opi- 
nion, -diould only poiTefs the weight due totbe truth of his ar- 
gument. For ej^ample. When the Hon. Simon Bntler called 
th& then Prefidcnt, Y>v. Drennan, to order, on his refufing 
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to put the queftion on a motion (?u^y made and fecondeJ, 
and compelled Dr. Drennan ■ to ^ifcharge his duty to the , 
Society, by putting the queftion on the motion fo made and;* 
feconded. The Hon. Simon Butler being then right^ was 
juflly fuppor:ed by the majority of the Members prefent. But 
when the Hon. Simon Butler^ as Prefident afterwards, af- 
fumed to him'.elf the arbitrary power which he had con- 
demned in Dr. Drennan, of refufing to put the queftion on 
the motion of Exoneration^ although duly made and feconded^ 
the IVi embers prefeiu were guilty of an unmanly furrendet 
of their , rights, in n:t copying the fpirited conduiSi of Mr* 
,E. C. Kean€, who called the Hon. Prefident to order, and 
reminded him of his own condu6^ to the former Prefident^ 
Drennan, on a fimilaroccafion. Had the principle of moral 
equality been uni^erftood and pradifed in the Society, the 
Members then prefent would have been guided by their owji 
reafon; they woulS not have tacitly affented to what they 
knew to be wrong 'y they w'duld have gloried in teaching Hon. 
Jrrogance, that they were hi earneft in their contempt of 
abfurddiftinSiionSy and an unanimous vote of cenfure would 
have for ever difqualified the fame perfon from again diT- 
gracing the Prefident's Chair, or iiifuhing the Society, by 
oppofmg his own will, or rather hi^ mandate, to the col ec- 
tive will,andfenfeofthe Society. As the Society afiled in that 
inftance, they proved that they were influenced by Leaders^ 
2iXid not by jujl princiblesy and/th.y have funk accordingly 
iniheir own opinion and ihat of the public 

,' Men who place their political faith in words^ may deem 
that an kOi of Pari ament can at once makea people FREE. 
I have no fuch opinion. Unlefs an Aft of Parliament could 
, give men wings, it could not enable them to fly. Tji like 
manner, no a6: of the Legiflature can niake men fre^ who 
have not adifpofition to befree, that i?, who continually fliew^ 
by their thrufting forward individuals into a kind of petty 
Sovereignty y that they look not for freedom^ but a change oi 

mafiers, . 

A cripple confined by incurable lamenefs to one poiition 
in his chair, or a perfo« bedridden by age and infirmity who 
•wbidd complain of the grievance of not being fuffeied by 
bis friends to run- a foot race, would be co^ifidered a fool or 
a madman. . The United Iriftimen,. who tamely beheld 
the freedom of their Society violated by Simon Bwtler, and 

thus 
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thus proved thcmftlves rncapable of cxercifing that liberty 
wlJch ihey poffelTed, ferif^ufly complain of the narrow circle 
towhich their political hberty isabr.dged. Yet thefe men are 
charged with Republican principles I Thefe fclf-enjlaved men, , 
many of whom would doom me to the halter or guillotine, for , 
the unpardonable crime of a republican ctmtemptioi their lead- 
ers, thofe Utile Kings^ against whofe defpicabic mifrule i firft 
had the courage to lift the finger of fcorn, and whofe imagi- 
nary thrones and fceptres I glory in having broken in the pre- ' 
fence of my offended country. 

I have ever been of opinion, that public viTixkt and 
private worth are STERLING qualities, which, like pore 
gold, ought every where to be received at an equal value. 

They arc not to be enhanced by rank, by family, or by 
hereditary fortune. Their intrinfic value receives no addi- 
tion from the fplendour of a throne, nor is it leflened iit 
the perfon of a citizen or trader. It is for the fuperior 
power and the difpofition to do good that t!»e higher or- 
ders ought to be refpe&ed. If they either negleft or abufe 
that power they ought not to be refpeQed. 

When this grand and fimple principle is adopted /« aur 
popular affociationsnoX. as a dead letter to acquire popularity or a 
barren precept to ornament a piece of declamation^ but as a prac- 
^ ticc neceffary for political falvation of Ireland— when thereat 
friends of the people fo far overcome their pride and their pre- 
judices, as to enforce an obfervanceofthis MORAL EQUA- 
LITY, and themfe ves to fet an example o/^/V-'-then, and not 
until then, \yiH the different fe& of Iriihmenbe impelled to 
break down their walls of feparation, and to come forward 
in purfuit of REFORM as a COMMON OBJECT— A 
COMMON GOOD. 

^ I repeat it, when the real friends of the people acquire 
courage e^nough to offer up their pride ai^d their prejudices 
as a noble facrifice for the good of their country,— when 
they exemplify in their anions this MORAL EQUALI- 
TY, which is in union witheveryyir/w of government — n prin- 
ciple which murt enforce a ^t/^ revierence fo: King^ Lords, and 
Commons^ — and which conflitutes the •firmed fupport and 
proudeft glory of republican America — a principle which 
does homnge to the laws, — violates ho eflablilhed order, and 
which, by giving an equal eflimation to virtue and public * 

fpirit 
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fpirtt in every clafi ofmen^^mufl enkindle in every clafs of 
men an equal emulation of virtue and public fpirit — When 
this principle is carried into efFed, then, and not 
until then, will our divided millions cement into popular 
mafs—thtn will they forget the local animofities and the 
ruinous diftinftions which fet county againft county, 
townihip againd townfliip, and Irifliman, againd Irifliman. 

That UNION which is now but an empty name ufed to 
cover an unmanly and deceitful ariftocracy— a fordid fepara- 
tion of interefts, and a diflioneft monopoly of rights.— 
That UNION which is now flirunk to a feeble and fuf- 
peded remnant — difgraced and become a bye word of 
fhame w'.th the great body of the people ; panick ftruck, 
and pa t'aly fed by the miferable fincfle of party — that UNI- 
ON which impedes its own progrefs and which charges upon 
the public apathy and terror Ats own retrogade progreffion™ 
that UNION which latejy effeHed to idolize a fliew of pub- 
lic fpirit in two or three of its ariftocratic lesiders, and which 
fought to villify, perfecute, and opprefs in the Printer, Ca- 
rey,- that public fpirit which it thankfully recognized and wit- 
neffed— thus unwifely ^delegating to the few— public virtue 
and the gldry of public virtue, with the taik of lupporting 
the weighty interefts of the many— thus unwifely deprelT- 
ing public virtue in the many, by taking away from them 
that glory which rewards and excites to public virtue— -that 
union muft ijien rife above the difgraceful littlc- 
nefles which obfcure it. It muft become a na- 
ti$nal fpirit'^'JL fpirit active, tranquil and irrefiftible 
—it muft fucceed by the force of a general undivided 
and reciprocal interejl-^tht only principle by which 
the whole of a people can ever be brought to afit 2i%one body, 
with one foul f in one common caufe, 

I have not taken up this opinion merely to ferve the prc- 
fent queftion ; it appears irt the following extraO: from the 
Profpe^us of the National Evening Star which I wrote in Au- 
guft, 1 791. 

Extra£i, ** A general^ undivided, and reciprocal interefts 
affording a general, individual, and reciprocal prote^ion, is 
the only firm bafis of good government ; liable to change in its 
forms, but immutable and incorruptible in Ms ejfential principle 
o {impartial general prote^ion. The cruel policy of infidioiis 

. A a power 
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power, has ever fought (o tJiabUfi the feiurhy of tpprejfion 
in every couniry, by fpliiting lie Jlrength of the fiiple into 

partial, uiuqual, and oppofite interejli."-^- 

The author ot many papers publifhed by the Society of 
United triflimen, has among other of my thoughts ilo* 
len from the above; but in difguifing his plagiarirm, has 
fallen into an evident abfurdity. In the addreis of the fo- 
ciely of United Irifhmen to the Scotch delegates for reform, 
Nov. 23, 1792, he aJTertsthat, " an inaitrrabh cond'uvn'x- 
on, whatner be its nature, mufi be DESPOTISM."— The 
plagiarid here, has uttererjy confo>uided my obvious mean- 
ing. This arifes from his raiftaking yoroi* for printiplei; 
an error into which tie is continually betrayed, and which 
is common to a\\ bigots, religious or political. Thtejfential 
principle of an impaitiat general protedion in a good go- 
vernment, ought mt 10 be pmlable. The form under 
which that principle is found to be mod purely adminifVered, 
•ught not to be altered. The writer in queftion, afferts, 
*' od inalterable canftitutian, ■whatc-osr be its nature, muft 
bedefpotifm." Isnot thisfaying — " an (no/Z'-riiS/f conftitutioti, 
\iovt\n,juJl '» principle and praSlice, muft be defpotifm." — 
Turn this hardy alTeition how you will, it ftill retains its 

leal feaX\2Te& of unintelligible contradiilory nonfenfe, It it 

plain the DoSor here applied to the FORMS of govern- 
ment, a fenfe which I applied to\t% ejfeitlial principles. The 
onefrrm the nature of man, mafl be ever open to change 
and ought ni be changed for the better, until the heft form 
fhiU be fixed upon. The other ought ever to be inalterable. 
It is to be underftood here that I fpeak of government in 

The fdme writer in the addrefs to the Volunteers, has the 
following fircular and equally obfcure pafTaEc : " In four 
v-'ords lies all onr powc", UNIVERSAL EMANCIPA- 
TION, REPRESENTATIVE LEGISLATURE, yet wc 
are confident en the pivot of this principle, a Convention 
(meaning ihe one which was to hive met at Athlone) ftill 
Jeff, —3 Sijcicty, (raeanmgihe fociety of United Irifhmen of 
Dublin) kfi ftill— afingleman (modeftly meaning ihe dollar 
hmfclf) wiil be able firft to move, and then to raife the 
'erld-" Iknownot to whaicUfsotieadersthisis addrerted.— 
"to the mtiliitude, I fear not one in ten thoufand will be able 
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to extraS any meaning out of it* — If to m«n of fuperior 
leading and uiiderflanding,' I ajn of opinion that they will be 
only convinced ^that the writer in queftion is finguiarly un- 
fort44nate m hisplagiarifms. We here meet with the fubiime 
and jufl: affertion of Archimedes, repeated in Paine's firft 
part of the Rights of Man, ;ind itolen by the author of the 
addrefs to the Volunieers, but fo mifunderftood and obfcured 
in the attenapt to dlfguife it, as to bid defiance to inter- 
pretation. 

"In four wor^/ //>/^//^«r/>da/^T.*'-T-The writer here at- 
taches the fame importance to words which in the former in- 
ftancehc applies to/or/«/. It is ever fo with a narrow mind on 
thcftretchfor fon^ething great— rrarely fuccefsful indifplaying 
it. . It is this reliance on zuords which has reduced the Soci- 
ety of United IriOxnaen to infignifica;nce, while the queftion 
<^ reform like the ftone of Siflyphusj has CQptinyally rolled 
back in ruin fo upon many of its agitators. 

It is not by any fet phrafe or number pi cabal'Jilcal word/, 
but by juft and manly aSions— it is not by cold and fervile 
forms, but by pure and impartial />r/«r/^/(f/ that the queftion 
of refonp can fucceed. , 

The affertion of Archimedes, as applied by Mr. Paine to 
the moral world, is a forcible iUuftration of his geiieral ar- 
gument. It has been wholly mifunderftood by the author 
ot the addrefs to the Volunteers. Being mentally fhortfightr 
ed, he has miftaken the effe^ for the cat^e, 

Paine is of opinion that truth has fufficient force every ~ 
where to influence men to their advantage, but for the 
power of prejudice. His meaning is obvioufly this — ** If . 
"we had « ground of public confidence to ft and upon, that is, if 
we could convince men by a correfpondence beiwien our anions 
and words ^ thzt we really had their inter ejt at heart—ihtj 
would attend to truth without prejudice, they would 
k£Poe no fufpicion of our views, and by the forge of juft prin- 
ciples we could move the world." 

But Mr. 1 aine does not write nonfenfe — he does not fay 
he would be able to move men to what they wijb to ha^, by 
what they have not. Nor does he mean a movement of the 
>vorld merely to Jbew his power without any end in view. 
The fubjeft he treats of is Liberty^ and it is to that great ob^ 
je^ he would move the world. He does not crie out in the 
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alFedcdcantyOf a p9litical juggler^^^* ^11 our power lief in one 
word — or in two words, or in any form o( zvorjs.^' That 
would be to fpeak of principles, as of a muttering wizard's 
fpcH, or a witch's incantation. We ought not to fpeak of truth 
and principle as confined to the power o^ words j but as a due 
connbination o( precept and pra^ice. The one being as nc- 
ceifary to the other, as the foul is to the exijlence of 
the body. The fhamelefs pandar of corruption, and 
the infamous tracfcr in proftitution, have often their, 
mouths filled with virtuous precepts. Are they more 
▼irtuouf for this ? Do they not thus only add hypocri- 
fy to their other crimes ? If we are to judge of men's princi- 
ples from their profeflions, the leaders of the United Irifh- 
men are the mofl virtuous of men. By the fame rule there 
never was a wicked minijler yet, but muft appear to have 
in view . the good of his country, and the general welfare • 
of mankind. 

Truth and principle as terras fignificant of the m ;ra| 
^ua^ty of an argument, may be applied to fpeech or writing. 

Truth and principle, as terms implying the mor^/rWiz^^r of 
an Individual^ are not applicable, unlefs found in 
his anions. We cannot fay that Dr. Drennan is a 
man of principle from his writings only. In thefe we can 
only fee aconfiderablelhare of ability and much rccolie£lion 
evinced in many fpecious profeflions. .Before we can juflly 
fay, that Dr. Drennan is a man of truth and principle, as a 
public charafter, it ought to be proved that there is a gene- 
ral conformity between his \^o\\\\c2\projejfions and his a&i^ 
WHS. Let the public judge of him by his condu6t to me. 

The author of the addrefs to the volunteers, laudably 
endeavouring at fomething very great, and not finding the' 
materials within himfelf, Jledls from Tom Faine, and not 
underjlanding xht principle of what he ftole gravely tells the 
nation in four wonderful zuords^ lies all his power and the pow- 
er of the fociety—«« UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, 
REPRESENTATIVE LEGISLATURE," with thefe, he 
and fthe Society will be able to move the world I To what tru- 
ly ? To the object which the Society fteksfor,' and which'it 
has not, UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, and RE- 
PRESENT ATIVELEGISLATURE.''_.~- 

h 


» . . 


( 137 ) 

hnotthisa driveller telling a community ofbcggars, ** m 

fouf words lies all my power, money, merchandize, Ian4, 

chattels'* — yet upon* the pivot of thi^ principle, will we 

be able firft to move and then to raife money, meichandize^ 

land, chattels."— 

** This precious eloquence does not prove that 
the writer has any great power ; but that ' his power i^ 
confined to words: a power which he has pretty fuccefsfully 
employed thefe eighteen months pad, namely/ to move the 
great body of refpeHabU citizens to quit the Sqciety, 

But though he is prudently willing to confine his Qw«k 
power to WORDS, he in the fame publication^, calls on 
the body which he addreffes — ** to anjwer him by a^ions.^* 
The English of th's is— ** \\v\\\ fpeak andzin-ite, which 
with a little caption, / can do with fafety to rf.yfelf^ and do 
you, Mr. Printer, anfwer by printing and publifhng— 
which may be attended with the pillory^ imprifonmenty fne^ 
cr tnmfporiation. 

** Do you, gentLmen volunteers, anfwer me by anions 
— come forward in arms, in the teeth of the proclamation 
from the Privy CouVicil, forbidding the aflferpbly of armed 
bodies'— I will found the aJarm---do you meet the danger — 
no matter of what kind it is — the military may be orde cd 
out againftyou^ you maybe flaughtered or taken and doom- 
ed to the gallows ; I fliall take care of myfelf™ 
I fhall have my writing copied to fend to the printer, or I 
^all get back my manufcript time enough to efcape profe- 
cution, and after that the printer may meet the ftorm at 
well as he can. The more he fufFers, the greater noife 
my name will makt^ and th« more famous fliall 1 grow by 
the enquiries after the author." 

What fort of an identity ofinterejis is this, which feeks to 
give honour to ofie of its members for writing a matter; by 
the publication of which, another of its members is brouglu 
to ruin, expofed to fine, the pillory, confin^ment orbanilTi- 
mentforlife? What fort of a brotherhood of affe^ ion can it 
be, which could induce a fociety to clofe its eyes and to fear 
Its feelings to thefituationof a man whom it had involved 
in th#e difficulties? What fort of men muft they be, who 
could 'aflcnt to expel him from their body, at the moment 
irhen every hour was exp;6^ed to be that which might 
iplunge him ina prifon ior the remainder of his days ? What 
i ' malignity 


malignity of heart muft he have, who being cfre 
author of a writing, by publilhing which, a well-meaning 
man was forced from his eftablifliment, and rendered liabie 
to fine, imprtfonment, perhaps tranfportation — what fort of 
a depraved, bafe, and cowardly nature muft he have, to 
life, and in the abfence of his viiEkim, feek to rob him of 
fiends, charader^ and fupport, and to caft him into 
a piiibn, fpotted and leprous like a common felon ? "> 

About three weeks after my receiving Mr. Rowan*s 
letter in GlaflTneviri, I h^ard that he was in town, and as 
he did not call on nie as promifed in his letter— I went to 
a meeting of the Society of United Irilhmen, expeding to 
fee him there. I did fee Mr. Rowan there. He fppkc to 
me on the fubjeft of my letter, repeating that it was unne- 
ceffary to bring it forward, ^s he believed the fociety would 
mi attend to any OLD engagements or CLAIMS upon it-^- 
that it wasbefides emharaffed by prefent exertions. I obferv- 
ed that my fituaiion was hard indeed— rthat the public had 
an opinion I was furrounded by friends in the fociety-— that 
I might perhaps, without much tenierity, confidering the 
principles profeffed by the fociety, have expeded to meet 
friends among them. That the Freedom of the Prefs and 
the neceflTity of fupporting Jt, were on every occafion 
brought forward, as prime obje^s of the fociety*s regard- 
that the fupport of the.liberty of the^prefs, could not apply 
to its wooden materials or to the metal types-— but to the 
printer, by whofe agency ^hey were rendered ferviceable— r' 
and whoffe induftry and principles, converted it into a bul- 
wark of the public liberty. That I wanted but the fmaU 
Aim of ONE HUNDRED or even FIFTY POUNDS to re- 
eftablifh a printing- houfe, and that I would repay that fum ei- 
ther in fuch printing as might hefafefoY me to print for the 
fociety, or in cafh, at fuch periods as might be convenient to 
me. Mr. Rowan agreed in the propriety of my remarks— he 
owned that my fituation was hard— that the liberty of the 
prels was a primary objeQ with the fociety— that // ought to 
fupport me J but in faS the funds were exhaufied — that the 
money came in flowly, and that the exertions of the fociety 
muft be confined to difcharge TWO HUNDRED POINDS, 
which were yet due for WINE DRANK IN NEWGATE."* 

The veil here fell, and the MYSTERIOUS CAUSE 

of 
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©t the violated engagement of the focicty in the cafe of tfie 
profecution for the article from the . Northern Star^ was 
fully developed I— —The leaders of the fociety of United 
Irirhmen, flood before me, diverted of all difguife, in their 
real chara<Sters— Much as I had fecn of them before, I 
could not have forefeen this, from the men who folomnly 
came forward in the prefence of God, and pledged them- 
felves to labour for a reform of every fpecies of corrupt 
influence, and who fo eloquently declaim 'A^2i\n(i ih^ V^O* 
FUSION of ihe PUBLIC MONEY. I could no 
have expe&ed that thefe men would have aban- 
doned the PRESS and the PRINTER, for the WINE 
CASK, the COOK, and VINTNER. Confounded, 
aftonilhed, difgufted at thi&^ piece of extraordinary 
information, I pa u fed to obferve in Mr. Rowan's counte- 
nance, what his fentiment were — Mr. Rowan faid little 
more than to repeat his condemnation of the APATHY 
of the PEOPLE. Our converiation ended. 

When any good is produced by the SPIRIT of the PEO- 
PLE—*' WE— WE did it,'' cry the leaders of the Society 
of United Iriftimen — ** WE effefted Catholic emancipa- 
tion— rwe did this — we did that — we are the apoftles of re- 
form — the faviours of our country — the fole men who «ver 
purfued the good of the people with fpirit and perfevc- 
rance." . 

But when by their own raflinefs, imbecility and mifcon- 
duft, the LEADERS have occafioned any injury to the 
nation, then it is all thrown upon the APATHY, the watit 
cf SPIRIT, and the TERRORS of the PEOPLE, 

The memorable advert! fement which appeared in the Hi- 
bernian Journal in the beginning of December, 1 792,^ fum- 
moning the ok! members of the merchant's corps to refume 
their arms for the purpofe of effeSing. a reform in PArlia- 
ment, and a removal of other grievances WAS PLANNED 
BY THE SAME LEADER55, who afterwards brought out 
the addrefsof the Society of United Irifhmen to the Volun- 
teers, and who fixed upon the pernicious device of a h<irp 
ivithout a crown in the button and cockade of the National 
battalion. 

If any United Ifiihmdh has a dcubt of this aflertion let 
him look at the feal of his certificatey and he will find in it 
enough to convince h'm of the truth of it. When thefe 

egregious 
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•gregious errors had furnifhed a handle for the proclamati* 
rion ; for the proftrjtt.on of our national forces, the volun- 
teers ; for the gunpowder bill ; the convention bill ; the 
committal of Tandy ; of Rowan ; of Carey ; of the Dublin 
printers ; of the twelve proprietors of the Northern Star ; of 
Dr Hargrove; of Limerick ; of O^Connor of Sligo— When all 
this was done, and while it was efFeSing, the cry Was 
changed " the leaders did not then come forward to 
Mm their (bare in this precious buftnefs — they did not then 
(ay « WE DID THIS OR WE DID THAT/' The 
MEDICAL PIVOT, who modeftly fome months before 
vaunted his capacity, firft ** to raife^ ami then to move thg 
worldy^ then changed his tone. The terrors^ the apathy^ and 
the wantoffpirit in the people^ weie afligned as the caufes of 
' ail thefe mtsfoitunes. (See addrefs to Bond and Butler.) 

Thefe wife politicians did not fay, ** our ignorance, 
our rafhnefs, and our weaknefs, furnifhed a handle to go- 
Yen.menr, for effjcQing thefe different a£ts." No. They 
were /lill ' patriots in the fame fenfe as before; (hewing 
their zial in declaiming againd government, and dweliing^ 
on their own public fpirit, wifdom and difmterefted per- 
f€veranc'\ On all previous occafions they fought the 
LEAD. Now they fhrunk back upon their followers, terri- 
fied at the ftorm which they had thcmfclves raifed, and at 
the very moment, while their own fears were at the high- 
ei>, their clamours were every where heard againft the 
terrors, the a;:athy, and the want of fpirit in the peo* 
pfc. 

As it is publicly known that I appeared in the ftreets of 
Dublin in the unif rm of the memorable National Battalion 
on the very day on which the proclamation was iflbed 
rgaioft the aflTembling of armed bodies. It is neceflary for 
me to remark that I, from the firft, condemned the device 
of the button and cockade. This was a harp furmountcd by 
the cap of liberty,' the Royal Crown being omitted : the le- 
"gend being fimply ** Firji National Battalion." Altho'thedif- 
approbation of the device was general, the fpirit of leaderjbip 
operated fo powerfully, as ufual that the members .were con- 
tent to exprcfs their feniimentsof it in private, not choofing to 
appear in open oppofition to'the great names, who had fixed 
^ this pernicious fancy. From this circumftance it hap* 
^ntd that I couLi not get one to fccond a motion to aboli(h 
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, t|lc device which I made in the committee, of the Frhl Nati- 
onal Battalion, of which I was a member. On this occafion I 
was charged with a wantof perfonalfirmnefs. Immediately 
. after, the court journals aflbrted that the device of the nattonsl 
jT/^rt^/, as they mifcalled them, waschofenby arepublican tac- 
jon which had ihewed its defigns, by putting dozvnxht crown 
in the (?iitton and cockade— They alfo aflerted that the le- 
gend was ** LIBEK TY, anJ FQUALITY, and NO 
KING."— VVhen this falfhood becamegeneral, it would have 
- been impolitic to have changed the device, until the mem* 
bersof the c<a'P^9 by appearing individually in the (Ireets^nd 
public places, had difproved the aflertioni I advifed this and X 
appeared in the uniform of the national battalion, in town, 
on the day of the proclan1atii)h, without any hefitation, as 
did Mr. Rowan, and fcnr otfer perfons. On this occafion 
' it was Hngular enough that the perfons who attributed my 
opofition to the device, to a want offirmnefs, were thcm- 
felves intimidated by the proclaiTiation, from appearing in 
the uniforrn. The moft violent of them walked in colour- 
ed clothes with me that day. 

At the next meeting of the firjl National Battalion^ altho* 
the perfonal influence of the Leaders was privately exerted to 
induce me to drop my oppofition, y^t I again brought for-* 
ward the motion, which was feconded by Counfellor Do- 
novan, to abolifli the device en the button and cockade, and 
althougi^ the whole of the Leaders flood againft me, yet for 
once, cdmmon fenfe prevailed, and on a divifion, my mo- 
tion was carried by a confiderable majority. Still however 
by referring the cho ce of a new button and cockade to a 
Committeei it was delayed until it was too late to be of 
fervice. 

After the leaders lad, in trying political expe- 
riments, completely loft the public confidence, and 
excited a general difguft, they were ftill incorrigibly 
blind to the caufe. They could not difcover that it was 
owing to their aSing^in oppofition to tht public sjentimfnt, 
Inftead of taking their tone from the people, they imperioufly 
and fogliflily laboured to make {he people take a tone from 
them. Failing in this, they proceeded to cenfu re the peo* 
pie, as weak, pufiilanimous, and infenfible of their real 
interefts. Of this, the fo lowing is a curious fpecimen : 

£x/r<?i?— " Gentlemen your country is nauch your 
debtor. (Th;;t is, your cour,try hat pad one thoujand pounds 
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yir ywr fine^ and nearly as much more jar fupportmg you fix 
months in Ne%vgate.) But wc muft fuppofe you, by this 
time, too well experienced in the mutability of public opi- 
nion, (meaning, you muft by this time he convinced that we 
iave lift the public confidence and that public opinion is againft 
uSy) to expeS that ihe will, for the pnefent acknowledge 
the debt— much lef, return the obligation; (that is, as 
we have exhaufted the funds of the Society, the prefent would 
be an improper time to make afrefb attack upon the pockets of 
the members \) that (he will either fyinpathize with what 
you have fuffered, or partake in our heart-felt joy at your 
enlargement) indeed you will fcarccly now know 
your country, in a jew months fo much altered, (Mean- 
ing our fuinifbing a handle for the proftration of 
the volunteers, for the gunpowder bill, the convention bill, 
for the fine, imprifonment, and exile of a number of indi- 
viduals has flung back the queflion of reform an immea- 
furable didance, and has confounded and difmayed the na- 
tion, which a few months- before was pofTeflfed of the capa- 
city and the fpirit legally and conftitutionally to obtain the 
objefl of her petition.) Indifpofed to condole or to congra* 
tulate, defponding without reafon, exhaufled without ef- 
fort, fhe fits on the ground in a fit of men al alienation, 
unconfcious of her real malady, feared at every whifper ;— 
[the writer here means his own fears ;]— her thoufand ears 
open for falfehoods from abroad, her thoufand eyes (hut 
againft the truth at home ; worked up by falfe fuggeftions 
and artful infinuations, to fuch a madnefs of fufpicion, as 
makes her miftake her deareft friends for her deadlieil foes» 
[meaning the Leaders of the United Irifhmen,] and to re- 
vile the only Society, [rtUI meaning the Leaders of the 
bociety of United Irifhmen,] which ever pu-fued her wel- 
tare with fpint and perfevcrance, as « aUempting at her life 
rvith the torch of an incendiary and the dagger of an affafftn^ 
~r-(For this extraa, fee the Addrefs of the Society of 

Sri4%^Bl^^^^^^^^^^ ^"''•" ^^ ^^^ «-• Si-on Butler, 'and 

f.irTr^LS^.^r^''r^^''!5 Addrefs to the Volunteers here 
StTntK^^^ -'r^'e labours. In the 

Pafl-age, he aknoSXs ttt th^^^^ 

four ^ords have after ffmoa ^ wonderful powers of his 

ave atter almoft two years intenfe application, 

happily 
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happily contrived to bring the popular quejlion of Reform into 
difrepute^ and to brand the friends oj union zvith the detefiahU 
eharaHer of incendiaries and ajfaffsns^ aiming to lift them- 
felves into notice upon the rums of their country. 

Yet all this time the fagacious writer never difcovers 
the caufe of their being looked on as incendiaries and affafftns. 
—He never fufpeds the weaknefs of his pivot, which he 
vaunted a few months before, was JSrfi to move and then to 
raife the world. No, he continues to throw the whole cen- 
ftire on the people, of* w horn he proceeds to fpeak in the 
fame paper thus : ** From a public thus inquifitive aboiit ihe 
affairs of other people, thus incurious about its own, (that 
is, from a public thuB inquifitive about affairs in ' which it 
feels Hfelf concerned; thus incurious about what we are 
doing, whom it has learned to defpife)— thus deluded, 
we were going to fay, in language of high au;hority. thus 
hefotted, we appeal for your fame, and our own jnfhfication, 
&c. fzc. 

In all this we fee the charafler which marks the 
proceedings of thefe leaders : a luft of monopolizing th^ 
credit of the patriotic fpirit of the people, and a pradice of 
throwing the blame of their own rafhnefs and imbecility on 
the public. In the above remarks on the Addrefs to Meflrs. 
Butler and Bond, I would not be underftood ^Z all to implicate 
the latter with the former. Mr. Bond I efteem as a man of 
known probity and good intentions. He is by no means an- 
fwerable for any part of the conduft chalked out for him. 
I am of opinion that no man has the welfare of his coiintry 
more fincerely at heart than he has* Perhaps it wouKl have 
been much better for the public, that his name and that of 
the honourable Gentleman, had never been coupled as pdi^ 
tical partners. 

The Abbe Vertot fpeaksof a7ttr*//ft Vifier who fofl hisplace 
bvtbe following trivial incident, in which he betrayechi vSrant 
of judgment. A renegade cutler from Toledo, in the fervicc 
o^Solyman the Magnificent, )>refented to the Emperor two 
-pocket knives, as fpecimens of the fuperior workmanfhipof his 
country. The blade of the one was ofa moftcxquifitepolifli, 
inwrought with many rare and curious devices, as af- 
fo was the handle, which was of the pureft gold, enriched with 
precious ftones. The blade of the other was plain, Icfs 
nicely poHflied, apd the handle - without ornament, ©f 
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common ivory. The Emperor and all his Officers were 
ftruck wiih the beauty and extraordinary workmanfhip of 
the former; but on trying the blade, he found that the artifl, 
in feeking to give an unufual finifhing to it, had rendered 
the fteel fo brittle as made it impoflible to vrefervc an edge. 
He I here fore threw it nfide, and retained the plain knife, 
which he found of the" very, bed temper. The Vifier, with- 
out conHderation, ventured to exprefs his adonKhment at 
this condud. Solyman looking at him with an expreflion of 
contempt, difmiffed him from his office, faying, ** 1 prefer 
that pla!nnefs which is ufcful, to ufelefs •ornament; the 
inllrument cannot be of value, which does not anfwer the 
end for which*it is defigned— the judgment is too feeble to 
manage an empire, whigh in the con^mon pccafioi^s of lif^? 
prefers fliew to utility,'* 

This little anecdote bught tq furnifli a faluta^ry hint to 
our popular Aflbciations, who x^xtitx found xofenje. The Em* 
peror was right. The knife which cannot retain an c^ge, or 
which by being (harper on the back, cuts the perfonwho ufes 
it— ought to be laid afide. In like manner, common fenfe di? 
refts every man to lay afide any indrument that does not an; 
fwer the end for which it was formed. The fame argument 
applfes to the pen of a writer. If he undertakes to fupport ^ 
queftion, and after exercifing his taFents for eight, nine, or 
twelve months, it appearsthat the queftion which he undertook 
to fupport, has not acquired^r^n^/^ ; that indead of advancing 
in the public opinion, its motion is ietro2:ade, and thairma- 
tenlil injury to individuals has refuhed from his attempts^ 
it would be folly to continue employing the fame pen^ and 
equally wrong to appreciate the m'erhs of fuch a man, as a 
■writer, from any laboured ornaments of ftite apparent in 
his writings— that would be to praife a man as a fine writ.i; 
who has injured a cauft by. writing for it, ' 

It will be faid that I here fall into the vulvar error of 
judging an event by its want of fuccefs. I deny it. That 
would be unfarr indeed. 1 have in the^outfet of this work 
And every page of it proved myfelf 3 decided friend to Re- 
form. It would be wrong to judge of the moral quality of 
any a£tion by the evtht. But it is juft to form our judgment of 
the phyJicaJ powers employed in an aSion by the ement. If 
it fucceeds, we fay ** the means were well applied^ and equal 
to the end propofed*^ If it &ils, we fty ** the means wcrp 
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ill applied, or uneqt^J to the end propofeJ, alrho* the intent i-^ 
9n V/3LS ;u/i,'*^ In both cafes we give the praifeor cenfure to 
the ag£nt or perfon employing the means in queftion. 

If we employ mechanical poweis to 'aife a weight, and 
find v^e cannot raife it, w^ never think of throwing th^ 
binme on the weight— we afcribe it juflly to our ozvn want 
cf due powers. In like manner, when \^e find a writer aiming 
to infiyence the people more fir ongly to certain points, as for 
example, to Union and to Reform, t9 which they were predif* 
pofrd—ii we find that his lab urs have had little other effeft 
than thatof converting ^he prepojfefpon of the people /cr thefe 
^qutfticns, into ^prepoJfrJTiCn ogainfl ihtm, or more properly 
fpeaking, into a feai ofpurfuing them, and into a belief that 
thefriendb of thefe queftions are ** incendiaries and affaffim.^^ 
— [*SV^ Addrcfs to Bond and JSw//^r.]-^VVe naturally fay, 
** this man might mean well, but he certainly ^ants poivers, 
or his powers have been perverted. His writings prove him 
to pofTefs much induftry j but they arj: too ahJlra^edznA are 
mifunderftood and mifmterpreted by the mufritude.'*— Swift 
wrote his celebrated Draper's Letteri |o prevent theintrodiic- 
ion of Wood^s Halfpencc-^hefupceedec^. Paine wrote his 
" Common Senfe," to induce the Americanstodeclare ihem- 
felves independent of Englandw-he fucceeded. Junius's Let- 
ters were levelled at an inconfiftent and ambitious party. Ju^ 
Titus triumphed. In all thefe cafes the intentions of thefe writers 
were juft, and ihty proved their fowers by their fuccefs to ^i 
equal to the ends propofed^ 

The writer of tlie Addrefs to the Volunteers, and I % 
friends, throwing the blame of his own incapacity, to in- 
fluence public opinion, upon the People^ at whofe under- 
ftandings he takes aim, is an excellent jeji. It reminds me 
of a (lory, which with all due deference to the fublime 
Genius whom I treat of, I will relate. A fagacious 
fportfman being a&ed what game he had killed after feve- 
ral days fpent in fhootin?-, replied, tha^ he met plenty 
of game but did not kill any thing. His friend rallying him 
on being a bad fiot^ the fportfman gravely aflured him,^ 
f* it was not the cafe ; no nian was a better (hot ; the fault 
did not lie 7/1 him^ but in the birds, who wanted fieadinefs to 
lie in the way of his (hot, or he would kill plenty ofthem.^* 

Unfortunately our MedicaJ Gunnei* has not only miffed 
his aim, but f)y ovcrloadinff his political piece^^ occif^oned 
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it to hurft atnong his friends, to the no finall terror, over- 
throwing, and wounding divers Printers, V Linteers, and 
United 1 i ill men. — The after-con:! u6i of the wrter in qu-f- 
tion in moving my expullton, may b^ compared to that ot- 
a Giptain ota Troop after bittle, moving to have hi» 
wownded foMiers exp Jled the infirmary. 

Without weighing the intention^ in ahnpfE every ijfue de-^ 
pending on talents, rpiiir, and j -dgmeTit, wejuftly ellimate 
the profeflional characterofihe^^^/f/r/, from hhjucdefs^ or want 
9ffucefff, Thus we pronounce IVafhington a good general^ be- 
caufe he proved fuccffsful '^ and Rodney ^ good admiral bec^uCe 
he proved yirf ^//w/-— hut on the contrary, had they proved 
unfuceefsful^ we would have pronounced the one to be a had 
€r unfortunate gen'eral— the other a ^fl</ or unfortunate admi- 
ral. This character not including an approbation- or cenfure 
of the caufe in which they were ensraged. We as juft- 
ly fay of a writer, who is fuccefaful, that hy who 
chtainf the coincidence of public opinion^ in removing a common^ 
prejudice or obtaining a national benefit^ that he is a good writer^ 
and the contrary, if he proves vnfuccefsjuly altho* we approve 
of the caufe which he profeff s to fervc. 

By this T'ule, if we try the literary merits ofDr. Drennan^ 

ft? amen whoaimedto influence public opinion^ in favourof acaufe, 

his fancied reputation fal s inuantly to the ground. He confef- 

(Tes, andthe nation knows, that the onh^ influence he obtained, 

opevMtd againjl the caufe he tmdertooktofupport. The truth 

is' his name, as a writer firft emanated from a narrow 

circle, of which Ai/^ own opinion was the centre. To this circle 

ne fir/l reads his profound and elaborate compofitions : hi« 

«ir and tone of fatisfaciion. fully expreilinGj that he under- 

flands his own meaning. His hearers areof courfe afhamed 

to appear to mifunderft.ind vvhat is fo clear to him. They 

think, that to alk an explanation wquM be to betray a zvant 

9f capacity in themfelves. On thefe occafions, fome one of his 

audience, whoafpiresto fhe praife of Tuperior judgment, begins 

by^nfwering fome paflasje where the author looks round with a 

more particular air of felf-importance, by anexclamition of 

-fine f ^'oery fine /— rA^nother, unwilling to appear inferior in 

tafte, keeps up the chorus, otapplaufe, with an cxchmatiqn 

of -'^ Excellent l-^Mofl excellent ! — and a third falls into 

rarpturesaihispro/wTj^'/y of thought ! fub-imity of exprefflon f 

and the perpetual glow and. energy of hisfiile I 

This learned group thus charged with admiration of hi : 
unequalled powers is let off upon the Society of Unitel 

IrifhmcD, 
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Iriflimen, and then upon the public. In the Society it 
wrrks wcnders. The leading men gii^e xhe Jtgna! excla- 
mation, and immediately, *^ Fine ! fne I very fine V^ runs 
round the room. Thcsaudience liftens abforbed in reverence, 
and as the poet happily expreffes it— **\They wtmder with a 
foolififdce oi praife*^ — each man looks enquiry^ al.nofi afliam- 
cd to afk his own heart the meaning of what he hears, and 
ftill more aftiamed to confefs to his fellow his own lixant (f 
tafle and underjianding for fuch fine zuriting. 

Drop the head of a pin into a vafc of water, aod it will 
begin to agitate the lurface :'n fmall circles, until thefe cir- 
cles encreafe to the extreme extent of the veflel. An in-, 
fignificant matter will produce this eifFett in any Imall tx>dy 
of water. 'I'he breath of a child can do it, but a mightier 
power is requifite to agitate a lake, a fea, or the majeftic 
bo(bm of the ocean In like manner Drennan couW agitate 
the fur/ace of ihe fmall circle to which the Society of l^ited 
Irifhmen is confined ; but when he attempted to move the 
people, his efforts were unavailing, or only produQiveof 
pernicious confcquences. It may not be amifs for this maa 
to confult the flile which appears in thefe remarks, and 
•when he finds' in a few plain arguments, how eafily I have 
(\^r\t6 iht death warrant of his literary charaBer^ he wilt 
perhaps learn,, that to be undcrflood by the multitude is n<A 
the laft merit a writer ought to afp're to. 

On the fame evening that Mr. Rowan mentioned the 
TWO HUNDRED POUNDS then DUE FOR WINfi 
DRANK in NE\AfGATE, he told me he had fomc money 
in his hands for me, being a few guineas of the PUBLIC 
SUBSCRIPTION. I begged of Mr. Rowan not to notice 
it then, on account of our being in the meeting of the So- 
ciety. 'He then requefted to know where he would fend k 
to me. I again excufed myfcjf, by begging Mr. Rowaa 
not to trouble himfelf abcut fuch a trifle; but on coming 
out of the Society Mr. Rowan clapt in my hand" haniljr 
FOUR GUINEAS, and quirted me immediately wit hoik 
any converfation whatever. And here clofes the SECONO 
ACT of the FARCE of the PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION, 
or the Freedom of the Prefs fupported\ a full warning to fu- 
ture printers, by which -they will know how toreiiulate 
their conduft in all party matters, in which I am .of opinion 
the printer has all to rifk as an individual-, and very little if 
any profpefl of gain, fave infult, calumny, and 'abandon- 
ment. On 
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OA going home that night, I gave Mr^ Rowan credit for 
fmir guineas, ami refer ved the moment of his fettling his ac- 
compt with me for a candid explanation of my fentimcnts 
of the treatment which I had received. 

At the moment when I experienced this liberal and gett" 
tlemanly fupport fiom the Leaders of the Body which had 
involved me, 1 had due to me in different parts of the king- 
dom for advertifements and fubfcriptions to the National 
Evening Star, condderable fums, which I could not myfelf 
appear to claim, through the difficuhies which furrounded 
me. Many of the perfons thus indebted to me have tstken 
Advantage oi my fituation to difpute and refufe payment^ 
otherwife I might have had the means to eftabiifh a news- 
paper without any other affidance. 

At this time it was the opinion of almoft every perfon 
who knew the fc'andalous treatment which I had experienced 
from the leaders of the Society, and how far ^ was involved 
by them, that I ought to confult my own fafetyandthatof my 
family^ by qaitflng the country. I refilled advice from all 
quarters to this ened, althougtitt was (irmly believed, that if 
I had withdrawn myfelf, there was honefty enough in the Body 
of the Society to prevent my two fureties Mr. Mathews and 
Surgeon Wright, from being didreffed for the penalty in 
which they were bound for my appearance, to take my 
trial for publifliing the Addrefs of the Society of United 
Irifhmen to the Volpnteers. I however had my doubts, and 
was refolved to leave nothing untried to induce the Society 
to pledge itfelf to pay the penalty in which its two 
Members were bound. This if poflible I was refolved to do 
before I withdrew into banifhment, although in a conver*> 
fation which I at that time had with Mr. Rourke, an United 
Irishman, (whom I have already mentioned) he gave me 
to underfland, that Surgeon Wright, one of my fureties, 
had declared, that I might quit the kingdom whenever I 
pleafed. 

Aware from all the circumftances which I have related, 
that the meafure would be oppofed by the LAWYERS and 
LEADERS of the Society, I was neceilitated to condud 
myfelf with aI! the precaution of a perfon about to take an 
out-poft hyjurprife. I forefaw that the moment the motion 
to EXONERATE Mr. MATHEWS and SURGEON 
WRIGHT would be brought forward, it would be oppofed 
by men iotcrtfted to appropriate the funds of the Society io 
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OTHER EXERTIONS, that is to abandon the printer and the 
prefsy and to convert the means of the Society to the more me- 
ritorious fervice of the a/m^ftf/^.-^Iforefaw thefc RUMP and 
DOZEN PATRIOTS would all raife a clamour againft 
me. I was acquainted with their influence over the well- 
meaning men who deemed them as honed as themfelves ; 
and >' had feen enough to be aflured that they would make 
no fcruple to abufis that* influence for any paltry purpofc of 
their own. 

Thus feeling thedelidicy of my fituation, I faw that the 
meafure had little profpefl: of fuccefs in the firft oatfet, un- 
lefs^from my cjwn endeavours. I accordingly commenced 
my proceedings by going round the town, at the hazard of 
an arreft, perfonally applying to the diffcren. Members on x 
the bufmefs, for four days, previous to the nth of 051. 

I felt the neceffity of keeping the meafure a fecret from 
the Lawyers and Leaders until the very moment of bringing 
it forward. I knew that if 1 requeued any of the Members 
to keep it a fecret from the Lawyers and Leaders in whom 
at that time they confided, my doing fo might have the 
contrary effeft, of divulging !t. Thus I was neceffitated to 
iruft to chance for keeping it from the knowledge of the ad- 
adminiftration of the fociety. But I took care ilot to apply to 
any of the Members in habits of intimacy with Counfellor 
kVlac Nally, the hon. Simon Butler, the Sheares's, or indeed 
with any of the L-awyers of the Society. 

It is to be remembered that the coincidence of opinion 

which I obtained in my applications, was neither hy force nor 

Jiratagem^ for I had no power to terrify y no artifice to cajole^ no 

fund to feduce^, I appeared without mace or beadle, neither a 

placeman nor a penfioner, nor a city officer. 

In the PUBLIC APPROBATION of my PAST CON- 
DUCT lay ALL MY POWER. In ferving the public, 
I hadheen fubjeded by the Society of United (riThmeh to 
IMPRISONMENT and FINE— ortoEXiLE.— AllI re- 
cuefted was a CHOICE of th<fe EVILS. I mentioned 
fimply that a motion would be made on the enfuing Friday 
c^venin?, to exonerate Mr. MATHEWS and SURGEON 
WRIGHT, two of their Brother United Irifbmen, ffom 
the payment of the fmall penalty of TWO HUNDRED 
POUNDS, (fhould it be demanded) in which they were 

♦ Sec A^dreft to the Voluntccrt for thefe sxp^cffion*. 
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bound for my appetnnce^ to take my trial for printing and 
publifliing the Addrefs of the Society of United Iridunen to 
the Volunteers. And as that Society ftood pledged to fup« 
port me under all the confequeoces of faid publication^ vrhich 
were expe£ked to be a heavy fine of perhaps five hundred 
or a rhoufand pounds, and an imprifonment of two, three, 
or four years, I fubmitied to each perfon^ own judgment 
the propriety or impropriety of fupportingthe motion to ex- 
onerate my two furetics, as a meafure lefs expenfive to the 
Society, and ab(blutely neceflary for my faiety, as well as 
that it was my immediate choice. On this occafion I found 
no ARGUMENT NECESSARY. Both honefiy and policy 
pointed out to the men behind their counters what they 
Ou)(ht to do. Every perfon ro whom I applied at once obi- 
ferved, that it was much better for the Sck^ety to pledge it- 
fe!f to the payment of the penalty of two hundred pound/^ 
which might after all not be demanded, than to abide the cer- 
tain confequencts of a trial expeded to prove (b much 
more expenfive to the Society. I mention this as a proof of 
the integrity of the men of biffincfs in the United Iriihmen; 
I am confident that if they had to decide for themftlves^ 
they would have done me jnftice. Unfortunately they were 
not proof againft the HONOURABLE ARROGANCE 
«id i^ETTIFOGGING CHICANERY of their ^ww/iwrf 
Dozen Leaden, w')o alone are cahi*geabfe with originating' 
the tricking difhonefty of the memorable night of exonem- 
lion, and (he whole of the proceedings againft n^. 

On the day preceding the intended motion, I wrot« to 
Surgeom Wright,, rcqueffing an interview with him next 
day on as fnatler of particular importance. We accordingly 
niet at the hou(e of one of my friends, when I mentioned 
the intention* oFbringing forward a motion to exonerate him 
and Mr. Mathews, and requeued to know if he would be 
fatisfied with it, as T wouht not proceed in it unlefs I had 
his permijffon and Jupport. Surgeon Wright declared that 
he was fully fatisfied with the meafure ; he thanked me for 
the communication, and promifed to attend the rneeting, in 
order to give every fupport in his power to the motion. 

We are now arrived at the memorable night of EXO- 
NERATION, the nth of Oaober, 1793, on which the 
%e4l chara^er, and ^lews of the Leaders of the Society of 
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United Iriihmen were fo fully difpfayed in their own adiont^ 
and on wliich the claims of the Society on public confiqence, 
whtk tmdei the guidance of thefc men, were for eveKfor* 
ftited. 

NIGHT vf EXONERATION, Oa. ii, 1793. 

On going into the Meeting of the Society, I took Mr. 
Mathews jdide and informed him, that the neceffary *ap« 
plication to other Members h:td delayed me fo late that 
evening as to prevent <ny calling at his houfe. I then com- 
municated to him l9ie 4ntend^ motion, and aflured him 
that / wouldtiot bring it forward unlefs he xoa^ fully fatisfied 
tuith the meafitre. The iRrorthy old man ^cl^ed himfelf 
fully fatisfied, and pledged himfelf to fupport the potion 
as far as the delicacy of his (ituatjon would permit, f. ]re<- 
ceived iiis confent with more pleafure becaufe I Jiad .many 
anxious fears that he wpuld not have (b readily ^ompliedji 
from his knowledge of almoft all the circumft^oes already 
related, in which he mufl have feen the evident :indifpo{ition 
of the Leaders of the Society to any mea(i|ire which did not 
immediately tend ^0 appropriate the j%mit ^f fhe Society t6 
OTHER EXERTIONS, than that^f extricating a printi^ 
from the dif&cuhies in which it had i^olved him. 

I -next applied to a Mr. Nicholas Butler, an honed and 
well-meaning man^ of whom I hav€ fi> good an opinion, aa 
to believe that he would not either do or fay any thing con- 
trary .to his judgment. Although this is certainly a char 
rader which very many great Statefmen have not deferved, 
I would not be underHood to confine the merits of 
Mr. Butler to this negative propriety, I have not met with 
any man more xeafous and aSive in whatever relates to the 
intereAs of the common caufe. I have had fo many proofs 
of this that I am pleafed wi h this opportunity of exprefling 
my efteem for a man whofe conduS as a United Irifhman 
is regulated by the pureft principles of patriotifm. If pro- 
bity and plain good fenfe held their due weight in that So- 
ciety, this man would do honour to the Prefident^s chair, 
which is DOW deemed to derive a puny cpnfequence fr :in 
the fupercilious oftentation of his honourable namejake. The 
ill confequences produced by the fpirit' of leaderihip, which 
occur in the courfe of this work, will, I hope, tend to dived 
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Mr.N. Butlcrofhis^r<ryW/Vf/, which, without his perceiving 
it at times inflaencc him in favour of popular names and 
hadfrt, contrary to his better fenfe. When however it U 
remembered that this is a national chara^erijiic^ it mud 
be evident that I do not mean any ciifrcfpea; to 
the worthy man of whom I am fpeaking, and whofe many 
good qualities I am juftly fenfibleof. 

It was tQ this man I applied to bring forward the motion 
of EXONERATION. He feemed more fitted tor the pur. 
pofc, becaufc of his long intimacy with Mr. Mathews, and 
becaufe I was of opinion that he would not be readily 
filencfed into a defertion of the qucftiop if he.once brought 
it forward. Mr. N. Butler not only immediately aflented 
to the propriety and neceflity of the motion, but he paid me 
fome handfomc compliments on >yhat he feemed to think 
the honourable mode in which I had fequefted the permilTi- 
on of Mr* Ma hews and Surgeon Wright to bring it forward. 
He appeared flattered with the prefs^Tence which T gave him 
of nriaking the motion, but faid he feared that his vant of 
weight jn the Society n)ight occafion it to fail in his hands, 
and on that account he urged the propriety of rcquefting Mr. 
ROWAN to bring it forward. I obferved that as the mear 
iurc was a fair one, I ho;^ed that the Society^, would attend 
to it, not becaufe of the rank and fortune of the perfoh who 
brought it forward, but on account of its juflice and pro- 
priety. Mr. N. Butler agreed in this remark, but ftiil 
wifhed it to be brought forward by fome perfon of more 
weigh % as he felt too mqch in'^erefled In the fuccfs of the 
motion, bith on Mr. Mathews's account, who was b»s old 
and intimate friend, and on my account, to whom he deem- 
ed the meafu»c juftly due. He added, that fo far from 
having an objeSion to making the motion, he would requell 
of Mr. Rowan to undertake it, and if that gentleman fhould 
refufe, he would himfelf, without further hefitation, come 
forward as the mover. It is unneceffary to fay that I pre- 
ferred to have the bufinefs moved by Mr. N. Butler. As 
far as I could I gave him to underftand this, but as he per- 
fiffed I gave into his hand the following written motion 
which I had prepared for the" occafion. 

COFT 
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COPr of the MOTION of EXONERATION. 

" You are moved, That Mr. Conft?ntine Mathews and 
Mr. Thomas Wright, Members of this Society, who fo 
honourally camie forward and pledged themfelvts in the 
fum of oiiJ^ HUNDRED POUNDS EACH, as Bail for the 
Appearance of Mr. William Pauitt Caicy, late Printer and 
Proprietorof the National Evening Star, to take his trial for 
the publication oj the addrefs - of this ficiety to the volufi" 
teers of Ireland^ be afid are hereby exonerated from the 
payment of the aforefaid penalty; and that this Sv5c!ety do 
now pledge itfelf and is hereby pledged to pay the aforefaid 
penalty,; In cafe it be hereafter demanded, as it appears ne^ 
ceflary for William Psulet Carey to quit this country.** 

Mr. N. Butler having read and approved of thi$ motion, 
left me to requeft Mr. Rowan to bring it forward, I fol- 
lowed him with my eyes: faw him converfe- with Mr. 
Rowan, and faw Mr. Rowan take into his hand the paper 
on which the motion was drawn up ; after which, Mr.N. 
Butler being at that time Secretary pro tempore, took his 
feat as fuch, and immediately after the then Prefident, the 

Hon. JlttttfttltK ^^^ ^^^ Chair. Mr. Mathews and I 
took cmrfratiornn the fecond feat clofe to each other near 
the Prefident's Chair, and Mr. Rowan took his feat exaSly 
before me. Previous to the commencement of bnfinefs, 

. anxious to be certain whether or not Mr. Rowan had pro- 
mifed to bring forward the motion, 1 leaned over the front 
feat to v/here Mr. N. Butler afted as Secretary, and tap- 
ping him on the arm with my cane, aiked him in a low 
voice " If Mr. Rowan had conjented to make the motion?^* 

■ he anfwered with a look of fatisfaSion, " Yes." — Imme- 
diately after Mr. Rowan leaned back to fpeak with me, and 
faij — << that he conceived the motion which he held in his 
hand (fliewing me the paper which contained it) to be very 
prr.per, and he had no objeSion to bring it forward but one, 
wVich was, that if the penalty (hould hereafter come to be 
levied, perhaps it nr.ight be expeSed of him, as the pcrfon 
who made the motion, to pay a greater (h^re of it than any 
other Member of the Society, a circnmftance which could 

. not be very pleafant to him as the pu'^lic caufe, and that of 
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tlie Society, kad already coft htm a fum of SIXTY pounds.^ 
1 obfeived to Mr. Rowan, that although the motion might 
be Aippofed to originate with him^ yet if it proved unfuc- 
ceisful^ neither he nor the Society were bound to any thing 
by it. If on ihc contrary it proved fuccefsful, it became 
a refolution of the Body at large, in which cafe the mover 
was no more pledged for the payment than any other Mem- 
ber. Mr. Rowan then faid he was fatisfied, and promifed 
to bring forward the motion, which he held in his hand^ as 
ibon as the routine bufmefs of the evening was over. 
Mr. Rowan then quitted his place, an d appeared to me to 
have fome difcoorfe with the Hon. JHHHHB*- Ju^ 
then Counfellor Mac . came over to the feat beffore me, 

which Mr. Rowan h?.d quitted. He leaned back, and after 
the cuftomary civil enquiries, obferved, that there was no 
bujinefs ef conjequence to come on that evening. I faid I be- 
lieved not, and juft then obferving Mr. Rowan (landing up, 
as if about to proceed to buiinefs, I deemed any further 
refer ve unneceflfary, and told Mr. Mac j ; that the only 
matter to come on which I knew of was the EXONERA- 
TION OF MY BAIL. Counfellor Mac . ;» with a 
look of aftonifliment, aflccdj '* what bail ^*' I replied, ** Mr. 
Mathews and Surgeon Wright, who had bailed me when 
I was arreted for publidiing the Addrefs of the Society of 
United friftimen to the Volunteers." Mr. Mae . . then 
eagerly enquired in what fum they were bound. On my in- 
forming him, herepeated " TWO HUNDRED POUNDS 1" 
—with a tone of voice Orongly indicating alarm, 
... My reader may here piSure to himfelf a countenance and 
manner eza£ilyfuch as might be txpeSed from a irufUeor 
guardian, who fees a legacy or inheritance which he had 
counted upon as his own, fuddenly demanded by the rightful 
claimant. " TWO HUNDRED POUNDS!*' herepeared 
again, with a tone and voice of additional thoughtful pertur* 
haiion^ After this, afluming a fricnlly look and accent, 
he addrefTed me by the appellation of ** My dear Carey ^^ 
and declaring that the motion was founded in juftice, advifed 
me to have the affir referred to my friends in a Committee^ 
as perhaps I might have enemies in the fociety who would 
oppofe the motion. I anfwered dryly^ " that I was fatisfied 
to leave the motion to its fate with my friends in the fociety. ^^ 
».*« Who is to make the motion'—" Mr. Rowan"— 
J9ad the learned phyfiognomift Lavater been prefent to hav 
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marked the tranfltiojm of expreiTion In the countenance of 
Mr. Mac \ ^ at that mcmenr, it would have been a 
ftudy worthy of his genius. I made a drawing afterwarda 
of hiS head, as it ftruck me on the occaficn— perhaps at 
fome leifure moment 1 may give an etchina fk it, with the 
Heads of fome other of the Rump and Dozen Leaders, to the 
public. One eye looking with fearful expedation at Mr. 
Rowan, the other glancing back coldly at me— now wan« 
dering uneafity round iheroom, as if in fearch of the aid of 
his learned brothers of the law, of whom to his difappoint- 
ment not one but himfelf and ihe Honourable Prefident, was 
prefent : then calling them downwards upon the ground, 
and bitiln&^j^i{j|^i:imb nails In filent rumination* After a few 
moment slie quitted his place and fate down clofeby a Mr. 
Charles O^Hara, a man in bufineis of High-ftreet. Of thi» 
perfon 1 fhall here only remark that he was one of the Metib- 
bers to \v{iom I had applied to fupport the motion, fome few 
hours before^ at his own houfe, when he anfwered without 
a moment's hefitation, that he would fupport the motion^ ai 
^ the Society was bound in eemmon hone ft j to extricate me^ and t4 
exonerate my two Sureties* 

Among the fingulai traits of condu3 which fo fully de- 
veloped the inconjiftent charaBer of the Leaders of the Society 
on the night of the motion for exoneration, the followin 
IS not the lead remarkable : After fome ordinary kufinefs^ 
Mr. Rowan rofe and (laced, that the different publications 
of the Society of United Iriflimen being fcattered about in 
toofe papers and liabfe to be loft, it became ncceflary to 
prevent that, and to fix them in fome ihape (b as to cnfure 
their cxiflence beyond the prefent day. He therefore 
moved, •* That the diflFerent puWicittions IDTued fiom time 
to time by the Society ftiould be re-printed in the form of a 
Volume, for the nfe of the Members of the Society." The 
motion was feconded by Counfeliof MacNaIly» and pafTed 
unammoufly. 

The impropriety of this motion wilTffrike with additional 
force upon every man of honefty and. fefleflion, when I 
remind him that among the publications thus ordered to be 
re-printed was that very Addrefs tq the Volunteers, the print- 
ing and diftributing of which had fubjeded (ixteen perfona 
to a profecution. The vefy publication which had involved 

me 


( '56 ) 

me in difficulties, my extrication from which iheLeaden 
ol the Society were at (hat very moment about to oppofc 

Thus, at the very moment when all the paltryr 
arti of pttlifagging chicanery and kaaourable arrogance, 
' were employed to prevent' th: honell^ men of bufinefs 
in the Societv ftom extricating the Printer Carey, the very 
men who openly and indireSly oppofed the extrication of 
one printer, pafTed a motion ta re-print the very AJ- 
drefi ,wAiti had involved him and others, and ■aihlck muj} gf 
tmrfe fuhjeii another printer ta the heavy fentence of the low, 
that was expected to be pronounced againft (he printers, 
pub)t(hei-s, and diftributors of the addrefs in queflion. 

After this Mr. Rowan rofe and dated, tuat he had a 
matter to mention to the Society, ratlier as a fubje'Sl for its 
a^ter cmfideraiion than a motiaa for its prefent difcujfion— 
that the itialier was relative to Mr. Carey, the laiy printer 
and proprietor of the National Evening Star, whole zeal 
and exertions in the public fervice they were ^11 acquainted 
with— it went lo a confideration of the propriety of exone- 
rating his two fureties Mr. Mathews and Surgeon Wriftht^ 
a meafure which it appeared was an objeii defired by Mr. 
Carey, and alfo by his two fureties — a fuhjea on 
which he would not unijertake to bring forward a motion, 
as perhaps, he again repeated it, it might be deemed a fitter 
fubjea for after confidtration in the Silcieiy. Mr, Rowan 
here fate down, and I had the moriifica ion to perceive, 
that this mode of addrefs from a man ofhis influence, who 
had the power of reccmmendiiig the meafuip, and to enfure 
its fuccefs, had an evident tendency to injure rt, by impref- 
fing on the Members prefent an opinion, that Mr. Rowan 
did not himfelf conceive it to be proper for piefcrrt dtf.uf- 
fion, brouizht lorward in the Hiape of a rejuUr motion. It 
mav be imagined what were my feelings at that moment, 
when I faw the meafure on which my hopes of efcaping 
from a prifon were foujided, thus likely to be defeated in 
the outfct, by Mi. Rowan's declining to bring forward the 
motion, akho'pL'dged todo fo. 

After Mr. Rowan fit down, a paufe of a few minutes 
fucceeded, accoiipanied by a general (ilence, Mv anxiety 
encreafed— my eyes met ihofeof the Prefidenl — hii haflily 
turned away. I looked towards MacNally, who feemed 


r^ -* 


< IS» ) 

in deep conveiTation with one or two more nearhtiih Tim 
general filence; Mr. Rowan's mode of introifiicing the futr« 
je£t ; Simc n Butler's manner, and Mac Nait^'s canieftnefb in 
difcourfe, together with ail the circumftances which I have 
hitherto related, infpired a prefage of what enf.ed. The 
plaguy recolleaion ot " the 1 WO HUNDRED POUNDiS, 
DUK FOR WINE DRANK IN NEWGATE," and the 
" OTHER EXERTIONS, thfn making,'' lofc n my 
mind, and I gave up the queftion for loft, when 

Mr. E. C. Keane rofe, and apologifing to the Prefident 
for taking up a matter introduced by the Gf^nclcman who 
fpoke laft, declared that he would not do fo, but from the 
Gentleman's obferving, that he brought the queftion for- 
V. ard only as a matter for an after dt/cuffjon. He added, that 
it appeared to him abfolutely neceUary to decide u pen it 
immediately— fA^ were upon the eve of the commencement if 
Term, It was then the nth of Odober, and on the 6th of 
November, Term was to begin, when there was every rea- 
fon to ezped I would be called upon to ftahd my trial. 
They met then only every fortnight, except on extraonli- 
nary occaflons, he therefore hoped, that the Gentleman 
who introduced the difcuiHon would fee the propriety of 
extricating me in time, and therefore he would, with 
his leave bring forward the motion. — At that moment I 
handed to Mr. KEANE the paper containing the motion, 
having* received it from Mr. Rowan on his (itting down^ 
and Mr. Keane having^ read it aloud, in the ufual form^ 
handed it to the Secrctafry, Mr. N. Butler. Juft then 
Mr. Hyndman rofe and feconded the motion, according to 
the eftabliihcd ufagesofthe Society. 

The Hon. Prefident, whofe ftriking charaaeriftic is a 
pofleiTion of himfelf on almoft all occafions, was evidently 
embaraffed on receiving the paper which contained the 
motion, fronj the Secretary. He however recovered him- 
felf and began' to read it in a nnanner not greatly calculated 
to communicate its obvious meaning ta his audience.-— Af- 
ter having read it, he declared with (bme hefitation, that 
'* as a LAWYER, he could not put tie queftisn on that 
mothn'^'On this Mr. Keane again rofr, and declaring 
that he was not wedded to the particular wording of the mo» 
iion^ which he fubmitted to the better difcretion of the hon 
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Prcfidchr, and ihe gentlemen prefent, to alter at their 
pitalbre, on condition that they preferved the fpirit and 
prindpli of the motion, which was /9 permit Mr, Carey 
if tw9 evils to ckoofetheleajff and to go into exile inpre- 
Jerence to a prifon. This could only be done by the exene- 
ration of Mr. Mathews and Surgeon Wright, his two fure- 
ties.*— On this Counfellor Mac Nally rofe, and decbred 
that through a regard far his friend Carey^ hemuftoppofe that 
«o//e/i— fimply becaufe it went to iteoolve Mr. Carey in 
Outlawry, as the exoneration of his fureties would nor (lop 
profecution againfl the printer, but would compel him to 
fly his country, a circumftance which he trufted every man 
ot humanity in that Socitty woufd do his utmoft to pre- 
vents—he continued to paint with much apparent feeling, 
the fatal confequenccs of being torn from friends, family,, 
connexions, and native country— to be hurried into exile 
among (Irangers, and having finiflied a fpeech as loud and 
forcible as is cudomary with him-— I repfied, that I was fully 
fenfibleof allthe variety of evils to which an exile from mj 
friends and native country would perhaps fubjeS me, but 
that I was fo unfortunately circumflanced as to have no al- 
ternative left but a PRISON, without any proff>eii of re- 
Jeafe. As I was on the verge of Outlawry at that moment 
through the negleft of th^ lawyers of the conmiittee of 
conOitution, who had, in fpite of my repeated applicationa 
occafioned the violation of the Society's engagement ta 
fiipgort me under the profecution commenced againft me 
for tKb,Belfaft rejoicings, which I had publiflicd in my own 
paper from the ^Iorthern Star. I therefore earncftiy trufted 
that the gentlemen of the Society, would enable me to re- 
peat the forcible expreflions. of the gentleman who made 
the motion, **- of two evils to choofe the leaft^'^and to permit 
pie to /ty into exile, from a country where nothing but mif- 
fortunes awaited me.— On this,^ COUNSELLOR Mac 
NALLY rofe and totally changed the grounds of his oppo- 
fition to the motion. He quitted the ftile of '^ my friend 
Carey,** for that kind of prcfeffional eloquence to which he 
is fo well accuftomed. For nearly ten minutes he poured 
forth a torrent of grofs abufe againiV m?, endeavouring to 
make the misfortunes which furrounded me the refult of a 
want of principle— •although k was fo publicly notorious 
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they flowed from a zealous adherence to my principlef. 
'He declared that the Society was not bound t9 fuppwt, me, 
unleff I flood ny /m/— aflcrting among other extraordina- 
ry matters, that in cafe the Society pafled that refoiution 
to exonerate my two fureties— he was of opihion Mo/ thejf 
would be bound legally to pay all my debts if I owed ten thw 
/and pounds'-^SLnd that they could be legally^ fued for them^ 

Aiter this he was proceeding when I withdrew to the 
<Ioor for a few moments^ and it appears Ccunfellor Mac 
Nally and other m mSers, were of opinion I had quitted ' 
the place ia anger^ . as the Counfellor, when I returned^ 
was juft ftating " that he was very glad I had wtthdraztm^ 
Tishe could now Jpeak his mmd of me with more freedom. ^^ ' ■ 
^The oddity of this fpeech, joined to the circumftaiice of 
fny coming in at ^hat moment, occa£oned a genera] iaugh 
at his exjence^ which at firft difcorlcerted him, but he re- 
covered himfelf and continued under tht prote^ion ofthejo^ 
ciety to .abtife nie iii terms as grofs as before. H^ was pro- 
ceeding with the expreffions, ** And I truft €^en- 
tlemen that you will not ^ become partners in this man's 
crimes,** when the murmur of difapprobatjion, which 
had comlnenced with his attack on me, and which 
jiad continued all along, rofe fo loud, that notwithftanding 
the abforption of his fe^fes in the pleafmg coniideraticMi of 
Iris own eloquence, he became fenfible he had mi(laken 
Jiimfrif, and overfhot his mark. He flopped fliort, and 
looking round him in the countenances of a-H prefentj^ ab- 
ruptly fate down in evident confufion, leaving his harangue 
linfini(hed. 

Mr. C. MATHEWS, one of my foretfes, rofe in reply 
to Mr, Mac NALLY. He obfcrved that he felt his in-» 
ability to oppofc the learned gentleman, who had juft ob«- 
tained fo much credit by his attack on a tnan who' was down 
.—he declared he had ever until that night, heard the name 
of Mr. Carey with ple^fure, becaufe he had ever heard it 
mentioned with i-efpeS and appiobation. — He faid that he 
had a pleafure in doing juftice to my charader from his own 
immediate obfervation— he had attended at a meeting of my 
creditors, when my difficulties firft fell on fno^— and he wu 
prefent when I offered them 'MKlifaU. Could any one do 
more ? He had bailed me whonn^i^arrefted for publifhing 


the tddnTs to the volttnteers — ^he had fince ^^^T^ggS)^;^ 
felt hurt by my coming to him and telling Mm-*^1w: 
Mathews you havefaved me from a prifon— if you repervt 
of having done fo, or have any doubt of tne, I am ready 
to exonerate you, by going to a prifon whenever you 
pletfe/*— >*He concluded with remarking that he had rifen 
to trouble the meeting with his fentiments, becaufe the 
learned gentleman who fpoke lad, had made fo unfair and 
tinmerited an attack upon my private charadjer. Had that 
fpeaker attacked my public condud, which however, hcdid^ 
not— Mr. Mathews begged leave to affurehiA thar»fife'^' 
would not have noticed it, as he was convinced that any 
ihioff urged that way, would only tend to difcredit the 
fpeaker— 'the Society being too well acquainted with the 
part which I had aded» to permit themfelves to be deceiv- 
ed. 

A» the matter which fell from^/fr. Mathews iJi«i$ received 
with evident approbation, the Hon. '"^Hp^^MdJIk the 
Prefident, appeared more vifibly difcompoie4* vv^tever 
might be his motive, he cbofe to depart from the line of 
duty Iver obferved by the chairman, and took a part in 
fppojingxhc motion for exmerating of my two fureties. 

The Hon. gentleman l>egun, by repeating his former 
remark, that he e^uld not put ihi qiujlion on the motion then 
hefore him. He declared that he felt happy in giving his fuH 
teftiraony of approbation to Mr. CAREY — no man was 
more ready to do jufttce to my public fpirrt, but TWO 
HUNDRED POUNDS was a GREAT SUM of MO- 
NEY. He felt that no man could juftly impeach my cha- 
rader, which that fociety had fo honorably witncfled ; but as 
PRESIDENT,' he was hound to take care of the f octet fs^nds 
-«and he repeated again in conclufion that ftir thefi t^fons 
he w^Mnot put the fuejlionon tie motion then before hiMf ■■ -i 

Mr. E. C. Keane rofe, and after profeifing \\yjfeCpeGt 
for the legal ability of the Hon. Prefidei]^^' begged 
leave to remmd him that in refujing to put fhe^fueftion on a 
motion made an4feeonded in due firm, he not o^ty violated the 
line of his duty to the Society as Prefident, by which he 
was bound to put the qoeflion on every motion made and 
duly feconded, but he ado|plffd« condud which he had him- 
fclf oppofed and condenfuirlliiOii a former occafion. When 
Dr. Drenuan fate ialhe chair, and refufed'to put the quef- 

tioii 


( ««I ) 

t!on Qi^ynotl^irna Je and fcconded ?n due order— he, the > 

^^"4101^ ^^^^^"^^^'^^^^^i^fi^^ to rife againfthisdo- 
ing fo, and to declare it an arbitrary and undue aflumptionof 
power, by which the will of the Prcfident might at any time 
be oppofcd to the general fenfe of the focieiy, and of couife 
any nneafurQ however juft and neceffary, might, by his rc- 
fufing to put the queAion on it, be wholly fet afide, a cir- 
cumftance by which the lociety would, inftcad of a free de- 
fiberative body, fink into a paflive appendage of the chair. 
Byufi^ this argument, Mr. Keaneobferved that the Hon. 
^^^^_^^ jiflpclled Dr. Orennan, the former prefi- 
d JflfJ^ ldilHriE^€',^is duty to the Society, and to put the 
quertion, . aftir having refufed to ite fo, oil a motion duly 
.made and^feconded. 

It was remai ked of the Heflian troops in America, during ' 
the late war, that they poflefled the Jleadiejl front in 
time of adion, hut when once an impreflion was made 
on themjfc, they quickly gave way, and were hardly ever 
rallied. •'^— -~ .^ 

A part of thisobfervationjuftly applied to the conduS of 
the Hon. Prefident, after Mr. Keane had (bdire31ypointedout 
theinconfiflency and impropriety of his refufal to put the 
queftion. 

Remarkable for a cool and unembarralTed pofieflionof 
himfelf, he here feemed to'lofe that diftinguifliing trait of 
his charader. He attempted to fpeak feveral times as if 
about to aflign fome frelh reafbns for hit condud, but be- 
came confiifed, and only repeated that ** he would not pui 
the queftion on the motion before him becaufe TWO HUN- 
DRED ^^i/«rfx was a GREAT SUM OF MONEY.'' - 

Mr, N. Butler, the Secretary, then rofe, and obferved 
that he was concerned to find any oppofition to the motion 
then before the fopiety. He was one to whom the propriety 
of that motion had been fubmirted by Mr. Carey, previous to 
* its being brought forward.— He had given his approbation 
of it, becaufe he felt it to be a mcafure of homfty in the 
Society to extricate the printer from the danger in which it 
had involved him. Mr. Carey had in the mode of bringing 
this motion in, aSed in a manner which every man muft 
approve of. He had proved himfelf fenfible ot impending 
danger, by the trouble and an!liety which he (hewed to obtain 
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« Kleafe for his two Turcties. — fJe did not give way to hii 
ftnre of that danger, and fly' ihe kingfiom, as perhaps 
ciKers would have done.^He had confultfd his fureries and 
obtained their leave, previous tojhe piocecding being adopt- 
ed, Mr, Carey catne himleif to aliide the ilTiie and the (b- 
licitude which hcexprefleiljsndiheknoivn tenourof hispub- 
Jic condud ought to iniei-efl every membei^ prefcnt in hie 
cxtricarion— ihewhcleof ihiscondiifl was manly and hono- 
rable. The meafurctnitfelf was honeft. The tniide in which 
it came before the Society was corre^ and refpeQful, He 
concluded with giving his decided ap^obation to the mca- 
furc. ^ . 

The Hot. itKKHtl^ pH} taking a p^rt m the dfkatf, 
tonlrary in the cujlomary limili prefcribed ta him m prrl^dent, 
again changed his ground of oppofiilon to the motion. He 
tteclared that he did not know that Mr. Carey w s emiiird 
to have fucha motion brought foiward, for he had no cer- 
tainty of Mr. Carey's arreft, on the contrary he had reafoii 
(o fuppofe that no fiich circuinftance had taken place. — On 
Ibis Mr. Mathews rofe and rtated that he had bailed Mr. 
Carey before Lord Clonmel when be had been arrefled for 
publilhingihcaddrefs to the volunteers. And Surgeon Wrigbc 
rofc and g^avc evidence that he had alfo bailed me in com- 
pany with Mr, Mathci*s, before Lord Ctoninel as already 
llated: The hrmorable Prefident then dcdarct, that the 
effertions of Mr. Matknvt and Surgeon Wrigkl, were not 
fraofi — and that he could noi put the quedionon the motion 
on thnr mire offertiant. Snrgeon Wi Igbt then declared 
with fome h^at, that if his WORD was dsubted he 
xvould gi-ai his OATH, if necfjfary, that I hed been or- 
re/led, and th^t the cau/e cfmy arrcjl was my fuh' 
hjhing the eddrtfi of the fwitty to the vvlmteirt.*' — 
lie wa5 crrtam of this, becaufe he had read the warrant on 
wbich 1 hiidbccn taken, and becaufe that Mr. Caileton, 
who arreftij me, had declared with fome warmth in the 
pnlKe-houfe, while ! was in cuftody, " that he h.id caught 
Kie M (jft — [hi[ he h.id received much blame ior not hav- 
mg taj^e,, me long brifure, a. the warrant agalrtft me, had 
cen sivEn to him ar the fjmc time with the" warrants 
^■inrl , I' ,"'"■ '^'•"''y' M'Donnel, and the «hcr 
' ' "■^■^S"l with Ihe fame offence ot dijiribuling, 
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printings end publijbing, the adirefi of the United Irtjbmen f# 
the volunteer s,^^-^ This produced a frelTi paufe of embarraflf- 
ment to ihe Hon. Prefidcni — Thus put as it were to the 
bayonet J he hefitated^ and at lad replied " that Mr. Wrijght 
. mu k know that oaM/ zoM not he tendered in the fmriy!* 
He th£n took the journal of the Society's proceed- 
ings, and after examining ir, declaied that there did 
not appear any mention of my arrell on the books, 
nor. any refoluiion to fupport me under profecution for pub^ 
lifhing the addrefs of the Society to the volunteers, there^ 
folutien which did appear^ being to fupport me under pro^ 
Jecution, for publijbing the Be^fafl rejotsings out of the Nor^ 
thern Star. 

The fecretary, Mr. N. Butlerj^^fo^^nined the jour- 
nals and could not difcover any f'^TiitWWto' dipport me^ 
exvept under the projeeutionfor the B elf afl rejoicings out oftki 
Northern Star. 

I will here feave it to the unbiaffed read:r to guefs what 
mtsft be my feeKngs at this to me important T?.oment^ I afc 
of any thinking man to make my cafe his owti— to refleSt 
what his feelings wkud be— after lofing his eftablifliniiem 
and his means by a pubfic body— after fu fieri ng arreft and 
profcription for that public body for near a twelvemouth, 
and Ifeing on 'the brink of outlawry on one hand, and fine 
and imprifonment on the other— I alk of any of thofc meit 
who. know that the Prefs is the only organ by which a peo- 
ple can be rendered free, and who afterwards fo readily 
confentcd to expef the Printer who had fo zealoufly devotee! 
hi$. Prefs to the public caufe— I afe of them what would have 
been^Jtheir feelings at that moirient, had they been in my fittt- 
ation and to have received tHe treatment which I received. 

It would be indeed difGcult for me to paint my thoughts 
upon fo trying an occafion. Aftoniflied at the intrepid af- 
furance which could affeS to forget and to deny an af reft 
that had happened in the full view of the Society — "t the 
breaking up of one of its meetingj«, I could fcarce trnft 
to the evidence of what I had heard. The unmeritei 
attack upon me by Counfeilor Mac Nally, gave m^ ni> 
tmeafinefs. It could not injure me. Butif theHon. Prefidcnc 
ftouW fucceed in defeating the motion for exonerating my bait^ 
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that would be a ruinous injury to me indeed. I rofe there- 
fore under the painful neceflity of fpeaking in my oWn 

caoft. 

I obfertred that if the caufe of my difficulties was for- 
gotten by feme gentlemen in that fociety, it perhaps was 
remembered by the public who had witneflfed my condaft. 
Badlbeen guided by afelfifh principle, I would at that. 
moment b^ fiee from the difficulties which involved me, 
for it was notorious that my difficulties flowed from a zea- 
Kmi adherence to my principles— if a wi(h to (erve the 
. public was a crime in other places, yet I might have hoped 
it would have found favour for a perfecuted printer, ia 
the Society of United Irifhmen, a fociety founded exprefliy 
toferve the public. If I had fallen into difficulties, I had 
fallen with charader, fince the very perfons to whom I 
was under engagements daily met me and ivere the fird to 
lament the perfecution and abandonment which I experi- 
enced. My fituation was haid indeed. The forbearance 
of thtfe men bore witnefs to my integrity, while in the 
Ibciety, which had involved me in ruin, which was pledg* 
cd for my fupport, and for which i had fuffered a year of 
profcription, I was forced to witnefs a cruelandgroundlefs 
impeachment of my charaSer- Nor was this ali. My feel- 
ings had a ftill more fevere aggravation to meet with. Af- 
ter having been driven from my houfe and eftablifhment 
and involved irretrievably by that fociety-r-after being forc^ 
fo long to conceal myfelf in the outlets of my native dty^ 
to change my name, and to fuffer all the hardfhips of 
profcription— after all this— what a wound muft it be to me 
to hear it queftioned, " Have you fuffered for us and for 
our caufe?"— 4hat is, " Ha we you been arrefted for our 
publication-— for we have forgotten the circumflance ? 
are we pledged to fupport you ? it appears' we are not I**— 
I earneftly begged of the membersof the fociety not to per- 
mit themfelyesto be deceived into a wilful forgetfulnefs— It 
was notorious that I had been arrefted for pub'ifhing the 
addrefs to the volunteers — my arreft took place fn the pre- 
fence of the Society, for this reafon, that it occurred at the 
breaking up of the meeting, when I was furr;>unded by the 
members departing along with me. But if gentlemen 
chofe to create a doubt of my arreft for publilhing the ad- * 
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^refs to |he volunteers^ that doubt ought not to induce any 
oppoiition to the motion before them t the motion only 
went to pledge the fociety in cafe I had been arretted for 
publifhing the addrefs to the volunteers : it went to pledge 
the fociety to pay the penaky of two hundred pounds, in 
which my friends Mr. Mathews and Surgeon Wright, were 
bound for my appearing to take my trial for pubifiliitig the 
addrefs of that Society to the volunteers. Now is I had 
hot been arretted for publifliing thie addrefs to the volunteers^ 
apd if no trial hung over me for that pubUcation, it fol* 
lowed that no penalty could be levied frOm Mr. Mathews 
and Surgeon Wright, for my not appearing to take my 
trial for faid publication, and of courfe it mutt be evident 
ro the plainett capacity, that the fociety, though pledged to 
the ipotion then before it, would be bound in lorhing. The 
motion only pledging the Society to pay in cafe I had 
been arretted for publittiing the addfefs to the volunteers, 
of CQjurfe, though patted in the Society, it woiild not 
bind it to the payment of a fingle farthing, unlcfsthat arreft 
had really taken place. 

. Mr. M. Dowling, who had been fecretary, when the 
refolution to fupport me after my arrett for the addrefs to 
the volunteers, patted in the Sckriety, now rofe and ftated 
that gentlemen were under a mittake, as well as* he could 
remember the proceedings againft Mr. Carey for the ad- 
drefs to the volunteers, were by information ex officio^ and 
>hat the Society was pledged to fupport him under that; 
t}Ut if his recolledion was not wrong, the arreft had takeh 
place for a publication inferted in the National Evening 
Star, out of the Northern Star, in which cafe the Society 
iad pafled a refolution to fupport Mr. Carty* 

Mr. E. C. Keane begged leave to remind gentlemen, 
that early in Nov. 1792, the Society became pledged to 
fupport Mr. Carey niider profecution for the article from 
the Northern Star. It was a full nionth after this, before 
the addrefs of the volunteers was publittied in Diecembfr. ^^ 
It appeared that the arrett of Mr. Carey^ had not takei^ ^• 
place until the 29th of March following, being near five 
months afterwards. It mutt be evident from this, that the 
gentleman whofpoke latt, was in error. It was certain that 
the proceedings againft Mr. Carey xnXYit Jirjl caft of the 
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ariicie from the Northern Star, were by Ex Officio, aivl 
that the arrefty in the fecond indance, was for paUifiing^tht 
addrefs of the Society to the volunteers f this he had never heard 
doubted before. It had been juft remarked by Mr. Carey» 
and it mud be evident to every perfon^ on » moment*! refiec- 
Hon, that the motion was fo wordedj that it did not go 
to bind the Society to the payment of a (ingle ihilling 
unlefs Mr. Carey had been arreted far publifhing 
the addrefs of the Society to the volunteers, and if the 
doubts, whtdi gentlemen chofe to dart of Mr. Carey's 
arreft were to prove true, the Society, although they 
fhoiild pafi the motion then before them, would be after 
all bound in nothing* He nude this remark, although at 
the fame time he had reafon to think that gentlemen did 
not oppofe the motion then before them from any doubt 
which they had of Mr. Carey's arreft, but from their cer- 
tainty that he had been arrefted, and their difinclination to 
pay the fum lecefEiry to extricate him from the difficulties 
in which they had involved him. 

Mr. N. butler rofe and argued on the fame ground, 
the neceflity and honcfty of the Society, pledging itfelf 
to the motion then before it. He dated that three forci- 
ble reafo' s exided to induce the Society to accede to the 
motion before them— the dilemma in which three of their 
' members ftood, Mr. Carey, Mr, Mathews, and Surgeon 
Wright: thefirft HabTe to the heavy fentence of a court— 
the t I'd latter liable to incur a penalty of one hundred 
pounds each. ^ the former met the danger, the latter 
would tfcape It he gave way to a fenfe of danger, they 
mud fuSer. A publication ot that Society was the caufe 
of involving the three» He did not fpeak for the motion 
through perfonalfriendftiipfor Mr. Carey, but from a fenfe 
of his Ipubfic conduS, which every man prefent had wit- 
nefled. The motion was caHed by feme, Mr. Carey's mo- 
tion ; hedid notthink it fo, // went to banijh Mr. Carey. More 
properly fpeaking, it was Mr. Mathew's motion, and Surgeon 
Wright's motion ; the two latter had no poflible means to ex- 
tricate themfcl ves. The law did not permit them under the 
«ircumftances of Mr. Carey's arreft, to free themfelves by^ 
giving him up on arreft, were they inclined to do ^o, but they 
were not fo, inclined. They had every reliance on Mr. 
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Care)^'sintegrUy9 whereasMr. Carey might extricate himfelf 
atany time^ without calling on the Society : he had nothing to 
do but to quit the kingdom, and to throw his two fureties up- 
on the Society, which had involved him and them. From 
this it mud appear that the motion was more juftly to be 
conlidered us the motion of Mr. Mathews and Surr^eon 
Wright, than the motion of Mr. Carey ^ 

Mr. Charles O'Hara obferved that the Society could not 
entertain a doubt of its being bound to anfwer all the confe- 
<}uence8 of its publications. The Society was certainly; 
bound to pay the penalty in which Mr. Mathews and 
Surgeon Wright were bound for the appearance of Mr. 
Carey to take his trial, for publilhing the addrefs to the 
volunteers, if it was Mr. Carey's choice to withdraw him- 
felf from trial. This he was of opinion, was fo fair and 
evident, that there was no occafion for a fpecific motion 
for the purpofe : he was therefore inclined to think that 
Mr. Carey might withdraw from trial and leave his two 
fureties to the care of the Society, which he was of opinion 
would honorably difcharge its duty to them. 

Counfellor Mac Nally declared, that on a fecond reflexi- 
on, if it could be proved m^t committee, that Mr. Carey had 
been arrefted for the addrefs of the Society to the volunteers^ 
then perhaps the Society ought to take into condderation, the 
propriety of exonerating Mr. Mathews and Surgeon. Wright, 
but although it might be proper to do fo, jet gentlemen 
ought to remember that OTHER EXERTIONS were 
then taking place, and that the Society was at that moment 
confiJerabfy indebted on another accounts 

Mr. Dillon of Francis-flreet, declared that he was 
for the motion, becaufe it was eafier for the Society to 
pledge itfetf to pay two hundred pouncls, which might never 
be called for, than to fubjed Mr. Carey to a heavier fine 
and imprifonment, under which the Society could not fup- 
porthim. The Society owed^ at that time, feveral hundred 
pounds more than it was able to pay. 

Mr. Fiaiis dated his opinion to be the fame. The 
.Society was in debt a large fum, and the fubfcriptions were 
with difBcuIty colle&ed from the members. 
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Nfr. £. C. Keane rofe and again declared that he felt the 
propriety of the motion which he had biou^ht for- 
ward, tooftron^ly not toperfiftin demanding the Piefidcnt 
to put the queftion on it. He felt it his right and the right 
of cvcfy member of the Society to make ihz^Xf^d^aa^fxi^znd 
it was undeniably the duty of the Hon. Prefideiit to comply 
with that demand. There had been no reafon advanced 
againft the motion which had any weight with him. , He 
therefore muft beg leave to perfift in requcfting the Hon. 
Prefident to put the queilion on the motion. 

Mr. Lewens urged the propriety and honefty of the 
principle on which the motion was founded, and the nece (Ti^ 
t) of the Societ)^8 adopting it by an immediate refolution. 
Ifany pcrfbn chofe to entertain ^ doubt ofMrw Carey^s ar- 
reft for the addrefs to the volunteers, he ought td confider that 
the motion before them would not bind the Society to any 
payment, uni^s Mr, Carey had been arrejied for publifhing 
the addrefs to the volunteers. As this had been already 
urged, the truth of it muft be obvious to alt, and it mufl be 
ecjually obvious, that any oppofition to the motion, akho' 
faid to be founded on that doubt, was founded on a motiv;s 
direftly the contrary* 

Mr. J. T. Roche went over nearly the fame grounds of 
argument, pointing out the humanity, the juflice, and the 
hecelfity of parting the motion. He afked did the Society 
wifh for Mr. Carcv to fuffer more! was not a year oFpro- 
fcription fufficicnt ? was not the lofs of his means and the 
profped of outlawry fufficient ? Did gentleriien wifti to fee 
him fent^nced to a prifort a further vi6^im ? They might 
perhaps become fenfible of involving a family in deidruQion 
when it would be too late.— M r. Roche concluded here, 
but on the Hon. "llMMfMRB P^rfifling on his refufal to 
put the queftion on the motion, he rofe again fw/V^, to en- 
force the arguments which he had already advanced. 

The Hon. Vr&fideTntperJi/ied in reju/mg to put the quejlion. 
He declared warmly, that if he . was further prejfed ih 
put the queflion^ he would quit the chair. He was of opini- 
on Mr. Carey's arreft ofight to heafcertained by a committee. 
Mr. Lewins mentioned his opinion, that if tlic only oppofiti- 
on to the motion » was a doubt of Mr. Carey's ^rreft for the 
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iftddrcfs to the volunteers, that doubt could be eafily be 
done away, by appoinpnga committee to afcertain the caufi 
«/* Mr, Carey* s arrejl^ when Mr. Mathews and Surgeon 
Wri ght had bailed him befoje Lord ClonmelL To this the 
Hon. |H||m|||[[^ declared he had no ohje^ion^ and any 
gentleman might move it without any oppofition from . 

On this Mr. E- C. Keane rofe and declared he felt himfelf 
in a fituation more unpleafant than had ever occurred tohim', 
by theftngle voice oj the Preftdent to be forced to give up a mo- 
tion which was made and feconded in due form, the-piopriety 
andneceffityof whichhe was Qonvinccddf, wasinitfelfa prece- 
dent of the mod dangercus kind to the Society as a delibe- 
rative body. He had however, difcharged his duty, and 
although he feared the plan of a committee would produce 
a delay, and perhaps a defeat of the meafu e, ,yet, as he 
faw no other way of proceeding, he would therefore of ne- 
cefllty move, 

** That a committee of three be appointed to afcertain the 
caufe of the arreft of W, P. Carey, on which arreft Mr. 
Mathews and Surgeon Wright had become fuvetifi€ for his 
appearing to take bis trial." 

Counfellor Mac Nally at once agreed to the propriety 
of a committee, and faid_ that no man had a greater 
diflikc to wounding the feelings of another, and that if 
any thing which had fallen from htm in the courfe of the 
evening had given offence to Mr. Carey, or to hisfriendt?, he 
was forry for.i% it was unintentional. On this Mr. Keane^s 
moti'^n was feconded by Mr, J. T. Roche, but before the 
queflion was put on it. Surgeon Wr'ght requefted leave to 
fiate hisopinion, which was, that the rrferriTlfgtdj^committee, 
a bufinefs, of which there did not exift a doubt, appeared 
to him, calculated to infult a man in misfortune. It was 
an attempt to trifle with his feelings, and to gain time to 
inake a party againd the motion. Mr, Wright was hers 
called to order, by the Hon. Prefident, after which he pro- 
ceeded. He would not again recapitulate the cifcurhftancCR 
of Mr. Carey*s arreft, iince it wasfo notorious, that it had 
happened on the threfhold of the Tailors-Hall, in the view 
of the Sopiety. Nor would he repeat the aflertion of his 
having balled Mr. Carey before Ldrd Clonmel, or his con- 
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ViSiofi of the caufe of his arrcfl, becaufe his aflertion with 
thftt of Mr. Mathews and his own uflFered oath had been 
difcreditcd, and pronounced infuiBcient proof. If this was 
not intended as an infult, yet at lead it mud be owned to 
be extremely likeit. llefolemnly declired it was the firfl 
time he had ever heard a doubt exprefled of Mr. Carey's 
arr^for publifliing the addrcfs of the Society of United^ 
Irifiimen to t^e volunteers^ and he would without hefitation 
fay he believed, that fuch a doubt would never have been 
thought on, or brought forward, had the motion ot that 
nicht not been made. (Here the Hon. Prefident infixed 
with much warmth, that Mr. Wright muft either fit down 
or fpeak in order.) Mr. V/right continued, he forefaw 
the motion for the exoneration of Mr. Carey's fureties 
would be defeated by the meafure of a committee, and he 
was fo^ decidedly of that opinion, that he, for one, would 
oppofe it, but at the fame time he would have no hand in 
Mrl Carey's deftruSion. He therefore, in the prcfence of 
the Society, gave Mr. Carey his free lenve to withdraw 
from the dangerous fentence of the law which hung over 
him. ,(if murmur ofapplaufe from alljides)^ at the fame time 
thanking l^im for the honorable and manly mode in which 
he had (truggltd to procure the exoneration of his two fure- 
ties, from a body which had involved him and them, and 
whichjwas bound to extricate them. 

V/hen Mr. Wright fat down, a number of perfbns fpoke 
together to applaud his coudu£l«— rather a iDixed coiiver- 
fation than debate enfued, the general opinion was, that 
Mr. Carey had done all that an huneft man could do, to 
bind the Society to exonerate his bail— that more was not 
in his power. That the ftriking inflance of generofitv, juft 
fet by Mr. Wright, m permitting him toquitthe kingdom, 
ought to content any fcruple which he might have in going : 
that if h^ (laid inevitable ruin awaited him and h:s family, 
and ih^ifelf-^refervation was the fir Ji law of nature, 

I own ^ felt myfelf inclined to adopt this refolution, hut 
I was refolved firfl: to obtain leave of Mr. Mathews, my other 
furety. Several perfons in my prefence, preflfed him to 
copy the honorable example of Surgeon Wright, declaring 
their belief that he might rely on the Society to pay the 
penalty, (hould it b.e demanded. Mr. Mathews anfwered 
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that he had no reliance whatever on the S^cutj'^'ThsLi if ihe 
Society intended to pay him, he faw no leafon whatever, 
for an oppofition to the motion, pledging the Society to the 
payment— That [if the Society refuftd to pledge itfelf to 
the payment, it was afure iign it did not intend to ^ayhim, 
and in conclufion he exprcffed his concern for Mr. Carey^s 
fituation, for whom he felt the hig heft regard, but Ae could 
not give him leave to withdraw. Pretious to the queftion be- 
ing put on the motion, Mr, Mathews rofe and obferved that 
there was a circumftance which he had not before mentionetf 
«« Mfl/ w^A/— it was that he had bailed Mr. R. M*AIIifter, 
when arretted for publifliing the addrefs of the Society to the 
volunteers, and that when he attended for that purpofe 
before Lord Clonmell, there had net been a bail-bond pre- 
pared for Mr. M*A!lifter,. but that He fawa bail-bond ready 
prepared for Mr. W. P. Carey, and that it was made to 
anfwer for Mr. R. M'Allifter, by erafing the name of 
Carey, and putting in that of Mr. M*AIIifter. Now the 
Society had paffed a refolution of fupporting Mr. M* AHiffer 
under that arreft, as being for publiihing the Addreis of that 
Society to the Volunteers. The Hon. Prefident again c3- 
je Sting to receive affertion as proof y and perftjiing in rtfufng /• 
pnt the quejlion on the motion to exonerate Mr* Mathews mut 
Surgeon Wright, the Society fubmitted to his will, and the mo- 
tion of exoneration being thus put down by his veto, the 
mo ion appointing a Committee of Three to afcertain the 
eaufe of the arrefi on which Mr. Mathews and Surgeon 
Wrighf had hailed me, wosofnecejptyaffentedtoi 

Mr. E. C. Keane being according to rule nom'nated 
firft on the Committee, was called on to nominate a fecond 
per(bn. He named Mr* A. H. Rowan, and Mr. Rowsn 
being called upon to name a third, he named, to the furf rife 
pf every perfon^ Ccunfellor MacNally, who had juft before 
loaded me with thegrofleft abufe, and proved himfelf a de- 
cided .enemy to the mcafure of exonerating my two fureiies. 

The Society being then about to adjourn, a number of 
members who had promifed before that evening to fupport 
the motion to exonerate my fureties, prefTed about me with 
their ufelefs condolence on the occ^ion. Shocked at the 
infolent^and unprincipled ufurpation of fhc Prefident, and 
difguded at the unmanly and fervile acquicfcenre of the 
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body of the Society^ I became confcipus that the c$up de 
wutin to exonerate my fureties having failed, I could place 
IK) funher hope or dependance on the integrity of the So- 
ciety. The n.eafure referred to a Committee was too thin a 
pretext to deceive me for a moment. It appeared to me 
ezadly as it had done to Surgeon Wright, and to all thofe 
with whom I at that time an.i itnce converfed, merely a 
fubterfuge of the Prefident to get rid of the motion for that 
night, in order to raife a party againfl it on the next night 
of meeting. Surgeon Wright, Mr. Lewins, and a Mr. 
Summers came cut trom the Tailo*-s-Ha)l with me, and 
accompanied me through feveral (Ireets, urging me to go 
oflF from Dublin, if poffible, that nighr, rnd to fail from 
Ireland as fpeedily as I could. Mr. Wright was particu- 
larly earned with me to mduce me to do fo. He dated that 
he believed I was peculiarly obnoxious to Government; 
that if I (laid, I would in all probability be (luck in the pil- 
lory, or la(hed through the (Ireets, and niy (kin torn from 
my back, and after all I might be perhaps heavily fined and 
thrown into a prifon for years, \^ithout any profped of a 
rcleafe. 

I acknowledged my felf deeply indebted to Mr. Wright, 
for the concern which he expreAed for the dangerous (itaa- 
tion in which I was involved, and alfo for the didnterefted 
generofity of his condud in giving me leave to quit Ireland, 
at the rifl^ of being himfelf called upon for paynientof the 
penaky of one hundred pounds, in which he was bound for 
my appearance to take my trial for printinsc and publi(hing 
the Addrefs of the United Irifhmen to the Volunteers. He 
informed me that he had friends in the' Society who wpuld 
ftand, by h m if I were gone, and if they did not, he had 
friends in another quarter, who would present the levying thf 
fenalty from him. To this I replied by again thanking 
him, but obferved that I could not bring myfelf to think of 
TJolating the trufl repofed in me, by betraying and deferting 
Mr. Mathews, my other furety. Mr. Mathews had that 
evening refufed his leave to thofe who begged him to per- 
mit me to fly. I did not blame him. I could not blame 
him for .fo doing. I^myfelf in the fame fituation would do 
the fame. I would confider it an indelicacy^ in me to a(k 
his leave after the fcandatous behavioiir of the Society on 
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that night. . It woiild be diihoneft in me to do fo. It would 
be plainly to afk him to pay one hundred pounds for me^ or 
to go to prifon for me, if he had not that urn to pay. 
(3ould I fgbmit to tl\at good old man's thus fuffering 
forme. No, I vvou.d'not. If however Mr. Wright really 
thought there was an honeft and friendly party in the So- 
ciety, who would pay the penalty of my bail, 1 woiild t)U 
extremely obliged to Mr. Wright to fpeak to Mr. Mathews . 
on the fubje3, and to obfain leave from hini for me to de- 
part into^baniihinent. 

Mt, Wright repeated all his entreaties to induce me to 
go without further confuhin^ Mr. Mathews. He faid that 
Mr. Mathews did not fee things in the fame light that he 
did, and he was fure that he never would give his confent 
to my going. As to my waiting the report of the Com- 
mittee, it was all a farce, it was plainly deiigned to put 
down the motion, and it would come to nothing. He was 
of opinion that if I confuhed my own fafety, and the utter 
gruin and imprlfonment which hung over me, I would ^St 
according to the firft law of nature, and fly from Ireland as 
quick as I could. 

After this we parted, and I lay that night at a lodging 
which I had purpofely tak^en that week at a Mrs. Murphy's 
ia JamesVftreet, intending to conceal myfelf there until I 
could ^gct ah opportunity to efcape from the kingdom in 
the firft veflel bound for America. Before I went to reft, I 
committed to paper the heads of the debate, as here inferted. 


Remarks on tfie culpable Condu^ of the Hon. Presidutt 
on the Night 6f 4he Motion o/" Exoneration, O£fob$r . 
II, 1793. 


THE hiftory of political parties is but too frequently a 
pidure ** of knaves betraying^ and of fools betrayedy"* of in- 
digent and ambitious profligates labouring to get into afflu* 
ence and power,' and of honeft men contributing by their 
jown degradation to lift them into it. The ^ild beaft rules 
the foreft by faperior ftrertgjth and ferocity. Aniong men, 
todily. ftrength, fuperior vigour of iritellcS, and even col- 
leftive virtue and refources a^e frequently fulUcd^ fubdued, 
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flftd made a ptey of hj the fpccious pratfity and felfifli dif- 
fimulaciqD of a feebk ihdividtiaL it is by comparing the 
a6tiofls of mien that w€ (hall be able to dtfcoTer the trmb 
or falfebood of their profeflioiiB. How often do we difcovet 
under the garb of religion an illiberal and rapacioii9 fpirit I 
How fitquemly is the holy name of ffle^ibti'fm'^afl&imed 
•od ptohncd by minds impure, worthleA and immoral, 
habituated to diihoneft and unmanly piiriuitsi and deKgbt- 
ifll in low and contemptible giatificatjons? 

Such of m\ readers as wim to form a true opinion of the 
lafrnr/t'ihe aimif add the miegritf of the men who firft 
polluted and then proftrued the Society of United Iriihmen, 
will find rhem epitomifed in the proeemnga^il^fte night on 
which the motion was made t<i exonerate ffiy fureties.' 
They will fee that it was the wifh and intentioR of thr 
trading charadersof the Society to do me juftice ; lind they 
wfU jttftly be of my opiniony that the whole iniamy of the 
ill treatdfient which I received on that night and fiAce onbt 
juflly to be laid at the door of the hon. Prefident and hh tew 
aocompiicea. When we look back upon the Tiest of the 
Society and the brotkerhood ofaffe^im^ the Hentitjf rfinUr*- 
0fii^ the €9mmnmmi^'righf9^ and tht nnhn^p9wer, which 
each and every United IfiQimafl ib foiemnly plec^ie^ him** 
Ifelf in tht prffenre of God to forward among his Conntry- 
llien-«>whefl we oontmft this with the bafe and tmrefaced 
chicanery^ and the mtfeuble collufton pradifed againft nae 
on the night of the nth of Odober^ the honeft heart and 
tmbiafled mind mirft at once be filled with indignation. 
How poorly rnoft the members of that ^Society appear^ 
thus awed and curbed^ and invaded in their nght of judg** 
fng for tKemfefves, and fubmitting to the arbitrary veto of 
an individiraF^ indigent and of fufpiciouspatriotiTm; deftitute 
of refoiirces, and without any other confequ^Uce but what 
he derives from being a Pleader v^iha^ fnt&ict^ and the 
younger krother tfn deee^ffed Lordf . 

The reader by looking back to page 90, will 64d that t 
attended the Conimhleeof Conftitution on a Sunday nx>ra* 
ing November I Sfy ^792, relative to a proiecmton intended 
agaiirft me for the article copied iirom the Northern Star. 
The place of meeting was at the boufe of the Hon. Pre(i*> 
dent in NaffiMHJltreety who was himfelf prefem^ a^ alfo 
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were Mr. Rowan,- Counfellor Tone, Counfclfor Mac 
Nally, Do3or Drennan, and Surgeon Wright, of thefe I 
ampofidve. I have alto fome recollection that Counfellor 
D. Rice and Dt)£lor Bourke were there^ bfit whether aiiy 
other perfon o/ perfons were prefem I cannot now be cer- 
tain. I attended this Committee by a fpectal order of the 
Hon.MHHHlK ^^ Chairman of the Committee o^ 
Conftifu ion, and his order was given in confequenceof my 
caf^tieing referred to the confiderationof theCoinmitteeof 
Conftitution by the Society. I brought with me, by the Hon, 
Prefident*s order, the National Evening Star of the j^ 
of November, 1792, being the publication which contained 
ihe ftippof ed. libel, the account of the Beif^ft rejoicings. 
TheHon.jpiMHJl^j^ recjuired of me to let him know 
what con veRatioh l>ad f^fled between me^ahd his Majefty's 
Attorney General, when I attended him puifuant to no- 
tice relative to that^poUication. I ihfeimed him of the 
particulars, a?d obferved, that when the Attorney General 
queftioned me relative to the puUicatbn of the ^elfaft re« 
joicings, he had before him the I^ational Evening Star of 
the 3d of November, j 792, ^ing that in which that pub- 
lieatioR. appeared. I faw in that paper a part of the ac-- 
count of the Belfaft r^bictngs i:narked particularly with a 
pen, and on t^he part m niarked the Attorney Genera] laid 
his 6nger.' ■ ■ On iiiy dating this,' the Hon. Preftdent 
took up the National Evening Sttr of the ^ of NovemBef, 
whjeh I fiad witji me, and he read the part of the account 
c^ the Betf^ft rejoicings which 1 had informed him wafll , 
marked with a pen by the Attorney General, until he 
came to a fentence which e^cprcfsly declared, •* tha^ Ireland - 
ha$ na ConJiitution^^'^He then ftopped^ and laying down 
the National Star, faid, " that he faw clearly^ir what the 
*^ 'profecutton wa» intended agaijid Mr. Carey. It was for 
*^ the aSerfion which he had |uft read, fiat Ireland has no 
^* ConJHtutiOfii^^^ he would repeat it ; that affertion is 
** true, ih2Li Ireland has no Confti tut/on i and he would re- 
*^ peat and maintain that affertion t^fore the Houfes of 
** Lords and Commons, if n€ceffary.**-*The Hon. Prefix 
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*« mi ke puhlijbed. If Mr. Carey was riot fupported, he 
'* and pther printers would be difcouraged and intimidared 
'^ from publishing, and the United liifhmen could not ahan-- 
'* dm the prejs withmit falling themjelves.^ After this 

the G>mmittee of Conftiiution framed a report to return to 
the next meeting of the Society, declaring it the duty of 
the Society to fupport me under faid pro&ctition, and the 
Society afterwards voted me its (iipport accordingly. Be- 
fore I withdrew from the meeting of the Committee of 
Conftitution, the Hon. Prefident ordered me to RE-PRINT 
t'he particular part which Ais Majejly*/ Attorney General 
had marked with the pen ^ and pointed to with his finger^ as 
THE SUFPOSED l,l'^^'L, for printing which he intended to 
profecute me** This Oider to re-print the libel, was, he 
faid, to didribute copies o'' it in the Comniittee of ConHi^ 
tution and the Society of United liifhmen. 
' It may be fcen how completely 1 was the dupe of my reliance 
en this party, when / a^aif^fubjeJied my f elf to afrefb profe- 
eution^ by obeying the order of the Hon, Prejidenty and 
re-printing the libel, for printing which 1 had already re- 
ceiv.'d not ice. of a profecution being about to commence 
againd me. Yet fo fully deceived was I by theii profeffions 
of a brotherhood of affeBitm^ commuwon of right s^ and an union 
of power*^''^sind fuch was my opinion of the integrity 
and legal opinion of the Hon. * Pre fide nt, and the other 
lawyers of the Society, that I did re-prinr, on fix quires of 
pot-paper, 250 copies of the libel, which afferted " thaU 
Ireland has no conjiitutim** Of thefe I fent 200 tothe Hon, . 
Prefident to dirtribute in the Society, and referved 50. 
for the circle of my own acquaintance. Thus the Hon.. 
Prefident fubjeSed me. to a ft efh profecution, although i( 
is evident by his after utter negleS and continual violation of 
the folemn engagement. to fupport me under profecution, 
^ for printing that very libel which he ordered me to re^ 
print, that he never intended the^ Society fhould fulfil its ' 
engagement or afford me the leafl protefiion. 

Ahhough I know it is a generkl opinion that the above 
engagement was paflTed merely to cajele me into the print- 
ing other publications, yet I can fcarcely conceive fo bafe 
a treachery could enter into the head of any m:m, whom I 
hpd never offended^ and who appeared fo warmly to inte- 
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left himfeif in my care— a^ all events it proved fatal to me, 
by pufhing me off the center of my better judgment and 
inducing uie to rely on the Socidy of United Iriilimen. 

Ncvcitlulefs ,the tranfaclion looks dark indeed. The 
very man who goaded me into danger, and who brought 
' in and fandioned asil fafe and legal publication, the Addrefs 
to the Vqlunteers, was the firft to'rife and oppofe my ex- 
trication, on tlie contemptible plea> that J^200 nt/as c great 
Jumof money, ' This oeconomy was not thought of, when 
he was either through ignorance or defign, leading me and 
other unfufpeding ipen of bufihefs of the Society into dan- 
. ger. The fudden fpirit of oeconomy which induced him 
forefufe putting the queftion on the pretext, that** as Pre^ 
Jldent he was bound. to take care of the Society* s funds^^ wiU be 
found on exaniination to be equally ^y&K-^r^ 9Xii , conftjlent 
with his other political pibfeilions. 

We have but to confider fome fafts-^-~-!-I pubfifted the 
Addrefs to the Volunteers on the i8th of December, i 792, 
and warrant iffued againO!" me the 2ifl: of the fame month. 
The Society of United Iriihmen'were thus from that date 
virtually l^ound to fupport rne under profecution, or to ex- 
tricate mp from it, if a more fafe or prudent mcafure, 
—This engagement,> or rather this tie, thus took place 
long before the Hon. Prefident committed hjmfelf and 
Mr. Bond before the Bar of the Houfe of L*ords. This 
did not take place till the ift of March, ' 1 793, almofl three* 
months after my being conimitted, by publifliing the Ad- 
drefs to the Volunteers. I publiftied the Addrefs by ordsr 
.of the Sociely, The Hon. Prefident, on the contrary, 
of his own mere motion, and without calling together (5r 
xronfuking a regular nieeting of the Society, and w/Mo«# 
any order of the Society^ or by refolution of the Society fo to 
do, did commit himfeif and Mr. Bond before the Bar of 
the Houfe of Lords,, and by.ihat committal fubjefted him- 
feif and Mr. Bond to^ the payment of a fine of jf 500 each, 
and to fix months iroprifonment in Newgate. ' 

I earneftly entreat of every reader who wi(hes to form a 
true eftimate of the Hon. Prefuleht's political chara&er, 
to compare his conduft to me wi'tH that which he himfeif 
experienced from the Society. Let them alfo confider, 
jhv^t he had taken the Teft of the Society, and that the 
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Teft binJt every perfbn who took it to labour to efiabliih 
•• a iroiherhood •/ affe^im^ an identity ofitUereJis^ (that is, 
with rerpcd to the members^ ao equality of right shd c^" 
/efuencf in the Society, and an equality €f%prate^ion and fup- 
fi^ under pnfecutifun, from the Society ,) a cofnmtmion of 
^gh^*9 (9 repetition of the fecond obli^atioh) and a uman of 
fower.^ 1 his Tell every United Itifhman took as well as 
the Hon. gentleman, andtKus they were bound, if the tefl 
vas meant at all to bind thofe who took it, to obferve a 
COimIu£I (Iridfy impartial, and a fyftem of the ptireft equa- 
lity to each and every member of the Society. But mark 
liow far, or rather h^w completely they violated the oUi* 
gations of this tefl. 'ihey engaged thcmfelves to fuppoit 
m^ tinder one profeciuion, and from the night when that en- 
gageoient paflfed until the night of exoneration, and from that 
riay t6this, they perilled in a violation of that engagement. 
By thb they deliberately facrificed my perfonal liberty, and 
delivered me over to Outlawry. In the fecond inflance, 
they ordered me to publifh ; involved me in profecutioB ; 
pledged themfdvcs to fupport me«««and refufed to pay my 
bail; expelled me on a furmife that I had employed my pen 
to urge them to do fo ; and (tnally abandoned me, becom- 
ing thMnfelves my bitterell enemies and perfecutors. On 
»be other hand, in the cafe of the Hon* Piefident and 
*Mr. Bcknd, the plain and well-meaning nfembeis of th^ 
Soci^ty^ were fo compfetefy befbtted by the witchcraft of 
tjic word, HONORABLE, that SEVENTY-ONE of the 
^%u»altkie'^ members of the Society were appointed as a 
COMMITTEE OF ACCOVIMODATION, to confult 
tht pleafttre and convenience of the Hoft. gentleflfken. Nor 
did the Hon. G^entieman then hear the voice of economy. 
His economy flept, when the committee of accommoda- 
lion was appointed, and ^ when the pafriotifm of Mr. 
CaieleA the cook, was united with the equally difmterefted 
patriotifm of the Hon. Prefidcnt, to fuppoit the eUMive 
franchife of road and boiled in the larder and kitchen. The 
Hon. Prefidcnt's cecoaomy did not induce him to write a 
remonnrance to the Soci^y of United IriAimen, to (late 
the impropriety of iquandering the contributions of a num- 
ber of well-meaning men, on thepteafures of the table. 
No, nor did bw osconomy cry out to the Society, when 
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a <{ebt of two hundred poynds was incurred for him ior the 
wine noerchant. But at the fame time that we blalne, let t» 
give praife with candour where it is due. The hon. gentle* 
man was not at all times a monopolift. He did not conceive 
himfdf alone entitled to the good things of Newgate* He 
called in a partner to partake of the bounty of the Socief y« 
and that pai tqer was a companion of theforor fex.* For her 
an early table was daily fpread: for her thetiiceft diihes^ ais4 
choicea wines were prepared. But could the Society^ couM 
the Hon. Preiidentdo lefs for a womati^ whofe enlightened 
mind^ g^iowiiig with a love of freedom, had ffurned ^e 
ilavery of the marriage bed^ and all the confinement icS 
thofe vulgar ties^ which have power Co bind the iefs libetlal 
part of her fex.— Happy inftance of female patriotifm, i6 
^worthy of the encouragement and prctedion of a paltfiot 
Society 1 Happy Prefidem^ blefledwithilicfa aSgnaloppoF- 
tunity of exemplifying the fincerity, morality and confi^^e* 
cy of thy patriotic profefiions I So wet! contrafted to the 
iTorn^/^tf^w/iof that government which youfeek to reform. . 
The Hon* Prefident did not at thut time^ by memojrid 
learnedly, date his cafe, as one which left him without any 
title to the fupport of the United Iriflimen^ fomfmudias 
he could ibew and prove, and tt was ftiRv known, that be^ 
the Hon. gentlemai)^ had csonimitted himfelf before the , 
Cords, without an exprefs order, or without any order or 
refolution of the Society for fo doing. No, the Hon. Gctt- 
tleman did not» Yet that Hon^ man's ^c^fwmy ^ouid violate 
the fokmn engagement which he entered into, m a lawyer, 
as a member of the committee of conftitution^ and ts an 
United IriftinMn^ to_ fupport me under profecution for the 
article copied from the Northern S«ar. Hisueconomy couM 
fet op a plea that ( ought not to be fnpported Under prole* 
ctttion tor the Addrefsto the Vbhinteer«, imder a pretext- 
that I had not received any order from the Society to puUiflk 
that paper ? But 1 am tired of the inomfiftency, want of 
principle, and prud^mce^ fftanifeffaed iu the whole proceed^* 
inge of thofe meR. - 

This very Hon-m^iiy at a moment when wrks mulfTplie<! 
about his head, and when execurions threatened hts houfe, 
was relieved by the fufn of 500I given aii a puMic bounty, 
andoolieSied by a public ftfbfcription* Be was before thar^ ' 
and has been again fubjed to much dtOrefs: I do not mention 
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ihiaasa Faulr, but merely to contrail the generoftty which 
he experienced from the public^ uUh his ungenerous and 
unmanly condud to me. 

In no cafe perhaps has the improper conduS of an indi- 
Tidual bad fo little to defend ir. On principle, no defence 
whatever has been made for the Hon. Prtfident. As to 
farm, fome poor attempts have been offered by his imme- 
diate partifiins. They are as follows : /*/>/?, It has been 
ftated^ that as Preddcnt he was warranted by the cooftitu- 
tlon of the Society in refiiQng to put the queilton. 

This is falfe— It muft appear fo by the following extrad 
from the Conftiiution of the Society, in which the powers 
•f the Prefident are clearly defined ■ " Every refpeflk and 
deference (hail be paid to the Pf efident— his chair fhal) be 
raifed three (leps above the feats of the Members— ^he 
Treafuren and Secretary (hall have feats under him, two 
fteps above the reft of the Members— on his rifing from 
his chaify and taking off his hat, there muft be filence, and 
|he Members be featcd^-^/Jf Jball 6e Judge of mrd^ and 
propriety, be impowered to dire0 an apology and to fine re* 
Jra^ory Members in any fum not above one crown. If the 
Member refufe to pay the fine, or make the apology, he 
is thereupon expelled fro^n the Society." — It is here clearljr 
exprelTed^ that the powers of the Pre(ident are folely con- 
fined to the obfervance of order and propriety in the mode of 
dfhate. It is alio evident, that he has no power of pre- 
venting the Society froii debating on any queftion, or li- 
mitting the fubjed to be debated on, according to his own 
pleafure. The conftitutibn of the Society docs not allow 
to the Prefident the prepofterous powei* of pre-judging a 
queftipn» by,refufing to take the fenfe of meeting on it. 
That would be at once to deftroy f he end 5f a deliberative 
meeting (as was juflly obferved by Mr. Kean) by giving 
to the arbitrary veto of an individual the power of judging 
far the wiole meeting, ^ 

A ficond defence made for the, Prefi dent's condua is, 
•* that he offered to quit tie chair, if the quTeJiion was furtlier 
prejlfed upon him.'^ This is equally unfounded — ^he did not 
•ffer. On the contrary, his exprefSon to that purpofe, was 
a threat to quit the chair, thrown out by aman knowing hW 
own infiuencci and confcious that fuch a threat would d^cl- 
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fively operate agamft the motion, by intimidating ihe well- 
meaning; but irrefoiute members from further prefiing it 
on him.— —Had he a£led as he ought, he would, if ^e felt 
a juflg ound of diflike to th.:i motion, have quitted the 
chair, -without offering by words to do it, ^nd have ^re- 
tjuefted the Society to ^ut another in the chair, during the 
debate on the motion then before theni. 

A thirH defence fet up is, **• that the Society could wf 
legally pledge it/elf to the payment oj a debt, before that debt 
nvas contra^ed'* This ridiculous aflertion originated with 
the Lawyers, yet fo it happened that it has (ince been fetiouf* 
ly made uf i of by men ofbufincfs, whofe daily pradife, 
proved the fallacy of it. What is the nature of a letter of 
credit ? Does it hot legally bind the writer to the payment 
of a debt before it is contraSed ^ Does not a policy of in- 
furance, legally bind the parties to an eventual payment of 
a debt before it is contraded ? Is there a commercial man^ 
who does not daily witnefs legal agreements, binding to 
the payment of debts before they are cdlntraded ? 


Remarks on the Condu^ of Mit>- ROWAN. 

In xhtfirjiinjlance, Mr. Rowan did n^/ keep his wcrd^^ 
lie promifed Mr. Nicholas Builer tobrjng forward the mcr^ 
tton, and be repeated that promife to me, and fo far from 
bringing it forward, by undertaking to do fo, he. prevented 
Mr. N. Butfer from doing me that fervice, and afterwards 
to ufe a common phrafe, he threw cold water on it,^ by /«*. 
differently mentioning it, as a matter which he fpoke of, 
rather for a fubjeft o( future difcu^on, than prefent adoption. 
His filence during the whole of the after debate, when my 
arreft for publifhing the Addrefs to the Volunteers was de* 
nied, and when the Hon. Prefident dared to ufurp the pow- 
er of forbidding the jiKfgment of the Society on the motion, 
plainly proves, that whatever he might mean to do, when 
firft applied to, by Mr. N, Butler, he changed his niini, 
and took a hint for his condud, from the Hon* Prefident, 
with whom he had fooie converfation, juft before he rofelo 
Jj^eak of the intended motion.— When the Lawyers had fuc- 
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cecded in getting the buHnefs referred to a CDmmittee of 
ihreei Mr. Rowan named Mac Nally one of that com- 
mittee^ #iter hearing that Counfellor's abufe of me, and 
knowing from the tenor of his condud, that he was an 
iniirtjlid tntmy. to the principle of the motion : Mr. Kow« 
an heard the Hon. Piefident and rhe Secretary mention, 
that there was only one engagement entered into to fupport 
me by the Society, namely^ thzxfir ihe artiehfrom the Nor* 
$hmm Star-^ztid although Mr« Rowan had been prefent at 
the committee of conftitution, when that engagement was 
entered into, and afterwards when it was adopted by a re- 
folution of the &>c!ety , yet Mr. Rowan did riot rife to remind 
the Society of a circumftance which lyas notorioufly known 
in the Society, and in which in my firft reply to Counfellor 
Mac Nally, I had dated, viz. that there were three ftic-r 
ceflive writs of Outlawry then ifliied out againft me, through 
the Society's having totally violated that engagement to fup«; 
port me. -i ' D oes not this clearly prove that the leaders 
of the Society had made up their minds, and as Mr. Rowan 
formerly expi efled himfelf to me, had rtfolved to make all 
the Society's old eng^tgemeht/^ that is, /// engagement/ to me^ 
null and void. But if a doubt of this remains, is it not re- 
moved by Mr. Rowan's former declarations of the Society's 
being in debt ** two hundred pounds for wine drank in Netu» 
gate?" and alfo by the declaration of the other members in 
the courfe of the debate, " that the Society was indebted feve-^ 
ral hundred pounds f and that the fubfcriptions came in but flow*- 
lyf** Is it not clear from this, that in refuiing to exonerate 
my bail, and holding me to abide the expeded fentence of 
a heavy fine and tedious confinement, the Society nvow^^ 
ediy went to throw me into a prifon, without pofleiling 
means to pay my fiiie, or to fupport me under confinement, 
thus in all probability to incarcerate 'me for the remainder 
of my days ?"~Every unprejudiced reader muft fee that if 
the Society really meant honeftly by me, it would, in its 
embarrafled fituation, have preferred to pledge itfelf to pay 
the Fmall fum of two hundred pounds, which* after all, might 
never be den>anded, rather than to abide the certain iffue 
of having a much heavier fum to pay for my fine, and fup- 
|K)rting me under confinement in Newgate.* 

• Sec my remarks ©n this fabjcA in the introdiKS^iac. 

I again 
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» I again exculpate Mr. Rowan fiom [he greater (hare 'of 
blame due to this unfair condu6i : As a hufband, a father, 
axid a landlord, every way worthy of praife; it is only as a 
public charaSer that Rowan is lefs than himfelfT— an impli- ^ 
cit reliance on others, and a fanguine temper; too prompt 
to embrace meafures without due examination have rendered 
his name fubjeS to cenfures, which the honefty of his na- 
ture, and the goodnefs of his heart, aSing from its own 
iinpulfe, would probaWj: have never incurred. 


Remarks oh the Condu^ of the. reputed avthok of th^ 

ADDRESS to the VOLUHTEERS. 


Whatever was improper in the conduS of the Hon. Prc- 
fident, and of Mr. Rowan, was aifo, though differently 
exprefled, ftngularly confpicuQUs in th£ condud of this man. 

He was prefent during the whole of the debate, and the 
reader is perhaps curious to know what part he took. He 
took that part, which perhaps was .the lead to be expeded 
from him. He remaitud filent,^ during the whole evening. 

In iYixsJilence there appeared.to me fomething more cul- 
pable than in the ufurpation of the Hon. Prefident, the fer- 
vile acquiefence of the Society, Mac Nally*s grofs abufe of 
me, and the coldnefs of Mr. Rowan. Above all others, 
the Author of the Addrefs to the Vplunteei's was bound to 
ftand my friend. 

The reader will recolleflt that this nxan was prefent at 
the Hon.. Pre(ident*s when the Committee, of Conftitu- 
tion came to a refolutton that 'the Society oiight^ to fupport 
me under profecution for the article from the Northern Star: 
He was alio prefent when the Society unanimouily <;ame to 
a refolution tp fupport tpe under profecution for'that article: 
He was thus.firft bound by the tefi of the Society to fee 
that engagement fulfilled-— He was next bound by his duty 
as a member of the Committee of Conftitution to fee that 
engagement fulfilled. He was alfo bound as. a member of 
the Society to fee that engagement fulfilled— >and he was 
bound by* the heavy misfortunes which he as Author of the 
Addrefs to the Volunteers, bad occafion/ed me, to fee that 
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engtgement fuUUkd— yet it is a fad, that from November, 
17921 when the engagement was entered into, until ihe 
llth of OQober, 1793, when the motion was made to 
exonerate my fureties, this man never took a fingle (lep 
to induce the Society to fulfil its engagement. He did not 
once remind the Society of it, either by motion in ihe So- 
ciety, or by interference out of it, either by calling on the 
Society in his own perfon, or by inducing any other perfon 
to call on the Society. Ihe engagement was^fully and 
fairly entered upjn the Society's journal. It could not be 
faid to be forgotten. 1 had laboured to remind the Society 
of it three feveral times in my own perfon when he was 

{refent, and I had applied as already fiated to feveral 
awyers of the Society. I had alfo fpoken of its being 
violated to every member of that Society with whom I had 
converfed, from the day on which it had been adopted by 
the Society down to the i ith of Oftober. ' Thus it is ob- 
vious the violation of it could not be a fecret to him. 
What makes this condud ftill rtiore reprehenfiUe is, that 
ir is pretty certain that he""was himfejf the writer of the 
tejl of the Society, in which he and every other member 
binds himfelf to obferve and forward ** a brotherhoed of 
affe^ioHf an identity of interejis^ 2i commmion of rights, and 
an union of p&wer.'^^ Among every member of that Socieiy 
as perfbns included in the exprcflion ** among Irifimen of 
ail religious perfuajhns %^^ yet' if we are to judge from his 
condua to me the high fouhcfing words of the teji meant 
nothing. They were merely thrown out to attraS and 
impofe upon the multitude, ' If they impofed any obligation 
upon the meinbers who took and figned the teft, did not 
this man tc^aily violate whatever obligations we might 
conclude it-intended to impofe. 

Put if in the long lapfe of time from ]|^ovember, i 792, 
when that engagement was entered into, down to the i iih 
of Oftober, i 793, he had utlterly forgotten it, * yet on 
that night he heard an aflFeding di'fplay of the confequences 
of outlawry and the miferies of banifhment delivered by 
Counfellor Mac NaHy, and immediately after he witneffed 
my de<*iaralion that 1 was then oh the point of outlawry, ijl 
ieonfeqoertcc of the Society's >engagement to fupport me 
under profecution for the article from the Northern Star, 
being totaUy violated or negleftcd by the Society. Here 
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'was full conviction of my fituation, for bim, if he, had no 
knowledge of it previous to that night. Yet he fat ftlent. 
He did not once open his lips to move that the Society (hould 
fee into the caufe of its engagement being violated— yet 
that engagement he had witnefled and affented to, and v\as 
pledged to fee fulfilled, as a member of the Committee rf 
ConAitution, as a United Trifliman, as a man of inte- 
grity, by the lofs of my cftablifhment, which he had fo 
principal a fhare in caufing ; and as a writer, whofe pen 
had fufpended over my head thefentenceof aCourt, which 
the temper of the times furnifhed reafon to fuppofe would 
be of the fevercft nature. 

But if we have any doubt, as to the motive of his filence 
on this head, it is removed by his filence in another in ftance. 
When rrty arreft for the Addrefs to the Volunteers was de- 
nied, the author of that Addrefs remained filent.- 1 looked 
towards him naturally, as to a man who had witneiTed my 
arrefl, and was bound by every honourable lie, above ail 
other men^ to fupport the motion to exonerate mybaiL 
But he remained fixed in immoveable filence. He looked 
at me indeed, but his looks faid nothing in my favour. 

To judge of the colour of thiscondud, it is neceflary for 
us to recolleS that the fole tie by which I was held to my 
difficulties in Ireland, was the tie of honour. By this I was 
bound to my tWo fureties, Mr. Mathews, and Surgeon 
Wright. And this fircumftance was caufed by my being 
arrefTedforpublifliing the Addrefs of the Society of United 
Irifhmen to the Volunteers. Thus this man as Author of that 
Addrefs, was the fole caufe of the embarraffment in which I 
was plunged. He might be juftly faid to have fufpended a 
danger over my head, and by his unmanly ftlencCf it was evi- 
dent he was joined in a combination, to conftrain me to wait 
until that danger fhould fall upon and overwhelm nt^. 

The Author of the Addrefs to the Volunteers, it is to be 
rememberedy after my eftabliftiment was overthrow^, by 
that publication^ refufed to fanSion with his name or re- 
commendation, or in any way whatever, to forward the 
mentorahle Public Suhfcription^ already noticed in this ivork^ 
On the night when I wiai arretted for publiAing that Ad- 
dreJs, it is alfo to be remembered, that he read the warrant 
by Mr. Carieton's pcrmjffipn, in the police-houfe of Wer- 
^ • ' ; » - burgh,-s-£lreet^ 


A 


/ 


• . - ( i86,), 

IwrfhV-.ffrcct, and itiai lie wrnt 0111 haflily fioinrlint place 
en Mt.Carklon'i [tutting a queOion to rotne United [lifh- 
fiMm prefen-, lo know if they were To far my friends, as to 
Iweomemy ftirtties. In all thh we m vain Wk for any cxer- 
tjofii in my fjvcur, pmlacrd hy ihf tell 0/ the Soci'ty —We 
f-c nothing of " the brolferhajii of aff.Bion, ihe Id-ntity of 
v€rr>Jts, .X.\ie etmmumiin of Tig^-l', and the irniw of powrr," 
10 which the author-of (he Addiefs to ilic Volunteers was 
bt-nnd to mc. lie was fully eonfcioirs fiom i!ie pe'ufal 
of ihe waiiant, and firmlieaiiiig Mr- Carlcfon's dcclara- 
tlnnj that \\\t tattfe ej my arrefl rtiat the fuilicuticar ef the 
Jildre $ ti the Vn'unterTs in he National ILvening Star of 
the iSih Dec. 1^9;, yil he did not offer to be tome one 
of my fuieties, although when Mr. M'Donnel and Mr. 
M'AHifter were arreted for thiit piiblicafion, iheir fureties 
Were cnlj T'onnd ioihe fimll fiim of ^ol^e.ich. flf coiirfe, 
M was reafonahte to ftippofe that my fureiies wo'tld be bound 
in as fmatl 3 fuml This imn was confcioiis that a^ author 
t>f that iiubKcation, artd having caihfed it to be publiihed, he 
WM (he primary caufe, andthe Society the im:iiediate in- 
flrument of thcdifficulfies and:trreft, in which 1 was involv- 
ed. Yet he hafli'y withdrew from the police-houfe, leaving 
me to lie there all ni^ht, or to go lo Newgate; or to find 
wlKt fecuritics I couLH, to extricats. me from the confine- 
inenf, witich othcrwife awaited mt. At that time he had 
been my feUow-affociate and brother Uriiiedlrin)m:in, netr- 
Ij' nine months, yet we fi.-c he did not conceive himfslf 
boittitl hy tike /f^, cr by that ienjth of compan'tonlliifp, to 
aflid or befriend me ?n the (llehteft manner. 

From the above circumllatice o'^ his having wiinefrcd my 
arrefl for the Addrcfs to th3 Volunteers, his havinsr read 
(hf warrant upon which I wa,s arrciled, and his having 
Iicard Mr, Carleion decliire the cauft of my arrett to be 
the puhlication of (he Addiefs to the Volunteers, it is evi- 
deiv. that he above all men, next to Surgeon Wright and 
Mr. Mathews, was hound to bear teftimotiy of my hiving 
been arreiled for that publication, when the Hon. Preddeni 
»ffea:,-d to forget and to deny my arreft for that pu'jlicaiipn, 
yet he remained in utter and rt.'/uA-jf/.Ws during the whole 
Ji;gh^. - 


. ( »87 ) 

It-is wholly unneceflary for me to comment funhcr en 
this man's tondutl to me. It is e'viJenc fiom his Ji'etict 
that he and ihe Hon. Piefideiit, with the other Leaders^ 
had otAer mailers in view than fulfilling ihe engagements of 
the Society to 2i perjecutcd Prin er^ But the culpability of 
this condu£k in others was' not of fo deep a dye as in him. 
Yet when we reflect that the Hon Prefident, wt.h Other 
Lawyers ^Fthe Commitiee rf Conilitution, had fanfllioned 
the Addrefs to the Volunteers as i^ fafe and legal public^ itm^ 
aind thus been nniainly inflrumental in ifypofmg on the mea 
of bufmefs in the Society, we mud be difpofcd deeply to 
cenfure his want of principle in feiiing himfdf agairil mj 
€Jctrication« 
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Counfellor Mac Nai!y*s attack on me is wholly unworthy 
cf comment. It required no fmall effiontery to aflert in « 
meeting of from forty to fifty citizens, " that if the So- 
ciety exonerated my bail, it would be liable to be legallj 
fued for al! my debts, if I owed ten thoufand pounds,'* 

Thiscufious aflertion muft clearly point out what opinion 
that Gentleman has of the underjlanding Tind fpirit of the 
members of the Society. 

A convincing and unanfwerable argument mull {hew t<» 
every unprejudiced man of common fenfe who reads the 
above motion, that if the doubt which the Hon, PreHdem 
affefled to entertain of my aneU for publifliing the Addrefe 
to the Volunteers was ftncere, it ought not to have hindet^d 
him from putting the queflion on the motion before him ; 
fince it is evident that the motion was fo drawn up, as t-d 
bind the Society onfy^ in cafe my arreft for publifliing the 
Addrefs to the Volunteers *wa$ eventually afcertained he- 
yond a doubt. It is fully evident, that had the motion pa IF- 
ed into a refoiution of the Society, at ail events, no iH con- 
fequisnces could refult to the Society, as it would not have 
bound the United Irishmen to pay a fmgle fli Hing of tl <: 
penalty, if it afterwards was proved that I had notieen arreft* 
ed for the publication in quejlion. 

It is to be remembered that this motion did not go /« f fcf 
aftngle penny in my pocket — xhtjavonrit vjent to he(iot^ tnc siv^i 
hanifbmeni for life, 
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It is clear that the Frefidem was averfe to the principle of 
the motion; ihis produced his determination to p;rrevere io 
refufing lo put the i]uefliDn on that night. He faw the 
geiKral fenfe of the meeting. To decidedly in favour of ir, 
■hat had he put thcquedioti on it, the motion mull be im- 
mediately adopted. There remained to him therefore, but 
one mode of putting down the bufincrs, namely that of re- 
fufing to take the rcnfe of the Society on the motion before 
them. This he adopted, and by it he fucceeded, in com- 
mitting the Society again.l me, and produced all the unplea- 
sant and difgraceful confequences which have enfued from 
that difference. 

The Hon. Gentleman's hope was to exert his influence 
and that of the Leaders, to fmoiher the meafure in a Com- 
mittee, or lo perfuade the Society into a total defertion of 
me before another meeting. Perhaps loo he had hopes 
that after having fuffered filenily for eleven months, finding 
■nyfelf fo ill-treated and trifled with, refentment would in 
ail probability induce me to take Tome fleps to haflenthe 
Society to exonerate my furetiei, which would afford him 
an opportunity to fallen a quarrel with the Society on me, 
and then his obje3 would be gained. The event fhewsthat 
this mofl probably was the cafe. 

On this occafion my warmeft thanks are jufily due to 
Mr.-E. C. Kean. Had this Gentleman's fpirit been as 
firmly feconded, the Hon. PreGdent's ufurpation would 
have been defeated. The propriety, delicacy, and perfe- 
verance of his condu£t will ever do him honour. He at- 
teiuled on that night nnercly from a fanfe of the dangerous . 
fituation in which t was involved. I had not previoufly 
applied to him, but on my going into the place of meeting, 
he told me he had heard of the intended motion, and al- 
though extremely ill, had ventured out to be of what fer- 
vice he could to me. I am the more obliged to him^ be- 
caufe by his decided condud he run the hazard of giving 
offence to the Hon. Prefident, and the Lawyers of the So- 
ci»ty, with whom his profeflion gave him daily opportu- 
nities of being acquainted. Indeed I am of opinion that if 
he had not taken up the motion it woiitd fall to the ground 
after Mr. Rowan's making mntlion of it j or, if any man 
would have taken it up, 1 believe that man would be Mr. 
WicMat 
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Nicholas Butler \ to whofe juft argument, good^nffy ami 
fpirited integrity on this occafion I was particularly indebted. 
1 fhall not readily forget what I owe him on this occafion. 

To Mr, Lewcns, Mr. Roche, Mr. Dillon, an j Mr; 
Mathews, I. was on that night much indebted. 

Mr. Hyndman, who feconded the motion, was particu- 
larly interefled in my behalf. This yQUng man poflefles 
endowments which fit him for a very fuperior walk in life. 
To an honourable mind and manly fpirit, he joi i> \^ fine, 
literary tafte, and a capacity of obtaining a licdraiy rcr 
putation. *I h:.»e ftcn a profe eflay of his writing, the 
fiyle of which was free, animated and vigorous, poliihed 
into claffic elegance, and enlivened by a rich vein of de« 
licate humour. Some petit pieces of his poetical compofi* 
tion wh ch 1 have had an opportunity of examining, aSbrded. 
me much pkafure. Th^y every where difplay the fweeti 
and glowing enthufiafm of a genuine votary.of the . M^ufes. 
With thefe talents he is neve rthelefs unnoticed^ and I may 
fay almoll unknown in the Societjr. A certain diffidence 
which fever accompanies real merit, prevents him from 
fpeakii^ in public, although pofleffed of requifites to obtain 
(Credit a& a fpeaker. Add to this, bethinks for himfelf, and 
that independance 6f mind lifts him above the fcrvile fub- 
miffion ncccflaiy to obtain him the favour of the ariftocratic 
Lcader-s of the Society. Should ever a fortunate occafion 
afford fcopeforihc difplay of his abilities, I am of opinion 
Mr. Hyndman will do honour to himfelf, and to thofe who 
may have difcernment enough to draw him from inadion^ 
and tp place him in a fphere of employment worthy of his 
furerior capacity. 

' The more I refleSed 00 Mrj Wright's giving me leave to 
r^uit the kingdon), the lefs was I able to account for his (b 
doing. I had opportunities of knowing his circumflances, 
which even if he were fo inclined, did not feave it in his 
power to pay a much fmaller penalty than that of one huii« 
dred pounds, in which he was bound for my appearance to 
take my trial. The ftruggle to fupport a large family 
decently left him no opportunity of a referve either for a 
future day, or the calls of friendftiip. Our acquaintance 
^nd inlinaacy was not of that kind to induce me to thin c [ 
had any claims upon him to entitle me to cxped th^t F e 
- Hh Oiottld 


( «9® ) 

ihould piy the penalty of one hundred^ or even (iire pounds 
for me, if it were in his power. That Govcrnnicnt wouM 
oegled to levy the penalty from my fureties wa» mod im- 
probable. That Government would mod certainly levy 
the penalty from my fureties was expe6ked. His condu^ 
appeared to me (liH more nftyfterious^ becatift for fome time 
before^ I had reafon to think that his friemShip for me, if 
he -ever had any^ was greatly cooted or changed into an 
oppofire fentimenr, and T knew from his converfation and 
otherwife that he had but a ciefpicable opinion of the So* 
ciety. About fix weeks before the night of exoneration^ 
having fome intention of again drawing up a memorial to 
the Society, on the fubjed of its violated engagement to 
me, t wrote to Surgeon Wright, i^equefting him to return 
me the copy of the memorial which I had fent him by Mr. 
Rourke \» Xvf before the Society^ (See page 109%) I 
received the following anfwer : . 

^ DearCarey, 

** You know I am but an individual, Aowever anxiout 
^ to fervt yitf in the Society, I. do not recoded what I 
^ faid to Rourke, he did mt give me the letter^ that is to 
^ fay, / did mt take it from him. I do not attend the, 
^ Society^ but if I did, / know THilK public spirit 
•* it at TOO LOW AN EBB to engage them in thefervict of 
^ ti^ B*ST FiiiS]Mi>$.---Complimentsto Mrs. C 

*♦ Yours fincereiy, 

" THOMAS WRI€fHT.»* 

It may be imagined what I mud have feh on reading this 
i)6le. Ik appeared to m^ from it that the memorial was 
fomehow unhiirly dealt with,, although it was of fo much 
confequence to me that I had in the prefence of the Printer 
of the Morning Star, as already ftated^ confided it to Mr. 
Rourke in his o^n fhop,, with a private note to Mr. 
Wright^ rccpicftlng of him to bring it forward in the So- 
ciety. Mr. Wright, rpeaking of it as a Letter^ aflferts, 
tTiat Mt. Ri^irke <^df not give it tohim^ teeming to convey 
aftmt as if Mr. Rourk? had iFailed of Mspromiie to me; 
but as pofuively cpmradifting himfeif in the next fenlencc^ 
he adds, **^ T did mt take it fr^m h$m^^ thereby feeming to 
convey an idea that hh himfeif refufed to take it from Mr 
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Rourkc.-^Thc reader by looking back to page 109, wi|I, 
-find, that Mr. Rourke about a week after having received 
the memorial from /ne in his own (hop, in the prefence of 
the Proprietor of the Morning Star, told me that he ha4 
given it with my note to Surgeon Wright, in his own houfe 
in Ship-ftreet, and that Surgeon Wright had told him he 
would not lay it before the United Iriflimen until he would 
fird confult foin€ of the Lawyers of the Society with whom 
he was intimate. After another week I fajw Mn Rourke, 
when he told me that he had again fpoke to Mr« Wright, 
who had told him that he had (hewed the memorial to (bme 
of thefe Lawyers, and that they hsid ^dvifed hiip not to lay 
it before the Society .«^The whole of this train of circunir* 
fiances .was fo contradidoiy to what Mr. Wrigli^ (lated in his 
note, that it rct^ired fome time for conddei^ation to form any 
thing like a fair conjedjure of the reality. I oHiid only fup* 
pofe that Mr. Rourke had^ for fome (i^ifter porpofe, fupprelT* 
cd the memorial, and impofe4 bn me by an account wholly 
^efijiute of truth f or that Mr. Wright had for fome finifter pur* 
pofe fupprt^fled the niemorial and impofed upon Mr. Rourke* 
-The plain fincerity of Mr. Rourke prevented n^e from har^ 
bouring a. doubt of his integrity, and after Mr. Wright had 
evinced to m.uch friendibip for me as to become furety for 
my appearance when I had been arreted, I did not know 
how to peri^it myfelf to fufped him of having a€ted infinr 
cerely by me. '^his cir<cum(lance occafioned me much 
painful refledion. On looking b^ck, I found that from th^ 
^me I had gone out toGlafnevin id May^ Mr. Wright had 
never onice called to fee me, although when I met him in 
the Society he appeared friendly, and I often prefTed him to 
pay me a yifit, as he, before that, ufed to do. I did not 
know how to account for thi$ change in his behaviour ; 
Dor could I attribute it to any thing except a circumftancie 
of his own condud on the night on which I was arreftf d. 
^ He then ufed much perfiia(ion to induce me to believe^ 
that niy arreft had taken place in confequence of the treg- 
cheiy of a perfon from whom I could never have expected 
fuch an unkind meafijre. I own at the moment that he 
pfFered to befriend me, ^y beconaing my furety, it was 
difficult for me not to pay fome attention to what ptherwife 
bore every appearance of improbability. I however did fo 
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ftr attend (o Kurif that, as he refufed to become my furet/ 
unlefs I would Hrft promifchim not to put myfelf ; gain in 
the fame pcrfon's power, I did promifc him accordingly. 
I had many reafons to be of opinion that Mr. Wright's unfer^i. 
tied 4tfp^:fH ion led him to the adoption of notions not AridI/ 
founded, and I thought that this credulity, joined to a 
ftrong wifli to ferve me, had made him form fufpicions of 
a perlbn who in reality 1 muft believe was my friend. His 
condu^ on this occaiion proved to me a misfortune, as it 
caufed me much diflurbance, and finally produced the in- 
curable alienation and en.nity of a connedion otherwife 
juftly valued. 

This circumftance unavoidably tranfpiring, Mr. Wright 
was called tf> account by a relative of the perfon. alluded 
to. Mr. Wright fucceeded however in preventing ferious 
<onfequences by a compromife, the nature of which I will 
not here mention, nor indeed did I know any part of the 
tranfadicn until near a year after. Whether or not this 
mortifying 'bufinefs had caufed any change in Mr.' Wright's 
fiiend/hip for me I cannot tell; but certain it is, I no- 
ticed that for five months before the night of the mofion to 
exonerate my bail on the loth of Oftober, he never once 
called on me, as if aihamed to fee me after what had hap^ 
pened. Another circumftance, of which I did not know 
what to think, came to my recolleSion. It-was told tome 
by Mr. Rourke when he informed me that Mr. Wright had, 
at he f aid by the advice of the Laxuyers of the Society^ declined 
to lay my memorial before the United Iriflimen. Surgeon 
Wright had then in an obfcure way hinted to Mr. Rourke, 
•' that the Lawyers of the Society did not like Mt, d^eyP 
This conveyed in a whifper^ as a fecrety without ajpgning 
any^ caufe for their diflikc, muft tend to injure me m the 
opinion of the perfon to whom it was entrufted. What 
made this on refledion ftill more extraordmary, were the 
cxpreflions in Mr. Wright's note, which fo pofitively af- 
fertedj that he ii^dnot take the letter (my memorial) from Mr. 
Rourke ; of courfe, if that was to be believed, all I had 
heard of his application to the Lawyers, and their Advice 
to him to fupprefs my memorial muft be wholly deftitute 
of foundation. In this cafe it is evident, it was not the 
Lawyers, but Afr. Wright ^ho difliked ftie; 
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The feemingly warm profejjton of frien^Jhip ccnta\ne6 in 
ihe expreflions— ** however anxious to ferve jW— but ill 
agreed with the cii*cuinftance of fupprej/ing the memorial on 
which my liberty, fafcty, and eveiy future profpc^, de- 
pended. 1 fciinri that his declaration, " ofmt attending the 
Soaety,^^ was < c[!Jally infincere, as at that time, and every 
time alter when i attended, I faw hin;i at the Taylor's Hall. 
Even on the night of my expulfion he was there ; and al- 
though I had brought on my head that ftorm, by endeavour- 
ing to procure his exoneration and that of my other fureiy, 
he went with the ftream and voted for my expullion. 

On fpeaking to Mr. Rourke on the fubjeQ of Mr. 
Wright's note, and his declaration that he had not received 
or taken my memorial from Mr. Rourke, the latter ap- 
peared much fiirprifed and hurt, left I fhouW think that he 
had violated the truft I repofed in him, by fuppre fling my 
memorial himfelf. He told me he would inftantly go with 
nie to Surgeon Wright to clear himfelf of any fharc in the 
tranfaSion, and to prove that he had delivered my memo- 
rial to him, and received the anfwer from him exadly as 
he had before told me. My opinion of Mr. Rourke from 
what I had feen of him was fixed. I had every reafbn to 
believe him to be an honeft, fmcere and friendly man, and 
I had every relrance on his veracity. 

A moment's confideration pointed out to me how wrong 
it would be in me to enter mto this matter with any ap- 
parent earneftnefs ; and painful as the refledion was to 
me, 1 was forced to admit a cbnvidion into my miiid, in-* 
jurious to the candour and veracity of a perfon who had 
voluntarily rendered me a fignal fervice. I could not fa- 
thom the depth of Mr. Wright's condufft. But I requefted 
of Mr. Rourke to make himfelf entirely eafy upon the fcorc 
of my opinion, as I fulemnly aflured him I had an implicit 
confidence on his word, and was convinced that on the 
whole of this iingular tranfa£^ion, he had a^ed as mj 
friend, and fimply related to me the truth of every occur- 
rence. I begged he would b^e advifed by me, aiid as he 
wifhed to ferve me, I earneftly requefted him not to urge 
the matter with any warmth on Mr. Wright, I alfo 
wiihed him not to make it the fubjeS of a particular vi(?ft 
%o that gentleman^ but to w^it tintil he ehher fliould meet 
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him by chance or in the Society. This I did becaure (as I 
in&rmed Mr. Rourlte) I was of opinion, that the only re- 
fuli.of a diteSt call on Mr. Wright would be an unplcafant 
. altercation, which might convert a doubtful friend, or a 
nential charader, into an open eneihy againll me. Mr. 
Rourke was ftruck with the propriety of my reafoning, and 
afientcd [o a6t according to it. 

About a week after, I again faw Mr. Rourke. He told 
me that he had fecn and converfed with Surgeon Wiight, 
who had at fiift no ffeelleflion oj the tranfaHion. Mr. 
Rourke however recurring to the circumllance of his having 
called to his houfe in Ship-{lreet-*of his being (hewed into 
the back parlourrr-of Mr. Wright's l>eing called out of 
company froip the fionl yailour— and of the particular 
tlifcourfe between them on that ocafion, began to remfmber 
fumfthing of it, and at length owned that he had rtcthcd the 
memorial [ram Mr. Roifr^e^ but could iKt recalled further 
what he had dvte zallh it. 

From the particuUrs of this tranladiort I formed an opi- 
nion, that for fome fecret caprice Mr. Wright bad ceafed 
to be my friend. I qwo I n),pre readily attributed this In 
an unfctiled and changeable difpofnion in him^ becaufe 
1 was not confcious of having ^iyen him any caufe of of- 
fence. 1 f«lt it would be folly in me to expatiate with him 
on (o delicitje a mntter, therefore { never opened my Zips 
to him on tl;e fubjeS. 

After this it jyiU not create much furprize, when 1 de- 
clare that Mr. Wright's giving me leave to quit the k'ng- 
dum, excited my afloniOimenc ^t leafl as much as my 
thanks. 

Solne perfons who were prefcnt when Mr. liVrighf gave 
me leave lo quit the kingdoT), were of opinion, that he did 
Ji 'kntojins Mr. Mathe^vi't refilviim not to eon/frit fo my 
^o/n^— and alfo that he knew enough of me, to reljon »yr not 
■ fgaing wilhcmS the con/ent of both ^ tny furetiet. He therefore 
might ive.'I give ms leave to go, knowing / w^dd not, ao^ 
tould not avail m^fflf of it. In which cafe he had an oppoV- 
tuniiy of obtaining the praife of a difrnterelled aft of public 
fpirit, at tiie expence of Mr. Matkewt, whofe m<n:e iincere 
refufai to confent to my going, in fomo eye* might form a 
conirafl advantageous to the chaiader of Mr. Wright, who 
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after all ran no hazard by the bufinels. Ort the propriety air 
impropriety of this opinion^ however^ it would beperhafs 
indelicate in me to determine. 

The concltiiton of his note proved to me that he enter- 
tained a contemptible opinion of the Society, He there, 
as already dated, fays, *' He had ceafed h attend r/'*-*-aad 
adds, *• I know their public spirit it at too low 
AN EBB to engage them in the fervice of' their 9zsr 
FRIENDS;" and m his cohverfation I heard him exprefj 
repeatedly the fame opinion ftrll more ftrongly. It would 
appear therefore that he had no reliance whatever on the 
Soctety*« interpoiing to pay the penalty in which he was 
baund after my departuie. It is true he had faid when 
prefling me to fly the kingdom, that ** it the Society 
failed to ftand by him, he had friends in another quarier^ 
who woidd jfr event his being called upon to pay the penalty J'* 
-This appeared to have no other foundation that I could 
learn, but that a Gounfellor R* ■ " e; of the Society of 
United liilhmen, had formerly rendered fo eflential a far- 
vice to the Crown Solicitor, that he retained-an influence 
over him fiifficient to procure him the foppieffion of the 
information againft me for publifhing the Addrefs to the 
Volanteers, by which means the penalty wouW never be 
called for. 1 confefs ^his appeared to me To ridiculous a 
fuppofitfon, tliat I could fcarce deem ft the real ground -on 
which Mr. Wright's fecurity rtfted. I Icnew that the 
Crown Solicitor was but an agent, under the dir^^ioa and 
controul of a fuperior power. This alfo Mr. Wright mud 
know, and of courfe be muft ivgve a conyiSion that it was 
not in the power of the Crown Solicitor to ferve him oi: 
Counfellor R ■ e, by fuppreffing the information againll 
me. When I add to thefe confiderations the knowledge 
which I had, that if I went away, and Mr. Wright would be 
called upon -for the penalty, ^he muft himfelf go to prifon, 
or have his houfe and furniture fold under execution ; and 
that in confequence of fuch a mi&fortune, hh wife and /even 
children would be deprived of their fupport, I felt myfelf 
^ wholly at a lofs for the motives of his condu£t, althoiigh 
I was aware of the extraordinary latitude of his opinio 
6ns on the moft ferious fubjefitsj; yet it would be no compli- 
ment to hin^, and a weaknefs in me, to fuppofe that his 

feelings 


( ■96 ) 

feelingB foi niy Cifety were (tron^er thin his Jeeling^ for 
ihc fafety of hij own fami'y. Still his offer to me bore fo 
much ot that appearance, that my fenfe of the immediate 
benefits it promifed to confer on me was confiderabl/ 
weakcDCd by a convi£tinn chat his condu£t was unaccount- 
ably inconfitlent, and feemingly founded on a forgetful- 
iief* of the highed dutiei of nature, whch bind man as sl 
hulband and father, firft to confult the wel&reaod fsfety ' 
of hii own family and neareft kindred conn;3ions. 

A reflexion of thii kind induced me to feel that Mr. 
Mathewj in tefufing me leave to quit the kingdom, aded 
with more propriety, in juftly confidering himfelf and 
hii family, and accordingly w:>s more entitled to my ap- 
probation and friendfhip. Perhajn ihb feeling regard which 
I ever felt for this good oM man owed fti.nething of its 
warmth to my frequently feein:; him, and to the fincere 
and conftant folikitude which he ever exprclTcd for my wel- 
faie and fafety. 

The reader now can form an opinion of the proprieiy or 
impropriety of ray condud. I have been blanricd by many 
for fo long permitting tfie Society to trifle with my per- 
gonal liberty, by the violation of tti engagement to me. I 
however am pleafed with my long forbearance. On looic- 
ing back, 1 think if again unfortunately invol-'edin a ftmilar 
- iituation I would adopt a (imilar condud. If I renuined a 
pafTive fufferer foe near a year, it was not bccaufe I wanted 
feeling or fpirit, but becaufe I was unwiltinT to commit 
myfeif in a public conteft unJer the delicate circum&ances 
'which furfounded me. Unfortunately mv patience availed 
ne nothing,* and we now haften to a period when the un- 
generous party which had involved and injured me, pro- 
ceeded to plan the means of paying off their engagemenis, 
by expelling me, and finally crufhing me_ in the hour of 
profecution. 


End of part the FIRST. 
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